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Always remember to forget
The things that made you sad

But never forget to remember
The things that made you glad

Always remember to forget
The friends that proved untrue

But never forget to remember
Those that have stuck by you

Always remember to forget
The troubles that passed away

But never forget to remember
The blessings that come each day



St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints. 
Patrick was born around 385 in Scotland, probably Kilpatrick. His 
parents were Calpurnius and Conchessa, who were Romans living in 
Britian in charge of the colonies.
 
As a boy of fourteen or so, he was captured during a raiding party 
and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep.  He learned 
the language and practices of the people who held him. 

Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He 
worked many miracles and wrote of his love for God in Confessions. 
After years of living in poverty, traveling and enduring much 
suffering he died March 17, 461. He died at Saul, where he had built 
the first church. 

Why a shamrock? Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Trinity, 
and has been associated with him and the Irish since that time  

Mystique Deegan-March 04
Jack Mages-March 04
Bryant Mages-march 04
Stephanie Mages- march 05
Kim Strate-March 09
Larry Fischer-March 12
Mike Mages-March 17
Rebecca Schmitz-March 19
Matt Mages-March 24
Suzanne Mages-March 28
Mary Kay Mages-March 30
Stevie Miller-March 30
Julia Strand- March 31

March 
Birthdays

Saint Patrick

Take a net, a cardboard box, green paint, green tissue paper, 
some pennies and an old shoe. Firstly, paint the cardboard box 
green and place the old shoe inside. Cover the opening with thin 
green tissue paper. Carefully lay the pennies on the tissue paper. 
If you don't want to use real money, you can easily substitute 
chocolate gold-wrapped coins. 

Place the trap near some trees or hedgerows. Make sure it's 
disguised well and blends into the surroundings. When the 
Leprechaun sees the coins he will try to collect them. He will 
step onto the tissue paper, it will break and he will fall into the 
box. Now quickly throw the net over him. 

No one has yet caught a leprechaun, but don't be discouraged. 
Start looking today. Good luck !!

How to Catch a Leprechaun



There are no March 
Anniversaries

Celtic Wedding Tradition

The Claddagh's ring distinctive 
design features two hands 

clasping a heart, and usually 
surmounted by a crown. The 
elements of this symbol are 

often said to correspond to the 
qualities of love (the heart), 
friendship (the hands), and 

loyalty (the crown).

Leprechauns come in two distinct groups - leprechaun and cluricaun.

A cluricaun dresses very stylishly with a jaunty cap, large silver 
buckles on his shoes, beautiful gold laces and pale blue stockings. 
You will never see him wear an apron or carry a hammer. He has a 
jolly grin, a slightly pink-tipped nose and is almost always drunk and 
cheerful. Pass him by, for he never has any money, or any idea where 
treasure is buried. 

A cluricaun will steal or borrow almost anything, making merry and 
creating mayhem in your house during the hours of darkness. He will 
happily busy himself raiding your kitchen, pantry, larder and cellar 
and after dinner he will harness your sheep, goats, dogs and even 
your domestic fowls to ride away. 
Through the countryside he will race them, over the fields and into 
the bog. Leprechauns denounce cluricaun behavior, but it has been 
said that cluricauns may just be leprechauns on drunken sprees. 

How To Identify Your 
Leprechaun

Anniversaries



April 28,29,30 2014
Shrek Musical 
Sleepy Eye

April 2014
Planning meeting for Italy Trip

June 07,2014 
Baby due for Brianna & Riley Jensen

August 09, 2014
Wedding: Jennifer Janni & David Fischer

August 16. 2014 
Kodet Sister's Day
9 am, at the Senior Citizens Center 
in Morton, Mn.  for potluck

September 20-21, 2014
Sister's Weekend at Emerald Hideway. 
Hosted by Kathy and Sharon.

May 2015 
Mages family trip to Italy

Events & 
Celebrations

 Mages 2015 Europe Trip

Spain – Italy – France – Germany 

If you are interested in going on the European trip but are concerned 
about having two weeks off or are watching your euros, there are 
many possibilities being discussed at this time. The trip can be 
planned with you in mind with various stops where you could meet 
up with the group and spend one week, a few days or even a few 
hours if you happen to be in the area already.

There also ways that two individuals or more can share the expense 
of a room or suite along with other items such as food, etc.

We are interested in hearing from all who are interested and 
encourage you to attend the planning meeting in April.

Love, Gina

News Deadline
20th of each month.

lindagall@rocketmail.com



This year St. Mary’s High School students from Sleepy Eye 
will once again be entertaining crowds as they present 
“Shrek the Musical” on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 
28th, 29th and 30th.  Bryant Mages, senior, Becca Schmitz, 
junior and Kyle Strate, sophomore, will be in the play this 
year with singing, dancing and acting/speaking parts.   St. 
Mary’s of Sleepy Eye is one of the first high schools in the 
nation to present this new release musical.

You may attend the musical play by purchasing tickets at the 
door or by purchasing tickets in advance.  I imagine show 
tickets will be around $9.50 for adults and $5.50 to $6.50 for 
children and students.  Advanced reserve tickets are usually 
50 cents less and have a better seat selection although all 
seats have a pretty good view in my opinion.

 Shrek – The Musical

Tony and I are again co-chairing the Dinner Theater banquet to take place in the St. 
Mary’s Church Social Room on the Saturday evening of the musical, Mar. 
30th.  The social room will be  beautifully decorated to the theme of 
“Shrek” and will feature an elegant meal prepared by the St. Mary’s 
Catering Ladies consisting of a strawberry mixed green salad with raspberry vinagerette sauce,  
pork chops and dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans and dinner roll with “gingerbread man” cookies for dessert. 
This is an all- you- can- drink event with plenty of beer, wine and 1919 root beer included.

The order of events for the St. Mary’s Dinner Theater are as follows:  Church at St. Mary’s will take place early at 4 pm. that 
Saturday evening. The Dinner Theater social hour will begin in the social room at 5 pm proceeded by the meal at 6 pm.  The 
dinner theater ticket of $40 also includes play admission with attendees encouraged to be in their seats at the auditorium by 
7:15 pm for a 7:30 pm show time.    Finally, there will be a “meet the cast” reception with punch and bars located in the school 
cafeteria following the Saturday evening performance for all those attending the play that evening.  This is a very value priced 
evening for what is all included in the price.  It also serves as a fundraiser for our St. Mary’s Theater Arts Department.

 If you should be interested in attending the musical or the dinner theater banquet, please contact Mike and Amy Mages at 507-
794-3839, Brian and Michelle Strate at 507-794-6300 or Tony and Lisa Schmitz at 507-794-7570 for more ticket information.  
(I’m not sure what the ticket box office number will be at this time.)  A prompt replay is encouraged as tickets have been 
known to sell out on some occasions in the past.  The SMS theater director, Julie Neaubauer, will be retiring after this year and 
she has been known for the quality performances that she brings out in her students.   Bryant, Becca and Kyle are sure to be 
impressive!  Hope to see you there.  



Congratulations

KNUJ’s Hometown Hero for the month of February is Rick Mages 
of Sleepy Eye.

Rick was instrumental in bringing Food For Kidz to Sleepy Eye, giving 
community churches and students the opportunity to help feed hungry 
children around the world. Mages also serves as the commander of the 
Sleepy Eye American Legion, is active in the Sleepy Eye Honor Guard 
honoring fallen veterans, helps coordinate 9-11 commemorations in Sleepy 
Eye,is active in his church, and more.

Rick received on-air and website recognition, plus Dinner & Show for two 
at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. A recognition luncheon will be held in 
September.

Thanks Rick for all that you do 
for your family, your friends and your community. 

Hometown Hero

Trustworthiness
Honesty

Accountability
Unselfishness

Loyalty
Caring
Loving

Passionate
 

An every day person 
can be a hero.



World War II- by Mom

     The year is 1941.  Farmers are beginning to recover from the Great Depression of  the 30’s, 
when corn was eight cents a bushel, and livestock prices were just as bad.  Alphonse used to tell 
the story of  the farmers that had a load of  market lambs taken to South St. Paul.  By the time 
he paid the trucker, the yardage at the stockyard, he still owed money, so he said, “I have 
another load at home ready to go.”
  
     Dad bought a new car, a two tone light and dark Chevrolet sedan.  It was a beautiful car, so 
modern as the gear shift was under the steering wheel.  We still kept the Model A, especially for 
going in the field.  Emil had his car also, a light brown two door Chevrolet, so we generally were 
a two car family driving to church.  Dad had his truck that he hauled grain to the elevator.  He 
was on the board at North Redwood Elevator, so he hauled grain to them.  He’d always took 
the dog along.  One time the dog got out of  the truck and Dad couldn’t find him, so he left him, 
as he was coming back the next day.  When Blackie heard the truck, he came running and Dad 
opened the door and he jumped in. 
 
     It was a shock to all in the Bechyn community when Pearl Harbor was attached by the 
Japanese on December 07,1941.  It was a Sunday, and we were listening to the radio for any 
news,  so war was declared soon after.  We were at war with both Japan and Germany.   Many 
young men joined the service right away.  Many more waited to be drafted in the service.  There 
were many ratings by the Draft Board.  1A meant you went right away.  2A deferred for 
essential jobs, 2S were deferred for college.  4F were physically unable to serve.  We thought Ed 
would be considered 4 F because of  his eyesight.  When he was about five years old Mother and 
Dad took him to Minneapolis for eye surgery.  He always wore corrective glasses and he would 
joke, “that he was blind in one eye, and he couldn’t see out of  the other.”  But he was drafted, 
and he was given a desk job so most of  the war he spent in Hawaii at the army base there.  
Emil was considered a farmer, and needed at home for the war effort. 
 
     We lived on a farm, and had our own milk, eggs, meat so we didn’t have the hardships that 
some people had.  We were given ration books that we could redeem coupons for sugar, coffee, 
butter and meat.  Tires and gasoline were also rationed.  The speed limit was reduced to 40 
miles per hour.  The rubber tires weren’t that good so slower speed limits helped wear on the 
tires.  

     Martha and I were going to Olivia High School for the  1942 school year.  At Christmas time 
we were told buses would not pick us up unless we went to a pick up farther away, and Dad said 
he didn’t get enough gas to haul us there so we didn’t go any more.  The following year I went 
to high school in Olivia.  I stayed at Uncle George and Aunt Emma Halliday’s home, and I went 
home on the weekends.  Then the Morton superintendent came out, and put us in Morton 
jurisdiction, and from then on we went to Morton High School.  The bus picked us up at our 
driveway.  
    



     Lydia had gotten married that summer to Joe Serbus, and they lived on a farm about four 
miles away.  Then in January Emil was married to Rosella Bartes, quite a coincidence as they 
had birthdays close together, and they were baptized the same day.  When Lydia got married I 
moved into her room, and now I shared a room with Martha.  We took turns making breakfast, 
Martha did a week, and I did a week.  We would get up early, and have to start a fire in the cook 
stove.  First we’d get the special wrench, and shake the ashes down.  There was a drawer under 
the firebox to catch the ashes, and would have to be emptied if  it was full.  Then we could start 
the fire.  When I got the fire started I would turn on the radio, and get country music.  It was 
June 06,1944, and I could get nothing on the radio except static.  Actually it was long range 
radio broadcasting.  It was D-Day in Europe.  I called Dad right away, and he started listening.  
Our Army was landing on the beach at Normandy in France, and the German Army was 
fighting back.  It was the beginning of  many battles across Europe.

     By this time Clarence Serbus was fighting in the Japanese theater.  He was engaged to my 
sister Martha.  Alphonse’s  brother Albin was in Europe.  He and my sister Adella were 
exchanging many letters, and later married.  Many of  my cousins were fighting in combat.  
Many, many prayers were being said for all our young men.

     Factories were all turned over to making armor for the war, tanks, guns, ammunition, 
battleships, airplanes etc.   Farm machinery, cars, appliances were not made.  Even clothing 
and shoes were hard to get.  Such things as sheets or bath towels were on the hard to get list.  
Syrup was used instead of  sugar, and I remember if  you were able to buy a pair of  nylon 
stockings you were very lucky.  Even after the war was over the shortages lasted several years.  
If  you wanted to buy a tractor or a car you put your name on a list. 
 
     In May of  1945, the World War II in Europe was over.  Many prisoners of  war were rescued, 
and also people in the concentration camps.  So much of  Europe had been destroyed by all the 
bombing and it was going to be an overwhelming job to rebuild.  

     The war with Japan continued as our Armed Forces were conquering islands that could be 
used as air bases, but there was so much loss of  life.  In August of  1945 an atomic bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, and then three days later another bomb on Nagasaki, Japan.  
The Japanese surrendered officially on September 02,1945, on the U.S.S. Missouri in  Tokyo 
Bay.

     THE WAR WAS OVER,   THANK  GOD!!

     It took a while for the young men to come home.  They stayed for occupation.  Albin came 
home the beginning of  October 1946, and Clarence Serbus came home the end of  October 1946.  
He came home the night of  our wedding dance when Alphonse and I got married, October 29, 
1946.  Brother Ed came back from Hawaii in the early fall of  1946.  His hair that use to be 
straight had turned curly, no matter how many haircuts he had.  It was so good to have all the 
young men home again.  Martha was married to Clarence next January 14, 1



2014 Mages 
Fishing Trip

 Mages 2014 Fishing Trip

    I've always loved meal time at the lake. Everybody is together and 
before you know it, it's also laughing time. Many a story gets told. 
Sometimes the fish grow bigger and the deer have more points than 
they had the year before, but each time it's fun to hear. Another 
thing that's fun is all the different hot dishes, chilis, and great meals 
everybody comes up with. You would think they weren't figuring on 
catching fish since they bring so much food along. 
    Lake Elizabeth was clear enough to see the bottom well this year 
so Jim, Tom and Larry all went spearing on Friday and Joe and Larry 
speared on Saturday. Lots of work cutting the holes in the ice, but I 
must say we have a hard working bunch and so things get done. The 
young help the old and the old talk smart and before you know it, 
we're all fishing. Dick Welshon trolled for panfish. He drilled about 
40 holes on Friday and Saturday and finally found them by Saturday 
night. 

Waiting For the Big One...

Picture Captions:
Minnesota Boats

We're going swimming after this
This is how WE fish.



 Mike Mages, Tom Mages & Fischer's, Brian Strate and Ed & Joe Mages all 
brought their big fish houses. I think they purposely looked for a place 
where there were no fish so they could play lots of cards. Everybody runs 
back and forth between houses all day long. It makes for a lot of fun out 
on the lake. A few others brought their snowmobiles and buzzed around. 
No big snowmobile trip was taken this year as no fresh snow had fallen.
   Friday nights Texas Holdem winners were Tom Mages and Keith Mages. 
Saturday night's winners were Bradley Mages and Brennen Mages. 
Those attended were: Dick Welshon, Dan, Greg, and Bradley Mages, Brian, 
Kyle, Nick, and Riley Strate, Larry, Ed, Brennen, and Joe Mages, Randy 
Wagner, Jim, Steve, Rick, John, and Jeff Mages, Larry and David Fischer, 
Dean Nelson, Tom, Scott, and Mike Mages, Lonnie Wenninger, Brian and 
Nic Braun, Lowell, Keith, Jason and Jake Mages. 
Next Year - HUGE FISH FRY!  

Fishing Trip Continued

2014 Mages 
Fishing Trip

Pictures Captions:
Top:”I'll bet your pulling my leg”

Side: Poker to Snozzle 
The old guys have long gone to bed

Anybody could win
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