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O C T O B E R  2014

Family
Reunion

Twenty of us were fortunate to share in the Sister's Weekend 
celebration at Emerald Hideaway this weekend.  Nancy's sister-
in-law, Charlotte Gores joined us in church Saturday night with 
her husband Dick, and Charlotte joined us for a Mexican supper 
at a restaurant in Willmar, Mn.  Our thanks to a wonderful 
weekend goes to our hostesses, Kathy and Sharon Mages and 
their wonderful OS's, (off spring,) Kristen and Stacie.  Thank to 
Larry for pontoon rides. Thanks to Larry and Maggie for letting 
us gather at Emerald Hideaway again this year.  Next year 
Gina,and Lisa will host our weekend at Emerald Hideaway.  
Thank you to all.

9

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda



Alan Strand Oct 01
Chad Mills Oct 02
Bonita Mages Oct 10
Tim Mages Oct 10
Adam Mages Oct 11
Donna Nelson Oct 15
Riley Jensen Oct 18
Nora Mages Oct 19
Cindy Mages Oct 20
Becky Wilson Oct 26
Chrissy Mages Oct 30
Rowan Andersen Oct 31
Brad Mages Oct 31
Travis Mages Oct 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
November 7 and 8,2014-Sister's shopping Mankato, Mn  
overnight by Barb Plath Friday evening.

November 14, 2014- Hall of Fame Banquet for Rick Mages 
at St. Mary's in Sleepy Eye.  

November 29,2014- Mages Family Christmas Party

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

September 21 & 22,2015-Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway with hostesses Gina Andersen and Lisa Schmitz
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

October Birthdays

October  Anniversaries

Sister's Shopping 

Friday night Nov. 07,2014:
     Bring a 1 or 2 year old purse ,(no longer 
being used,) for purse exchange.  Put in a brown 
paper bag.  
     Those who are staying overnight need to call 
to reserve a bed.  Thanks Barb 507-387-1334

Ken and Trista Mages
9 years Oct 01

Brian and Michelle Strate
18 years Oct 05

Hall of Fame Banquet

The Hall of Fame 
Banquet for Rick 
at St. Mary's in 
Sleepy Eye has 
been changed 
from Saturday 
November 15, 
2014 to Friday 
November 
14,2014.  Please 
note the change.



Bechyn Celebrations by Mom
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     Every year in June, St. Mary's Catholic church in Bechyn would have a big celebration to honor 
Corpus Christi, (Body of Christ.)  There would be a high mass- all the First Communion girls would 
dress in their white dresses and veils, and the boys in their white shirts and ties.  There would be a 
procession that would go out on the church grounds to three altars that were prepared to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament.  It was led by an altar boy carrying a processional cross.
     The altars were a framework put up by the men, and decorated by the young women in the, 
“Young Ladies Sodality”.  Martha and I were in a group of four that decorated one altar.  We would 
use white sheets to cover the arch shaped frame.  (There was no such thing as colored or printed 
sheets.)  We would trim with white lace, and lots of flowers.  There was a small table that we covered 
 with white tablecloth, and lace also.  We placed two candles, and a crucifix  on the table, and two 
vases of fresh flowers.  On the ground we placed a scatter rug.  Mother always had lots of flowers, 
and June was a month of many blooming perennials.  
     There was a competition among the three groups who could make their altar the most beautiful.  
As the procession went along, one of the men would go ahead, and light the candles.  The people 
would follow the children, and then the choir would come, the altar boys, and then the priest carried 
by four men.  Martha and I belonged to the choir, and we would sing for Benediction at each altar.  
Later a big dinner was held for all in the church basement.
     It was so beautiful, the lawn was freshly mowed, and flower beds in full bloom.  My sister, Lydia 
and her husband, Joe were there with their two little girls, Barbara and Jean.  Brother Emil and wife 
Rosella, Babe, with son, Dick, and baby daughter Diane were also there.  The rumors after Alphonse 
and I were married , we went back for the celebration.  It was a hot day, and the sun was shining 
down.  We were standing, and kneeling among the crowd.  I told Alphonse, “I didn't feel well.”  He put 
his arm around me just before I fainted.  Next thing I remember he was carrying me, (no he didn't 
sling me over his shoulder,) in the parking lot.  My Mother was sitting in the car with Granddaughter, 
Barbara, as she had been fussy.  Mother said, “ Bring her over here,” so Alphonse took me over to 
be by Mother.  Her car was in the shade in the line of trees.  By that time I had woken up, and the 
cool air felt good.  I was three months pregnant, and the heat did not agree with me.  Later, in 
December, Linda was born, but that's another story, a very good story. I was able to join everyone for 
the meal in the church basement, and the fun and games later.
     There were picnic tables set up under the huge cottonwood trees, and the young men were 
playing baseball against the neighboring town team.  The cemetery is close to the church, and it too 
had been just mowed, and decorated with flowers.  
     They, also sponsored a bazaar later in the year-  also held outdoors.  A dinner would be served, 
and many games for the kids, and bingo for the adults.  
     Today the church is closed except for special occasions, such as a funeral or a wedding.  But 
each year in August, A “Chezh Day,” is observed to preserve the Bechyn  heritage.  Mass is said in 
the church, and if you don't come an hour ahead of time, you don't get a seat in the church, and you 
sit in the entry or out on the sidewalk.  Many people come back to remember their roots plus people 
come from far, and wide to help celebrate.  My sister, Martha, has always furnished the flowers for 
the altars.  The church is beautiful inside with the large altars, and stained glass windows.  It is kept 
in  excellent repair by the Bechyn people.  The money taken in on Chezh Day helps with expenses of 
upkeep and heat in the winter.  After Mass, a big dinner is served in the church basement, or you can 
eat outside.  Huge tents are set up for the bands that perform like the, Wendinger Band or Bruce 
Bradley Band- dancing is held on a wooden floor, and the children in authentic costumes dance the 
Chezh dances.  They have a Country Store, bake sale, souvenir items for sale.  Or you can buy a 
bun with Zitternice, ( an orginal Chezh sausage,) or you can buy Kolachy,- prune, apricot or poppy 
seed Kolachy.  They have a beer wagon, and many picnic tables set up.  Thousands of people find 
this little spot on the map.  More next time.
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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St. Mary's Catholic Church- Bechyn, 
Minnesota by Mom
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A Mages Christmas
Mages' Got Talent

Saturday, Nov. 29,2014 -  Noon Potluck Turkey Dinner

At:  Courtland Rec Center, Courtland, Mn.
300 Railroad St.( Hall behind the only gas station in Courtland)

The committee will be supplying the turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, and drinks.  As 
well as plates, napkins, cups, and utensils.  Everyone bring a dish of your favorite food 
and Christmas goodies to share.

The big guy won't be showing up this year.  The talented Mages Family will be the 
entertainment.  Each of the 16 families will provide some sort of entertainment. 
Anything from singing, a skit, a comedy act, magic, dance routine, a dramatic reading, 
a Christmas play, juggling, dog tricks, whatever you can dream up as entertainment.  
Each act should be from 3-6 minutes in length, and can include your entire family or 
as few as one person.  There will be prizes for the top acts. A sound system, and CD 
player will be provided as needed.  Just bring your props, costumes, or instruments etc.

Curt & Kathy, Tom & Sharon, Tony & Lisa, Larry & Maggie
And Families
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Evie’s New Snowmobile!
On Sept 7th Evie, Noah and I along with Uncle Ed & Cousin Luke went to Hay Days in North 
Branch , MN.  Hay Days is billed as one of the largest  snowmobile trade show/ races/ swap 
meet events in the USA. 

Shortly after entering, the kids spotted a booth with 3- 120cc snowmobiles and one youth ATV.  
Evie, Noah & Luke all put their names into the raffle at which time Evie stated” I want the Blue 
one!”  Being Dad, I gave her the “It’s fun to dream but most likely not going to win” speech.  
Later that afternoon  we all sat down to watch the snowmobile drag races and during a slow 
time, the announcers’ said it was time to for the youth sled raffle and that the winner had been 
called, I had a missed call on my cell but did not think anything of it. So as we sat the 3rd winner 
announced was Evie!  I jumped up down and hollered as did the rest of the crew, Evie just 
smiled and said “For Real!?”  They had Evie and I up to the booth as they too were very excited 
to have the winner in the stands. (almost never happens) Evie was interviewed by The Hay 
Days crew and they gave her a special blue Sno Baron’s Hay Days sticker.  She was whisked 
away to see her new snowmobile and have her photo taken for next year’s Hay Day’s  
magazine.  After pictures Evie wanted to make the snowmobile her own and started put stickers 
on it.  The Sno Baron crew helped immediately with wiping the sled down and helping her 
personalize her sled!  A BIG Thank you to the Uncle Ed, Cousin Luke, Big bro Noah, the Sno 
Baron’s Snowmobile Club, and Waldoch Sports!  Proud Dad Matt

New Addresses
A.J. Zimiga
424 North Park St.
Watertown, S. D.
57201

Betty Jass
2055 82nd Ave  #468
Vero Beach, Florida
32966
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Yellow Jacket Alert

      

     A couple Sundays ago, I went out to pick a few tomatoes, and didn't realize that a bee had 
come into the house with me.  I felt a sting on my cheek, and swatted at it.  The bee did not survive, 
but he left a stinger behind.  I removed that with a tweezer, and put ice on my face.  I had no 
problem with breathing, so I was not allergic, but my cheek, and my eye swelled so I had very little 
vision out of that eye for two days.  It took about a week to get back to normal.  I don't remember 
ever being bitten by a bee in all my 85 years, so I am going to put that on my, “bucket list.”  SO 
WATCH FOR THE BEES!!!!!!!!!!!!  BUZZY-BUZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

Cards with Mom- September 16,2014
On Tuesday Sept. 16 Nancy and I 
were the only lucky ones who 
were able to join Mom for our 
monthly card game of Hand and 
Foot.  We actually played 10 
hands that day.  Larry called when 
he was coming home from 
Emerald Hideaway to ask us 
where we were having lunch.  We 
said we would wait for him, so he 
called again when he was 5 
minutes away from the Railway 
restaurant in Sleepy Eye, Mn. We 
had beef commercials that day.  
Larry walked in the back door as 
we walked in the front door.    L-R: Nancy, Mom, Larry, Linda

 2nd place salsa recipe from Sister's Weekend by winner Sharon
 
 35-37 med tomatoes
5 large onions
2 large green peppers
5 jalapeno peppers

Core and seed green peppers, core tomatoes, leaving peelings on.  Take top off hot peppers, leave seeds 
in. 
Cut onions into chunks.  Run all through Salsa Chopper keeping tomatoes chunky.

 Mix and add to vegetables:
1 cup vinegar
1 15oz can tomato sauce
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup canning salt.
 Boil on stove to tight thickness.  Usually 30-45 minutes depending on what kind of tomatoes are used.
One Batch usually makes 8-10 quarts.
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Sister's Weekend – 2014, Emerald Hideaway
L-R: front row, Kristen, 
Mel, Mom, Trish. 2Nd 
row, Gina, Mysti, Betty, 
Donna. 3rd row, Connie, 
Barb, Maggie, 
Jermayne, Lisa.  Back 
row, Sharon, Kathy, 
Linda, Nancy, Stacie 
and Debbie.

, 

Our bus driven by Trish

Our salsa contest winner, Sharon 2nd 
place and Stacie 1st place.  Mom and 
Daughter

The first time four generations at Sister's Weekend. 
Mysti, Gina, Mom and Linda

Our Birthday girl, Connie Goblirsch with 
Mother, Nancy on her phone

Our wonderful hostesses Kathy and 
Sharon Mages with Mom
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Sister's Weekend Continued
Stacie gave a 
demonstration 
on how to tie 
scarves.  
Maggie looking 
on.

Nancy, Larry, Sharon, Connie,Lisa, Mom, 
Debbie and Maggie

Sharon and 
Donna 
decorating 

On the bus, drinking, I don't believe it while still in the 
church parking lot. Sharon, Connie, Stacie, Mel, 
Kristen and Betty

Our other decorators and OS( off spring) 
Stacie and Kristen hostesses with Donna.

Gina and Mysti getting the pinata 
ready

Our bus 
driver 
Trish.  
She did 
a very 
good 
job.
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Sister's Weekend Continued

On the bus, Maggie, 
Mom and Barb

Mysti, Betty, Lisa, Kathy, Nancy, Trish, Sharon, 
Connie, Maggie and Stacie in the back ground. The 
Salsa judging contest.

Mysti opening her Sister's Weekend gift, with Kristen 
beside her, Jermayne, Stacie and Maggie

Salsa judging, Mom, Jermayne and Donna

Sunday 
morning

Sunday
Morning

What we see at 
Sister's 
Weekend and 
hear at Sister's 
Weekend stays 
at Sister's 
Weekend
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