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God's Blessings to All !!  Love ya, 
Linda

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL OF YOU.  MAY YOUR CHRISTMAS BE 
BLESSED BY THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD, AND A JOY IN YOUR 
HEART TO CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR. WE SURE HAD MANY 
WONDERFUL ADDITIONS TO OUR FAMILY THIS YEAR.  KEEP 
THOSE BABIES COMING!!!!!!!

MONICA IS DOING WELL, AND FOR THAT WE ARE PRAYFULLY 
GRATEFUL.  WAY TO GO MONICA.

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO OUR MOTHER FOR THE LOSS 
OF HER SISTER JOHANNA, AND TO MAGGIE AND LARRY AND 
FAMILY FOR THE LOSS OF MAGGIES MOTHER MARION 
SELLNER.  MAY THEY REST IN PEACE.



Page 2

December Birthdays
Sarah Mages Dec 01
Scott Mages Dec 05
Rick Mages Dec 05
Garrett Mills Dec 06
David Nelson Dec 07
Linda Gall Dec 10
Erica Mages Dec 11
Jeff Mages Dec 13
Rob Mages Dec 17
Adam Weseman Dec 19
Adam Bemmels Dec 21
Brooke Wolf Dec 25
Dan Mages Dec 26
Amanda Schmitz Dec 28
Alissa Fischer Dec 28
Teresa Campbell Dec 29
Theresa Wagner Dec 30
Jory Mages Dec 31

www.magesonline.com

News Deadline is the 20th 
of each month.  Articles 

and photos can be sent to 
mimi@myclearwave.net

Coming Events
November 27,2010- Mages Christmas
St. Mary's in Sleepy Eye.
  
January 2010-Baby due for Jennifer and 
Adam

January 21,22 & 23,2011-Emerald 
Hideaway- Men and boys  fishing, 
snowmobiling and poker weekend. 

July 24,2011- Mages Family Picnic in 
North Mankato
Barb and Kevin Plath family hostess 
and host.

September 11,2011- Kodet Family 
Reunion at Larry and Maggie's Farm.

September 17& 18.2011-Sister's 
Weekend
Emerald Hideaway

Febuary 29,2012- Wedding of Mando 
and Teresa

Fall 2012- Trip to Germany

    
December 

Anniversaries
Ed and Monica Mages      Dec 10
15 years

James and Trish Mages      Dec 14
8 years

Adam and Jennifer Butler    Dec 05
1 year

New E-mails

ALISSA FISCHER
alissabfischer@gmail.com
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

Aunt Johanna-September 27,1920- November 13,2010

Thank you Mom 
and Debbie for 
all you did to 
get bouquets to 
Johanna's and 
Marion Sellner's 
funerals.  You 
did a beautiful 
job or arranging 
them Debbie.  
Thank You from 
all of us.
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MARION SELLNER- JULY14,1918-NOVEMBER 15,2010

Thank You for all your heartfelt 
wishes and hugs and calls. It was so 
kind of all of you. We will miss all 
the love my Mom shared with so 
many and her laugh. She died very 
peacefully with family around her 
even a few grandchildren and great-
grandchildren at her side. She only 
opened her eyes for a few seconds 
but she was able to squeeze our 
hands and her lips moved as we 
prayed the rosary. Thanks just doesn't 
seem to say enough. We love you, 
all. Maggie & Larry and Family

Thank You Larry and his deer at 
Emerald Hideaway
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Hey everyone....we 
would love to see 
you Next Saturday 
the 27th at the 
Mages family 
Thanksgiving/Chris
tmas Party. Make 
sure you pass all of 
the details onto 
your family 
members, as I am 
not sure if 
everyone's email is 
included in this 
message. Lisa 
Schmitz

Let's All Have a Ball
At the

Annual Mages Family
Thanksgiving and Christmas Celebration

Saturday, November 27th

12 Noon, Potluck Turkey Dinner

St. Mary's Church Social Room

Sleepy Eye, Mn.

We will be celebrating together in all out “Mages Style” with the world's 

largest lineup of great, mouth watering cooking, plus holiday crafts for the 

kids, a special visit from a very important man in red, and a talented musical 

sing along by our Mages relatives.

*Bring your guitars and holiday music!

*Bring your kids because they won't want to miss this!

*Bring your girlfriends and boyfriends because there is always room at the 

table..or on your lap...plus we always need someone new to tease!

*Guys, wear your clothes and bolo ties from Grandpa Alphonse as a special 

tribute to him and as a surprise to our wonderful Grandma Barbara!

*Jermayne, bring your homemade bread because that will draw at least an 

extra 100 cousins and we are hoping for the biggest turn out ever!

Love, Santa's hard working elves....Larry and Maggie Mages, Tom and Sharon 
Mages, Curt and Kathy Mages, Tony and Lisa Schmitz and Families.

The committee will be supplying the turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy and drinks such as coffee, lemonade 
and hot chocolate, plates, napkins, cups and utensils.
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Hunting and 4 wheeling 
at Emerald Hideaway
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

MICHAEL J. GALL- JULY 31,1972- DECEMBER 24,2009
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Thankful for the many blessing we have........ As we try to live each day to the fullest, it so easy to lose track and take for granted the 
many blessing we all have from our Precious Lord and Savior. In October, I had the chance to visit Guatemala for a second time to build a 
house for a poor family of four and to see the children, Silvia and Nancy, that my mom Jermayne and I sponsor together. There were a 
total of 11 people that went on this fabulous life changing experience trip, mostly family and friends. Some of us sponsor children through 
a organization called Common Hope which was established in 1986 by Dave and Betty Huebsch to bring hope and opportunity to poor 
families in Guatemala. Inspired by the support of friends and neighbors, this grassroots project has grown into a dynamic organization , 
helping thousands of people overcome poverty and is now celebrating 25 wonderful years of service. Common Hope's Mission is to 
promote hope and opportunity in Guatemala, partnering with children, families and communities who want to participate in a process of 
development to improve their lives through education, health care , housing and family development. Here is a brief explanation of 
each of the resources that Common Hope provides and why: Education: Education is not free in Guatemala, and many families must 
choose to which child to send to school. Less than 2/3 rd's of children make it to grade 5. Guatemalan literacy is far below average in 
Latin America- only 2/3 rd's of the population is literate as of 2002. Common Hope believe that education is the key to long term change. 
It is their vision that students will graduate from high school with the leadership and organizational skills needed to become agents of 
change in heir own communities. They provide the necessary resources to send over 2,000 students to school each year. Because, these 
students often struggle in school, the provide educational support like after-school tutoring, and youth development to help each student 
succeed. The provide literacy classes for parents and special training for school teachers to further boost educational achievement for 
their students and the broader community. Healthcare: 
In Guatemala there are only 9 doctors for every 10,000 people on average. (Isn't that sad.) Major causes of death still include malnutrition 
and treatable diseases such as diarrhea, pneumonia, and respiratory illness. The infant mortality rate is one of the highest in Central 
America. Common Hope's clinics treat medical problems, from diabetes to malnutrition to broken bones. The provide basic curative 
health care and access to low cost medications that would not be available otherwise. They also teach families proper nutrition and other 
preventive measures to promote good health. This past year, there was a clinic from Mn who donated an x-ray and ultrasound machine for 
the Common Hope clinic and it has made a huge difference in what they can treat and how to provide accurate healing solutions. 
Housing: 
Homes with cornstalk walls and dirt floors are very common in Guatemala. Over half of the population lacks housing with utilities and 
sufficient space, leading to health issues and overcrowding. Families can work community service hours at Common Hope to earn a small 
house with a concrete floor that is clean, dry and safe. Families can also earn building materials to add a stove, latrine, running water and 
electricity. 
Family Development: 
More than 1/3 of Guatemalans live on less than $2 a day, and over half live below the poverty line. Often alcoholism, abuse, 
unemployment and low self -esteem prevent families from moving out of poverty and improving their lives. To address these issues, 
social workers from Common Hope that are from Guatemala link families to their comprehensive and integrated services. Each family is 
paired with a social worker who develops a personal relationship with them. Together they identify obstacles and goals and create a plan 
tailored to the family's needs and aspirations. 
Common Hope would not exist if there weren't people like us that can sponsor to help give Guatemalan's the above resources. When 
sponsoring a child you can either sponsor a child for $60.00/month or can share a child with another family and sponsor $30.00/month. 
Sponsorship is a powerful way to offer hope and opportunity to a child in Guatemala- a chance to make a real difference and create a 
lasting connection with a family in need. While sponsorship centers around a personal relationship with a student, your support also 
benefits the child's entire family, providing access to Common Hopes resources and programs to help better their lives for the families. 
From my experience with sponsoring, my Mom and I as well as my sister Melanie and others have seen first hand how it has made a huge 
impact with the Guatemalan children and families. This year I was able to give my personal hugs and congratulations to our sponsor 
child, Silvia, who is now graduating October 29th of 2010 and has successfully reached her dream goal of receiving a degree in teaching. 
She is going to be a teacher for kindergarten or first grade in a public school located near Antigua. Silvia and her family was so 
THANKFUL to us for sponsoring her because without sponsorship her family could not afford to send her to school because of the injury 
that occurred to her Dad several years ago and lost his factory job.He had an accident at work and lost part of his right arm/hand and after 
much therapy he was able to regain some control to this right arm again but now it's difficult for him to find a job in Guatemala because 
of his disability:( After saying good bye to her, my heart was over-filled with sadness and joy. I'm excited to see here graduate and now it's 
time for her to be on her own. We are not able to continue to sponsor once they graduate. Fortunately, I was able and ready to sponsor 
again. So, the Common Hope team was able to bless me with another child and her name is Nancy and she is 10 years old and is in 2nd 
grade. My mom and I are still sharing the sponsorship and we are hoping to see her and the family again in a couple of years . 
I've enclosed some photos from my experience to share with you all and to help educate about the mission of Common Hope. They are 
always looking for more sponsorship and I feel like it's my mission to help continue to keep this wonderful organization maintaining their 
mission/purpose. If anyone would like to sponsor and would like to know more about his organization, feel free to call me or check out 
the website at www.commonhope.org Their main headquarters is located in St.Paul, Mn and they also have a storage unit for any 
donations that help out Guatemalan's. My dear friend, Cheryl Hellerman started this journey for me 6 years ago and I'm so thankful to her 
for introducing Common Hope to me and ever since my first trip to Guatemala we will always go back every 2-3 years or as able, to 
introduce new people to this wonderful and life changing experience. I would love to go on my own, but I'm lacking the Spanish 
capability at this time. Some day I'm hoping to learn Spanish and to introduce new family and friends each time I go. I also want to say 
Thank You to Larry and Maggie and their family because I was able to use their music from "Now I can Dance" to help make a difference 
towards strengthening other's faith in our group as we went on this mission trip. You have great- inspiring words in your songs that God 
has blessed you with. Thanks again for making that wonderful CD and God Bless you with hoping to make more inspiring music. Enjoy 
the photos and for this Thanksgiving Season here is a message from Ephesians 5:20 " Always giving thanks for all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father. 
With Love and God's Blessing to all, Laura Wolf 

http://www.commonhope.org/
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Laura in Guatemala
Laura and Jermayne's sponcer family Laura and Nancy- sponcer child

Laura with Silvia's family

Laura and Silvia

Laura putting up a wall

Laura teaching a child 
to hammer a  nail

Laura far left and the 
construction crew
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Ashley, Kyle and Grant

Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Sister's Shopping at Betty's During the Winter's First Snow Storm
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