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M A Y   2 0 1 3

Family
Reunion

The picture used above is from Amanda Schmitz bridal 
shower.  I was ill so wasn't able to attend, but I bet the 
room was decorated just beautifully.  Congratulations 
Amanda and John.  Thank you Lisa for sending the 
pictures.  

Love to all and God Bless.  Linda



May Birthdays
Doug Goblirsch May 01
Amy Mages May 04
Kari Mages May 05
Alex Mages May 06
Greg Mages May 07
Eric Plath May 08
Jeff Plath May 09
Joe Gall May 11
JoEdna Mages May 13
Jeremy Mages May 15
Nicole Goblirsch May 16
Nicholas Gall May 17
Dean Nelson May 17
Ashley Wolf May 19
Nicholas Strate May 21
Brandon Schmitz May 23
Lauren Mages May 25
Trevor Wilson May 29
Grandma Mages May 29

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
May 02, 2013- Baby due for Emily and Brennen 
Rath.

May 19, 2013- Graduation Party for Jessica 
Schmitz

June 02,2013- Alex Mages graduation party at 
the Sleepy Eye Golf Club, Sleepy Eye, Mn.

July 13,2013-Wedding of Amanda and John

Juyl 28,2013- Nascar races with David Fischer

August 03-04,13- Mages Fest at John and 
Cindy's farm near Belgrade.

August 24,2013- Kodet Sister's Day in Morton, 
Mn. Senior Citizen Center.  

August 12,2013- Concert in the Park, Mages 
Family Band

September 14 & 15-2013- Sister's Weekend at 
Emerald Hideaway.

November 30,2013- Mages Family Christmas at 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church in North Mankato.

December 28, 2013- Wedding of Steven Mages 
and Melanie Herkenhoff

January 17 thru 25.2014- Mages family trip to  
Puerto Rico

May 2015- Mages family trip to Italy
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Grandma 
Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, Hannah and 
Tobi

May Anniversaries
Emily and Brennen Rath
May 01 9 years
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Wedding Shower for Amanda 
Schmitz and John Cook- April 
20,2013

Lisa and Amanda

Mom and Lisa

Madeline and Becca
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Amanda's Shower Continue

Lisa and her girls, Jessica, Amanda, Becca and 
Madeline

The Hostesses

Thank you so much to all of the 
Mages family Aunts and cousins 
for hosting or attending Amanda's 
bridal shower held Saturday, April 
20th at the St. Mary's Church 
social room in Sleepy Eye. The 
tea party theme was very darling 
with floral teapot centerpieces on 
each table and lots of hostesses 
wearing hats and gloves. It 
looked so beautiful that we all felt 
that Spring finally arrived in 
Sleepy Eye. Her selection of gifts 
received was outstanding as very 
thoughtful guests were extremely 
creative and generous. We 
appreciate all of your efforts to 
put on such a beautiful event in 
anticipation of this exciting 
upcoming wedding of Amanda 
and John. For those of you who 
traveled near and far for this 
event, we are very grateful. The 
Schmitz family 



Hi Linda, Gina, and Everyone, 
I was visiting with Mom about her writing an old time story in each issue of the Family Reunion. She says she would be glad 
to do that and I'm sure those stories would be well read as well as becoming part of our family history. I would encourage 
any Aunts or Uncles that recieve the Family Reunion to feel free to write a story every now and then as well. 
Also, us 16 Mages children are getting to be old timers too, so wouldn't it be nice if each of us would write an old time story 
for the Reunion on the month of our birthday. Some of these stories are legend already, but should be put in writing to be 
kept as part of our history. Can you imagine reading a book of true stories of our ancestors from any era and how 
interesting that would be. Each story should to be signed and dated and places, dates, and approx ages in the story should 
be mentioned, so later generations will be able to put the pieces together. 
AND, Helmut, I know you're reading this, and we know how wonderful it would be to read about different stories of your 
exploits in Germany as well as any stories you may know about the Old Mages Family in Unterhuten, the home of our 
ancestors. Of course, anyone who has recieved a letter from Helmut knows you will use up an awful lot of paper trying to 
print out the Reunion the month Helmut writes. We will have a book in no time. Please encourage Birgit, Andi, and Tobi to 
write now and then as well. 
These stories can be and should be about anything, a funny baking experience, a deer you missed, a tough farming year, a 
car you wrecked, your favorite cow, the big game, your first date, a flower you killed, learning how to play guitar, absolutely 
anything. We want to know what it was like on a typical day in your younger days or a big event in your life. The Family 
Reunion is such a precious family gathering place for all of us. With just a little effort on everyone's part, it can become an 
even greater book of our family history. Larry

From the Past-Larry 
Mages

"Larry Learns To Play The Guitar" by Larry Mages 4-13-13 
In the Spring of 1965 when I was about to turn 14, I asked Dad and Mom if I could have a guitar. Luckily, 
they encouraged all us to play music and one day I recieved a guitar and a lesson book. I couldn't wait to 
get started. I worked on learning the chords but quickly found out that my fingers got really sore on the tips 
and I didn't think I would ever get my fingers to know where to go when I switched chords. But gradually I 
could kinda play a few simple chords. That Fall, I entered Crosier Seminary in Onamia , Mn. to become a 
priest (I know, pretty hard to believe). Our homeroom Priest asked if anyone in class could play guitar, so I 
raised my hand. Had I known why he asked, I'm sure I would never have raised my hand. He wanted me to 
play for guitar Mass once a week. Then I told him what was really more truthful, that I really was just getting 
started and not nearly good enough, but he insisted I was his man and wouldn't let me out of it. I never 
practiced so hard in my life. I was in the music room every free moment, I thought my fingers were going to 
start bleeding any moment, the big day came for my debut and I was horrible, but no one seemed to notice. 
Father encouraged me and as the year went by I became respectable. It was actually getting to be fun. 
Once I learned enough to play songs I liked, it just got better and better. By the time I was a Senior at 
Sleepy Eye St Mary's, my guitar went with me everywhere I went. Eventually, when Maggie and I got 
married and had no money, it was time to think of how we could earn a few extra bucks. At Grandpa 
Oswald Mages' funeral in early 1972 a bunch of us cousins went uptown afterwards and had a drink at The 
Long Branch Saloon, and Miss Kitty (yes, that was her name) was told by my cousins that she should hire 
me to play music some Saturday night. So she did. I had to scramble and learn tons of songs and buy an 
electric guitar and amp, but a monrth later, I played my first paying job, $15, at the Long Branch Saloon in 
Morgan, Mn. Many in the Mages family were there, just like they are still there now. I've always been so 
grateful for this wonderful supportive family? Thank You! Amen 

Larry and Tobi in 
Germany
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From the Past Continued- Mom
I've been talked into putting some of my memories of the “old days” in print.

One of my earliest memories is of my first day of school.  Our one room school was District 12, little 
more than a mile and a half away from our farm.  I was five years old, and we walked to school.  
Because I was the “little one” my brother Ed and I were going to start out sooner, and Lydia and Martha 
would come later.  Ed was in the sixth grade, and we started walking east along the field road, then cut 
across the pasture until we got to the road.  Ed said, “Lets trot.” (now we say jog).  So we trot all the 
way to school.  Everyday until it got real cold or it rained, the Dad would give us a ride in our 1931 
Model A car.  When the snow got deep in the winter, Dad would hook up the team of horses to a sleigh 
and we'd cover up with blankets wen he drove us to school.  There were no snowplows to clean the 
roads.  In the spring the men would get together and shovel off the snow banks.

We had one teacher, Celia Kodet, for our school of over 20 children in all eight grades.  I had three 
other classmates in the first grade.  She was my teacher for four years.  I went to this country school for 
eight years.  Each spring we had a “Play Day,” with other schools.  There were prizes for the winning 
teams in softball and other races.  Also art was displayed and songs were sung.  

Each Christmas season a stage was built and curtains hung on the west end of the school.  The public 
was invited to a Christmas program with Carols being sung and poems by the younger children, and 
skits and plays put on by the older children.  Santa would come after the program, gifts were exchanged 
and lunch was served to everyone.  

In the seventh grade we took a state test for geography.  If you passed you didn't take the class again.  
In the eight grade we took state test for other subjects.  The you were ready for high school.  Mom

Teri's Mass Shedule
May 05 6:15 p.m.
June 04 7:15 a.m.
July 08 7:15 a.m.
Aug 06 715 a.m.
Sept 03 715 a.m.
Oct 06 10:00 a.m.
Nov 04 7:15 a.m.
Dec 29 8.00 a.m.
All Masses will be at
St. Mary's church in 
Sleepy Eye, Mn.
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Kidnapped, no Ransom asked YET!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!- Mom

Dear Family Reunion,

I am back from Arizona and trying to get used to the cold, windy weather.  But I have good news and bad news.  I 
had so many visitors in Arizona this winter, and I enjoyed everyone of you.  We did many fun things, played lots of 
cards, and ate much delicious food.  We we entertained by the “Duttons”, and the Arizona Opry, went swimming, 
golfing and 4 wheeling—BUT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

When Rick and I were cleaning up the house to leave Arizona we noticed the Foxie was Missing and Roxie is there 
all alone.  Either he was stowed away in someones luggage, and decided to go traveling or else he was 
KIDNAPPED- OH NO- Roxie misses her better half, and wants him to come back.  WE NEED HELP!!!!!!!!

Love you all,
Mom

Bowl of fruit on 
Mom's table in 
Arizona.  
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Leo Vincent Mages, April 04,2013 Son Of Matt and Sarah 
Mages

7# 11oz, 21 ½ inches long.  Brother of Noah and Evie.

Leo Vincent Mages

Noah, Leo and Evie

Proud Grandparents of 
number 14.  Larry and 
Maggie Mages and Leo 



Schmitz – Cook 

Tony and Lisa Schmitz of Sleepy Eye, are happy to announce the engagement of their daughter, Amanda 
Marie Schmitz, to John Jeremiah Cook, son of Jane Cook and the late Jeff Cook of Sleepy Eye. 

Amanda is an accountant with Abdo, Eick and Meyers Accounting Firm of Mankato.  John is finishing his 
degree in Agriculture Business from Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall and will be 
working with Cenex Harvest States in Mankato as a grain procurement specialist.   

A July 13th wedding is planned to take place at St. Mary’s Church in Sleepy Eye. 

Engagement of Amanda and John
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Cook- Schmitz Wedding Accommodations Update

Hello to family and friends of Amanda and John…. 

We just wanted to give you an update for the wedding of Amanda Schmitz and John Cook to take place 
this summer on Saturday, July 13th.  The wedding will take place at St. Mary’s Church and the Eagles 
Orchid Inn of Sleepy Eye.  If there is anyone who wants to book a hotel room for the event, there is a 
block of 15 rooms reserved at the Inn of Seven Gables located on the East edge of Sleepy Eye with a 10% 
discount.  Their number is 507-794-5390 or 1-800-852-9451. If you are even considering a room, I would 
book it today!  In order to receive the discount, the rooms need to be booked prior to June 1st.  This is 
due to the fact that the Laura Ingalls Wilder pageant is taking place in Lamberton and last year they sold 
out their rooms for the entire weekend because of it.  Children of Amanda and John’s 1st cousins will 
also be invited to the wedding  so if booking rooms, keep this in mind.  I toured the hotel and found the 
main floor rooms are all remodeled now and the upstairs also looked very clean and neat.   They do 
have a couple of suites available at full price that are upstairs. They  have two beds and a pull out couch 
for extra-large groups or families.  Also the hotel has a working pool and hot tub.   

Also, I booked four sites at the Sleepy Eye Campground for anyone who may want to camp for the night 
of July 13th.  Please call me immediately at 507-794-7570 if you wish to take over these reservations.  
There is no deposit required and I believe it is about $15 or $20 a night to stay there.  They also have 
two new camping log cabins complete with beds that can be reserved for $50 a night each.  They have 
electricity and beds, but no water.   The sleepy Eye Liquor Store handles reservations for the 
campground at 507-794-4040 and paperwork and payments for camping.  All of the sites at the Sleepy 
Eye campgrounds have electricity, however, there are no water hookups.  They also do not have public 
showers.  You would need to have your water tanks full upon arrival.  (If staying in the area, remember 
Sleepy Eye now has that most awesome water park that I’m sure your kids would love to visit on 
Sunday. Showers are available there.  Admission is around $5 for every man, woman,  baby, or child at 
the water park.   If these sites are not booked up by July 10th, I will be releasing them back to the general 
public. 

Sunday Mass times at St. Mary’s Church are at 8 am, 10 am, 11:30 am (Spanish Mass) and 6:15 pm.  

Other than that, get ready for a fun wedding.  I imagine the beer is probably being brewed for the event 
right about now! 

Tony and Lisa Schmitz 

507-794-7570 
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Graduation Announcement for Jessica Marie Schmitz

Jessica Schmitz, daughter of Tony and Lisa Schmitz 
will be celebrating her graduation from St. Mary's 
High School in Sleepy Eye with an Open House 
graduation party on her farm on Sunday, May 19th 
from 2 to 5 pm. Jessica's senior year has been 
amazing as she has been involved in varsity 
Volleyball as a front row hitter, the football 
cheerleading squad, varsity basketball and of course 
Track and field where she participated in the 2012 
STATE Track and Field competition in both the 
4x100 and 4x200 m relay teams. Jessica is also a 
three year member of band, student council and 
national honor society. At this time she is 
considering attending Augustana College in Sioux 
Falls or Minnesota State University, Mankato 
pursing a degree in Computer Science or IT. She is 
also planning to work at Hardees and Bic this 
summer to make some serious cash for college. The 
Schmitz farm is located at 23231 County Road 27, 
3.5 miles East of Sleepy Eye or 8.5 miles West of 
New Ulm. 



Please pass this on for everyone. Just an update for everyone about Teresa's burial. It is still scheduled for 
Sat, May 4, 9:30 a.m. at St Mary's Cemetery. Her grave site is just a short distance from both Dad,s and 
Paula's grave sited. It is marked with a "US Veteran" and "Footprints" symbols. There will be potluck dinner 
at Mom's house after wards. I will provide the main meal of scallop potatoes & ham, veggies and the drinks 
and beer. Please bring a dessert. Thank you. Betty, Sandy & AJ

-- 
Betty Jass

Teri's Burial Update

The members of the Forever Young weight loss group is inviting Mom and any of the 16 original Mages children and 
their spouses or significant others to become a member for this coming year. Our meeting will be held at Emerald 
Hideaway this coming weekend, May 4th & 5th. The actual meeting will take place Sunday May 5th at 1:PM , however, 
anyone wanting to come to Emerald Hideaway as early as Saturday after Teri's cemetery interment is welcome. At this 
time we are planning on 4:PM Mass at Mannana and then out to Emerald for an evening of fun. If the ice is off the lake, 
we may actually take a pontoon ride. We have a large accumulation of wine, left there by many different groups, that 
needs to be consumed. (I'm pretty sure wine has no calories). ......... You'd never know it looking at me, but a number of 
our current members have lost a significant amount of weight this past year and some wonderful exercise habits have 
been formed. Let's keep active and in shape for a long healthy fun retirement to come and lots and lots of fun in our old 
age. We already have one new member, Barb, hopefully a few more will join. 

Linda, Nancy, Betty, Curt, Kathy, Maggie and Larry 

Invitation to Forever Young- Larry and Maggie
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Lisa , Tony and Jessica at the Miss Sleepy Eye 
Contest

Attendant Molly Schwartz,  Miss Sleepy Eye Maddy 
Helget, and attendant Jessica Schmitz
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