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Family
Reunion

Gina and I would like to thank all of you for the 
wonderful Christmas gifts.  We love you for it. 
My clearwave.net email account will be closing.  I 
have been sent notification that this company will 
be quitting business.  From now on please send all 
articles to my rocketmail account, the address is 
on page 2.    I will not receive it otherwise.  Thank 
you.

God's blessings to all.  
Love, Linda



January 
Birthdays

Taylor Mages Jan 09
Jessica Schmitz Jan 09
Zach Mages Jan 10
Kyle Strate Jan 11
David Fischer Jan 11
Andi Mages Jan 11
Tom Mages Jan 14
Riley Strate Jan 18
Ryan Wolf Jan 19
Laura Wolf Jan 20
Amanda Bemmels   Jan 20
Noah Mages Jan 23
Arlene Mages Jan 25
Ashley Mills Jan 28
Autumn Butler Jan 29
Grace Mages Jan 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
December 24, 2013-Baby due for Jennifer and Adam 
Butler.

December 28, 2013- Wedding of Steven Mages and 
Melanie Herkenhoff

January 24-28, 2014- Men and boys fishing weekend at 
Emerald Hideaway 

June 07,2014- Baby due for Brianna and Riley Jensen

August 09, 2014- Wedding of Jennifer Janni and David 
Fischer

September 20-21,2014- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideway.  Hosted by Kathy and Sharon.

May 2015- Mages family trip to Italy
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Grandma 
Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

 

 

 

 

Engaged
Mark your calendars as David Fischer proposed to Jennifer 
Janni on November 24, 2013, and they have set their 
wedding date for August 09,2014.



Armistice Day Blizzard by Mom 

     November 11, 1940, was the date of the , “ STORM OF THE CENTURY IN MINNESOTA.”  It 
was a Monday following a week of mild weather.  It began with rain, and then sleet , and as the 
temperature dropped it turned to snow.  My sister, Martha, got on the bus at 7am at the end of the 
driveway to Olivia High School.  Cousin, Edmund Kodet, was already on the bus.  Our brother, Ed, 
was going to agriculture school in Morris, Minnesota at the time.  The bus driver crossed Highway 
71, and picked up a couple more students.  The snow was coming down so heavy he decided to 
head to town.  Visibility was getting so bad, the wind so strong.  He took eight kids to the rest 
home where his Mother lived.  He knew the school would be closed.  The storm raged for two days 
before the wind died down.  Martha and another girl would sleep on a couch that opened into a 
bed.  Time moved slowly, but they were all grateful to be safe inside a warm place.  They kept 
busy visiting the old folks.
     When the storm was over, Martha and Edmund walked uptown to our uncle and aunt's,
“Haliday's Grocery Store.”
      The snow was so deep, and the drifts were so high.  Everyone was shoveling snow.  Uncle 
George and Aunt Emma Haliday had received a phone call that our Grandpa Kojetin had died 
during the storm.  They were going to try to get to Bechyn.  Grandpa was 74 years old.  Martha 
and Edmund were welcome to stay at their house with the rest of the family until someone came to 
get them.  It was a couple of more days before Mother and Dad could get them, and then it was 
Grandpa's wake and funeral.  The wake was at their home in Bechyn. There was so much deep 
snow all over, the drifts were as high as the telephone poles.  I don't remember much about the 
funeral, so I don't know if they were able to bury him in the cemetery that day, but I do remember 
the wake. In a home wake there is someone who stays awake all night and keeps vigil over the 
body of the loved one. We stayed until about midnight, and Dad took us home.  Mom and her 
sisters and brother stayed all night.  I remember that the big Grandfather clock had been stopped 
at the time of his death.  Grandpa wouldn't come to visit anymore, and bring us chocolate star 
candy, but maybe he is passing it out in heaven.  
     That Monday morning at the farm we were rescuing chickens that had roosted in the trees in 
the warm weather.  It was raining, and starting to sleet and snow,and the chickens didn't want to 
move.    As they flew down we would catch them, and carry them to the hen house.  By the time 
we finished it was snowing very hard, and the wind was strong.  Our country school started at 9am 
in the winter, so with the storm we didn't go to school.  We worried about Martha, and wondering 
where she was.
     Dad and Emil were doing extra livestock chores getting ready for the storm.  And what a storm 
it was!!  The wind was so bad, and the temperature went way down.  We were in a warm house 
with plenty of wood and coal, and plenty of food, so we were okay.
     I went to the library, and got a book to research the storm, and I found out why it was 
called,”The Storm of the Century.”  There were 59 people in Minnesota that lost their lives that day. 
 Many were deer hunters or duck hunters.  Many were people who left their cars that had gotten 
stuck on the road, and left to walk to shelter.  Some stayed in their cars, and the snow had 
completely covered the car.  The wind was a steady 36 miles an hour wind with gusts up to 60 
miles per hour.  Snow piled up from 16 inch snowfall in some places to as high as a 26 inch 
snowfall in places.  Some highways had 15 foot drifts on them.  It took weeks to shovel out.  Some 
home owners had to go out a window on the sheltered side of the house in order to shovel out 
their doors.  
     Strangely enough there wasn't too much of snowfalls the rest of the winter until another blizzard 
on St. Patrick's (March 17), 1941.  What a coincidence that there was another St. Patrick's blizzard 
in 1965.  That year Mike was born, and we had to get to the hospital in that blizzard. Page 3
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Blizzard Continued by Mom

That is another story.
     There was a lot of snow in 1936 also, the winter we were quarantined, but that winter was so 
much colder.  There was a stretch of 42 consecutive days that the temperature didn't get above 
zero.  Minnesota weather is unpredictable.  There were no weather forecasts about the coming 
storm.  
     That Monday morning at the Mages farm about 20 miles away south of the Minnesota River, 
(this was before I met Alphonse, but he told this to me,) was also a busy one getting the livestock 
ready for the coming storm.  It was beginning to sleet when Grandpa Mages told Dad almost 12 
years old, Alphonse, and brother Albin almost 13 years old to go to the pasture to bring the horses 
to the barn.  There was a straw pile at the far end of the pasture, and the five or six horses were 
huddled there.  They would get them away from the straw pile , but they would always run back.  
After several times of trying to herd the horses to the barn, they had trouble seeing them.  It was 
snowing so hard, and the wind was strong.  The horses would not leave the straw pile.  Visibility 
was getting bad, and soon they were lost in the storm.  They didn't know if they were going the 
right way, but then they hit the barbed wire fence.  They followed the fence going against the wind.  
At times the wind was so strong they couldn't move.  At last they could get to the barn, and then to 
the house.  Grandpa and Grandma had been so worried about them, and were so glad to see 
them.  
     After the storm was over they went to see about the horses.  They had burrowed into the straw 
stack, and were okay, but the steers that had taken refuge in the drainage ditch were all dead.  
The snow had covered them up and smothered them.  There were many turkey farmers that had 
turkeys that were on the range that were ready for market that lost all their turkeys,  thousands of 
them.  Now turkeys are raised in big barns, but at the time, “on the range,” meant in open alfalfa 
fields.  They had shelters for sun and rain that had a long sloping roof on which they would roost at 
night.  Many of those turkey would have gone to market that week because Thanksgiving was 
coming.
     We have had blizzards since then that have been very serious.  We have more sophisticated 
weather forecasting now.  We have more and better snow plows, and we have snowmobiles.  
(Quote from Mike.)  When he had to talk about his patron saint in St. Mary's School when he was 
in third or forth grade, Michael Patrick told of being born on St. Patrick's Day in the blizzard of 
1965, and he ended his story saying, “they didn't have any snowmobiles then.”  Mike's teacher 
shared that.  More next time.  Love, Mom, Grandma

Danny and Linda at the Morton 
farm by a snow bank on the north 

side of the driveway.



HOORAY-HOORAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
     We were so glad to see Foxie at the Christmas party.  I thought he would 
probably be there after seeing the pictures in the last Family Reunion, and he had 
made it as far as the Sleepy Eye hayfields.  
     But he had hidden in a fancy basket underneath Rice Krispie Bars. When we all 
were going down the buffet line of food, and removed a few bars from the top- here 
Foxie popped into view.  We were so happy to see him!!!!!  Now he can travel to 
Arizona with me as Jeff and LeAnn drive me after Steven and Melanie's wedding.  
Roxie will be so happy to see him too.  
     Oh the stories that Foxie can tell!!  We still didn't know who the Foxnapper was.  
We had to find out who owned the fancy basket.  So we put investigators Barb and 
Betty on the trail to see who picked up the fancy basket to take it home.
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Foxie is Back

     

But the Foxnapper was quite clever.  In all the excitement of leaving that day the basket 
disappeared.  Very Mysterious!!!!!!!!!!!!  So we still had many suspects- especially Jeff, Larry and 
Dan- with planes, cars, motorhomes and four wheelers we couldn't figure out which one.  Rick, 
Stretch and Curt are off the list now as they all left earlier, and the basket was still there.  In fact 
Rick and Jane took me home that day.  Someone mentioned that day they are going to miss 
reading the “Foxie Saga” in the Family Reunion, but they are glad Foxie is back safe and sound.  
AND I AM STILL WONDERING!!!!!!!!!

Love, Mom, Grandma aka Mrs. Fonzy
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Mages Christmas 2013
Eric and Dawn Plath

Betty, Barb, Linda, Nancy 
and LeAnn Kevin, right 

wasn't in 
the 
committee 
picture, but 
he worked 
hard

The Committee, l-r, Nancy, LeAnn, Barb, Dawn, Linda, Joe, Betty, 
Jeff, Josh, Missing is Josh's girlfriend Erin who is taking the 

picture, Jon and Eric



Mages Christmas Continued
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     What a wonderful Christmas party.  Thank you to our hosts- Jeff, LeAnn, Barb, Kevin, Nancy, 
Betty, Joe, Linda and their families.  What joy to see all the family again.  Santa too!!  We got to 
see the new cookbook, Congratulations Linda for spending so much time,and effort ,and for 
doing such a splendid job.  Congratulations!!! to the newly engaged couple David and Jennifer.  
We'll enjoy coming to your wedding next August.  I want to thank all of you for the wonderful 
Christmas gifts.  May you all have a Blessed Christmas Season.  
Love, Mom, Grandma 

Cindy, left photo being presented with 
scarves by Miss Mages Fest, Kristen 
,and Monica upper photo being 
presented with scarves by Betty and 
Miss Mages Fest, Kristen

Erin, Josh and LeAnn working 
hard

Tom's 
50th 
birthday 
cake.
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Mages Christmas Continued

Y 

Josie and Gina with Santa
Mom with Santa

Riley and Brianna telling Santa they are 
expecting a new addition to their family.

Tom, Duane and Mom

Joe, 
Josh 
and Jeff 
working 
hard.
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Newsflash
Mr Foxnapper has been found!!
     You remember that the “Harleys” were Hot on the Trail of Foxie.  At every Foxie sighting 
they found these special tracks.  The traced the tracks to the motorhome used by  and Maggie.  
They were the ones who took Foxie for his trip across America.  Thank you “Harleys.”  So Thank 
you Larry for a suspense filled summer, and thank you Maggie for helping Foxie hide under the 
Rice Krispie Bars.
     What a wonderful Christmas discovery.  May God Bless us all in this Holy and Blessed 
Christmas Season.
Love,
Mom and Grandma

New Addresses

Stacie Mages
1201 Canaga Park Dr #2
Marshall MN 56258

 I see you just sent out the 
mages address list a few 
weeks ago but I didn't have a 
new address at that time.  
Starting Jan 1st, Imia and my 
address will be;  26377 521st 
Ave, Winthrop MN 55396.
 

Joe and Imia Mages
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In Memory
I'd like the memory of me
     To be a happy one.
I'd like to leave an after glow
     Of smiles when life is done.
I'd like to leave an echo
     Whispering softly down the 
ways.
Of happy times and laughing 
times
     And bright and sunny days.
I'd like the tears of those who
     Grieve, to dry before the sun
Of happy memories that I leave
     When life is done.

Nancy
Connie, Doug and girls
Becky, Shane and boys
Brian, Michelle and boys
Sarah Chad and family
Kimberly

Left photo, 
Jeff hard at 
work,  Right 
photo the 
crew waiting 
for the 
guests to 
arrive.  L-r, 
Jeff, Joe, 
Barb, Dawn 
and Betty

More Christmas Photos

Chuck Strate November 26, 1947-January 19,2001
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Thank You Shadow Boxes
Made by Betty and presented to Dan and Rick with all their 
military service insignia. 

Betty 
with 
shadow 
boxes

Dan 
U.S. Air 
Force 
on top 
right

Rick U.S. Marines right middle

Bottom left photo. Mom, Dan, 
Rick and Betty
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1959 Eagle Cushman Scooter by Dan Mages

It was the winter of 1960- cold snowy, we had gotten home from school, Larry, Duane, Rich & I 
all went out to do our chores. We all had our jobs to do and when we worked together, it always 
seem that we could get done a lot faster. Anyway that  one night when we got done, Dad came 
home from an auction sale, and he brought home a 1959 Eagle Cushman scooter. Whooooo, 
hey we got wheels, but not so fast, there is yet a lot of winter left. So finally after what seem like 
a long wait, it warmed up, and the roads dried out so we could finally start riding the scooter. But 
not so fast, Now Dad had a talking to us, and their is a whole set of rules we have to go by, and 
for the most part we did listen to Dad. But once in a while we would have to test our limits, and 
one of the rules was I could not drive on a tar road.(no drivers license yet).  Well one Sunday 
after church I was driving so I would drive on the highway from the top of the hill (by jackpot 
junction) to where now is the golf course by jackpot junction, and for some reason the scooter 
stoped running by the raven there. I tried to start it, but to no avail. Then someone came along,  
and asked what the problem was, and he called Dad to come get me, and the scooter. Dad 
didn't even say to much, but I knew I was in trouble. I think I got grounded for 2 weeks for that.   
I drove the Cushman many times to football practice to Morton by the back way on the, what we 
called " the old wagon bridge". Same as the Hinderman bridge, but I think the old wagon bridge 
was in worst shape, but at least it stayed up for the years that I could use it.  One hot summer 
day Larry and Duane on the back sea,t and Rick on the gas tank, us 4 went  to the Morton pool, 
Ernie Ahrens stoped us, (chief of police) and asked what we were doing?      We told him we 
were going to the pool, and then home. It was ok but he said when we got done swimming we 
were to go straight home, which we did.   Then later on, after I got a drivers license, Then we 
could ride a lot farther, and we would go riding with the Goelz boys, Bobby Hanna, and the 
Mammens. We all had Cushmans, and it was fun riding together .Going through the Redwood 
park, Morton and Bechyn were some of our favor places.  So once I got my car, then the 
Cushman got past down to Larry then Duane, How long it lasted, I don't know, But I know we 
got a lot of good use out of it. except for uncle Myron. another story!!

 Dan in the 
Pilzen 
Brewrey in 
the Czech 
Republic

Dan receiving the distinguished flying cross 
while in Viet Nam

L-R, 
Larry, 
Curt and 
Dan in a 
Germany 
clothing 
store
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Family Mass Schedule

The Masses for 2014  Deceased members of the Alphonse Mages 
Family

Tuesday, April 22- 7:15am Tuesday, May 20- 7:15am
Friday, June 20- 7:15am Tuesday, July 15- 7:15am
Monday, Aug 11- 7:15am Monday, Sept. 22-7:15am
Monday, Oct 06- 7:15am Tuesday, Nov 18- 7:15am
Sunday, Dec 14- 8:00am

St. Mary's Catholic Church,  Sleepy Eye, Mn

Thank you, thank you to the Editors of 
the Mages Family Cookbook

Congratulations on an outstanding family cookbook you have created, designed ,carried 
through and finished. Thank you to Linda Gall, Gina Anderson and proofreader, Barbara 
Mages, plus behind the scene helpers. Thanks to everyone who submitted their secret family 
recipes and stories for a keepsake cookbook that will be treasured for many years and 
generations. I laughed, I cried and I laughed some more reading such special stories and 
quotes. It has been a joy sharing with my children, friends and co-workers. We truly are so 
lucky for the time and efforts our editors have taken to put this all together. I am still 
astounded by the information pulled together. It was the first time I seen a photo of my 
brother, Robert and my sister, Mary Beth. The memorial pages of our lost loved ones and 
photos of the newest babies are time treasures in our hearts. I have been already trying some 
of these great recipes and they are so delicious. Thanks for the detailed descriptions, like 
Jermayne’s Homemade bread to attempt myself, or grandma Barbara’s Christmas Dressing, 
or State’s Crazy cake and Snot frosting, or Autumn Butler’s Can’t Wait Apple Cake, or Joe’s 
Fried Mashed Potatoes you can do it too! God’s blessings to you all over and over again. 
((Hugs)), from  #14 Debbie Fischer

TO  ALL
 THE CHRIST CHILD IS BORN
TODAY IS BORN A SAVIOR
WE WISH ALL A VERY MERRY
AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS
AND A WONDERFUL
NEW YEAR.
 LOVE,   DUANE AND 
JERMAYNE
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New Baby

Brianna and Riley Jensen would like to announce the 
pending birth of a new member to their family around 
June 07,2014
Congratulations from the Mages Family

More Christmas Photos

Left photo   Miss Mages Fest Kristen and Santa.  
Bottom photo Tom getting his 50th birthday cake from 
the girls.  L-r, Linda, Nancy, Tom and LeAnn.
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