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Family
Reunion

The members of the Alphonse and Barbara Mages Forever 
Young Scholarship would like to thank Larry and Maggie for so 
generously letting us have our annual meeting at Emerald 
Hideaway May 02-May 04,2014.  We all had a very wonderful 
time.  

You may have noticed that this is the 200th issue of the Family 
Reunion.  Thank you to Donna for starting this wonderful 
newsletter,  Thank You to Gina who wrote the March and April 
Issues while I was in Arizona this winter.

     Thanks to Betty for the picture below of her hibiscus at her 
Florida home.

God's blessings to all.  
Love, Linda



Brianna Jensen June 01
Monica Mages June 05
Emily Rath June 08
Andy Mages June 08
Joselynn Andersen June 08
Aaron Mages June 09
Andrew Mages June 11
Halle Bemmels June 15
Larry Mages June 15
Debbie Fischer June 15
Birgit Mages June 23
Isaac Mages June 25
Steven Mages June 26
Peyton Mages June 28
Brennen Mages June 29

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
June 01,2014- Graduation party for Bryant Mages at the 
Sleepy Eye Golf Club 1:30pm-5.00pm.

June 07,2014-Baby due for Brianna and Riley Jensen

June 21, 2014- Bridal Shower for David Fischer and Jennifer 
Janni at St. Mary's Social Room, Sleepy Eye, Mn. Morning.

July,2014- Baby due for Amanda and John Cook.

July 20,2014- MagesFest hosted by Jeff and LeAnn and 
family.  Spring Lake Park, North Mankato, Mn.  Noon 
potluck.

August 09, 2014- Wedding of Jennifer Janni and David 
Fischer

August 16,2014-Kodet Sisters Day, Morton, Mn. Senior 
Citizen Center 9am.(Potluck)

August 18,2014-Music in the Park, New Ulm, Mn. 6:30pm. 
The Mages Family Band.

August 23, 2914- Bridal shower for Laura Effert and Jeff 
Plath. North Mankato Police Station Public Event Room, 
Belgrade Ave, North Mankato.

September 13, 2014-Wedding of Jeff Plath and Laura Effert. 
McGown Farm, Mankato, Mn.

September 20-21,2014- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideway.  Hosted by Kathy and Sharon.

September 23, 2014-Renville County Expo 9am.  Bird Island
Minn.

November 7 and 8,2014-Sister's shopping Mankato, Mn  
overnight by Barb Plath Friday evening.

November 29,2014- Mages Family Christmas Party

April 18,2015-Wedding of Kate Mages and Justin White.

May 2015- Mages family trip to Italy

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

 

 

 

  

June Birthdays

June 
Anniversaries

John and Cindy Mages
June 30 35 years

Todd and Gina Andersen
June 12 5 years

Riley and Brianna Jensen
June 13 5 years



My Grandmas by Mom

   My Grandma Kojetin, Mary Horesji, almost made 100 years.  She died in April of 
1970, and she would have been 100 on September 10th.  She was born in Bohemia, 
Czechoslovakia, in the town of Bechyne.  She was a young girl when she came to 
America.  Her ship was almost hit by an iceberg, so it was a scary trip for her, and 
her younger brother John Horesji.  
     I'll always remember her for her green thumb.  She could grow the best garden, 
and she did that well into her nineties.  She lived in Bechyn, Minnesota, a name 
given  by her father-in-law Wencel Kojetin, to this little town and church.  They say if 
you blink an eye as you're driving through you might miss it.    We stopped every 
Sunday after church, and visited for awhile.  We'd  always go to look at her garden.  
When the peas were ready to eat, she'd encourage us to go pick them and eat.  I've 
grown peas for many years, and never did I have peas as tall, and productive as 
hers.  That was every year.  I think she saved her own seed,  you can't even buy it 
anymore.  My Mother also saved her own seed for peas, beans, onions, carrots, 
tomatoes, cucs, melons, squash, Most Everything.  Now days with hybrid seeds, we 
don't get good crops if we save seed.  I do know Gedney had very good cucumber 
seed the three  years we grow cucumbers for the factory.  From ½ acre the first year, 
1 ½ acres the second year, and 2 acres the third year.  It was back breaking work, 
but quite an experience.  Couldn't have done it without the help of the kids.  I think 
after 3 years , they all had enough..RIGHT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
     Back to Grandma,  She also had many flowers blooming outside, and house 
plants too.  She had an enclosed porch on the south side of the house with tables 
full of blooming flowers, especially Gloxinias.  Gloxinias are a bell shaped blossom   
in colors of red, pink, purple bordered by white.  A very showy flower that seemed to 
bloom all the time.  She also had African Violets and ferns of all kinds, and 
geraniums
     Grandma never learned to speak English.  After being in this country for so many 
years, I think she knew a lot of English.  By not speaking English, we were forced to 
converse with her in Bohemian, and we kids could understand better than we could 
speak it.  So we tried to talk to her in our broken Bohemian.  We could pray, “Soath 
Maria, Matka Boyse,” or we could count to 100.  I can still do that—slowly.  Or we 
could sing a simple song or remember our toast, “Nos Dravy,”  
      We'll always remember Grandma for her baking skills.  She made delicious 
bread, and coffee cakes, and she always had cookies for us kids to eat.
     Grandma was a tall lady, but very slender.  She lost a few inches in her height in 
her later years.  Grandpa was six feet, and she was almost as tall.  She had long 
hair that she would roll into a knot on the back of her head, but in later years, she 
had shoulder length hair.  She always wore long dresses, and an apron, but for 
church she had a special dressy dress.  She was a widow for 30 years, but she had 
been married more than 50 years.
     When she was about 96 years old, she went to live with Auntie Annie Wilt in 
Redwood Falls, Mn.  John Wilt, Auntie Annie's husband,  had passed away several 
years before.  
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My Grandmas Continued by Mom

     
She lived with her about two years until Auntie Annie was in a car accident, and 
couldn't care for her any longer.  Then she spent the last years of her life at 
Sunwood Home in Redwood Falls.  
     She died a few days before Dan and Arlene were married.  The funeral would 
normally have been on their wedding day, but my parents asked it to be held a day 
later.  So the day after the wedding we went to Grandma's funeral at St. Mary's 
church in Bechyn.  She was buried beside Grandpa in the cemetery by the church.  
There was a custom in Bechyn that when anybody died the church bell would toll the 
age of that person.  Hank Schneider was the bell ringer, and he had to ring the bell 
99 times for Grandma.  When you were busy on the farm, and the bell would toll, we 
would stop what we were doing, and listen to how many times the bell rang for the 
age of the person who died.  If we knew of someone who was sick, we would have 
an idea of the person identity.  One time it rang 13 times, and we knew that Rose 
Dolezal had died of leukemia.  She was a dear cousin several months younger than 
me, and God had called her home.  We would say a prayer for the person who 
passed away.
     I was five years when my other Grandma, Mary Swoboda, Kodet passed away, 
so I don't remember much about her.
     She also always wore long dresses, and an apron.  She walked bent over, and 
had a hard time moving.  I remember at Christmas she had a big 100 pound bag of 
peanuts behind the door in the parlor, and we all got our own dish of peanuts to eat.  
Grandpa died before I was born, but Charlie and Ella, Dad's brother and sister, lived 
with Grandma.  Ella could play the pump organ that they had in the parlor.  A very 
beautiful antique organ, I wonder what happened to it.  
     I remember the funeral in 1934, the driveway to the farm yard was quite long, and 
not graveled in places.  It was raining, and the ground got quite muddy in places.  
The Model A could get up the driveway, but some of the cars had quite a time.  She 
was buried by Grandpa Wencel Kodet, at the St. Mary's cemetery Bechyn, Mn.  I 
don't know how old she was, but I think she was in her 70's.  I don't have the info.
     When we were in Bohemia, Czechoslovakia, we were in the Bechyne cemetery, 
and we found graves for Kodet and Swoboda.  Curt, Deb and Tobi were able to dig a 
little soil from each grave that we brought home with us.
     I'll always remember my Grandmas with love, and sweet memories.

More next time,
Love,
Mom, Grandma and Great Grandma 
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Engagement

Zachary Mages, son of John and Cindy, and Brittany 
House would like to announce their engagement.  No 

wedding date has been set at this time. The engagement 
took place on April 25th.  

Congratulations Zach and Brittany from the Mages Family

The Annual Mages Family Thanksgiving/Christmas Party 
will be held this year on the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving which is November 29th at 12 Noon.  The 
location is still to be determined. Please mark your 
calendars now as this is sure to be another "Great 
Minnesota Mages Get Together."

The committee this year includes the Tom and Sharon 
Mages family, the Tony and Lisa Schmitz family, the Larry 
and Maggie Mages family and the Curt and Kathy Mages 
family.
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Renville County Senior Expo

The Renville County Senior Expo will we held Tuesday, September 23, 2014, in Bird 
Island, Mn. Starting at 9am.  Lunch will be served at noon.  Entertainment will be by 
Larry Mages starting at 1pm. We invite care givers, young adults and seniors.
Mary Lou Butzer

Dear Linda and Gina,
     Congratulations on issue #200 of the  Family Reunion.  We thank you for all the 
time and effort you have put into printing our family newsletter every month.
     You keep us posted on birthdays, anniversaries, and family events.  We love all 
the pictures of weddings, new babies, and family gatherings.
     Another big thank you to Donna who had the idea, printed the first issue in 1997, 
and promoted the idea for seven years.
     I look forward to reading every word, viewing every picture each month.  You do a 
fantastic job.  

Hugs all around,
Love,
Mom, Grandma and Great Grandma

Our founder of the 
Family Reunion, Donna 
with Mom

200th Issue
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Faith 
    
 
    It was mid May 1968, 10:PM. I was driving the 80 John Deere working 
up a field to be planted the next day. Dad had already sent someone out 
on a bike to tell me to come home, but I loved the quiet still night, the 
flames coming out of the 80s smokestack. You couldn't see them during 
the day. Besides, in an hour this field would be done. Are you kidding? I 
have to finish it............ We all loved field work. Maggie always told me I 
had it made when I was in the field. You get to close out everything else 
and just dream your way across the field. She was right. Disking, digging, 
plowing, harvesting, planting, baling hay, filling silo, even hauling manure 
are just a joy. When things are working right, when the fields are in good 
condition, it's the greatest therapy. You would plan everything ahead, 
sometimes days ahead, to when you would be done, and if you didn't 
break down, you really hit it pretty close........ Where does that 
contentment come from?
    Growing up, we always took great pride in pushing the entire 
neighborhood. Dad was nearly always the first one in the field and we 
were always the first ones done. Those traits are still a part of the Mages 
family to this day. No matter if you are a farmer or a sales person or 
working your way up through the ranks at a job. You are always striving 
to be the best. Mom and Dad always taught us to believe in ourselves, 
not to fear big things. That we could accomplish anything. Anything is 
possible, you just have to go do it. No excuses. Excuses weren't 
allowed.......... Where does that confidence come from?
    Looking back on it, we were and still are so fortunate to have such 
fantastic parents. They were always on top of their game. Can you 
imagine raising 16 children. What's the formula for that? I remember 
when I learned that we are not supposed to worry about our ability to 
raise a large family. God will provide you with the strength that you will 
need. Have faith like Mom and Dad did and it will work out just fine. 
Thanks Mom and Dad (in heaven). The older I get, the more I admire 
you.   By Larry
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     Jenny and I will be having a hag and stag party at my 
place on June 21.Feel free to bring campers if u wish any 
questions contact me

Thanks, David Fischer

Bridal 
Shower

The Mages 
hostesses for the 
shower include:  
Sharon, Lisa, 
Donna, Amy, 
Nancy and Betty  
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Forever Young

Left photo is Barb Plath got $90.00 for losing the most weight.  #50
Right photo, L-R, Maggie Mages, Nancy Strate, Debbie Fischer, 
Joe Gall, Larry Mages, Rick Mages, Curt Mages, Barb Plath, Kevin 
Plath, Kathy Mages and Jane Mages at Emerald Hideaway, Larry 
and Maggie's lake home.  Thank You so Much Larry and Maggie



Page 10

Alphonse and Barbara Mages Forever 
Young Scholarship

Forever Young Annual Meeting
Emerald Hideaway May 3, 2014

Present:  Barbara Mages, Larry and Maggie Mages, Linda Gall, Curt and Kathy Mages, Nancy 
Strate, Debbie Fischer, Barb Plath
Late Arrival:  Rick Mages
Absent:  Betty Jass, Donna Nelson, Julia Strand 

The meeting opened with prayer.  Minutes from the past year were reviewed.  After 
discussion, it was decided that officers for the coming year will continue as is: Larry as president, 
Barbara as treasurer, and Kathy as secretary.  

A recommendation was made and accepted that the individual amount each member 
contributes to the scholarship fund remains anonymous.  Each member is to give his/her amount, if 
any, to Barbara and she will only report the total.  Rationale is that the group’s primary focus is on 
promoting health/wellness, and the group does not want to exert any financial pressure or 
expectation on anyone.  It is a voluntary option for members who may be further inspired to 
exercise/lose weight etc. by setting up individual financial incentives.  It was stressed that the goal 
of the group is to promote healthy living. 

After discussion, a motion was made and passed that the Forever Young scholarships are to 
be awarded one time only to family members.  An amendment to the 2013 guidelines was made to 
include any family member who completes a one-year course of post-high school graduation.  In 
that situation, the individual would receive the scholarship upon completion of the course.

After discussion, it was decided that the post-high school academic scholarship value for this 
year be $300 per recipient.  It was clarified that the value of the scholarships is open to discussion 
each year based on funds and number of recipients.  It is ok to not use all the funds in a given year.  
It was further clarified that the primary focus for funds is scholarships, with charitable causes being 
second priority. 

Those who will be receiving the $300 academic scholarships this year are Alex Mages and 
Jessica Schmitz.  

It was decided to donate $500 to Food for Kidz as the charitable cause for this year.  Most 
likely the donation will be presented in November.  

Donations to the account for this year, to date, were $2940.

Members present at the meeting each donated $10 towards the motivational contest that 
was decided upon one year ago.  Those present unanimously chose to award the money to Barb 
Plath for her success over this past year.  It was suggested that we send an email reminder out to 
group members next year shortly before the annual May meeting to remind them of this 
motivational contest.

Members now need to set their individual goals and incentives for the coming year.  A goal 
sheet to complete for personal use was distributed.  The next meeting, which will be kept brief, will 
be at the annual family picnic in July.  An announcement inviting family members to join Forever 
Young for the 2014-15 will be put in the next family newsletter.  These minutes will also be published 
in the newsletter. 

Each member gave a report on his or her personal goals and success over this past year.  
All accomplishments were applauded.  The group achieved a cumulative weight loss of 98 pounds 
over the course of the past year.  Motivational and educational tips for healthier eating were shared. 
 

Submitted by Kathy Mages May 2014
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Dressers, Tables, and Chairs, Oh My!
The next generation brought a new burst of enthusiasm to our long-standing 

tradition of garage saling despite near record-breaking cold temperatures for the 
Woodbury garage sales this year!  Sharon, Stacie, and Kristen accompanied Jermayne 
& Duane, and Kathy & Curt on the adventure while Ken and Trista were also out on the 
town.  

Stacie was the real winner this year!  She came with a list of needs, and 
amazingly, found just about everything (and more), all in excellent condition at good 
prices.  Her best buy was probably the patio set—table and four padded chairs with the 
plastic wrap still on.  The sellers had purchased the set last fall on clearance and then 
decided this spring that they wanted something larger—a very good thing for Stacie!  
Her new bike comes in as a close runner-up in being the deal of the day along with 
multiple other household items, too numerous to name.  Much to Stacie’s excitement, 
her home is now a lot more complete and beautiful thanks to all her good shopping!  
Scott wasn’t forgotten either as he is getting a gorgeous dining table out of the deal as 
well 

Kristen, Suzanne, and Michelle, who are all starting out in living places of their 
own this year, faired well also getting chairs, dressers, table, desk, kitchen items etc.  
Best deal for Kristen was probably the comfy leather chair (besides a really nice winter 
coat to keep her warm as we went from sale to sale!), best deal for Suzanne was a 
beautiful baker’s rack, and for Michelle, a lovely desk.  

Duane and Curt really had to stay on their toes this year, receiving phone call 
after phone call of addresses to go to for picking up large items.  Fortunately, Duane 
had come well prepared, pulling a much needed trailer behind his truck. They boys did 
manage to find a little time to do some looking on their own which resulted in Duane’s 
deal of the day, getting a bunch of tools.  And of course Duane did manage to come up 
with another free couch for his man cave.

Duane and Jermayne are going to be bike riding in-style with their new three 
wheeled bike-similar to the one Grandma has in Arizona.  Sharon and Tom will be 
enjoying toasty fires with their new steel fire pit—probably Sharon’s best deal of the 
day. 

 At the end of the day, amidst a garageful of treasures, Duane offered a 
champagne toast to our very successful and fun outing!

Left-Duane 
napping after a 
hard day of 
garage saleing 
 Kristen and 
Stacie driving 
and eating on 
the way to the 
hunt.
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Hunt for the Bargains Continued
Stacie Curt and Duane

Bargains
Jermayne 
and 
Sharon

Stacie

This years crew, L-
R: Curt, Sharon, 
Stacie, Duane and 
Jermayne. I have a 
feeling Kathy is 
behind the camera.



Playing a card game, Hand and 
Foot, with Mom once a month 
with sisters and sister-in-laws.  
Siblings and nonsiblings 
together. Mom, Betty, Nancy, 
Jane, Barb and Debbie.  Joined 
by brother Mike in the afternoon.  
Here looking at some new blue 
prints Mike is working on.  Linda 
is behind the camera.

Cards with Mom

R-L: Mom, Barb, 
Nancy, Debbie, 
Linda and Donna
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While Mom is home during the 
summer and fall months all 
sisters and sister-in-laws who 
are able to attend will play cards 
at 9am at Mom's house in 
Sleepy Eye once a month. We 
will take turns bringing the 
morning snack so Mom only has 
to make the coffee.
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June 6th, 2015: Bridal Shower for Madeline and TJ
July 11th, 2015: Wedding of Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

Engagement

Madeline Schmitz and TJ Ibberson would like to announce their 
engagement.  Congratulations from the Mages family
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