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The season of Christ's birth brings joy and sadness to this family this year.  
We are sad that Doug is no longer on this earth with us, and we miss him.  
He is now with Jesus, Paula, Chuck, Robert and Mary Beth.  Doug is 
rejoicing with them, as they are eternally happy. Blessed be their memory.
Hope to see all of you at the Mages Christmas celebration on December 
20th. Until then may your days be happy and healthy.
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God's Blessings to All !!  Love ya, Linda
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Newspaper 
Deadline

News is due by the 20th

mimi@myclearwave.net

Coming Events

www.magesonline.com

Ashley, Kyle and Grant

December
Birthdays

Sarah Mages Dec 01
Scott Mages Dec 05
Rick Mages Dec 05
Garrett Mills Dec 06
David Nelson Dec 07
Linda Gall Dec 10
Erica Mages Dec 11
Jeff Mages Dec 13
Rob Mages Dec 17
Adam Bemmels Dec 21
Brooke Wolf Dec 25
Dan Mages Dec 26
Amanda Schmitz Dec 28
Alissa Fischer Dec 28
Teresa Campbell Dec 29
Theresa Wagner Dec 30
Jory Mages Dec 31

   

Ed and Monica Mages Dec 10
13 years
James and Trish Mages Dec 14
6 years

Note,  Big change in 
where you send your 
articles. Can only use 
mimi@myclearwave.net

December 20,08- Mages Christmas in 
Sleepy Eye
April, 2009- Strand baby due
June 13, 09- Wedding of Brianna and 
Riley
July 25,26,09-Mages camping and 
picnic at Lake Koronis near Paynesville, 
Mn.  Hosts are Duane and Jermayne 
Mages and Family.
September 19 & 20,09-Sister's Weekend 
at Emerald Hideaway.
November 2009- Sister's shopping 
Mankato  overnight at Barbs
December 05,2009-Wedding of Jennifer 
and Adam

December
Anniversaries

Apologies
To our sweet Bonita Mages whom I always seem to 
forget her birthday I apologize.  Bonita's birthday is 
October 10' so mark it in your October “Family 
Reunion”.  Sorry Honey
If there is anyone else I am forgetting ,or have the 
wrong date please let me know.  Love, Linda

New Address and E-mail
schmitz@southwestmsu.edu. 
Her new address is 
Amanda Schmitz 
1465 Birch St. #GM2 403 
Marshall, MN 56258

mailto:schmitz@southwestmsu.edu
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Mark your calendars: On Saturday, January 10, 2008 David 
Fischer will host the 3rd annual winter card party at his 
home. This event is scheduled to begin around noon. Please 
provide your own beverage and snacks to pass. Lunch is 
potluck. Hope to see you there.

Annual Winter Card Party

Thank You
Dear family, We would like to 
express our sincere gratitude for the 
kind words, generous gifts, visits 
and prayers that you have given us 
after the loss of our son and brother, 
Doug. Knowing that you are all there 
for us and missing Doug also, 
makes our burden a bit easier to 
bear. We ask for you continued 
prayers during these upcoming 
Holidays and the next year. May 
God Bless each and everyong of 
you, and by the Grace of God may 
we all get through this together. We 
love you all!!!! Love Duane, 
Jermayne and family. 

Que Sera Sera (Mages Family Cookbook)
I want to encourage all of you to send your favorite receipes, and pictures to be 
entered in the Mages Family Cookbook.  It would be nice to be working on it as I go 
instead of all next fall.  Paragraphs of your Mages family memories are encouraged 
from all family members which does include the in-laws.  I will be giving monthly 
updates as to the progress of the cookbook.   It would be ideal to have at least one 
receipe from each family member, so all of you will be represented. Thank You, 
Linda
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Douglas Curtis Mages- November 07,1985-October 25, 2008

Our deepest sympathy to Jermayne, Duane, Roger, James and Trish and Boys, Laura and 
Ryan and Girls, Ken and Trista and Julia Rose, Steven and Melanie.  Our hearts are heavy 
with grief,but how fortunate we feel to have known and loved Doug.  Everyone who knew 
him, and especially his family is a better person because he was in their life.
Only God knows the whys, and our faith is in God.  Blessed be his memory.  Until later 
Doug may we meet again.  All our love,  Your Family

      Douglas C. Mages
Born: November 07,1985
Died:October 25,2008
Funeral Mass:October 29,2008
St. Martin Parish Center
St. Martin, Minnesota
Burial: St Martin Parish 
Cemetery
St. Martin, Minnesota
In our hearts to stay
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Uncle Ozzie and his horses and cart

It is not easy to find the right words to say at a funeral; it is especially difficult at this one. Usually the most we can manage is 
to say, “You have my sympathy.” But these four words seem so inadequate to express what we feel in our hearts.
Today, as we gather to celebrate the life of Doug, we are very personally aware of how mysterious our lives are, individually 
and with others. We have many questions: Why? Why Doug? Why this? Why now? The answers lie hidden with God, and so 
for Doug and for all of us, the mystery remains.
Today we mourn the absence of Doug among us and we ask the “why” questions about the meaning of events in his life, 
questions about the meaning of human life and death. The tragic experience of Doug’s death makes us ask these questions 
with more intensity and urgency. But we must understand that no member of Doug’s family, nor anyone here today, is 
responsible for Doug’s death. It remains mysterious, and so we lack the why’s of his death and words for his death.
But there is one in our midst today who does have the right words for this occasion, one who is most able to speak to hearts 
full of sorrow. This one is Jesus, the one who spoke to us a moment ago in the gospel. 
Jesus tells us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Throughout his life, Jesus put people’s fears to flight by his preaching and 
teaching and healing. And because his words and deeds filled people’s hearts with faith, there was less room for fear.
After his resurrection, Jesus continued to put fear to flight. And today, Jesus gives us the way and the means to calm our fears 
and steady our hearts when he says: “You have faith in God; have faith also in me.”
Such faith does not remove our sorrow at Doug’s death. But faith gives us this assurance: for Doug and all those made in the 
divine image, “The favors of the Lord are not exhausted, God’s mercies are not spent.” God’s merciful love is everlasting.
We come to know God’s love for us most completely in Jesus Christ. “What will separate us from the love of Christ?” Saint 
Paul asks in the second reading. The short answer is: nothing will. Not human anguish, or weakness, or sinfulness, or any 
kind of human suffering. These things didn’t, couldn’t, separate Doug from the everlasting love of God in Jesus Christ. For 
that love is stronger than death. That love is God’s eternal gift to those God makes his own in baptism. We are made in the 
image of the living God, and death—no matter when or how it comes—cannot erase that divine image from us. God holds us 
in life and in death because God never lets us go.
Death has no power to snuff out the life of God that God has shared with Doug whom we bury today and with each of us here 
today. Our faith affirms that we possess within ourselves the seed of eternal life. Our faith unites us with Doug; it overflows 
into an ocean of hope that Doug, whom we love and mourn today, has found true life in God. This faith affirms what we shall 
soon pray: “Lord, for your faithful people life is changed, not ended.”
In death, Doug’s mortal life is changed, but it remains his life, with all the circumstances and aspects of his life: his growing 
up with six always-wonderful siblings -- they paid me to say that; his caring for the Holsteins (my favorite farm animals); his 
education in local schools, this parish’s religious education program, and a year at Ridgewater College; his brief plan to 
become a professional football player (ask his brother Steven for details); his delightful smile, like the one in his high school 
graduation photo from 2004.

Many of my best memories of Doug center on his serving Mass in this church. He often did that on the greatest feast days—
that’s what happens when your mother schedules the ministers for parish liturgies. Doug was a very capable and 
conscientious server, very serious—even more serious in the sanctuary than I was. I even tried to make him laugh a bit when 
he stood next to me at the presider’s chair. I remember Doug surveying the hot dogs being grilled to perfection at the annual 
servers’ picnic; of course he enjoyed his share of them after some tough play. But when you play basketball for the 
Paynesville Bulldogs as Doug did, you have to be tough! Doug and Steven accompanied me to the St. Cloud diocesan 
Eucharist in Alexandria on New Year’s Eve, 1999, that welcomed the new millennium. I’m glad that they were chosen to 
bring the gifts of bread and wine to the altar during that Mass. I think that the tons of Christmas cookies we took along helped 
them survive the trip home.
But now Doug has another home. As part of the marvelous change that life-after-death undergoes, Jesus has prepared a place 
for Doug in his Father’s house. That place surely will have all the warmth and familiarity of the home that he shared with his 
family in St. Martin. In Doug’s new home, God’s mercies are never-ending.
Today, the heaviness of our hearts cannot be concealed from Jesus; yet he invites us to do what we are called to do whenever 
we celebrate the Eucharist: “Lift up your hearts.” Doug had a Catholic heart, a heart formed by the faith of his family and 
parishioners here in St. Martin. Such was the heart that Doug lifted up to God in his love for his family, in his prayer, in his 
generosity, and in his careful work as a carpenter. May St. Joseph, the carpenter and foster-father of Jesus, show Doug all the 
tools in heaven’s workshop.
“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” Jesus says. These life-giving words can calm our hearts and fill them with faith, not fear; 
with hope, not despair; with love, not bitterness. Here, today, Jesus accompanies us on our road of sadness and confusion, 
and assures us of his presence, his loving presence. The Eucharist that we offer for Doug is the meal of Christ’s presence, the 
meal that Doug shared with us here during his too-short life. And because Jesus Christ is Lord of the living, Doug lives with 
his risen Savior in our Father’s house for all eternity. Doug, see you there!

Homily From Doug's Funeral-By Father Mike
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at Morton 
on a Sunday morning before church)

Doug
We Love You

Doug and His Hero- His Dad

Doug and His 
Godfather Curt

Doug was always up to something

Doug helping Grandpa and Grandma 
move.  He was a hard working,  kind 
fun, generous, loving, wonderful 
person.

The Doug we know and 
love.
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Kodet Sister's Day

September 30, 2008
Sister's day came to Sleepy Eye!  Mary Lou and Martha arrived at 9a.m.  Shortly after 
Adella and Johanna, Julie and Carol arrived.  We were all having coffee and Kolachy 
when Betty and Barb crashed the party.  Soon after Sue Butzer came from 
Minneapolis.  After viewing pictures that everyone brought, we had a potluck dinner.
Bingo is our after dinner game and everyone brings bingo prizes. Sue had a full clothes 
basket full of prizes plus a 3M bag for everyone.  So the table was piled high with so 
many prizes we had no reason to steal from each other.
Debbie came out in the earyl afternoon, so she also played bingo.  
After that the 5 of us sisters exchanged gifts. This year we brought on big gift and drew 
numbers to find our gift.  We also exchanged jams and jellies, salsa, and garden 
produce. 
We had a great day- lots of laughter.  Johanna celebrated her 88th birthday in a fun way.
My gift that was brought by Adella, was a brown purse, matching scarf, gloves and 
cap. Soon you will see me in all my finery.  Love, Mom

Left to right- Front:  Mary Lou Butzer, Mom Barbara Mages), Johanna Kodet
Back: Martha Serbus and Adella Mages
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2008 Mages Family Christmas

Mages Family Christmas 
Saturday, December 20, 2008

Sleepy Eye, MN
You are invited to join us for this 

most joyous time of the year,
Christ, our Savior is born…….

Noon potluck held in St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church Social Room

The following items to be provided: 
turkey, potatoes, gravy, coffee, juice, 

napkins, and utensils.
For those of you who would like to 

attend, there is Mass at 5:30pm in the 
Church.

The 2008 committee; Dan & Arlene, 
Rick & Jane, Larry & Deb, Mike & 

Amy and families
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Madeline

Madeline

Hi everyone out there in Magesville; I just wanted to update you 
on the outcome of Madeline's volleyball season for the St. Mary's 
Lady Knights. They had an outstanding season record of 24-5-2. 
They were undefeated in conference play and were ranked 
number #1 for the first time ever in St. Mary's history. Madeline 
was a front row, middle hitter. As a junior she usually didn't start 
but would most often come in with the first rotation so she saw a 
lot of playing time for the season. She would become the mean 
lean blocking machine while playing defense and did a great job 
of it. She was also very good at killing the ball. During playoffs, 
they defeated GFW to become Sub section champs and then 
became Section 2A runner up at the Gustavus game Nov. 1st. 
They fell to Martin County West who then went on to State. It was 
pretty much a dream season for all of us, especially her little 
brother, Brandon, the team's number one fan. 
Thanks to all who attended her games from the Mages family 
including Deb, Donna, Tom, Sharon, Scott, Rick, Jeff and LeAnn, 
Mike and Amy, Amanda, Jessica, Becca and Brandon. Also 
thanks to Donna for taking photos during the section playoff 
game. What an awesome surprise! We appreciate all of the 
support. 
Look for Becca in the team photo. She and Nicole Havenmeier 
(Dewey and Mary's) were team managers the entire season. 
They really hustled as water girls and filled a very important role 
on the team. Tony and Lisa 

Becca

Madeline Schmitz (with sister Becca) St. Mary's Volleyball

Also, thank you to Larry and Maggie for attending Madeline's 
GFW game at Fairfax in October. They saw a great game and 
they must have brought her good luck. Madeline was selected 
the Redwood area player of the game that night. Way to go!
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Kids Against Hunger 
was held Sunday, November 
16 at the Orchid Inn in 
Sleepy Eye, MN. This was 
our fifth annual drive to 
help eliminate hunger world 
wide. Over 63, 200 meals 
were packaged for the 
hungry. Around 250 
volunteers attend this 
worthwhile event. Many 
Mages’ were in attendance 
to help. We are close to our 
goal in collecting $6,320.00. 
If you wish to donate let 
Rick or Deb know or you may 
just wish to say a prayer for 
this special cause. Thank you 
to all for your support 
during this Thanksgiving 
season.

Front-left to right: Betty, Dad, Mom
Back-Jane, Brianna, Rick, Jessica, Becca, Lisa, Debbie and Amanda

Rick and Debbie

Becca and 
Jessica

Lisa and Betty

Dad and Mom



Page 11

Ashley, Kyle and Grant

   

Sister's Shopping 2008-The Magneficent Seven

Left to right-Front: Debbie, Betty and Donna
Back: Barb, Linda, Nancy and Lisa

On Friday November 14,  and Saturday 15, 2008 our annual Sister's Shopping was held starting with “Spa Night” at 
Donna Nelson's home in rural Grove City, Mn.  It wasn't planned this way, but those present were the seven sisters.  
We realized this has never happened before where just the seven sisters were present anywhere.  The seven sisters 
have been together many times, but not just the seven sisters.Every half hour or so one of us would say we couldn't 
believe it.  
Friday evening and the wee hours of the morning were spent with foot, hand and back massages.  We also did facials, 
and all of us got our toenails painted by Lisa.  Lisa also did the hand massages, with Nancy doing the foot massages 
and facials.  Debbie supplied us the night through with Fisher Wines. Donna had the whole house filled with lit 
candles and soft music.  Everyone brought snacks upon snacks, so we ate well also.  There was so much laughter our 
sides ached.  We all did our share of crying too, as we talked a lot about our wonderful Doug, and all his shenanigans
Saturday morning we called Duane and Jermayne, and told them we were bringing breakfast, and then we were going 
to go to St. Cloud to shop.  We took all the spa tools along and treated Jermayne and Duane to Spa Breakfast.  Duane 
asked us seven sisters if we would like to help plant an evergreen they received for Doug's funeral, and we did.  We 
were so honored they asked us, and we all cried together. We did go to Farming, Mn.(6 miles from their place) to the 
old school and did some shopping there.  We all went to Paynesville for lunch and then visited Ron and Diane Mages' 
store.  We had the most wonderful weekend even if we never made it to St. Cloud.  The weekend of a lifetime.  Linda
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Kyle

Spa Weekend
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Uncle Ozzie and his horses and cart

Sister's Shopping Weekend Cont.

The oils used for our massages
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Doug's 
Trees
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