
F E B R U A R Y   2 0 1 0

Febru ary 

2010

Issu e 148
Inside This 

Edition 
Table of Contents
page 1

Letter From the 
Editor
page 1

Birthdays
page 2

The Plunge
page 2

Coming Events
page 2

Our Family
page 2

New E-mails
page 3

Our Mike
page 3

Mike Continued
page 4

Michael
page 5

Good Friends
page 6

Doug's Tombstone
page 6

Steven Singing
page 6

Choir
Page 7

Family
Reunion

God's Blessings to All !!  Love 
ya, Linda

Tragedy has once again struck our family with the death of 
Michael our son, father, husband, grandson, nephew and 
cousin.  Dad, Doug and Chuck needed a fouth card player 
in heaven, and they knew Mike loved to play cards.    We 
love you Mike and we miss you.

God's art work has been just gorgeous this winter.  I've 
never seen the trees as beautiful as they are this winter, 
and so many times.  Today the trees stayed beautiful all 
day as the sun never came out. Wonderful Thank you God.
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February 
Birthdays

Ed Mages Feb 01
Jennifer Gall Feb 03
Lindsey Mages Feb 03
Nancy Strate Feb 12
Abigail Strand Feb 12
Sarah Mills Feb 16
Dylan Nelson Feb 17
Mikayla Mages Feb 21
Tony Schmitz Feb 25
Brady Mages Feb 27

www.magesonline.com

News Deadline is the 20th 
of each month.  Articles 

and photos can be sent to 
mimi@myclearwave.net

Coming Events
January 22-24,2010- Men and Boys fishing 
and snowmobiling party at Emerald's 
Hideaway.

February-2010- Baby due for Sarah and Chad

March-2010- Baby due for James and Trish

April-2010-Baby due for Greg and MaryKay

June-2010-Baby due for Gina and Todd

August 28,2010-Wedding of Melanie and 
Stevie

September 18-19,2010-Sister's Weekend

Fall 2012- Trip to Germany
    

Our Family
Our Family
is a circle of
strength and love.

With every birth
and every union
the circle grows.

Every joy shared
adds more  love.

Every crisis
faced together
make the 
circle stronger.

Submitted 
by Barb 
Plath

Hey all,
I will be jumping into the Atlantic 
ocean again this year in order to 
raise money for the Special 
Olympics. I will be participating on 
Feb 6. If any one could find it in 
their heart to pledge me and make a 
donation to this worthy cause, it 
would be greatly appreciated. You 
can make an online donation at 
http://www.firstgiving.com/robmages
. Thanks again to everyone. 
God Bless. 
Love 
Rob

The Plunge
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As of today, January 4th, we will no longer be able to receive email at this 
address - dmages@sleepyeyetel.net. 
our new addresses are Dan- dmages2@yahoo,com 
Arlene- amages49@hotmail.com 

New E-mails

To the most wonderful family in the world.  Words can't even begin to say 
Thank You the way we mean it.  You have all showed us your love and 
support in a thousand different ways.  Though a blizzard and 22 inches of 
snow you where there, all the food brought and served you were there, 
holding us up you were there, even though it was Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day you were there, all the visits, cards, phone calls you were 
there, crying with us your were there, the wake and funeral you were there.  
We love all of you so very very much.
Why Mike had to leave us so young, we will never know.  God was calling 
his name and he answered his call.  Mike will always be loved and missed.
We will store all your love in our hearts until the end of time and cherish this 
wonderful family we are so proud to be a part of.

                                                               Love you all and God Bless You!
                                                               Jennifer, Nathan, Nicholas and Nolan
                                                               Joe and Linda
                                                               Gina, Todd, Joshua, Mysti Lynn and 

      Rowan

OUR MIKE
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Mike Continued
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Michael Joseph Gall July 31, 1972- December 24, 2009
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Photos From Duane and Jermayne
Steven playing in St. Martin 
Church on Sunday, Jan 17. Shirley 
and Loren Frigaard also attended 
mass with us and then we went 
out for brunch in Paynesville. 
Duane and Jermayne
As of November 20, Doug's 
tombstone was put in place. If 
anyone is ever in the area pay him 
a visit. Duane and Jermayne
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

Nancy and Butch are pleased to 
announce their engagement.  An 
early spring wedding is planned.  
 Congratulations you two.  
Welcome to the family Butch and 
Butch's family.

Show Choir 
Competition
Hastings High 
School is hosting a 
show choir 
competion on Sat. 
February 20th. 
Over 20 show 
choirs will be 
performing, each 
doing a 
choreographed 
singing and dancing 
routine. It's highly 
entertaining! 
Suzanne and 
Michelle will be in 
it. Call or email for 
details if you'd like 
to come! Kathy and 
Curt

I've attached a few photos of the fruit 
we picked at the house next door to 
your mom's in AZ. It was so beautiful 
and plentiful and delicious.  Kathy

Arizona Fruit

Congratulations Nancy and Butch
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Prelude: Mom & Rick fly from MSP to PHX on Thursday, Jan 7, 2010 leaving in a snowstorm, it’s -30 degrees and 
they witnessed many cars going into the ditch enroute to the airport. They arrive safely and on time in Mesa, AZ at 
8:15pm with 65 degrees of warmth. The next few days Rick & Mom open up the house dusting and spraying off the 
house & patio, trimming palm trees and bushes with the local help.
Day 1: Tue. Jan 12th Stretch grinds 10 batches of feed for the animals to last while vacationing off the farm. Kathy 
drops off Curt at the Fischer Dairy Farm at 4pm and heads back to Hastings for Michelle’s basketball game. Curt, 
Jake, Stretch and David go ice fishing in Sleepy Eye Lake in the evening. Deb packs the luggage and lunch in Dad’s 
shiny white two-wheel drive 2005 Chevy pick-up/truck for the long two day trip to Arizona. Day 2: Wed. Jan 13th 
Stretch, Deb & Curt take off at 3:50am 10 minutes ahead of schedule. The three drive in a windless, cold, below -0 
weather, until we hit the Red Rock Ridge west of Comfrey where the weather was a blizzard up on the high ridge. 
Snow drifts where getting larger and longer. A car was already stuck and others waiting for the snowplow to clear the 
road. Stretch’s great driving ability got us out of long snow bank. We ended up back tracking 10 miles to get back out 
of the wind onto another route and away we went, about 20 minutes lost, good thing we left early. We took turns 
driving, traveling south and west through MN, IA, NE & CO arriving at 5:30pm in Larkspur, Colorado one hour 
south of Denver, at Cousins Brian & Cathy Fischer’s home were we spent the night. Day 3: Thurs. Jan 14th rising 
early and after a great Bed & Breakfast feast and visit & before their two kids Mike & Megan got on the school bus, 
we were again on our way by 7am. We traveled through CO, NM and AZ heading to Mesa. The trip was fun as the 
guys worked SUDOKO puzzles and we got adventurous when we took a shortcut route of back roads for 30 miles to 
see some great back country. At 3pm Kathy flies into Phoenix, AZ and Rick picks her up at the airport to deliver to 
Mom’s winter home. The two groups had fun texting each other for their route location and ETA. Upon arrival at 
8:45pm on a beautifully set two-leave oblong table a hot meal was waiting to be served. Day 4: Fri. Jan 15th Rick 
takes us all on a dairy tour of three huge Dairy farms with thousands of cows and livestock, each one being totally 
different. Rick, with his Form-A-Feed business, is very knowledgeable of the AZ rules & regulations and 
infrastructure. We were impressed with the people he knows and business he has accomplished. On the third dairy 
farm visit when he introduced us to the manager of 20 years, the manager said he was original from Litchfield, MN 
and he knew Butch Weseman and his nice family. Wow! The girls left early to go shop at the large Farmers Market of 
fresh vegetables & fruit. Mom had her cart full and it cost only $14. Kathy & Deb wished they had bigger suitcases. 
That night we all played six rounds of cards call “Duane’s game”. Each hand of 7-games the rules would change- go 
figure. Up until the last (seventh hand) the score can change drastically. We had winners and we had losers. What a 
great game you invented Duane. Day 5: Sat. Jan 16th with Rick arriving earlier he noticed Dad had many tools in the 
utility room included some paint scrapers. He got the bright idea to paint Mom’s back lattice patio, roof line and 
soffit. Almost two gallons of white paint and 4 ½ hours later we had the south side of the house done. Wow it looks 
great. Either we all come back next year again and do the front or another crew could visit & help. The rewards were 
worth every drop of paint on our heads and hands. After a 4pm lunch, Mom had to take a leaf out of the table when 
Rick left to fly back to MN. Mom is also grateful to Jane for sharing Rick with her those 10 days. After cleaning up 
good and a few beers, Mom treated us to the IHOP for a late supper. Day 6: Sun. Jan 17th we all arose early for mass, 
we left early to get a pew for the standing room only full church. We enjoyed a pancake breakfast after church as Curt 
& Kathy’s treat. We returned to watch the Vikings Win on TV. As long as it was a wipe out game we left before the 
ending to pick up our rental 4-wheelers. Curt & Kathy, Stretch & Deb drove up the FOUR PEAKS MT until dark. 
Wow, Kathy did awesome, in fact, now she could ride motorcycle, as that would be a breeze with this adventure off 
her bucket list. Day 7: Mon. Jan 18th Curt & Stretch leave early in the dark and go 4-wheeling again in the desert and 
the sandy creek beds, it starts to rain so they come back at noon very dirty. Meanwhile the girls planned to go 
swimming, but unfortunately while Mom is doing a load of laundry we had some water backup problems. She 
convincingly got the plumber to arrive quickly even though they didn’t want to come until after the expected 4-day 
rain event was over. He fixed the trouble, cleaned up and we then got to visit Mom’s near-by library instead. After a 
great pork chop meal, Mom took another leaf out of the table, as we too, had to fly back home in a few hours. We 
Minnesotans arrived at MSP at 8pm and drove home safely in a thick fog. POSTLUDE: Thanks to Mom for a great 
time of “Work Hard, Play Hard” vacation. You fed us well and were super company and hostess. It was nice meeting 
your next door neighbors who shared their bountiful fruit trees and the ladies from your aerobics swimming group 
who can’t wait to spend some time with you again. We wish you all the best this winter enjoying the nice warm 
weather. Dad’s presence will always be with you each day. Get yourself some rest, as in a few days you need to put 
those two-leaves back in the table as Duane & Jermayne, and Ron & Diane Mages are on their way with the RV. 

Put a Leaf in the Table (written by Debbie Fischer, Proofed by Curt Mages)
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Mesa, Arizona-The Hot Vacation Spot

A big thank you 
to our 
wonderful 
brother Rick for 
flying with Mom 
to Arizona so 
she can enjoy 
the warmth of 
the sun and not 
all this ice and 
snow in Minn.
Thanks to Curt 
and Kathy, 
Stretch and 
Debbie, Duane 
and Jermayne 
and Ron and 
Diane along 
with Rick for 
doing the jobs 
around Mom's 
house that 
were needed. 
I'm proud of all 
of you for being 
Christ's 
caregivers.
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Back: Dan, Larry and Duane
Front: Rick, Jeff and John (at 
Morton on a Sunday morning 
before church)

The Hot Spot
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