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Family
Reunion

Many fun things went on with the male members of our 
family this month.  It is so wonderful to see this family play 
together so well.  
Enjoy Arizona Mom as it is so cold and icy here.  We wish 
you sunny, warm days.
Our love to our German family cousins.  I hope your winter 
is going well.  

Love to all and God Bless.  Linda



March Birthdays

Mystique Deegan Mar 04
Jack Mages Mar 04
Bryant Mages Mar 04
Stephanie Mages Mar 05
Kim Strate Mar 09
Larry Fischer Mar 12
Mike Mages Mar 17
Rebecca Schmitz Mar 19
Matt Mages Mar 24
Suzanne Mages Mar 28
Mary Kay Mages Mar 30
Stevie Miller Mar 30
Julia Strand Mar 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
March 22,23,23, 2013- Wizard of Oz,  St. Mary's 
in Sleepy Eye, Mn.

April, 3013-  Baby due for Sarah and Matt Mages

April 20, 2013-Bridal Shower for Amanda 
Schmitz

May 02, 2013- Baby due for Emily and Brennen 
Rath.

May 19, 2013- Graduation Party for Jessica 
Schmitz

June 02,2013- Alex Mages graduation party at 
the Sleepy Eye Golf Club, Sleepy Eye, Mn.

July 13,2013-Wedding of Amanda and John

August 03-04,13- Mages Fest at John and 
Cindy's farm near Belgrade.  

August 12,2013- Concert in the Park, Mages 
Family Band

September 14 & 15-2013- Sister's Weekend at 
Emerald Hideaway.

November 30,2013- Mages Family Christmas at 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church in North Mankato.

2014- Trip for Mages Family planned by Gina.  
Possible locations are Italy and France.
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Grandma 
Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, Hannah and 
Tobi

New E-Mail
Sarah Mills
sarah.mills@usfood.com
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The Wizard of Oz Advanced Tickets
St. Mary’s School in Sleepy Eye will be hosting the musical“The Wizard of Oz” on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, March 22nd, 23rdand 24th. Becca Schmitz, daughter of Tony and Lisa Schmitz, will be 

featured in the play along with Bryant Mages, son of Mike and Amy Mages. If you are interested in 
attending and desire advanced tickets, please let know immediately so that I can arrange for us to 
sit in a group if possible. Ticket prices are $9.50 for adults, $6.50 for 13-18 years of age and $5.50 

for preschool through age 12. Be sure to let me know if you prefer upper level or lower level 
seating. Advance tickets will also help in that your seat will be waiting for you as opposed to 

standing in a waiting line prior to opening. Advance tickets will be available for the7:30 pm Friday 
evening performance of the musical and the 2:00 pm Sunday performance of the musical. 

Advance tickets for Saturday evenings 7:30 pm performance are only included with the special 
dinner theater option.

The Wizard of Oz Dinner Theater Event
If you are interested in an evening of fine dining, the Dinner Theater will again be taking place 

prior to the Saturday evening performance of the Wizard of Oz. It begins at 5:00 pm and will be 
held in the St. Mary’s Church Social Hall. We will be decorating the social hall to the theme of the 
Wizard of Oz and the $40 admission includes social hour with wine, beer and 1919 root beerr, a 
meal including hors doeuvres, dinner salad, spareribs and chicken breast with baked potato and 
green beans, topped off with a bit of cheesecake for dessert. Also admission to the musical “The 

Wizard of Oz” is included in the price along with a cast reception in the St. Mary’s cafeteria 
following the performance. Saturday evening Mass will be held at 4:00 pm at St. Mary’s Church to 

coordinate with the event. This will be the Palm Sunday mass. To order tickets or for more 
information contact Lisa Schmitz at 507-794-7570 or Tony at 507-220-8972. 

Follow the Yellow 
Brick Road
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Exclusive Men's Club 
It's a good thing we have several great fishmen in our family, if it was left up to me, we'd get pretty hungry. Bradley 
and Craig Mages seemed to just keep reeling them in, so the rest of us got in on some nice fish frys. Scott Mages 
got a 4 pound Northern, but the fish of the weekend was caught by Kieth Mages, a 9.5 pound Northern. Bradley 
caught the most, not sure how many, but I think he got his limit of crappies a couple of days in a row. Fish houses 
were brought by Dan & Brad Mages, Larry & Ed Mages, Mike & Alex Mages, Brian Strate & Sons & Michelle 
(Hmmm, more on that later), Tom, Scott Mages & Dave Fischer, and Craig & Brody Mages. Sometimes there were 
a dozen guys in one house. A lot of cards got played and a lot of laughs went on, All accented by an occasional fish 
on the line. 
The snowmobilers had it a little tough this year with very little snow, but they still enjoyed a nice ride over to Spicer's 
Winter Carnival on Saturday. Spicer had an ice castle and snowmobile drag races going on when Ed, Ed's son 
Brennen, Dave Nelson, and Andy Mages sledded into town. They stopped and enjoyed the festivities, had a 
hamburger and then headed back to Emeral Hideaway. 
It was nice being close to home as a bunch of us were able to attend Clarence Serbus' wake on Friday or funeral 
on Saturday and still get back to the cabin and not miss too much. 
Of course, one of the main events of the weekend is the chance to win at Texas Holdem. This years Friday night 
winners were Bradley-1st, Jack-2nd, and Tom 3rd. On Saturday night the winners were Jason -1st, Andy-2nd, Rick-
3rd. 
It's always so fun watching the uncles mix with their sons and nephews and the great family we have. Everyone 
helps out in one way or another in the fishhouses or at the cabin. When everyone left on Sunday, everything was 
back to being ready for the next group. It's pretty hard to believe that big a group of men could clean it up so well, 
but they did. 
We were surprised when Michelle Strate came up to the cabin for breakfast on Sunday morning. She was promptly 
tied up and made to promise that she would keep secret everything that she witnessed. We wouldn't want any 
wives finding out that their husbands actually can cook or do dishes. Then just to punish her and set an example for 
any other women that may want to peer inside our exclusive men's club, we made her slave over scrubbing pots 
and pans, vacuuming the whole house, mixing drinks, making beds, taking out the trash, scooping sidewalks, and 
then finishing off with scrubbing the floors. Michelle claims she hasn't been able to be with Brian much lately since 
he's working down by Des Moines and that was why she came along. We, of course, know that she was sent as a 
spy by the women to see just what goes on during our special weekend. Too bad girls, we figured it out. 
This years group included Joe Gall, Mark Eichten, Dan & Brad Mages, Brian, Michelle, Kyle, Nick,& Riley Strate, 
Larry, Ed, Brennen, Rick, John, Andy, Jeff, Jack, Curt, Tom, Scott, Mike, Alex Lowell, Keith, Craig, Kyle, Brody, 
Jason Mages, Larry & Dave Fischer, Dean & Dave Nelson, Gene Voss, Duane (Dewey) Havemeier, Pat Hacker, 
Kirk Hartmann, Shadow (Craig's friend). If I missed someone, I apologize. Thank you all for coming. You are what 
makes it fun for everybody. Larry 

Front left to right:Dave Fischer, Tom Mages.  Middle left to 
right: Rick Mages, Curt Mages, Dan Mages, John Mages. 
Back left to right: Brad Mages, Scott Mages and Andy 
Mages



Men's Weekend:  Poor Michelle

Curt, Jeff, Mike, Alex, Larry and Lowell Mages
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Men's Weekend Continued
Tom and 
Rick

Larry and Rick 
making a lettuce 
salad with Black 
Velvet and Coke

Emerald Hideaway Fishing

Jeff 
cleaning 
fish

John!! That says it all!!!!

Andy and Scott

Jeff displaying a great card hand
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Snowmobiling the Big Horn Mountains 
The weather couldn't have been better as we traveled 790 miles (13 1/2 hours) to the Big Horn 
mountains in Wyoming. Three pickups, eight guys, four snowmobiles, we would rent four more 
when we got there. Dave Fischer, Curt, Ed, Matt, Joe, Roger, Larry Mages, and Joe's best man 
Ben Anderson. 
On day one, after renting the other snowmobiles, we were off into the mountains. They had just 
had 2 feet of new snow so all the play areas were perfect. First we side hilled through the 
powdered meadow slopes to try and get our skills up to the task so we wouldn't end up at the 
bottom of some ravine with no way out. Some of the first words I heard were how this was just 
like snowmobiling in a commercial. The mountains were beautiful and the snow was perfect. 
We soon found out though that we could get pretty stuck if we weren't careful. Before the day 
was out, we climbed tons of hills, got stuck so often that everyone was pretty wrung out at 
about 9,000 feet elevation. We made it back to the lodge and headed for supper. 
Dan and Ron Weber had flown in during the day and joined us for the next couple of days. 
They traveled to Cody, Wy. the next day while we were snowmobiling and then joined us for 
supper and cards again that night. 
Our second day was our biggest climbing day. After a good night's sleep. everyone was 
refreshed. We found the big hills and spent most of the day scaring the heck out of ourselves. 
The sleds we had really could climb. Hills that we drove past the last time we were there, this 
time we climbed. It seems these sleds now are hard to stop, unless that is, the snow is too 
deep, which was usually the reason someone didn't make it. We got pretty good at knowing 
when we were going to get stuck and usually turned out in time, but sometimes we were in a 
difficult position, stuck and unhelpable. You just had to take your time and roll yourself out. I 
have to say, whenever someone could be helped, someone was there to help them. 
As usual, there were a few mechanical problems, but these guys are all terrific mechanics. I 
thought there was no way to fix Joe's broken suspension, but a half hour later, way out on the 
trail with no new parts, these guys had it running perfectly. I just take pictures and smile 
knowing we're in good hands. Matt had along several movie cameras and we all had other 
cameras, so we got lots of great pictures. 
Our last day there, the trail we took had lots of powder meadows again with a few challenging 
hills. The main attraction we were heading for was a huge overlook of the Dayton Valley, which 
was spectacular. We could see for 50 miles. We all climbed our last hills and headed back to 
the lodge. We were fortunate to have three beautiful days and two good travel days. No one 
got hurt, we were all wore out but satisfied. We stopped in Deadwood SD on the way home for 
supper. No one gambled, so we broke even at the tables. 
Thank you Matt for lining this all up. You picked the perfect year since there's so little snow 
here this year. Larry
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Mountain Adventure 2013
Larry, Curt, Matt, Joe, Ben, Dave, Ed and Roger
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Mountain 
Adventure 
Continued

Dan

Curt

Larry and his boys,  Matt, Larry, Ed 
and Joe stuck

Easter Island

Do you see what I see?
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Joe

Roger

David 
and Ed

Fixing

Larry
Matt

Roger

W
Y
O
M
I
N
Y
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Taking Mom to Arizona
Jeff, Barb took Mom down to Mesa, Arizona leaving on the 10th of January, and 
returning on the 22nd of January.  During that time they spent 8 days with Mom and 4 
days of travel.  Duane and Jermayne joined  them at the beginning of the week with 
Dan and Arlene joining  at the end of the week.  We saw many sites on the way to 
Mesa, and in Mesa while we were there.  While driving to Arizona we ran into some 
rain and snow.  We saw 3 semis flipped in the ditch, and an accident in mountain 
territory.  The mountains were spectacular.  Superstition and 4 peaks were great daily 
views.  
Daily we went on field trips of some kind.  Whether it was Goodwill or Organ Pizza 
where we had great pizza while listening to a million dollar organ being played.  The 
Dutton Family were fabulous, with all the family playing different instruments.  Mom 
has almost been adopted by them since she has seen them many times before.   
Fountain Hills was a beautiful site spraying high into the air, and then there was lunch 
at the casino, where we all won money, and were joined by Gary and Sharon Mages, 
Clarence Mages and Ron and Diane Mages.  Many times we played cards with 4-10 
players each time.  I can't forget the flea market where we spent in more ways than 
just a good part of a day.  Ask Duane about his eagles and Jeff about his turtle.....good 
stories there.  Anyway many sites were seen and cards played and good times were 
had by all.  Mom was a great hostess and we appreciate all the fix it jobs completed by 
Jeff and Duane.

Mom, Duane, Jermayne and Barb,  If you look close you 
can see Jeff in the mirror
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John 
received 
the Gavel 
Award at 
the 
Minnesota 
Corn 
Producers 
Annual 
Meeting in 
Mankato 
Mn.

Mom's House

Jermayne and Mom

J
O
H
N

ARIZONA
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