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J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 5

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda

The Mages Christmas was absolutely amazing.  
The talent was so enjoyable.  Our host families 
did a wonderful job.  Thank You Larry and 
Maggie, Curt and Kathy, Tom and Sharon, and 
Lisa and Tony and their children.  All that food, 
and it was gone.  Love you all.



Taylor Mages Jan 09
Jessica Schmitz Jan 09
Zach Mages Jan 10
Kyle Strate Jan 11
David Fischer Jan 11
Andi Mages Jan 11
Tom Mages Jan 14
Riley Strate Jan 18
Ryan Wolf Jan 19
Laura Wolf Jan 20
Amanda Bemmels Jan 20
Noah Mages Jan 23
Arlene Mages Jan 25
Ashley Mills Jan 28
Autumn Butler Jan 29
Grace Mages Jan 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
Jan 23-25, 2015- Men's annual Weekend , Emerald 
Hideaway

April 2015- Baby for Melanie and Stevie Miller

May 25, 2015- Becca Schmitz Graduation Party

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

Sister's Weekend at Emerald Hideaway with hostesses Gina 
Andersen and Lisa Schmitz Date to be changed.
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

January Birthdays

Kim Strate
Cell phone:1-320-339-9930

Email
kimberlynancystrate@gmail.com

Jory has a different address than the one listed.

Jory Mages..
629 Crestview LN
Owatonna, MN 55060

Thanks and Happy Holidays!
 
Elissa Jones
Mages Insurance Group, LLC
507-214-1240 (P)
507-214-1232 (F)

Ludewig Financial Group
507-214-1230 (P)
507-214-1232 (F) 

New AddressNew E-Mail



Bits and Pieces by Mom

Page 3

     Someone asked me to write more about the horses we had on the farm when I was growing 
up.
     There were the white horses, Bill and Frank.  I think they were Dad's (Alois Kodet) favorite 
team.  They were the first ones that were harnessed, and hitched up to a field implement or hay 
rack, or the sleigh in the winter time.  All our horses were big horses, not as big as the 
Percherons or Clydesdales, but I guess you could call them draft horses. 
     Then there were Fanny, Jess and Tom.  When Ed and I would take a team at corn picking 
time we would use any two of these.  They would all work well together.
     Fanny and Tom were a dark brown color, and Jess had a brownish red color.  Tom was a 
favorite of us kids because we could ride him.  We all had our turn riding bareback.  We didn't 
have a saddle.  Tom had his bridle on most of the time, but he would need the bit in his 
mouth,and the reins were attached to that.  Which ever way you pulled on the reins he would 
turn that way.  If you wanted to stop you would say, “Whoa,” and pull back on the reins.  Of 
course, you would coax him to go by jiggling the reins and saying, “Giddiap.”  We would ride him 
up and down the field road, and out to the meadows.
     Mary Lou, my younger sister,  tells the story of she and Junior riding the horse.  My little 
brother was, “Junior,” all his growing up years.  When we were adults we called him Al, (Alois 
Kodet Jr.)  Anyway, Junior wanted her to go riding with him.  She said, “If you let me ride in the 
saddle. (later on they had a saddle for Tom,) so they agreed to that.  Junior sat behind her, and 
they had a nice ride around the farm.  They were coming back on the field road when a mosquito 
landed on her arm.  Mary Lou swatted it with a loud smack, and Tom bolted so fast, Junior went 
right off the horse's tail, and landed in the dirt.  The horse, Tom, ran so fast, but Mary Lou was 
able to slow him down before they got to the barn.  They had a big laugh about it later as long as 
no one got hurt.  
     Junior had a lot of good times riding Tom,  When he was still very young he'd ride bare back 
or way back on the horse.  He'd walk on his back, and Tom put up with all his acrobatics.
     I have a story about Jess also.  She was out in the yard that was shared with the cattle.  The 
bull did not take a liking to her that day, and he started to attack her.  Then he would run around 
the other side of the barn, and come with greater speed, and run into her, almost knocking her 
over.  Dad,(Alois Kodet,) happened to notice this, and he ran to the barn, and quickly opened the 
door, and got Jess inside before the bull came again.  Here the bull came running again, but 
Jess was all ready safe in the barn. 
     Mother, (Barbara Kodet,) could handle the teams very well.  She could drive them over when 
they were in harness, and one horse would stop over the pole.  She'd back up the team a little, 
and then wait to be hitched to the trailer or hay rack or whatever.  Then she would hook up the 
traces or tugs to the eveners.  Then she would lift the pole in front, and attach that to the 
harnesses.  Ready to go!!!!
     I should write a little about the “first porch” on our house where I grew up.  Now you would 
probably call it a three season room.  It had a hardwood floor like the rest of the floors 
downstairs except the kitchen.  It had many windows, and was on the east side of the house, so 
the afternoon sun did not heat it.  We spent many summer evenings out there.  On one side was 
the sewing machine, and Mother's wooden rocker with the leather seat.  We all took our turns 
learning to sew.  The first thing we learned was hemming dish towels.  It had to be done neatly, 
and evenly.  We used much flour, and sugar which came in bags.  We would open the seams, 
and bleach them, and they made excellent dish towels.  We would embroider a picture in the 
corner, and after doing a set of six or seven they went into our, “hope chest.”  Each one of us 
girls had a cedar chest in which we would put special things that would help set up a household 
someday.  We would generally get a cedar chest on our sixteenth birthday, and we all ready had 
something to put into it.
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Bits and Pieces by Mom

     On the other side of the room was a daybed, and some chairs.  Now this was not an 
ordinary daybed.  It was a soft bed with no back or sides, but it had big pillows.  It was a perfect 
place to snuggle up with a good book for a rainy afternoon, or just for a quiet time.  Mother 
would be sitting in her rocker saying a rosary, I think praying for Ed, so he would come home 
safely from the army.  Sometimes I would join her.  It was a great place to sit in the evening, 
and watch for the car that was bringing your date.  We teased Albin,(Alphonse's brother,) and 
Alphonse that we could all ready see them coming from Highway 71, because of all the dust 
they were raising.  That was almost three miles away.  
     We did  a lot of shopping in Redwood Falls, Mn.  There were many good stores, Ehlers and 
Galles come to my mind because if we needed a new dress or coat, we shopped there.  This 
particular day we were walking past Galles, and stopped to window shop.  There was one 
dress that caught our eye,  it was so pretty.  Mother had a brilliant idea that she could make 
them.  We went next door to Silverbergs,  It was a store that sold mostly household products, 
but also yard material.  We picked out material to make four dresses, for Mother, Adella, Mary 
Lou and Me.  We bought matching thread and big buttons.  Mother made her own pattern.  
Martha and I wore the same size but Adella and Mary Lou were also different sizes.  She 
sewed that week, and by Sunday we wore our new dresses to church.  It was a sleeveless 
dress with a square neckline, with buttons all the way down the front.  The belt was set in with a 
slightly flared skirt.  One dress was kinda dusty blue, one a dusty green, and one a dusty gold.  
Mary Lou's was a print in white, red and yellow.  She had made all the buttonholes by hand

which was a big job.  We loved those dresses, and wore them often that summer.  
     I have to write about my first driving experience.  It was with our Model A Ford.  We kids 
learned how to clutch, and shift the gears as soon as our legs were long enough to reach the 
pedals.  My Dad would leave the car parked in front of the garage after church.  We would take 
turns shifting and clutching- reverse- clutch-low-clutch-second-clutch- high. It didn't hurt the car 
when the motor was off.  This one spring day, I was probably 12 or 13 years old, somebody has 
to take lunch out to Dad and Mother.  They're putting in small grain on the twenty acres on the 
other  side of the ditch.  The short cut through the pasture was blocked as the ditch that ran 
through the pasture was full of water.  Have to go on the road.  I decided to take the car.  I 
backed it out of the garage, and started out.  But the steering was so tricky.  I was wobbling all 
over the driveway. OK, steady now.  When Dad  drives he holds the wheel pretty steady.  I'm 
getting the hang of it.  No cars are coming, so I get on the road, but the scary part is coming.  
Up ahead the road ditches are on both sides of the road, and are full of water,  Steady now- I 
make it through.  Whew!!!!!!  Dad and Mother see me coming.  WHO THE HECK IS DRIVING 
THE CAR?   They happened to be at the end of the field, filling up the drill with seed.  I get out 
of the car and say, “I've got lunch.  I've got coffee.”  They ask me a lot of questions, and then 
Dad says, “go to the corner, and turn around, and take it home.”  This time the road between 
the water was not quite as scary.  I parked the car in front of the garage.  I wasn't going to 
chance on banging up the garage door.  When I was fifteen Mother took me to the courthouse 
in Olivia, Mn.  I got my driver's license, no written test, no driving test.  It cost fifty cents.
Hugs all around
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Fishing 
with 

Duane 
and 

Jermayne

     Duane and Jermayne were 
fishing at the Red Door Resort 
on Lake Milacs in northern 
Minnesota when he caught this 
38 inch Northern.  It weighed 
approximately 18 pounds.  They 
had only been there about 10 
minutes when he caught it.  
Check out the Red Door Resort 
front page on the internet and 
you will see Duane and 
Jermayne's picture with their 
fish there.

December 
10,2014

At 11:49 am
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Mages Family Christmas 11-29-14 at Courtland, Mn.

     The Mages family would like to thank our hosts and hostesses 
for a wonderful celebration.  They are Lisa and Tony Schmitz and 
family, Tom and Sharon Mages and family,  Curta and Kathy 
Mages and family and Larry and Maggie Mages and family.  This 
year each family was asked to present a talent to entertain in the 
afternoon.  Each and every talent was just spectacular.  It was so 
much fun.  
Donna Nelson family, “Jingle Bells”, riddles and joke 
minute. L-R, Donna, Samantha, David, Dean, Dylan 
and Becca.

Upper right photo: Deb Fischer family, “Let 
it Go” from the movie Frozen, Abbie 
Strand, and Brooke Wolf

Left photo: Larry Mages family, Larry, 
Halle,Brinlee, Grady ,Gabby, Bella aka: Elsa from 
Frozen, Cameron, Issac and Owen ,” Love is an 
Open Door” and “Silent Night”.

Right photo, Tom Mages family, 
Scott, Tom, Sharon and Stacie
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Mages Christmas Continued 
Dan Mages family and they were all there. L-R: Travis, Peyton, Lindsay, Tim, Greg, Dan, Jeremy, 
Kari, Drew, Lauren, Arlene, Taylor, Brad, Allie, Tess, Anna, Adam, Grace, Martin and Mary Kay at the 
keyboard.  They preformed a Thanksgiving song with some of their own words.

Left middle photo: Mom 
performing “The Night 
Before Christmas,” to the 
small children with Joe 
Mages on sound effects.

Lower photo, Duane Mages family. L-R: Steven, Stevie, Logan, Laura, Jermayne, Duane, Melanie 
Ann, Jasmine, Melanie, Brooke, Ashley and Donna  Nolan Gall's back of head.



Mages Christmas Continued
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Rick Mages family, Rick and 
Brianna.  They talked about 
their Most Memorable 
Christmas.

John Mages family,L-R: Jennifer, Alex, John 
and Autumm  Thanksgiving Gobble Gobble

Curt Mages family, L-R: Kristen, Michelle, Doug, 
Suzanne's friend, Suzanne, Stacie and Laura. Playing 
are you smarter than a Mages,  Mages vs. Mages 

Lisa Schmitz family doing their 
hillbilly rendition of Christmas, L_R: 
Lisa, Jessica, Brandon, Madeline, 
Tony, Amanda, Avery and John

The crowd listening to Mom's “The Night 
Before Christmas.”



Mages Christmas Continued

Page 9

Last but not least is the Mankato Card 
bunch with their, “Rockettes” to “We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas.  L-R: 
Nicole, Nancy, Linda, Barb, Natalie, 
LeAnn, Doug, Connie and Jeff.  Joe is 
hidden behind Barb.
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Mages Christmas Continued
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Card with Mom 12-09-2014

While at cards with Mom we tried to get a picture with 
all of us in it.  Joe stated he heard on TV that you can 
screw the bottom of the camera on a lamp post and 
they will be an exact match.  Well it was.  We had 
teams of three this time and the guys, Larry, Dan and 
Joe won Hand and Foot.  

Center to left, Larry, Joe, Lisa, 
Barb, Avery, Arlene, Linda, 
Mom, Donna and Dan
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Cards with Mom Continued

On December 09,2014 we all went to the Railway in Sleepy Eye 
for lunch.  Dan and Larry bought all of us our lunch.  Thank you 
guys for your generosity  L-R, Barb, Larry, Joe, Linda, Alissa, 
Michelle, Amanda, Avery, Madeline, Lisa, Arlene, Mom, Dan and 
Donna. Linda's 67th 

birthday 
was also 
celebrated.  
Thanks for 
all the 
beautiful 
gifts 
everyone.  

Mom and LindaOnly at a Mages brunch 
Pickles and cookies
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Mass at St. Mary's for our Family Angels 
Jeff, Larry, Mike, Amanda, Lisa, Maggie, Amy, Mom, Becca and Tony.  Linda behind the camera

To the right photo, Maggie, 
John and Cindy

Left photo, Curt and Kathy
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More Mages Christmas Photos

Bella as Elsa on 
the movie 
“Frozen” and 
Cameron

Lisa and 
Brandon

Joe and 
Mom

Doug, LeAnn, Jeff, Connie

Photo to 
right, Linda, 
Joe and Barb

Last two photos on the right are 
some of the Christmas 
celebrators
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