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A U G U S T   2 0 1 3

Family
Reunion

What a beautiful wedding of John and Amanda Cook on July 
13th.  Everything from the beautiful decorations to the wonderful 
food, a fun loving wedding party.  It was so great to see all the 
small children out on the dance floor having the time of their life. 
Madeline's toast to Amanda and John was priceless.  Good job 
Madeline! The love between Amanda and John was so evident, 
as was the love of your parents Lisa, Tony and Jane.  It was just 
a great day. Congratulations Amanda and John.  We wish you a 
long and happy marriage. The above photo is Amanda's 
wedding bouquet, and the photo below is the head table.

Love to all and God Bless.  Linda



August Birthdays
Brian Strate Aug 02
Duane Mages Aug 03
Grady Rath Aug 03
Veda Tonneson Plath Aug 04
Julia Mages Aug 07
Nathan Gall Aug 09
Jennifer Butler Aug 12
James Mages Aug 15
MaKayla Strand Aug 16
Tess Mages Aug 22
Imia Mages Aug 26
Joe Mages Aug 28
Bella Bemmels Aug 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
July 28,2013- Nascar races with David Fischer

August 03-04,13- Mages Fest at John and Cindy's farm 
near Belgrade.

August 24,2013- Kodet Sister's Day in Morton, Mn. 
Senior Citizen Center.  

August 12,2013- Concert in the Park, Mages Family 
Band

August 16,2013- Black Diamond's at Sleepy Eye Corn 
Days

August 17,2013- Black Diamond's at Fischer Resort 
Paynesville, Mn.

September 14 & 15-2013- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

September 21. 2013- Bridal Shower for Melanie 
Herkenoff.  Bride to be of Steven Mages at the Gibbon 
Community Center.

November 30,2013- Mages Family Christmas at Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church in North Mankato.

December 28, 2013- Wedding of Steven Mages and 
Melanie Herkenhoff

January 17 thru 25.2014- Mages family trip to  Puerto 
Rico

May 2015- Mages family trip to Italy
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A Special Hello to my  Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Grandma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our German cousins, 
Helmut, Birgit, Andi, Hannah and Tobi

August Anniversaries
Larry and Maggie Mages
Aug 18 42 years

Kevin and Barb Plath
Aug 29 38 years

Tony and Lisa Schmitz
Aug 29 26 years

Brad and Tess Mages
Aug 15 15 years

Adam and Amanda Bemmels
Aug 25 11 years

Stevie and Melanie Miller
Aug 28 03 years
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My Great Day with Great Grandma Barbara Mages 
 

I was so lucky to spend a day with my great grandma Mages. One of my goals was 
to learn how to make her potato salad. And I got to do that! But my favorite part 
was just being given the opportunity to spend a day with this wonderful woman.  
  I got to learn how great grandma and great grandpa met. How my Grandpa 
Larry thought he was a Superman…and Popeye. Haha! How Rick got lost at the 
Como Zoo…..and then again at the county fair. The crazy story of Mike’s arrival 
into this world. As well as many other fun facts about the cool Mages family!  
 I’m truly amazed that a person that’s related to me is so gifted and talented. 
I mean she raised 16 really hard-working, funny, and smart children. She stayed 
strong for her family even though she suffered the worst heartbreak for a mother of 
losing two children.  As we talked, it became clear to me that my great grandma is 
an incredibly positive, loving, and patient person.  She is also a REALLY good 
storyteller, so easy and fun to listen to. 
 Did you know great grandma did not have electricity in her home until she 
married great grandpa? She joked with me that she married him for his electricity. 
Haha!   
 One thing I have in common with my great grandma is that we both liked to 
play outside all summer long as kids.  What was cool about great grandma is that 
they would set up a house in the grove or in the corn cribs complete with bedrooms, 
living room and a kitchen.  They would make mud pies all summer long! Who said 
you need toys to have fun!?! 
    We also both went (I still do) to a small elementary school.  Great 
grandma’s school was really small though. They shared grades in a one-room school 
house.  She had four kids in her grade, 2 girls and 2 boys.   
 One of her favorite childhood memories was going to the county fairs.  They 
would ride the rides, have a picnic, and her mother would show her canned, baked, 
and garden goods at the fair.  It’s no wonder great grandma is such a great cook.  It 
sounds like she had a great cooking instructor.   
 So back to learning how to make her potato salad (the original goal for the 
day)!  I really wanted the recipe so that I could make it and eat the whole bowl. Yep, 
I love it that much!  Great Grandma told me the recipe was all in her head and she 
used sight to decide how much of each ingredient to put in.  Didn’t I tell you this 
woman is amazing! 
So while learning how to make it by sight, we wrote down what we thought the 
amounts were.  Give it a try.  You will love it! 

By Halle Bemmels



Great Grandma Mages’s Top Secret Potato Salad Recipe 
   
6-7 potatoes (boiled, cooled, peeled, then dice) 
 
6 boiled eggs(save 1 out to garnish at the end, quarter the rest to put in salad) (she 
always make a few extra so Grandpa could snitch a couple) 
 
1 stalk of celery 
 
1 green onion 
 
1 cup of salad dressing/miracle whip 
 
½ cup of cream 
 
1 ½ tablespoons of mustard 
 
1 tablespoon of sugar 
 
½ tablespoon of salt    
 
 
 
Mix all the ingredients. Put in a pretty bowl. Garnish with a radish and 1 hard 
boiled egg. 
 
 
I hope you enjoy it as much as I do.  Now every time I make it, I get to think of the 
day I spent with my Great Grandma Mages, a fantastically amazing, talented, 
patient, smart, and kind woman. Thanks great grandma!!  Love you! 
 
Love, 
Halle Bemmels 
 
p.s. Stay tuned……my next project is going to be to write a book about great 
grandma.  Yep, she is that cool, I think she needs an autobiography  
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Great Day with Great Grandma
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Logan Douglas-July 16, 2013

Logan was born to Melanie and Stevie Miller on July 16,2013 
at 10:30 am weighing 9#1 oz. And 21 inches long.  Proud 
sister is Jasmine, and proud Grandparents are Jermayne and 
Duane 



Page 6

Memories From the Past
 My Dad's home farm was a mile to the east across the field.  Mother's home farm was ¾ 
mile to the south across the field.  To the west of us lived John and Anna Wilt, a short way 
across the field.  Anna was Mom's sister.  They were Godparents for all of us kids.  Our mail 
box was next to theirs, so we saw them everyday.  We would stop at the house, and visit 
and play with Joe, their adopted son who was a nephew.  His mother was John's sister, she 
had died in childbirth, so they were happy to take the baby.  Joe suffered from epilepsy, and 
later on from rheumatoid arthritis.  He was bed ridden  for a couple of years before he 
passed away at the age of 19.  He was  the same age as my brother Ed.  When he was bed 
ridden we would play checkers , Chinese checkers or cards with him.
     Dad came from a family of five sisters and four brothers.  His Dad owned quite a bit of 
land, so Dad only went to school at our District 12 for four years.  After fourth grade he 
stayed home, and helped on the farm.  Even so he kept educating himself.  We always got 
a daily newspapers, “The Minneapolis Tribune.”  Mother got her Bohemian newspaper 
about once a month, so they both kept up with news from the Old Country. 
     Dad became involved with local proceedings in Henryville Township.  He was clerk on 
the board, and became very busy at certain times when the gravel trucks were hauling 
gravel.  He was a Road Boss so he would check the loads as they were delivered, and 
supervised the miles to be covered.  Then we could figure out all the Sunday afternoon trips 
around the neighborhood looking at crops, also checking out where gravel was needed.  He 
was also on the school board for District 12.  I remember one year it, was probably in the 
depression, that Dad went to Olivia, and bought home a car load (Model A Ford) of food.  It 
was to be devided to all those in the school district, so he and Mom were weighing out the 
bulk food, such as rice, beans, sugar, etc. etc.  There were also cans of veggies and 
condensed milk.  We always had our own milk and cream, so Mother had to figure out a 
way to use it.  Dad was also on the board at North Redwood Farmers Elevator for many 
years.  He was active on church committees at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Bechyn.  He 
also sold Moormans Feed, and Archer Oil.  
     In our house we had back to back cupboards in the kitchen, and dining room.  It was 
more like a hutch in the dining room with the glass doors above, and a buffet side by side 
below.  There were two deep drawers, and one long shallow drawer at the bottom for table 
cloths.  One big drawer held newspapers, and the one below had games, cards, colors etc. 
etc.  The other two drawers toward the corner of the room were Dad's office.  He kept all his 
ledgers, books, and papers in them.  We never opened those drawers, they were off limits, 
not even to get a pencil or anything.  When Dad would do bookwork he had the table close 
by to spread  out his bookwork.
     We had a battery radio in a corner of the dining room.  It had a big battery like a car 
battery, and from time to time Dad would take it to town to have it recharged.  We listened 
to the news, country music, Amos and Andy etc.  Certain nights it was Gangbusters or the 
Lux Presents Hollywood, a movie would burn the air.  Always something interesting on the 
radio.  
     On winter nights we would all sit in the dining room.  We did our homework.  Dad would 
be in his rocker reading the newspaper, and smoking his one cigar of the day.  Mother 
would sit in her rocking chair, and be crocheting.  My older sisters would be embroidering 
pillow cases, or some fancy work.  Then Ed would start the popcorn, and soon we'd all be 
eating popcorn and apples.  More next time.  Love, Mom, Grandma
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Wedding of Amanda and John- July 13,2013

Madeline, Amanda, Jessica and Becca



John and Amanda Cook Wedding Continued
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Bella, Amanda, Jessica, Lisa, Amanda and Emily
Debbie, Donna and Lisa

Amanda and Tony
Gina and Josie

Amanda and John

David flipping Amanda

Rick dancing with 
Mom to the Beer 

Barrel Polka

Becca, Grandma 
and Jessica
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Stacie and Scott's Graduation From College

Stacie graduated from Southwest 
Minnesota State University, 
Marshall MN, May 11, 2013, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Corporate and Personal Finance 
and Investments with a Minor 
degree in Management. Stacie is 
employed at Schwan’s Food 
Company in Marshall MN, as a 
Financial Administrator for the 
Information Services Department.  
We are so proud of you.  Dad and 
Mom ( Tom and Sharon)

Scott graduated from Ridgewater 
College, Willmar MN, May 17, 2013 
with a Degree in Ag Business. Scott 
is going to further his college 
education to pursue a Bachelors 
Degree in Agronomy. 
Congratulations to both, on your 
accomplishments! We are so proud 
of you! Dad and Mom

( Tom and Sharon)



A Sunday Visit by Duane Mages
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Sunday was a day to look forward to as a kid. After the chores were done, Church 
was over, and the dinner dishes done, we could play all afternoon or go visiting. I 
remember this particulate visit to our Uncle and Aunts place Near Olivia, Albin and 
Adella. 
Dad and my older brothers, I was 4 or 5 years old, were all done with the chores 
and Mom was busy getting the family ready for Church. The boys all wore suits, the 
girls had on their Sunday best dresses, and Mom in her dress and very red lipstick. 
After Church we had our usual delicious chicken dinner, with mashed potatoes and 
gravy, lettuce and radishes and chocolate cake for dessert. After dinner we asked 
Dad to go visit our cousins near Olivia. Dad hesitated and replied that it was too far. 
Back then, 20 miles was considered a long trip. After a little coaxing from Mom, Dad 
would give in. With the table cleared off and the dishes all done, we all piled into our 
4 door, 1953 Turquoise Chevy car. 
Mom had the baby on her lap, and probably 2 other kids in the front. The rest of us 
piled in the back seat which was about 6 of us. I happened to get the back window. 
It was a hot summer day, so being under that window was going to get a little hot. 
With no air conditioning, all the windows were wide open, so I was able to feel that 
cool breeze, even way in the back. You wouldn’t think of having anybody in the rear 
window these days. We had a good time with our cousins, enjoyed a big supper 
with them and back home again we went. Duane

Dressed for Sunday Church Left to right front row: Jeff and 
John.  Back row: Rick, Dan, Larry and Duane



Bridal Shower-Melanie and Steven
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Bridal shower for Melanie 
Herkenoff and Steven Mages 
on Sat. , Sept. 21, 2013 at the 
Gibbon Community Center, in 
Gibbon,MN. Time is pending, 
but it will be in the A.M. More 
details in the next newsletter. 
Jermayne

Dear Mr. Superstition 
Mountain Foxnapper,

   I was at the Sleepy Eye fireworks,      
but I didn't see you or your boat, AND I 
DIDN'T SEE FOXIE.  Maybe you went to 
DisneyLand again.  I can't write the book 
you want, but I'm writing some memories 
of the Kodet Farm.  Can you give Foxie 
back for that???
DON'T HURT FOXIE.  We miss him so.  
Roxie and Petey are crying everyday.  
PLEASE, PLEASE.
Mrs. Fonzy 

My Dear Ol' Lady Mrs Fonzy, 
You continually write exciting stories for all your family to read, yet you deny that you are 
writing a book. I have heard of the "Great Manuscript" of your family's early years. I am tired 
of the run around you are giving me. FOXIE howls out ROXIE'S name night after night. I no 
longer can guarantee FOXIE'S safety. The desert is a dangerous place, as you can see, FOXIE 
was nearly eaten by this hungry monster near San Diego. I must say, he is a brave fox. Soon I 
will turn him loose in the Mexican desert, never to be seen again-unless, of course, you turn 
over a manuscript of your new book to me. On Aug 3rd at midnight, as the moon rises above 
the trees at MagesFest, you will see FOXIE in a halogram, proving that he is alright. I expect 
to see a manuscript before dawn, or FOXIE will be lost in the desert forever. The Superstition 
Mountain Foxnapper

Note Foxie in 
the lion's mouth
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Civil War Re-enactment, Gettysburg 
For several years we have been looking forward to visiting Gettysburg during their 150th anniversary re-enactment of the 
greatest battle of the civil war. Our four oldest grandchildren, McKenna and Brennen Mages, Josie Wagner, and Halle 
Bemmels traveled with us. Before leaving we all studied about the battle and learned the generals for each side and all 
the important lay of the land and strategies of each side, so everything was quite familiar when we arrived. Halle took 
great interest in Culp's Hill, since her address in LeSueur is on Culp's Hill and many of the streets in her neighborhood 
are named after famous Gettysburg landmarks. The 1st Minnesota had 215 casualties out of 262 soldiers, the highest 
percentage of any state at the battle of Gettysburg. 
Betty, John, Sandy, and Sandy's friend met us at the re-enactment. Gettysburg is only 85 miles from Sandy's house in 
Baltimore. On our way we visited Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore on Lake Michigan, which was an awesome beach. 
We also stopped at Cedar Point, Ohio, home of the world's greatest roller coasters. After Gettysburg, we visited Hershey 
World, then Washington DC for two days and returned home through Niagra Falls and Southern Ontario. Larry and 
Maggie

Left to right: Sandy's friend, Sandy, Betty, Jon, McKenna, Larry, Halle, Josie, 
Brennen and Maggie

Arlington National Cemetery
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Gettysburg Trip Continued by Larry and Maggie

Cannon's Roar Niagra Falls, Halle, Josie, McKenna, Maggie, 
Brennen and Larry

Halle

The White House

Calvary’s Charge

Pickett's Charge

Cannons



Hello everyone,
Here are a few photos from the addition for Wolf's Taxidermy business this past spring/summer months. 
Ryan has been established with Wolf's taxidermy since 2006 and went full time in the fall of 2012. With 
the business growing, Ryan and I decided to add on a 24 X 40 addition to the business to include larger 
rooms for a Wood Shop/Tool Room, painting booth and for the new hydrographic business. With the 
additional room, now the old garage area was turned into a rugging room which is usually used for bear 
rugs. A few things need to be complete yet, with finishing the parking lot area with concrete and from 
the photos we need to finish organizing/cleaning the new rooms. For those who are wondering what 
hydrographics is, here is a short explanation:
Hydrographics is also known as camouflage dipping. This is the process that you find on commercially 
camouflaged bows, guns, or ATVs found in many retail stores providing outdoors products. The process 
involves floating the film on the water, spraying it with an activator, and dipping the item through the 
film. Most of the films are transparent, so you can change the base color to change the look of the film. 
You can check us out at wolfstaxidermy.net for further details and photos of the hydrographic 
items/taxidermy.
Hope everyone enjoys their summer and when hunting starts this fall, be safe and enjoy Gods nature. 
God Bless everyone,
Love, Laura Wolf
Started the addition May 13th, 2013

Wold Taxidermy
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Ryan 
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Wolf Taxidermy Continued
Ryan with 
Ahley and 
Brooke

Laura in 
the bear 
rug room

The wood and tool room

Ryan showing kids 
how hydrographic 
works ( dipping 
Alex's crock 
sandals with snake 
skin pattern) " 
WOW that is so 
COOL."
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Sister's Weekend 2013-September 14-15
                    Who's invited?..........All the women of the 
                        Alphonse and Barbara Mages Family.
          Mom, Sisters, Sister-in-law, daughters, daughters-in-law, nieces, nieces-in- laws,                   

                     granddaughter, Great granddaughters, etc, ..........18 and older
             You do not have to be married to enjoy this 
              Fabulous weekend with the fam.  You are all welcome.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
          Come and enjoy a relaxing weekend at the Beautiful Emerald Bay Resort on the Shores of 
Lake Elizabeth.  Fellowship, True Stories, Jokes & etc.......Saturday and Sunday September 14 & 15
Come any time after noon on Saturday, and we'll sit on the patio and enjoy conversation and drinks.

          This year we will be heading over to Stewart, Mn. To the FORM A FEED Anniversary 
Celebration and Concert.  We plan to leave Emerald Hideaway around 2 pm in the afternoon, and will 
First: enjoy Supper at Form A Feed and Second: Two concerts at the Form A Feed Celebration: 
Sherwin Linton at 4:30pm, and then the Famous Sawyer Brown Band.  Music will wrap up around 8 
pm, and we'll head back to the cabin for a fun evening.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Important:  You MUST RSVP to Sister Donna or Barb by August 14th 
Because we will call Rick on August 14th and give him our numbers, 
and he'll get wrist bands for us to get into events and music.
*****************************************************************************
 Byo-beverages, and Bring one snack to share for time back at the cabin after the 
concert.

Bring one $10.00 to $15.00 gift for the gift exchange.  (This is optional if you want to 
participate)

We will go to Lake Lillian 8:15 Mass on Sunday morning, and then 
have breakfast at the diner in Lake Lillian after church.  So no 
breakfast will be needed this year.

      There will be no competition this year. 

Important: Call, Text or email Donna or Call Barb if you would like to reserve a bed 
for the evening, and so we can set up reservations at the music and breakfast.  If you 
can't make it for the whole weekend, you can come for Saturday or Sunday.  WE would 
just love to see you.  
                          Call or text Donna at 320-221-1566 or email donna1528@gmail.com
                         Call Barb at 507-387-1334
                          Love to you all, Donna and Barb             

mailto:donna1528@gmail.com
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