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N O V E M B E R  2014

Family
Reunion

Fall is here, and the trees are so Beautiful.  God's artwork is 
glorious.  The farmers are busy at work, and we pray for all of 
their safety during this hard working, fast paced time of year.  
Before we know it winter will be upon us.  

It is hard to believe but the Mages Christmas celebration is only 
five weeks away.  Where has this year gone!!!  Mages Season 
for this year is near finished, but before you know it it will be 
again.  

S 

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda



Kyle Mages Nov 07
Grant Mages Nov 07
A.J. Zimiga Nov 07
Sandy Zimiga Nov 10
Alexandra Mages Nov 11
Paul Mages Nov 12
Cooper Mages Nov 15
John Mages Nov 18
Ravi Plath Nov 18
Roger Mages Nov 19
Michelle Strate Nov 22
Stacie Mages Nov 24
Madeline Schmitz Nov 30
Trista Mages Nov 30

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
November 7 and 8,2014-Sister's shopping Mankato, Mn  
overnight by Barb Plath Friday evening.

November 14, 2014- Hall of Fame Banquet for Rick Mages 
at St. Mary's in Sleepy Eye.

November 16,2014- Food for Kidz, Orchid Inn, Sleepy Eye  

November 29,2014- Mages Family Christmas Party

April 2015- Baby for Melanie and Stevie Miller

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

September 21 & 22,2015-Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway with hostesses Gina Andersen and Lisa Schmitz
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

November Birthdays

November  Anniversaries

Joe and Linda Gall
Nov 11 47 years

Randy and Theresa Wagner
Nov 08 17 years

The news story for the KEYC Prep Athlete of the 
Week featuring Becca Schmitz will be on Wednesday 

evenings 10 pm news on Channel 12.  Lisa

On Mon, Oct 20, 2014 at 5:23 PM, Tony Schmitz 
<tlschmitz2@gmail.com> wrote:

    Becca received a call to come to the St. Mary's high school 
office today and she was then told that she is the KEYC Athlete of 
the Week for high school volleyball. She was interviewed by the 
Mankato television station after school today prior to their first 
round of playoff action tonight.  We play Cleveland at St. Mary's 
tonight at 7 pm. If we win tonight we will play again Thursday night 
against Nicollet.

    I'm not sure, but I think the news story will already be featured 
during the sports of the KEYC 10 pm news program tonight 
(Monday) on channel 12. Be watching for it. Usually you can go to 
their website and also view past news stories.

    Last week,  Becca also received the KNUJ Player of the Week 
award and was interviewed live on the air with the New Ulm radio 
station.  She did a great job representing her school. She will be 
up for Athlete of the Year at the KNUJ sports banquet in 
November.  

    She had 27 kills against Springfield last week and over 330 kills 
her senior year so far. 

    Thanks to all of the Mages' who have come out to support her 
this year. The team is ranked #6 out of 11 teams in the 
conference.  The matches that we have lost were all very close, 
most going a full five games.  Her coach, Jen Walter, told the 
team they could be the big surprise come playoff season. Lisa



Relatives on the Kodet Side by Mom
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     I was asked to write an article on your cousins on the Kodet side of the family.  Many of you 
don't know all your relatives.  There are many so you'll never know all of them.  
     Dad had four brothers, and five sisters.  John was oldest in the family, and he married Mary 
Kojetin, ( Mother's oldest sister.)  They raised nine children, six boys and  three girls, Matilda, Mary 
and Philothea.  The only girls surviving are Mary Knaesbero, Renville and Philothea of Minneapolis. 
 The boys are Roman, Stanley, Ray, Edmund, John(Jack) and Wencel.  They all ended up in the 
cities.  I don't know if any served in the military.  Their farm was just south of the country school.  
     Dad's sister Anna and Mary were the oldest girls, and they married brothers, Anna and John 
Zetah, and Frank and Mary Zetah.  They settled on farms about four miles north of us.  John and 
Anna had ten children, five boys and five girls.  Ben, Alvin, Alois and Richard were all in the military, 
army and navy.  Hattie married Ed Herdina, Bernice Married George Houdek, Margie married 
Bernard Fesemaier  who still lives in Olivia,  Ellen is married and lives in the cities.  
     Frank and Mary Zetah had 13 children, seven boy and six girls, Ray, Vern, Frank, Leonard all 
served in the military.  Joe, Jerry and Jim were identical triplets, could'nt tell them apart.  You called 
one name-they would all look.  Two of the girls, Doris and Muriel became nuns in California.  Alice 
married Stan Nester from Renville, Mary and Theresa were ages of Adella and I, but all the family 
is deceased except Jerry and Joe.  
     Emma married Wencel(James) Dolezal, they had thirteen children, ten boys and three girls.  
Alois, Ed, Leo, Joe, Harry, Frank, Charley, Leonard, all served in the military, army and navy, except 
Miloyd and John who were too young.  Joe lived in the Foley area so we probably have relatives 
there.  Buddy,(Miloyd) settled on the home farm near North Redwood.  Most of the boys are 
deceased except Buddy and possible Charley who lives in California.  Magdalen married Laurence 
Lundstrom- the family who stared the Lundstrom musical group.  Mary and Rose Marie- Mary lived 
in Oregon after marriage, and Rose Marie died of leukemia at the age of fourteen. She could play 
anything on the piano.  The girls are all deceased.  Emma passed away at the age of 66 years.  
Later Wencel married Louise who had been married to Joe Kodet,(Dad's brother).  He had passed 
away so Wencel and Louise were married.
     Dad was the fifth child born to Wencel and Mary Kodet.  Next were Joe and Adolph, and they 
married sisters.  Joe married Louise Senkyr and Adolph married Ludmila Senkyr.  Joe and Louise 
had four boys and one girl. Angeline,  She married Ben Kahout, and still lives in Olivia, and is in her 
90's.  Elmer, Leonard, Otto and Bonitus,(Bonnie), were all in the military in World War II, army and 
navy.  Elmer and Leonard  Kodet married sisters, Mary and Betty Malecek.  You probably know 
some of their children.  Elmer and Mary's children are Galen, Donald, Dennis, Elaine, Phyllis, 
(married Stan Abbas and lives in Arizona as does Elaine,) and Betty married Dan Bennett.  Elmer 
and Mary lived on the home farm, and are both deceased.  Note from the editor:  Mom and Dad 
played cards a lot with Elmer and Mary, and they would go to each others home, so us older 
children do know them.
     Leonard and Betty settled in North Redwood.  They have three children, Carolyn Kissel of 
Yankton, S. D., Allan (Diane) Kodet lives in Paynesville, and Robert, (Louise) live in Northfield.  I 
don't know too much about Otto and Bonnie Kodet, but I do know Otto passed away.  His son Gary 
farms near Morgan. 
     Dad's brother Charley, never married, and he worked for a dairy farmer near New Prague for 
many years.  Dad's sister, Ella, also never married, and lived on the home farm until she died.  Our 
brother, Al, was her care giver, and he always checked on her, and brought groceries for her.  
     Katherine married Joe Dworshak.  They lived south of Bechyn about four miles.  They had three 
children, Bernard, MaryAnn and Katherine.  Bernard lived on the home farm in later years.  
     We use to go and visit all these families, usually on a Sunday afternoon.  All the boys who 
served their country in World War II came home,  My brother Ed came back, and my youngest 
brother , Al, was too young at the time, but he was in the National Guard for eight years.   
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Relatives on the Kojetin Side by Mom

     My Mother had six sisters, and one brother.  Anna married John Wilt, and they had an adopted 
son, Joe, who passed away at age 22.  They were Godparents for all of us nine children.  
     Mary married John, Dad's brother, and they were written up in the story of the Kodet Side.  
     Josephine married Henry F. Frank, and they farmed east of us about four miles.  They had five 
boys and three girls.  Bill, Milo, Wencel, Henry Jr. and Bernard.  They were all farmers except for 
Milo, who had a gas station, and gas truck out of Olivia.  Henry married Mary Jane Herdina, and 
Bernard married JoAnn Keaveny.  Henry is retired, and now lives in Willmar, and Bernard is on the 
home farm.  Angela Married Francis Elbert, and she passed away.  Rita married Robert Hilgert, and 
Sylvia married Elfering.  Both live near Bird Island.  Franks had Beaver Creek running through their 
property, and when lwe'd visit us kids always went by the creek.  Emma married George Haliday, and 
they had a grocery store in Olivia.  He was also a carpenter, and helped build the new Bechyn 
church, St. Marys.  They had four sons and four daughters.  Leo, Ray, Cyril and George Jr. (Junky.)  
All served in the World War II, and all returned.  Junky was badly wounded, and two of them were 
Pow's.  Four daughters, Adella, Mary Ann, Helen and Barbara.  Adella Married, and lived in 
Washington.  She passed away last year.  Mary Ann lives in Olivia, and was a teacher in Catholic 
schools, and is now retired.  Helen is in a care center in Minneapolis after suffering a stroke, near 
her daughter, and Barbar lives in Texas.  Angela married Henry P. Frank, and they lived NW of 
Bechyn about six miles.   They had two sons Myron and Donald, both farmers now retired.  Myron 
married Elaine Mages, (Alphonse's sister) and they had ten children- two boys and eight girls.  
Darwin, Tony, Kathy, Theresa, Connie, Beverly, Mary, Christine, Joan and Brenda.  Donald married 
Veronica Serbus.  Henrietta married Clarence Mages, (Alphonse's brother,) and they had eight 
children, five boys and three girls,  Jerome, Raymond, David, Donald, and Randy, and girls Marie, 
Judy and Doreen.  Clarence and Henrietta were farmers now retired.  Henrietta is deceased and 
Clarence lives in Willmar.  
     Johanna,(Jennie) was married to Jim Wertish, and they lived on a farm two miles east of Olivia.  
They had ten children—I know the names of Martha, Leo and Cyril-the older ones.  Martha married 
Rene Macek from Bird Island.  When we used to visit them, we would play cricket, an outdoor game 
something like baseball.  Martha's husband passed away, and she now lives in Hector.  Cy had a 
hog farm north of Hector about four or five miles.  
     Wencel married Catherine Kodet, and lived on the home farm just south of where we lived.  They 
had two sons, Wencel Jr. and John, and two daughters, Regina and Mary Jane.  Wencel Jr. and his 
wife Carol live along Highway 71 halfway between Morton and Olivia.  John and his wife Marie 
Malecek lived in Willmar before he died.  Regina lives with her husband, Ellsworth Pockrandt in 
Gibbon.  They used to manage the Gibbon Ballroom for many years.  Mary Jane married John 
Nordby.  Uncle Wencel and Aunt Katy lived well into their 90's, and they both passed to their 
heavenly home in the same week, a few days apart.

More next time,
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma Our 

Grandparents 
Alois and 
Barbara 
Kodet on their 
60th 
anniversary
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A Mages Christmas
Mages' Got Talent

Saturday, Nov. 29,2014 -  Noon Potluck Turkey Dinner

At:  Courtland Rec Center, Courtland, Mn.
300 Railroad St.( Hall behind the only gas station in Courtland)

The committee will be supplying the turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, and drinks.  As 
well as plates, napkins, cups, and utensils.  Everyone bring a dish of your favorite food 
and Christmas goodies to share.

The big guy won't be showing up this year.  The talented Mages Family will be the 
entertainment.  Each of the 16 families will provide some sort of entertainment. 
Anything from singing, a skit, a comedy act, magic, dance routine, a dramatic reading, 
a Christmas play, juggling, dog tricks, whatever you can dream up as entertainment.  
Each act should be from 3-6 minutes in length, and can include your entire family or 
as few as one person.  There will be prizes for the top acts. A sound system, and CD 
player will be provided as needed.  Just bring your props, costumes, or instruments etc.

Curt & Kathy, Tom & Sharon, Tony & Lisa, Larry & Maggie
And Families
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Have GREAT news!!!!!!

That Steve and Melanie Miller are 
expecting a baby in April 2015
Have a great day!!!!
Love Melanie 

New Arrival Coming in April 2015

Food for Kidz-Feeding Children/Stewart, Mn.-11th Annual

     Sunday, Nov 16th the family is invited to package food for the hungry.  It will be 
held at the Eagles Orchid Inn in Sleepy Eye with 2 choices of shifts to help.  Come 
as a family: parents, grandparents and children.  Encourage the kids to bring a 
“buddy” along to help.  The 1st shift is from 11:15 am to 1:15pm, and the 2nd shift is 
from 1:00 pm to 3:00pm.  Help us package a nutritious meal of rice, soy, vitamins 
and vegetables that is fed to hungry children around the world.  For 15 cents a meal 
we can help eradicate hunger, and starvation in the world.  Amazingly in the past ten 
years we have packaged 714,302meals and fundraised $85,350.00.  Last year, 
2013, we did 74,952!  In 2013 we came in a little short on fund raising, but strong on 
many people helping to package the meals.  Our goal for 2014 is to raise $10,500+, 
and to package 70,000+ meals.  We need your support for this ambitious goal!  Your 
donation of any kind will be very much appreciated.  Write Food for Kidz on an 
envelope, and give to co-chairs Rick and Jane Mages at 1-320-583-7442 or Deb 
Fischer 1-507-240-0546.  Sponsored by “Divine Mercy” Area Faith Communities in 
Sleepy Eye, Leavenworth, Comfrey and Morgan plus all the Sleepy Eye area 
churches and schools.  Thank You for your support!  Go online to read more about 
and “like” us on Facebook.  Food for Kidz at: www.foodforkidz.org



Page 7

      

New Arrival

Sitara Navina daughter of Eric and Amy Plath, sister of Veda and 
Ravi and Granddaughter of Barb and Kevin Plath was born 
October 03, 2014 at 3am.  Sitara weighed 7# 14 oz. And was 22 
inches long.  Congratulations from the Mages Family.

Veda, Sitara and Ravi Plath



Senior Expo-Bird Island, Minnesota
     On September 23rd Mom, Betty Jass, Debbie Fischer, Larry and Maggie Mages, MaryLou 
Butzer, Clarence Mages,  Susie Butzer, Martha Serbus, Adella Mages, Julie Johnson,  Audrey 
Ahrens, Diane Schweinfurter and Linda Gall   enjoyed an educational, fun filled day at Bird Island 
for the Senior Expo.  Our Aunt MaryLou was one of the coordinators of this event.  The filled 
ballroom was treated to the music of Larry and Debbie in the afternoon.  Hope to see more of you 
there next year as it was very nice.  Thank you MaryLou for telling us about it.  Linda

Clarence and MaryLou

Betty, Audrey, Maggie and Susie

Larry and Debbie

Julie, Adella, Mom, Diane, Betty Martha, Julie, Adella, Mom and Diane

A delicious lunch was served 
along with donuts and juice and 
coffee in the morning.  The 
Renville County Sheriff presented 
a program on Scams to watch out 
for.  Very interesting. Lots of give 
aways.
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