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FamilyReunion

God's Blessings to All !!  Love ya, Linda

God has blessed this family once again with the birth of Abigail 
Hope.  Julia was rushed to Abbott Northwestern Hospital in the 
cities with pre-eclampsia.  Little Abigail was born 2 months 
early,but she is a fighter and is doing well.  Once again the 
POWER of PRAYER.  We all wish Alan, Julia and little Abigail 
Hope all our love and best wishes.  We are all here for you just 
waiting for you to let us know when we can help in any way.
Congratulations to Debbie and Stretch the Grandparents, and Dad 
and Mom the Great Grandparents.

Our German 
Cousins
page 8
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Newspaper 
Deadline

News is due by the 20th

mimi@myclearwave.net

Coming Events

www.magesonline.com

March Birthdays

Mystique Deegan Mar 04
Jack Mages Mar 04
Bryant Mages Mar 04
Kim Strate Mar 09
Larry Fischer Mar 12
Mike Mages Mar 17
Rebecca Schmitz Mar 19
Matt Mages Mar 24
Suzanne Mages Mar 28
Mary Kay Mages Mar 30
Julia Strand Mar 31

   

February 28, 2009- Baby shower for Alan and 
Julia Strand.
April 04,2009- Brianna and Riley's Bridal Shower
April, 2009- Strand baby due
June 13, 09- Wedding of Brianna and Riley
June,2009- Private Wedding of Gina Deegan and 
Todd Andersen
July 25,26,09-Mages camping and picnic at Lake 
Koronis near Paynesville, Mn.  Hosts are Duane 
and Jermayne Mages and Family.
September 19 & 20,09-Sister's Weekend at 
Emerald Hideaway.
November 2009- Sister's shopping Mankato  
overnight at Barbs
December 05,2009-Wedding of Jennifer and Adam

Mages Family Summer Camping 
and Picnic

Duane and Jermayne and family will host this years summer 
camping and picnic.  The camping will be held Saturday July 
25,2009, at their farm starting at noon.  Bring your campers 
or tents, but R.S.V.P. to them first.  Doesn't that sound like 
fun.  Anyone who wants to bring a musical instrument or  a 
song to sing you are welcome to do so. Bonfire in the 
evening.  

New E-Mail

Mike and Jennifer Gall

5gall@newulmtel.net

Hello!
Just wanted to let all the ladies know that my wedding 
shower will be Saturday, April 4, 2009 at the Sleepy Eye 
Community Center from 10:00am-12:00pm. Riley and I 
are currently registered at Target and will be registering at 
Sears as well (Riley has to have his tools you know). We 
should be completely done registering by the end of 
February. Life has been so busy it has been difficult to 
find time to get everthing done. Hope to see you all 
there...only 4 months 'til the big day! :)
Brianna

Bridal Shower
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

   

       !Sleepy Eye is Referenced in the Minneapolis StarTribune

          . 15There was an article in the Variety section of the Feb th    edition of the
    ,     , Minneapolis StarTribune about the musical Seven Brides for Seven Brothers

        .      that is now showing at the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre The director of the
  , ,          .     show is quoted saying “I had never seen it until about a year ago I went to

      , .,      a community theater production in Sleepy Eye Minn and it tapped the heart
  .          ,      of the show ” Our very own Jacob Fischer played a role as one of the seven

,      ! (     brothers in that inspiring Sleepy Eye production Submitted by Curt and
)Kathy

Hi everyone, several of us have decided to go to Michigan March 4-5-6th 
snowmobiling. Anyone that would like to go contact Larry. Leaving early 
March 4th. Home by 10:PM March 6th. Bring roll of Duct Tape and 
swimming trunks. Larry

Snowmobile Trip

Hi,I plan on going. I have an extra snowmobile if anyone needs one. Call me at 651-308-0059 to 
reserve.Curt                                                      David F. is in too!

On Dec 13, 2008 
Rebecca Schmitz 
played McKenna 
Mages at a basketball 
tournament in Sleepy 
Eye. It was such fun 
watching the young 
ladies play against 
each other. It gave me 
that "fuzzy feeling 
inside" to think that my 
youngest niece is 
playing my oldest 
grand daughter. There 
is no generation gap in 
the Mages family, I 
loved it. Maggie

Basketball Fun
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Abigail Hope Strand
born 2-12-09 at 3:51 pm
2 lbs, 11 oz. 15-1/4 inches.
God bless this little girl behind the plastic wall
For all she knows is the ringing of the bells and
the blurred images around her. She has been taken
from my womb without warning and I long to hold her
in my arms.

Lord, I ask in your name that my child be healed.
I am willing to accept your decision no matter what
it will be. I am willing to take on the responsibilities
for caring for this child. I am willing to give this
child love and understanding no matter the cost.

Please Lord help me to accept reality and what has
happened without explanation or warning. Help me
face the fact that this is not my fault and that
I was given a special task to complete here on Earth.

God give my child the strength to make it through another 
second, minute, hour and day as each moment is a blessing 
and a triumph from heaven.

God, may you give the strength and compassion
to the caregivers and nurses that take care of my child
May you keep my child protected and free from all injury 
and pain.

Please take away the guilt and burden from my heart dear 
Lord. It is heavy and I feel it is all my fault.
Take it away dear Lord. Sweet Jesus allow me the strength 
and understanding I need to communicate with the Doctors 
and Nurses.

As you see dear Lord, I am at your mercy for the life of
my child. Please leave her here on Earth and know that
I will provide all the love and understanding that
she needs. We accept the challenge and will be
your humble servant dear Lord.
Author Unknown

Daughter of 
Alan and Julia 
Strand, 
Granddaughter 
of Debbie and 
Stretch Fischer 
and niece of 
David, Alissa 
and Jacob 
Fischer

Abby is 
doing very 
well.Thank 
You for all 
the prayers!
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Uncle Ozzie and his horses and cart

It's a girl!
Abigail Hope Strand

2 lb 11 oz
15 ¼ inches long

Born February 12th, 2009 at 3:51 pm in Abbott NW Hospital, Mpls, MN
Dear Friends and Family, Thank you ALL for your thoughts and prayers. Alan created a CaringBridge site 

to keep you up to date on Abigail Hope Strand with many photos. CaringBridge is a nonprofit 
organization that helps friends and families stay connected. You can visit Julia's CaringBridge site at 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/juliastrand. We are so grateful and excited on the progress the baby 
is making each day. Both Julia and Abby are doing well. It's amazing how tiny her fingures are next to her 
Daddy and Mommy's hands. Due to the wonderful outcome from last week, we want to mention the Baby 

Shower is back on at Grandma Deb's farm on Saturday, Feb, 28th at 10:00AM for those that 
can attend. Julia and Alan are registered at Target. They have the nursery all ready for 

Abigail's return home painted in the new jungle baby theme. God bless each one of you!  
Grandma Debbie

Alan

Julia

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/juliastrand
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at Morton 
on a Sunday morning before church)

People can buy tickets and we just want to get that out. 
Can you put in there that they can contact Chad or I to buy the tickets at 507-388-8286 - home number or my 
email address at sarah.mills@usfood.com
Thanks so much!! 
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Dear Larry,
Everyone of the german MAGES family wishes you, your family and the whole american MAGES 

family a
MERRY CHRISTMASand a happy and very healthfulNEW YEAR

THANK YOU so much for your kind Christmas greetings and the nice MAGES family 
newsletter pages you sent over to us - i can assure you, we always love to read about 
our american relatives, we enjoy the pages very much !!! 
Yes Larry, it is exactly like you wrote, also for us, it was really a very bright highlight of the year to meet 
our american relatives, the wonderful MAGES family. We’ll never forget the August 11. - it was such a 
great and unique day !!!! Then we had the big luck to visit your concert, to hear the sound of your 
wonderful music and we even could meet us personally after the concert – it was simply great. And our 
connection is still great and it will be also in the future. We appreciate our american – german MAGES 
family connection so very much, but that’s not all, we are also very proud of it. I already wrote it, but 
once again: It is so sad that there is that big distance and these many gallons of atlantic water between us, 
it would be great if we could meet us often and if we could get to know many more members of the 
american MAGES. It would be so great, if we could join your wonderful family meetings and 
celebrations. But well, you wrote that you plan to organize a group of MAGES to come over to Germany, 
thats so very great Larry. You also wrote, that it can take still years, but we are looking forward for a 
american-german MAGES meeting already now. If you want to use our help to organize that travel, we 
will help you as much as we can – please believe me, you can count and trust on us Larry. Of course we 
will stay in contact everytime, but when the time for that trip comes closer, we can communicate with the 
help of many eMails and also telephone calls (Oh God, my poor english) J to fix it all in beforehand – we 
will have a lot of fun together !!!! Please excuse, that you don’t received the “Unterhuetten material” yet, 
but the time was running so very fast since we are back home, not to believe, that it is already more than 
3 month since we left “our” loved America. Well, my time was really some rare lately, but over the 
coming holidays and in the first week of 2009, i will be at home a lot of time and then i will collect the 
stuff of our ancestors village and will make it ready to send it over the big pond.I’m so sorry Larry, but i 
beg you for some more patience.In every family, there happen good and bad, nice and sad incidents. The 
american Mages family is a very big one and so every year such good and bad things can happen also in 
that wonderful family. It is very sad what happened last year. The death of Douglas is so very sad. He 
was a very young man and he would have such a long life ahead of him.It is so very sad, sometimes 
happen “sudden irrational acts” - for sure, if he had slept over, he wouldn’t have done this, but it is to 
late now – that’s simply too sad !!You know we are in permanent Contact to Jo Anne and Cletus, we 
knew about Clete’s brother Gilbert and his bad illness. It is also so very sad, that he passed away – much 
to early!!! Unfortunately we were not able to met him personally, but he was also a MAGES and we 
know, that he was really a great man.In our thoughts we are many times at our gone cousins and their 
mourning families !! Oh man, it is every year the same, there are still sa lot of things to do before 
Christmas eve, on top of it, i have to work even tomorrow from 4 a.m. to 2 p.m. - so i close again 
now.We send millions of greetings to our american MAGES family !!!!Unfortunately i cannot send mails 
to everyone of the family, but always you will meet a lot of them Larry, so please please please - would 
you do us the favour, to give our kindest greetings and wishes to as much MAGES as possible ? THANK 
YOU Larry !!!!! We love you all !!!Until soon !

Your cousins from Germany
HELMUT, BIRGIT, 

Andi & Tobi
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