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God's Blessings to All !!  Love ya, Linda

WOW!!! What a cold, icy and snowy winter.  This is the kind of 
winters we use to have. All that is missing is a good 3 day 
blizzard.
We wish all of you a very happy valentines day.
Mom and Dad made the trip to Arizona in flying colors.  I'm so 
glad they are there in the sunshine.  I hope you get to go 
swimming everyday.
Another enjoyable correspondence from our cousins in Germany.  
Thanks Larry for keeping us up with them.  Thanks also for all the 
updating on other distant relatives of ours.  
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Newspaper 
Deadline

News is due by the 20th

mimi@myclearwave.net

Coming Events

www.magesonline.com

Ashley, Kyle and Grant

February Birthdays
Ed Mages Feb 01
Jennifer Gall Feb 03
Lindsey Mages Feb 03
Nancy Strate Feb 12
Sarah Mills Feb 16
Dylan Nelson Feb 17
Mikayla Mages Feb 21
Tony Schmitz Feb 25
Brady Mages Feb 27

   

February 28, 2009- Baby shower for Alan and 
Julia Strand.
April 04,2009- Brianna and Riley's Bridal Shower
April, 2009- Strand baby due
June 13, 09- Wedding of Brianna and Riley
June2009- Private Wedding of Gina Deegan and 
Todd Andersen
July 25,26,09-Mages camping and picnic at Lake 
Koronis near Paynesville, Mn.  Hosts are Duane 
and Jermayne Mages and Family.
September 19 & 20,09-Sister's Weekend at 
Emerald Hideaway.
November 2009- Sister's shopping Mankato  
overnight at Barbs
December 05,2009-Wedding of Jennifer and Adam

Mages Family Summer Camping 
and Picnic

Duane and Jermayne and family will host this 
years summer camping and picnic.  The 
camping will be held Saturday July 25,2009, at 
their farm starting at noon.  Bring your campers 
or tents, but R.S.V.P. to them first.  Doesn't that 
sound like fun.  Anyone who wants to bring a 
musical instrument or  a song to sing you are 
welcome to do so. Bonfire in the evening.  

New Address and E-mail

Kim Strate
StrateKn@Students.witc.edu
N9356 Fireland Rd
Hayward, Wisconsin  5484

Gina and Todd
210 Byron St
Mankato, Mn  56001

Jeff Plath
Songpa-gu
Bangi-dong
Seoul, South Korea
122-13,202
jeffreyplath@hotmail.com

Cell Phone Correction
Brian Strate
763-229-3241
Michelle Strate
507-227-4447

Sister's Weekend Update
The New Categories Are:
Jermayne-Queen of the Slippers has chosen 
gowns for her category.
Kathy-Queen of the Sunglasses has chosen 
purses for her category.
Donna-Queen of the hats has chosen hats, as it 
is a tradition, for her category.
Start now ladies as the competition is tough.

mailto:StrateKn@Students.witc.edu
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Memoriam
Charles Leo Strate
January 19,2001-2009
In loving memory of Charles:
Husband, Dad, Grandpa, Son-in-Law, 
Brother-in-Law, and Uncle, who passed 
away eight years ago, January 19,2001

Yes:eight years have passed and still each 
and every day you are remembered in 
some special way.  It may be in a picture, a 
remembered phrase or in numerous other 
ways.  For each one of us has our magical 
memories for keeping you ever so near in 
our hearts,  and in our minds.  Our tears 
still fall, and our hearts are still saddened, 
especially as we stare at that empty chair 
this time of year.  You were our rock here 
on earth, and now our angel watching over 
us, for which we are so very lucky.  
Chuck, Charles, Charlie—You are dearly 
loved, missed and remembered!!!
Nancy and Kim
Connie, Doug, Nicole and Natalie
Becky, Shane, Carter and Trevor
Brian, Michelle, Kyle, Nicholas and Riley
Sarah, Chad and Garrett

Mystery Photo 
submitted by Nancy Strate

Nancy wants to know if anyone 
can name the wedding that this 
picture of Rick Mages was taken.
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HELLO LARRY, It was very nice to read your last mail !!! But my answer comes once again a little late 
- i'm sorry, that can happen sometimes with me. THANK YOU for sending all the pages of the "MAGES family 
newsletter" we appreciate it so very much and it is a great honour for us to receive it. It is so bad, that the 
wonderful american MAGES family lives so far away from us, it would be great if the both MAGES families 
could meet eachother many times in the year. We would like to meet all of you and, of course, we would visit all 
your wonderful concerts !! You published my mail in the newsletter, that's no problem for me and also a vey great 
honour Larry, i would be very glad if the american MAGES would like to read it .... the only problem is my 
"poor" english ! But i hope the mail is, despite my bad english, tolerable to read ! Also you wrote that you would 
like to come over to Germany some day, to visit maybe also the "old homeland", the region where our ancestors 
lived so close together. Larry, you all are hearty welcome at our home, we always will have an open door 
for you. If you want to do that, i would like to show you the nice country where our ancestors lived long ago. 
As you know, the village is unfortunately lost since around 60 years, but some of the former german/bohemian 
villages, which were settled a little more deeper in the former Czechoslovakia, still exist and the landscape in that 
area is really very nice. Yes, and now i will collect some stuff about UNTERHÜTTEN for you. I don't have very 
much material, a lot of worthful stuff like old photos or documents got lost in the horrible expulsion after the war, 
but what i can find, i will send to you !! But please give me still some more time Larry, i takes a little while until i 
will have all that stuff ready. At the moment i don't know, if i can send it to you via eMail or on a CD via 
"normal" mail. But the more i think about, the more i guess it is better to send it on a CD or DVD, then i could 
send to you also a lot of photos out of the "old homeland". I've got your adress (from your "card") - could i send 
the CD to that adress Larry ? If not, would you give me please maybe another adress ? But once again, please 
have still some patience and give me a while for making it ready. You wrote, that you can use GOOGLE 
EARTH. That is such a very good possibility to "visit" different sites of our whole planet - just with some 
"mouseclicks". It's a very great online tool !!!! 
The UNTERHÜTTEN site and the area many miles around, were for a long time only in very bad satellite 
pictures to see. But fortunately a few month ago, they renewed the pictures of that area and they are really good 
enough now. More of UNTERHÜTTEN you will get later, but the satellite coordinates i can give you already 
today. I'm very glad, that i can introduce you the homeland of our common ancestors via the great GOOGLE 
EARTH : But first i want to invite you to our home, we live a few kilometers east of Nuremberg. I don't know if 
you know a little about our city, it has a nice mediavel oldtown, but the whole city has over 500 000 residents. In 
the Nuremberg "motropolregion" (together with some smaller cities close to Nuremberg) there live even around 
3.5 million people. But we live here in a small village, in the middle of the forest. Since 1972 our village "Brunn" 
( it means so much as "well" or "fountain" in english) belongs to Nuremberg.

News From Germany- Submitted by Larry Mages

If you want a 
clearer map let me 
know and I will e-
mail it to you
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Uncle Ozzie and his horses and cart

I want to encourage all of you to send 
your favorite receipes, and pictures to be 
entered in the Mages Family Cookbook.  
It would be nice to be working on it as I 
go instead of all next fall.  Paragraphs of 
your Mages family memories are 
encouraged from all family members 
which does include the in-laws.  I will 
be giving monthly updates as to the 
progress of the cookbook.   It would be 
ideal to have at least one receipe from 
each family member, so all of you will 
be represented. Thank You, Linda

Que Sera Sera (Mages Family 
Cookbook)

Here are the coordinates of our home in Nuremberg / Brunn : 
49°26'05.52" 11°15'26.27"

And here are the coordinates of Unterhütten : Exactly here was the middle of the nice old village. 
Today there are there a small forest and a lot of bushes. 

Maybe in "GOOGLE EARTH" the landscape lookes a little "boring", but in "real" it is very nice there. 
49°29'08.48" 12°38'50.77"

A little outside of the village, there stood on a hill a very nice hunting castle. 
Unfortunately it is a ruin today, only a few walls remained of the castle "Dianahof". 

49°29'21.24" 12°39'01.19"
There was the old border checkpoint between Bohemia and Germany/Bavaria. The name of the village is 

"Schwarzach". 
Before the WWII, Schwazach was much bigger, there was a bohemian and a bavarian part. 

The bohemian part (east of the checkpoint) got distroyed by the czechs. 
49°29'42,33" 12°38'37,67" 

This is the borderbrook, (not so good to see from high above) its name is also "Schwarzach" it flows from 
Bohemia to Bavaria. 

The brook was in old times, and he is still today, the border between Germany and Czech. 
49°29'19,10" 12°38'37,73" 

If you compare the satellite pictures to old maps, a few meters northest of the former village, you can see still 
today the "frames" of the old fields. 

Our ancestors worked very hard on that fields, but today the czechs use it for a part as meadows and pastures 
and for the rest they don't care at all. 

49°29'15,54" 12°38'46,86" 
Here is the old village map, where you can compare the old village and especially the fields to the "sat" picture : 

German Cousins Continued

Hey everyone,Merry late Christmas and 
Happy New Year! Hope everyone is good. 
Anyways, just wanted to let you all know 
that I decided to partake in the Special 
Olympics Polar plunge on Feb 7 2009. I'm 
participating in the polar plunge, not the 
actual special olympics. I knew I would 
have to clarify. Anyways, the event is held 
to raise money for the Special Olympics. If 
anyone can wants to ensure that I have to 
jump into the frigid waters of the atlantic 
ocean in February and wants to pledge 
their support and maybe donate a few 
dollars, follow this link:
http://www.firstgiving.com/robmages and 
it will show you how. Thanks a bunch and 
God bless.Sincerely,Rob Mages

Rob's Polar Plunge

http://www.firstgiving.com/robmages
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at Morton 
on a Sunday morning before church)

Have you ever dreamed to see those beautiful rose flower floats in real life shown on TV in the New Year's 
morning parade? Well Larry & I had an awesome time when we went to the Pasadena Rose Bowl Parade in 
California held January 1, 2009. Those floats were so large, colorful, aromatic and beautiful. Larry, in his younger 
days, and his mom (Irene) always would watch the Rose Bowl Parade on TV. Irene would wish to have a color TV, 
then when they got color TV they both wished to see those many beautiful flowers in person someday. Dreams 
can come true, at least it did for Larry & Deb:) The 5+ mile parade that lasted 2 hours had 48 gorgeous floats and 
42 marching units which included marching bands and decorated horse teams.Most of the marching bands had 
over 300+ members. We sat in the middle of the parade route by the Pasadena Universtiy College where they set 
up many bleachers for the million spectators. We were priveleged to have the bands performed in front of us. 
Afterwards we walked the last 2 1/2 miles to tour all the floats at the end of the parade route. That was as unique 
as the parade itself. We got to see how each float was 100% covered in organic material. Each rose flower/bud 
was in a water tube pushed into color coded syrofoam as the volunteers would help do last minute preparations. 
Many of the floats had over 80,000 volunteer hours on each one. We seen how the mechanical team was 
hidden/camoflouged under the flowers to drive the parade route. Whenever there was a picture photo on a float it 
was created by individual tiny seeds or colored seeds. They use crushed rice for white, onion seeds for black, split 
peas, pumpkins seeds, pompis grass, tree leaves and of course every flower under the sun that grows. Up close 
the smell was invigerating and hypnotic. We took a taxi back to our car. After that experience, on the same day, 
we went to Hollywood again to the "Sidewalk Walk of Fame" and seen many famous gold embossed stars. On 
New Years Eve, the night before, we went up the mountain to Universal Studios in Hollywood for their City Walk 
Celebration. It was more fun just people watching on this special night, as we seen from elegant to casual dress. 
We actually flew out on our California trip Dec 29th and flew into San Fransico first. We drove over the 
Golden Gate Bridge, seen Alco Traz and drove to Napa Valley for the night. The next moring we drove 
by 17 vineyards in a well known 20 mile Silverado trail road. We sampled and toured at a couple wine 
vineyards along the way. It was pruning season for the grapevines. I know now, we can prune our grapes 
much more than what we have done. Larry has realtives in the Visala area, so we stayed a night with 
Tom & Nina Fischer. They gave us a tour of the miles and miles of fruit and nut orchards from their 
families 1200 acres. They were picking winter oranges when we arrived at the ranch. Close in the area 
we toured a 14,000 dairy farm which milks 240 cows 24/7. They have 4 - 60 cow carosels for their parlor. 
Wow, amazing to see. We drove a road that had one dairy farm after another with thousands of cows on 
each ranch. They were picking large fresh strawberries and cauliflower along the irrigated back roads. In 
our six days we put on almost 1500 miles with our rental car driving back roads, mountain paths and with 
other Californian crazy drivers. Their speed limit is 70 mph on the Interstate. I felt like a hazard going 75 
mph, as they were passing me everywhere on their 5-6 lane wide roads near Los Angelos. Thankfully 
Larry did most of the driving even though his license had expired on his 50th birthday in March. Oops 
forgot to update that! Thank you to Larry(Stretch) and our children for making this trip so much fun while 
touring a fasinating area of America. How about YOUR new travel excursions? I can't wait to read about 
your new trips and experiences next time in the Mages Family Newlsetter. Hugs, Deb

Awesome Vacation
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Vacation Pictures
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Baby Shower for Julia and Alan

Save Saturday April 
04,2009, as that is the date 
of the bridal shower for 
Brianna Mages and Riley 
Jensen.  It will be held from 
10:00 a.m. To 12:00p.m. At 
the Sleepy Eye Community 
Center 

Bridal Shower for Brianna and Riley

"You are All Invited to a Baby 
Shower for Julia & Alan Strand" 
at the Larry Fischer Farm on 
Saturday, Feb. 28th beginning 
at 10:00am. Hope you can come 
for some fun & games together! 
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