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Family
Reunion

The photos on this page are from Europe.  Flowers, 
flowers, flowers everywhere.  On every home, 
building, every available  square inch of soil.  It is just 
breathtaking beautiful, beyond description. Our 
cousins are just the most wonderful people we have 
had the pleasure to meet.  They made our trip 
awesome.  We can't wait until we meet again, either 
here in the USA or back in Germany.   

Love to all and God Bless.  LindaPictures Cont.
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October Birthdays
Alan Strand Oct 01
Chad Mills Oct 02
Bonita Mages Oct 10
Tim Mages Oct 10
Adam Mages Oct 11
Donna Nelson Oct 15
Riley Jensen Oct 18
Nora Mages Oct 19
Cindy Mages Oct 20
Becky Wilson Oct 26
Chrissy Mages Oct 30
Rowan Andersen Oct 30
Brad Mages Oct 31
Travis Mages Oct 31 

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
.
October 06-07, 2012- Sister's Weekend- Debbie 
Fischer's in Sleepy Eye

November 02 and 03,2012-  Sister's Shopping in 
Mankato .  Over night Friday at Lindas.

November 24,2012- Mages Christmas Party.  
Sleepy Eye, Mn. St. Mary's Church Social Room 
-12 noon

April, 3012-  Baby due for Sarah and Matt 
Mages

July 13,2013-Wedding of Amanda and John

2014- Trip for Mages Family planned by Gina.  
Possible locations are Italy and France.
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Ken and Trista Mages
7 years Oct 01

Brian and Michelle Strate
16 years Oct 05

OctoberAnniversaries

New Baby is on the Way
A Special Hello to my 
new Grandson Tobi 
Mages  From Grandma 
Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, Hannah and 
Tobi

Congratulations to Sarah, 
Matt, Noah and Evie on the 
arrival of a new baby in 
April 2013.  We all look 
forward to meeting the new 
mister or miss.  
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MaKayla Grace Strand, daughter of Alan and Julia Strand 
and Sister Abigail Hope.  She was born August 16, 2012 at 
12:35 p.m. At 5# 14 ozs and 19 inches long.

MaKayla Grace Strand
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Heartwalk in Honor of Charles Strate

     Mankato 2012 Heart walk.  Our team “Chuck's Loving 
Heart,” walked on Aug. 18, 2012, as a team and raised 
$500.00.  Sarah Mills was our team captain, and those that 
walked were front: Ava, Elie, Jen and Brent Mueller 
(classmates of Sarah's from Eden Valley), Betts, Connie, 
Chad, Ashley, Sarah, Garrett, Nancy, Carter, Natalie, Trevor, 
and Beth Tuttle (Nancy's friend.)  We had a lot of fun,  face 
and hair painting, jump rope, and coffee and bagels, yogurt 
and bananas.  This was our second year doing the walk for 
heart disease in memory of Chuck.  Come and join us next 
year.  Nancy



Sisters Weekend October 06-07,2012

    

It's almost here.....Saturday, Oct 6th we will attend Morgan Creek Vineyard at 23707  478th Ave. New 
Ulm, Mn. For the Cambria Crush: The  Annual Great Grape Stomp with the Rakstar belly dancers, 
and the traditional Morris dancers performing on the grounds.  You may go to this site for more 
details... http:morgancreekvineyards.com/events.php?eventid=20.
We will meet at the  Fischer farm at 11:30 am, or come earlier to claim your bed.  We will car 
pool together leaving promptly at 12:00 noon.  We will witness the first grape stomp competition at 
1 pm and then cheer on our team at 3 pm.  Our team is Sharon, Jermayne, Betty and Donna,(Cindy if 
you change your mink on going to that wedding up north, we'd love to cheer you on with the team.)  
There is a $15.00  entrance fee per stomper participating in the stomp. Top stomping team prize wins 
($200.00 value) free case of wine.  Plus best stomping costumes planned, rumor has it that it's the 
Lucille Ball theme?  Bring lawn chairs or a blanket to sit on the hillside ground.  They sell food on the 
grounds, so only bring in a few treats in your costume purse to munch on, if desired.  The cover 
charge cost is $5.00 at the gate.  If you wish to do wine tasting, inside the big tent, there is another 
$5.00 charge with glass.

Our Sister's Weekend categories this year are again.  Aprons, Hats, and Purses (optional to 
dress up),  Being most people attending are in costumes at this Morgan Creek Vineyard event, we 
will fit right in the celebration.  

*****Last year's winners, please gets your traveling trophies ready to return to this year's new 
winners.  This fun event is over at 4pm. We leave as soon as the 3pm competition results are 
shown.  We will then quickly head back to the Fischer farm to freshen up for St. Mary's Catholic 
Church at 5:30pm..  We will be eating supper at Carl's Corner in Essig, Mn.  We will head back to the 
Fischer farm to announce the costume competition results, wine tasting, good laughs, some 
surprises, rest and relaxation.  On Sunday Oct. 07th, we will rise up early, share and enjoy our 
famous many course breakfast.  We will exchange our $10.00-$15.00 gifts, (optional to participate).  
Followed by announce winners of the categories:(New category this year:) best impersonator 
grape stomper/belly dancer, (original) best food, drink, joke, laugh, story w/husband,cutest 
pj's, ugly socks/slippers, and theme song.  RSVP your plans, I have heard for many of you, but 
not all.  We hope you can attend one or both days.  

From your hostess of SW 2012,  
Sister Deb and Mother Barbara

http://morgancreekvineyards.com/events.php?eventid=20
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Trip to our Homeland in Europe
Our Crew: Mom, Arlene, Larry, Linda, Debbie, Curt, Stretch, 
Maggie, Dan, Helmut, Birgit and Tobi at Inge Mages and 
Franz guesthouse in Nuremberg. Germany

Dachau,Germany concentration 
camp

One of 
many many 
church 
steeples

Our lady 
of four 
pillor  
cathedral
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Curt's Version of Europe
Germany highlights by Curt,
     Instead of giving you a day by day breakdown of our trip, I thought I'd just mention a 
few highlights.
     1. Meeting our cousins: 1Helmut, Birgit, Andi, Hannah, and Tobi, and spending 
about half of our vacation with them.  2) Inge (Mages) and her husband Franz, and 
eating at their restaurant in Nuremberg, Germany, and  3) Meeting Claus (Mages) 
Vogl, and seeing his 24 cow dairy farm near our homeland.
     2. Seeing the Austrian Alps including Hitlers “Eagles Nest”, and all mountain 
villages, castles, and great scenery.  Beauty, Beauty and more Beauty.
     3.  The numerous old cities, castles, and huge churches and clock towers.
    4.  Seeing the homeland with Mom,our German cousins, siblings, and a few 
outlaws, both Bechyne and Unterhutten areas are very beautiful.  Seeing the memorial 
wall at St. Anna's chapel in Schwarzach, and seeing the photos of the 2 Mages' that 
died in WWI, and the 5 Mages' that died in WWII.

Some Highlights include:
     1.  The Dachau concentration camp, and seeing the conditions the prisoners had to 
endure.  Bless their souls.
     2.Seeing the negative effects that communism had on all the small villages in the 
Czech Republic.
     3.  Having to pay for water at every restaurant.

More Highlights include:
     1.  Starting each day with a shot of homemade peach schnapps.  Compliments of 
our bus driver Werner.  Wern was an awesome bus driver.  
     2.  Having fun as a group telling jokes, drinking bier, and listening to Larry on the 
guitar at various places.
     3.  Seeing the Pilzen brewery, inventors of Pilsner bier, and seeing how bier was 
brewed in the 1840's

We had a great vacation, and I'm looking forward to traveling with the family again in 
the futrue.  

Auf Wiederschen!
Curt

Austria
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European Trip 2012
The Family Reunion in Austria,  Our group, Mom, Arlene, Curt with the first edition, 
Maggie with the last edition, 2nd row, Dan, Debbie and Larry, top row, Linda and Stretch

The Family Reunion in Italy, with our 
bus, busdriver Werner, and guide who 
was with us 3 days Mary O'Hara

The Family Reunion in Germany,  
Cousins Inge and Helmut.

The proper way to drink a shot 
of schnapps Maggie, Arlene, 
Mary and Larry

The Crew at the Eagles 
Nest
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Mom's Version of our Trip to Europe
      For two weeks this summer I' was on a dream trip.  Here I am in my 80's, and I still can 
experience many “firsts” in my life.
     The first time I ever flew over the Atlantic Ocean to go to Europe.  Dan and Arlene, Larry 
and Maggie, Debbie and Stretch, Linda, Curt and I were on the way to visit cousins in Bavaria.  
We were met at the airport in Munich, Germany, by our guide for the next 3 days, Mary O'Hara 
and Werner our bus driver and our bus.  Our first visit was to the concentration camp at 
Dachau, Germany.  Here we met Helmut, Birgit and Tobi.  Our joy at meeting them was toned 
down a little by the reminders of the horrors that happened there.  We went to our hotel in 
Seefeld, Austria and made plans to meet our cousins again when we get to Vienna, Austria.  
Our hotel has balconies with flower boxes in front of all the window.  Just like a picture.
     We drove to Italy through the Alps, the most beautiful roads through tall pine forests and 
chalet homes.  We took a 100 year old train (said to be in the top 10 of best trains in the world), 
back to Seefeld that was high in the Alps through many tunnels,  That night we went back to 
Elisabeth's Bar (we were there 3 nights) again.  This time Larry took his guitar instead of using 
Elisabeths.  We partied late.  I won't say anything about who climbed over fences that night.  
This was on our first Saturday night there, and our guide took us to St. Oswald's Cathedral for 
mass.  4 altar servers, 2 girls.  They even took up the collection.  We saw many churches, none 
newer than 2oo years old.  Cathedrals with spires so high , but the most beautiful church was 
the Cathedral of Our Lady Of Four Columns in Innsbrook, Austria.  The interior was so fabulous 
with beautiful multi altars.  The statue of Mary on the high altar was surrounded by 4 marble 
pillars that was almost black.    
     We went to the Fairy Tale Castle of Neuschwenstein( the castle pictured in all Disney films), 
built by King Ludwig,  Kind Ludwig was involved with a music composer and all floors were in 
honor of this composer's operas.  Across the valley was the castle of King Leopold, his father.  
The cobblestone roads were steep, so Curt and Stretch hooked their belts on each side of my 
wheelchair to get me up and down.  I can't thank Larry enough for getting that wheelchair for 
me.  I'd have never been able to walk 5-10 miles a day like the others did.  Everyone that 
pushed me got a work out.  Those cobblestones were quite ROUGH.
     Our bus driver, Werner, kept us happy each morning and after lunch by giving us all a shot 
of peach schnapps.  You're suppose to drink it standing on one leg with one hand on top of 
your head. (We learned this at Elisabeths.)  Then I remembered the Old Bohemian toast “NOS 
DRAVY”  Our days were full of adventure,  We saw the glass blowers and makers of Crystal 
the wood carvings at Oberammergau, the cemetery that was featured in the “ Sound of Music”.  
The guys  took the cable cars to another castle as we did that.  Stretch and Curt would climb 
the steps in the tall bell towers several times.  We visited Hitlers  stronghold called the “Eagles 
Nest”  on top of the Alps.  An elevator wisked us up 40 stories to the top.  
    On day 5 we reached Vienna, Austria, and made plans to meet Helmut, Birgit and Tobi at 
the”Big Wheel, a huge amusement park.  Our bus was always parked at night so we had to go 
“by feet”.  The guys saw the subway was a long block from our hotel so they figured out which 
train to take.  First time I ever rode in a subway.  Elevators or escalators took us down to the 
subway, and we ended up right at the amusement park.  The big Wheel is on of 2 Ferris wheels 
at the park, but this one has little houses instead of seats built on it.  There were twelve in all.  
After we met our cousins we went for a ride.  All of us in one little house with windows to see 
the view.  It was so beautiful at night.  Ten Curt, Deb, Dan Tobi, Larry and Maggie also rode up 
and flew around the tall space needle.  Back to the hotel.
     The next day we toured Vienna.  The Palace of Hapsburg Empire and the summer Palace 
also where we saw 500 acres of flowers, fountains, statues, etc.  We planned on watching a 
symphony and it was scheduled for the summer palace that night.  We took the subway again.  
The guys were good at getting us on 2 trains right up to the palace.  The symphony was great.  
The 1ar half was Mozart who was born in Austria.  We saw his home and birthplace.



Part 2- Mom's Version
          The second half after intermission was Strauss Music.  We saw the soprano and tenor,and 
a pair of ballet dancers who all performed splendidly.  The Blue Danube was played and it was 
great.  The setting was so beautiful with all the crystal chandeliers.  Back to the subway and the 
hotel.  First time I ever saw a symphony.
     On day 7 we headed for Bohemia and Bechyne.  We saw many farm fields now, corn looked 
great, small grain was harvested.  When we left the Autobahn the roads were tarred, but very 
narrow.  Apple trees loaded with apples were on both sides of the road.  We could open the 
window and pick apples, but Werner stopped while we did that.  As we crossed the big bridge over 
the Luz nice River and Valley we all said, oohhhh  How Beautiful.  The town of Bechyne, Czech 
Republic, (6000 population), lay in the valley.  A castle on the tall hill above it.  Werner took us right 
to the town square and we walked and took pictures at the fountain.  What a thrill to walk in the 
footsteps of Grandma Kojetin who was 16 when she came to America.  The lady at the tourist 
center spoke English and soon we had a guide to show us places of interest.  We toured an old 
monastery where Larry took the place of a priest in the confessional.  Helmut knelt and we heard 
Larry say to Helmut, “Say 2 rosaries.”  We teased Helmut afterward that Larry was pretty hard on 
him, but he said,: Yes , but you don't know what I told him.”  We had a noon meal in the outside 
patio of a restaurant.  A waitress whose name was Katina Schwab (IMAGINE THAT, THAT WAS 
GREAT GRANDMA MAGES' MAIDEN NAME.) served us a delicious meal, but there were no 
kolachy.  Deb and Stretch checked out a bakery, but no kolachy.  Werner took us directly to the old 
cemetery at St. Michael's church.  We all looked for familiar names on the tombstones.  We found 
Kodetova, (ova means woman). We found Svoboda, my Grandma Kodet's maiden name, and 
Deb, Curt and Tobi saved a little dirt from each grave that I brought home.  It was a solemn day.  
We also went to Tabor, but had no luck there.  Now tonight we are in Prague, Czech Republic.  
What a fascinating city.  So much history here.  We had breakfast every morning in our hotel.  And 
Linda said, “I found some kolachy.:  Sure enough- Apricot filled kolachy, and so delicious.  We had 
a guide, no vehicles are permitted on the square so it was a walking tour.  So much to see, I 
believe this was the city with 36 towers.  No building in any city could be taller tan the church 
spires and they were so tall.  St. Viters Cathedral and St. Charles bridge with many statues along 
it.  Another castle near the wall of the city.  
     But the greatest thing was that Larry and Helmut,were able to get tickets to the opera “La 
Traviata”.  That night we walked about a mile to the opera house.  It was so beautiful.  All the 
balconies were so richly decorated and the language was Italian, but above the stage was a 
German and English translation in lights. The orchestra was outstanding and the actors, the 
singing was beautiful.  My very first opera.  I'll never forget it.  We were thankful we had all packed 
a black dress.  Some of the audience was very richly dressed. 
     The next day we head for Pilzen, Czech Republic which is close from the Czech border.  We're 
so happy that Helmut, Birgit and Tobi are along as we all have a joyful time on the bus.  It is our 
home away from home and there is much laughter and joy.  We get to tour the big Pilzner Brewery. 
 They are having a big celebration, many tents and booths set up for their 250 th anniversary.  Yes 
we got a tour and yes we got a glass of Pilzner Beer.  Very informative.  
     On Sunday we go to church only a block away to this huge cathedral to 10:00 am mass.  St 
Sebald. In the afternoon we go to Helmut and Birgits home in Nuremberg, Germany. They live in 
the suburb of Dunn. They  have a beautiful 3 story home with a garden and a tree house in the 
backyard.  Andi and Hannah live on the first floor where  Helmut's father Andreas Mages use to 
live, Helmut, Birgit and Tobi live on the 2nd floor.  It was Maggie's birthday and Tobi's the day 
before.  Andi and Hannah made her a Black Forest cake from scratch.  How fitting as we were in 
the middle of the Black Forest.  They were so hospitable and we enjoyed our visit so much. 
Tonight in Nuremberg we have supper at Inge (Mages) and Franz restaurant.  Inge is a daughter to 
Helmut's Dads  brother.  Helmut's Father and Mother have both passed away.  We had a great 
time eating delicious German food and having beer.  Franz is dressed in Leiderhosen and Inge is 
so beautiful in her finery.  Larry brought  his guitar and so there is music and dancing.  We told 
Curt he should have worn his Leiderhosen again.  He looks quite dashing.

Page10
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The next morning we are up and ready to go to see our German homeland.  We travel to the 
German, Czech borders.  We stop for groceries and today we will have a picnic.  We got ham 
and cheese sandwiches in kaiser buns, tomatoes, (Dan bought a jackknife), peaches, and 
grapes.  We drive through farm fields and we arrive at our cousin Claus Vogl's farm close to the 
border.  He sows us his cows, and his machinery.  Tobi brings us a handful of purple plums he 
finds, so sweet and delicious.  He gets more and then brings back blueberries too.  The bushes 
are loaded and are the apple trees.  I think he owns a 100 hectors, but his wife passed away of 
cancer 2 years ago.  Beautiful dairy farm.  We travel more to the border checkpoint that is no 
longer staffed since the Iron Curtain has done down.  When the Russians came to the town of 
unterhutten they bulldozed it down, and the people had to leave. They could take only 40 kilos 
or 100 pounds of their belongings.   Werner drove us up to this small chapel where a picnic 
bench was and we had a good picnic.  Always water and pop on the bus.  Inside the chapel 
were fresh flowers on the altar and one wall had a memorial with the names of the men who 
died in the wars.  They had a picture, birth date, death date of each soldier.  There were 4 
Mages men, 3 Wild  men,1 Fischer and other familiar to Sleepy Eye and New Ulm names. Wild 
was the maiden name of Barbara Mages buried in the New Ulm cemetery.  She was our Great 
great grandmother.  After our picnic Helmut, Birgit, and Tobi lead the way across fields and 
pastures till we get to the old town site.  Birgit and I stay by the check point as my wheelchair 
can't go across the fields.  I can't walk so far 10 miles round trip.  We wait for 3 hours as they 
find some artifacts in the soil and bring them back.  They all struggle back and Stretch goes 
ahead to get Werner to bring the bus closer down the road.  Then we travel to the town of 
Drahatin where the Fischer's came from and Rybkin where Arlene and Maggie's Sellners come 
from.  The church in Rybkin had money from the German- Bohemian Society in New Ulsm to 
fix the roof.  We toured a cemetery that half of it had been totally bull dozed by the Russians.  
Many tombstones piled up or shoved over the hill.  Half of the cemetery was beautiful, being 
restored with some newer graves.  
    We saw many things, visited many places, but I have to mention the Hoffbrauhaus in 
Munich, Germany.  That is the big beer hall that you see pictured in ads of Oktoberfest.  Yes, 
the waiters carry 3 heavy steins of beer in each hand..  An old time band was playing right next 
to our table.  The building was full and the food was delicious.
    We said good-bye to Helmut, Birgit, Tobi, Andi, and Hannah.  Had a night of music at the 
hotel with Larry playing guitar and even Helmut sang a song.  He wanted a video of Larry 
auctioneering and of Stretch sing “This Magic Moment.”  we were so sad to say good-bye.
     Tomorrow morning we leave for America.  Werner picks us up at 8 am and we travel to the 
airport.  So sad to say good-bye to Werner too.  But we hope to see them all again in America.  
Now I am home, so glad to be home again, but I begin laughing one in a while when I 
remember some happy memory.  Love, MOM

P.S.There is so much more to tell, but I have to say that I had some amazing travel 
companions including our German family: how the scenery was so beautiful, ow we almost got 
involved in a protest, how we changed Dan's name to Herman the German, how Arlene bought 
souvenirsfor me in Bechyne, How Curt bought me post cards wherever we went, and about my 
sweet Rommy Linda.  Enough
Dankeshoen to everyone. 
Wonderbar!!!
Nos Dravy!!!

Mom added that she hasn't even written half of what we could tell you.  
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Larry at the Mages home in 
Unterhutten

Larry, Curt and Dan

At cousin Claus' farm, Stretch, 
Tobi, Dan, Curt, Larry, Helmut, 
Debbie and Claus in the front

Debbie getting a bier 
sample at Pilzen,Czech

Larry and Helmut singing 
 “Little Darling”

Debbie, Birgit, Tobi, Helmut and 
our guide Mary O'Hara Our Bus driver Werner 

giving everyone 
Schnapps
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Over the River and Through the Wood to Grandmother's House We Go-Larry Mages
Four years ago when Helmut, Birgit, Andi, and Tobi came to our concert in New Ulm we talked about possibly visiting 
them in Germany. I'll have to admit, I didn't really believe it would happen. But over that next year we talked about it 
enough to set a date 3 years out. It still didn't seem real, but dreams can come true and finally the trip has actually 
happened. Mom, Linda, Dan, Arlene, Curt, Deb, Stretch, Maggie and Larry met Helmut, Birgit and Tobi shortly after 
we landed in Munich. Helmut's family was with us for about 8 days of our 15 day trip. Someone else will probably tell 
you about all the spectacular things we saw, so I'll talk about our Mages family in Germany. 

The Mages family that we got to know is actually pretty small compared to what we're used to. Helmut is an only child. 
His Dad had 4 brothers and sisters but most had no children or one child. We met 2 of Helmut's first cousins, both 
from Helmuts aunts. Enge age 60, who with her husband Franz, has operated a 500 year old restaurant in Nurnberg. 
We ate at this restaurant and had a nice visit with Enge, but they have a good business and she and Franz were quite 
busy. After the people left, then they joined us for some music and visiting. They have one single son that we did not 
meet. 

Helmut's other first cousin, Claas age 64, is a dairy farmer about 10 miles away from where our ancestors came from 
in Unterhutten. Claas has a fairly large operation (for Germany), milking 28 cows and operating several hundred 
acres. His barn holds twice as many cows, but the other side of the barn was taken care of by his wife until she 
passed away several years ago. He sells off his young stock, so he only has cows. We got to see his entire operation 
and it was fun to see the comparisons of what we're used to. He had John Deere, International, and Massey tractors. 
He milked in stalls with a pipeline/bulk tank system. He hauled out liquid manure, and mostly fed hay and small 
grains. His yard was right on the edge of town and he had a good variety of fruit trees and berries etc. 

We did check phone books along the way. In Prague there were about 15 Kodets listed and in Munich there were 
about 15-20 Mages' listed, so there are other Kodets and Mages' in Czech Republic and Germany, but we know that 
Helmut's family came from the same town as our ancestors in Unterhutten and as far as we can tell, is our closest 
relative in Germany. Their house number in Unterhutten was #54, ours was #53. 

Helmut and family! So many of the things done by Helmut and Tobi (Andi was unable to travel with us) are classic 
Mages things. And quite honestly, Birgit is so very much like the tolerant Mages wives, going along with all the antics 
that we dream up. Helmut and Birgit have a nice home in the suburbs of Nurnburg Germany, which is about 60 miles 
west of Unterhutten. Helmut works for the postal service, driving double trailer semis and Birgit is a nurse. Andi age 
18, is an apprentice mechanic with Volkswagen and dates a girl named Hannah Schwab (our Great Grandpa George 
Mages married a Schwab) and Tobi age 15, is a student at the best school for his age group (smartest group) in 
Nurnberg. 

Helmut kept us all laughing and was willing to try anything, even singing the 50's song "Little Darlin" in falsetto. Helmut 
age 51, was so very welcoming of all of us and willing to find out anything or do anything for us. He's very tech savvy 
and has the latest phone and aps etc. He's also quite interested in our family history and is well connected with many 
people in the New Ulm area, mostly through his search of the Mages family at the German Bohemian Society in New 
Ulm. For this reason, this trip was very interesting and now his son Tobi is an encyclopedia of knowledge about our 
family as well. 

Birgit is a real sweetheart. By her actions you can see that she loves her children and she loves Helmut. Birgit came 
from a town (pronounced Ritz) just a few minutes from Unterhutten. Her Dad is a doctor, her mother is passed away 
and she has 3 sisters. Birgit also made us feel so welcome in her home as well as throughout our stay. She has a 
terrific garden and fruit trees, loves her wine, and laughs at Helmut's jokes. We had a situation with the bus that 
required Helmut and Birgit to come up with 1000 Euros, but they did not panic, didn't get upset, they just paid it and 
we moved on. I'm not so sure I could have been so calm. (The bus driver parked on a bike race course by mistake 
and the bus got impounded, 2600 ($3000) Euros later it was freed, I hope they got their money back) 

Tobi, age 15, we celebrated his birthday on Sept 1st. What a ray of sunshine. We were all in love with Tobi by the end 
of the first day. He was so comfortable around us. I think he should think about being a businessman since he is so 
good with people. We all just loved being around him. Tobi is fluent in English and French as well as German of 
course. I do have to say that Tobi, Helmut and Birgit all speak English with hardly any accent. They were very easy to 
understand and seemed not to struggle to understand us. It sure made it nice for us having them speak German 
whenever it was necessary. 

Andi joined us several evenings when it worked for him and Hannah. He's a great young man, well educated, 
respectful, and responsible. Andi is a very busy guy, but we commented on how nice it was that he took time to get to 
know us when it worked for him and Hannah. In that way he is so much like our Mages family. The young people 
enjoy getting to know the older ones and we all have such a close family because of it. 

I predict a wonderful, on going relationship with our German cousins. What a great thing for our family to know that in 
the future you can visit your cousins in Germany and visit the area and town your ancestors came from. Thank you to 
Helmut, Birgit, Andi with Hannah, and Tobi for being such wonderful hosts. We can't wait to get our arms around you 
again and to have tears of love streaking our faces. We miss you so much. You are an important part of our family. 
Larry 
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Europe Pictures Continued
Our Mages Homeland- 
Unterhutten, Czech Republic

Mom's New Grandson Tobi

Tobi, Birgit and Helmut at their 
Home in Nuremberg, GermanyThe outside urinals at 

the Pilzen Beer 
Festival

Bechyne, Czech RepublicLarry 
hearing 
Tobi's  
confessin

Dan, Arlene and Larry singing 
at Elisabeth's Bar in Austria Having one of many ice 

cream cones
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Linda's Version of our European Trip
     Breathtaking, priceless, once in a lifetime, amazing, beautiful, wonderful, great trip to Europe, and 
being with our German cousins.  For two weeks we were kept so busy everyday, and little sleep every 
night, but it was awesome.  The best part was being with our cousins.  What an extraordinary family.  I 
can't describe enough how wonderful they are.  Very kind, loving, genuine family.  At first Helmut couldn't 
understand why we gave him a “hard time,” (teasing), but it didn't take him long to learn how to give us a 
hard time back.  We laughed and laughed together, and laughed some more.
     What a joy it was to have Mom with us.  We told Mom if she wouldn't have come we would constantly 
be saying, “Oh Mom should be here to see this.”  Mom has such a wonderful sense of humor, and she 
had us all laughing many times.  Before the end of the trip Helmut was calling Barbara Mom too, and Tobi 
asked if she could be his Grandma, as he didn't have one.  Mom said yes right away, and Tobi gave her a 
wonderful hug, and sat in her lap.  We all adopted Tobi as he was just so wonderful.  We all fell in love 
with him, as we did Helmut, Birgit, Andi and Hannah. 
     We celebrated two birthdays while we were there.  Tobi's was Sept. 01 and Maggie's was Sept. 02.  
We were at Helmut and Birgit's home on Maggie's birthday, and Andi and Hannah had made a Black 
Forest Torte from scratch, so Tobi and Maggie had a birthday cake.  The cake was the best Black Forest 
Torte that I have ever tasted.  It was about 6 inches high and beautiful.  
     Each morning we had a huge ,I MEAN HUGE, breakfast at our hotels.  We all ate a lot all three meals 
of the day.  The food there was delicious.  Some was new to us, and some was just like home.  Each 
morning before the bus left our bus driver Werner gave everyone a shot of homemade peach schnapps, 
and if we got stuck in traffic he would get up out of his seat, and pour everyone a shot.  We all loved our 
bus driver.  He was a kind, gentle, humerus man, and we couldn't of asked for a nicer driver.  The second 
Sunday we were in Nuremberg, Germany (1st day there and our cousin's home town,) There was a very 
important bike ride going on.  Well Werner asked the hotel the night before where to park the bus, and 
they told him to park a few blocks away in a special stall for buses.  While we were all in church Dan had 
to go to the bathroom,( It is very hard to find a bathroom in Europe), so he went back to the hotel.  He ran 
into Werner , and Werner said the police had impounded our bus because it was parked on the bike 
route, and it would cost close to $3500.00 American dollars to get it back, and it had to be cash, that day 
or the price went up daily.  We called Helmut as soon as we left church (this is another story) Helmut 
withdrew as much money as he could from his bank, and between, Helmut, Werner and the guys we 
raised the money.  It still took until 4:15 pm to get the bus back, as it was Sunday.  Very stressful day 
especially for the bus driver and the guys.
     Back to the church story.  The first Sunday we were in Austria, we had the awesome experience to 
attend Mass at ST. Oswalds cathedral.  We were all just elated about this.  We''ll every church is a 
cathedral and huge, one beautiful statue after another and just gorgeous.  Well St. Sebald was a block 
from our hotel (the second Sunday.)  Things just didn't seem right, but yet the Blessed Mother was 
present in statues and painting all over as well as many of the saints.  We couldn't understand any words 
as it was all in German, but it turned out we went to church in a Lutheran church.  Kevin and Dean we 
took our Lutheran pill that day.  Many churches started out as catholic, but some became protestant.  
They never destroyed any of the beauty of the church, and that is why Mary and the saints were still 
represented.  
     We toured many beautiful sites.  We were in awe of pretty much everything.  One important high lite of 
our trip was retracing our ancestors roots.  We were in the quaint town of Bechyne, and I could feel their 
footsteps as we walked the streets.  A few days later we walked 5 miles to Unterhutten.  Unterhutten was 
behind the Iron Curtain from 1946-1989, and the village was destroyed by the Russians.  Helmut and Tobi 
showed us the foundation (almost gone) of our Mages ancestor's home.  We brought back dirt, broken 
pieces of dishes, etc from there.  In the chapel of St. Anne, we found pictures of our ancestors that died 
during the wars.. Stretch, Arlene, Maggie and the Mages ancestors all lived within a few miles of each 
other in the old country.  Amazing.
     Everyday, and I do mean everyday we walked between 5 and 10 miles.  Everything is up hill or down 
hill all over Europe.  When we left Werner told us what a wonderful family we were,  He said there can be 
many problems with the people on the bus, but he said we were always happy and laughing.  He sent 
home with us 2 large bottle of homemade schnapps, and one small bottle just for Mom.  Everyone loved 
Mom.
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Linda's Version Continued
 The Mages family is very small in Europe.  Helmut said the Mages' came from France in the 1200 A.D. They 
settled in Bohemia, Czech, but were German speaking.  We met Inge Mages (I don't know her married name), 
and her husband Franz,  She had one son who is not married.  Inge had brothers and sister, but either they 
didn't marry or they had no children.  There was a Betty Mages who had a son Claus Vogl.  We toured Claus 
dairy farm.  He is a widower.  That is it for the Mages clan.  We told Andi and Tobi they will have to carry on the 
name as someday maybe our children and grandchildren will come to Germany, and they will have to show 
them their heritage.  
     Larry called our trip, “The Land of Fairytale, and Eden.” There are shrines all over the towns, cities and 
countrysides.  We saw no one who was over a size 10 all over where we where.  People are smoking 
everywhere, you can buy cigarettes on the street even in vending machines.  In the Czech Republic you see 
the letter”Z”  in many words. We had to even pay for our plates, silverware and napkins in some restaurants.  
We did not see one pickup anywhere,  semis can not travel on the roads on the weekend. We saw no slums 
anywhere.  The poorest country we were in looked like the Czech Republic.
      I just want to share a few ingenious lines quoted by our intelligent crew.  We all thought they were 
extremely funny—Maybe you just had to be there. We teased Arlene and Maggie as they were holding on the 
poles in the subway, that they were practicing pole dancing.  When we toured the Neuschwanstein castle our 
guide, Mary told Mom she had to act completely wheelchair bound and not move a stitch.  You had to get 
special permission to use the elevator and only one person per hour.  Mom told Werner as he was passing out 
the daily dose of schnapps, that she only wanted a little, but he better not spill a drop.  Touring in our bus one 
afternoon, Helmut was at the microphone.  All at one he said, “Everyone be quiet,  The bus driver wants to 
sleep.”  We knew for sure then that we were related.  Helmut would always tease us after he answered one of 
our many questions that it was, “no problem,  that will be $50.00” Dan in Konnissee, Germany, our hotel was 
right in the middle of a shopping district, and all stores were open.  Linda said, “A woman's dream,” Dan said,” 
A man's nightmare.”  Mary O'Hara met us in the morning at our hotel after 3 days in Seefeld, Austria,  she said, 
“i am here to make sure you leave, so the police don't have to escort you out.'  We all loved Mary too.   Arlene 
shared with us.” Don't hold in farts, they just travel up your spine, and then to your brain, and that is where all 
those shity ideas come from.”  Dan after drinking a few schnapps and beers was wondering if he could get a 
DWI pushing Mom's wheelchair.  Werner our bus driver said in the Czech Republic, “Shop Stop” Debbie got all 
excited as she thought Werner said, “Shot (Schnapps) Stop.”  When our bus got impounded Arlene said, “ I 
don't think we are in Kansas anymore.”  Larry played “ I Fought the Law and the Law Won” for Werner.  Larry 
said on Day 8 headed to Bechyne, Czech Republic, “Over the River and Through the Woods to Grandmother 
house We Go.”  Curt said, “ Sleeping n the plane is like sleeping in church.  Nodding off and waking up 
constantly.  Curt said to Dan, “Have you noticed that cycle drivers wear no helmets here.  Dan said, “ Pretty 
soon we will have to wear them to bed.  What purpose does a helmet do if someone hits you.  Curt said, “Will 
at least it will put a dent in the car.”  Curt said.” He use to have to listen to Mom.  Now Mom has to listen to 
him.”  Curt told Mom she should take her coat off.  Curt was our bookkeeper,and he said to one of the waiters, 
“ Please bring me the check.”  Someone said you better be careful Curt they may bring you a Czech.  Curt was 
our fly patrol.  We saw zero bugs until we stopped at Claus Vogl's dairy farm and then the bus was full.  Curt 
took it upon himself to man the paper acting as a flyswatter.  
     It was a sad day when we said good-bye to our wonderful German cousins.  Our hearts go home with much 
love for them.  Linda

Maggie got a crystal 
necklace from Larry for 
her birthday

Arlene 
and 
Debbie
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In Memory
01-06-1928 to 

10-30-2009
Our Dad

Alphonse Mages

11-07-1985 to 10-25-
2008

Douglas Curtis Mages
Son of Duane and 

Jermayne

Dad loved 
being a 
Grandfather
Here he is 
with the 
youngest 
grandchild 
Brandon 
Schmitz 
son of Lisa 
and Tony

Our hearts are heavy 
Our hearts are sad,

We had you both in our lives
And for that we are glad.

We didn't want to let you go
But Jesus said it is time,

You are both in heaven
Hear the bells chime. 
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European Pictures Continued
Unknown farmers the 
guys stopped 

Our Lady of Four Pillars Bacillica

Mom pushing Larry??????

Linda and Larry looking at 
our ancestors pictures 
who were killed in the 
wars

Stretch, Larry pushing 
Dan??????

Dan and 
Curt

Those boys, Dan, Curt, Larry and 
Stretch
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