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F E B R U A R Y   2015

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda

Greetings to Mom in the warm sun.  Actually it is 
very nice here the last few days.  Our January thaw.  
Many of you have been to Arizona, and it sounds like 
you have had a wonderful time.  More of you are 
going, and enjoy yourself as I know you will.  We will 
stay in tropical Minnesota this year.  Love to all of 
you 



Ed Mages Feb 01
Lindsey Mages Feb 03
Nancy Strate Feb 12
Abigail Strand Feb 12
Sarah Mills Feb 16
Dylan Nelson Feb 17
MiKayla Mages Feb 21
Tony Schmitz Feb 25
Brady Mages Feb 27

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
Jan 23-25, 2015- Men's annual Weekend , Emerald 
Hideaway

April 2015- Baby for Melanie and Stevie Miller

May 25, 2015- Becca Schmitz Graduation Party

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 25,26,2015- Mages Fest Sportsmen's Park, Sleepy Eye

Sister's Weekend at Emerald Hideaway with hostesses Gina 
Andersen and Lisa Schmitz Date to be changed.
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

February Birthdays

Could you please add this to the newsletter.  Thanks

Our family has a lot of special events going on this 
upcoming spring and summer of 2015, so I wanted to get 
the word out regarding the dates early.  Please mark your 
calendars now for the following celebrations.  The entire 
Mages family (descendants of Barbara and Alphonse) are 
invited to each of these events including grand children and 
great granchildren.

Monday, May 25th (Memorial Day) - Rebecca Schmitz's 
graduation party will take place on the Tony and Lisa 
Schmitz farm near Sleepy Eye, Minnesota in the afternoon.

Saturday, June 6th - Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz, 
bride to be of TJ Ibberson.  The shower will take place at 
the St. Mary's Church Social Room in the morning. 

Saturday, July 11th - Wedding Mass of Madeline Schmitz 
and TJ Ibberson at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Sleepy 
Eye. A reception and dance will follow at the Orchid Inn of 
Sleepy Eye

Tony and Lisa Schmitz

Schmitz Family Coming 
Events

Masses for Deceased Members 
of the Alphonse Mages Family

April 21 @ 7:15am – Tuesday

May 22 @ 7:15am – Friday

June 16 @ 7:15 am – Tuesday

July 28 @7:15 am – Tuesday

Aug. 17 @7.15am – Monday

Sept. 11 @ 7:15 am – Friday

Oct. 30 @ 7:15 am – Friday

Nov. 08 @ 8: am – Sunday

Dec. 14 @ 7:15 am - Monday



The Dating Years by Mom
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     We didn't have a telephone, and neither did the Mages' have a phone.  At first Alphonse would 
come on Sunday afternoon, and wonder if I would like to see a movie.  Then we'd make a date for 
the following week-end.  Albin would come along, and Adella would go to the movie too.  Martha 
was engaged to Clarence Serbus, but after D-Day he left for the army.  In the fall Albin also went 
into basic training, so my sister Adella wrote letters ,and Martha wrote to Clarence.
     Alphonse and Albin had an Uncle, LeRoy Zins, that was just a few years older than they were.  
LeRoy was dating a Bechyn girl, Theresa Houdek, so we'd all get together, and have picnics etc.  
LeRoy had a maroon car that a speck of dust didn't dare to land on it.  LeRoy also had leukemia  
He would have to get a blood transfusion at a hospital in Minneapolis every month.  Either 
Alphonse or Albin would travel with him, and sometimes they stayed overnight.  There wasn't any 
such thing as chemo treatments at that time.  LeRoy also was a serious guy, but he loved humor, 
and he would pull tricks on his nephews.  He worked at Montgomery Wards in Redwood Fall, Mn. 
Down in the hardware area, and also the shoe department.  Now Montgomery Wards was a big 
store- had three levels full of merchandise.  It was next to the Redwood theater which also was a 
big building with a balcony upstairs.  It had a carpeted lounge with fancy chairs, and restrooms 
before you went into the balcony.  Also a crying room up there as many parents brought children to 
the movie.  
     Redwood Falls had another new theater called the Falls Theater.  It had no balcony, but it had a 
fancy lounge, and restrooms on the lower level.  Both theaters were always well attended.    We 
saw many movies, and afterward we would go, and have ice cream.  On Sunday night we went to 
Bechyn dances, or later on to Gibbon, or wedding dances in other towns.  Every town had a dance 
hall, there were even some barn dances.
     When Clarence Serbus, Ed Kodet, my brother, and Albin went into the army we got together 
more with Clarence's sisters Cele and Marie, and their boyfriends Harlan B. and Harry S.  Harlan 
wanted to know if we ever saw the Minnesota capital building, so we all planned a picnic, and drove 
to the cities.  My first time I was amazed at the tall buildings.  To think at that time, the Foshay 
Tower was the tallest building.  Alphonse knew his way around because of his trips with LeRoy. 
     But sadly, LeRoy had passed away.  He was only 22 years old.  He was Grandma Elizabeth 
Mages' brother.  Alphonse's family had contacted the Red Cross, if Albin could come home for the 
funeral, but it wasn't possible.  He did come home later on furlough before he went to Europe to 
join army forces there.  
     I remember the first time Alphonse took me home to visit his family.  His's Uncle, Bill Zins, also 
Grandma Elizabeth's brother, was home on furlough after being in Aleutian Islands, Alaska for 
several years.  Alphonse's Dad and Mom were putting on a party for the Zins family, so I met many 
people.  Theresa Houdek was also there, so I had somebody I knew.  They were all so friendly, and 
they teased Alphonse, so they made me laugh.  I met his brother, Ozzie, who was in a wheelchair, 
and his brother, Clarence,and sisters, Elaine and Diane.  Bill looked like an older LeRoy.  He was 
going to use LeRoy's car, but he was going back to serve in Europe first.
     During lent, we didn't go to dances or movies, but every Sunday night we had a house party.  
We'd play games or cards.  If there was a piano we'd sing songs as Marie or Cele played the piano. 
 Cele played the organ in church as we sang in the choir.  Marie played by ear, so she could play 
anything.  I remember one party at our house when we got my Dad involved in playing games-Ring 
on a String.  Put a ring on a heavy cord, and tie the ends together.  Everyone sits in the circle, and 
passes the ring while “IT” stands in the middle of the circle, and tries to guess where the ring is.  
Always had a good lunch.
     When lent was over we planned to go to dance at the Gibbon Ballroom, so we told Alphonse 
we'd pick him up as he was, “on the way.”  We drove on his yard with two cars, and picked him up.  
We had much fun dancing to the “old time,” music.  
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The Dating Years Continued by Mom

     Alphonse asked if Adella and I would like to help his mother shell peas for canning, so Yes we'd 
love to.  One June morning he came, and picked us up about 8am, and we drove back home with 
him.  She all ready had the peas picked.  What a crop, many pails of peas, so we got to work 
shelling those peas.  I'm sure we ate a few as we filled the bowls.  We had a good time visiting, and 
eating some of her good cooking.  Elaine helped also, and sister Diane was so sweet.  Alphonse 
took us home later that day after he did his milking chores.  
     Sometimes on a Sunday night our group would stop at the Mages' south of the Minnesota River, 
and pick Alphonse up for the dance at Gibbon.  
     There was one time though when Martha, Adella and I went with Alphonse to a dance at the New 
Ulm Ballroom.  Whoopee John Band was playing music, and he played at Alphonse's folks wedding 
dance.  The New Ulm Ballroom was located in the area where Kraft is today.  When it closed it was 
taken over by Goodrich Tires.  It was a long way to go-50 miles from our place by Bechyn.  We had a 
great time at the dance, and there were two young men that were flirting with Martha and Adella.  
They danced with them, and they hung around.  Later when intermission came they asked to come 
along, and so Alphonse said, “sure.”  Martha and Adella were all ready in the back seat of the car, 
and when they saw them coming, over the seat they went, so we were four in the front seat.  We had 
to drive back to downtown as there were no fast food or Perkins in the area.  That part of New Ulm 
was not developed yet.  So Pete and Joe ordered buffalo sandwiches, and goosberry pie, so we'd  
had a good time with them.  We all ended up with a dish of ice cream.  Went back to the dance, and 
never saw those two young men again.  We always teased Martha and Adella about going over the 
seat.
     When we had our prom at the Morton school,it was a closed prom, no outside dates.  We had it 
in the shop at Morton High School.  It was a big room, the big tools were taken out, and it was 
decorated very pretty.  Dad, Alois Kodet, took me, and dropped me off.  About 11pm, here comes 
Alphonse- all dressed up in a suit,( he looked very handsome.)  He wanted to join in for just one 
dance, but the superintendent and principle were both by the door, and they said, “NO.”  He asked if 
he could take me home later, but I said my Dad was coming to pick me up.  I guess if we'd have 
telephones we would have had that all settled ahead of time.
     We did break up a couple of times.  I can't remember the reasons, but I guess it wasn't anything 
important.  He sent me a letter, and said he missed me, and he was coming to pick me up on 
Saturday night.  If I didn't write back, he would come.  I guess I missed him too, as I didn't write 
back.
     Alphonse's parents had a 37 Chevrolet, and that was the family car.  He got to use the car when 
his parents weren't using it.  You couldn't buy a car-new or used- when the war was on, so that car 
got a lot of miles.  Later on they were able to pick up a used Ford car for Alphonse in Mankato.  That 
also had a lot of miles on it, But it had a radio!!!!!!!!!!!!!
More next time,
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Hi All,

 We would like to invite you to MagesFest 2015.  It will be held July 25 -26 at 
Sleepy Eye Sportsman Park.  We reserved the campground for Saturday 
evening and the Shelter building for Sunday.

 We plan to have skiing on Saturday evening from 5:00 - 7:00.  We will be 
trying to break the current Mages record of 6 skiers which was set at Mike & 
Amy's cabin last summer.  If you are a young skier, we need you, so practice 
when you can.

 Also, we plan to have the traditional MagesFest music on Saturday evening. 
  Please bring your voices and instruments.  We are looking forward to 
seeing everyone's talent.

 Let us know if you are interested in a campsite(10 sites) or a cabin(2 sites).  
I believe we can double park campers if we run out of spots.

 We looking forward to seeing you.

 Curt, Kathy, Kristen, Suzanne, and Michelle

Mages Fest 2015

Just a note to let you know Curt is doing 
very well after his hip surgery Jan. 07.  
We saw him the Sunday after and he was 
walking real well with a cane.  Get Well 
Soon Curt.  
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Pictures from Arizona
L-R: Sharon Mages, Nancy Strate, Jeff Mages, 
Mom, Larry Mages, Maggie Mages, Arlene Mages, 
Dan Mages, Ron Mages, Gary Mages and Kate 
Mages

Larry gave 
a three hour 
concert at a 
club house 
at one of 
the parks of 
friends of 
Gary and 
Sharon 
Mages



Arizona Pictures Continued- sent by Duane
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L-R: Kate, Sharon, 
Arlene, Jeff, Dan, 
Ron, Gary, Diane 
Mages, Mom, Nancy 
Maggie and Larry.

L-R: Jeff, Dan, Ron, 
Gary and Larry

I don't know all the people in this 
photo.  On the right is Nancy, 
Arlene, Dan and Maggie



Stacie's Winning Salsa Recipe
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Salsa winner recipe from Sisters Weekend by Stacie 
Mages
 
Make one day before serving.
4 peaches finely chopped (I left the skins on)
3 mangos finely chopped (without skins)
2 small red onions finely chopped
1 med white onion finely chopped
cilantro (add to your liking)
1/2 lime squeezed juice for taste
1 tsp sugar
 
Stir in all ingredients together in a bowel and refrigerate 
for a day for best flavor.  Best with tortilla chips.
 
Also Stacie’s email address is:  stacie.mages at 
hotmail.com
 

Stacie on 
the right 
with her 
Mom, 
Sharon
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Indiana Visitors 
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Jacob and I would like to thank Alissa, Kristen, and Stacie for making a trip to Indiana back in 
October.  The weekend was filled with fun activities, beautiful weather, great food, and the 
best company.  We went to a Dustin Lynch concert, toured the Indy 500, explored downtown, 
and spent an afternoon enjoying an apple orchard.  I think our biggest accomplishment was 
mastering our positions for "selfies".  We also spent many hours playing a board game "The 
Resistance", where Alissa was able to use her lawyer skills to win several rounds of the 
game.  We also introduced them to Steak N Shake and now they made a plan to bring it to 
Minnesota.  

Love,
Jacob and Kaylee

Alissa Fischer, Jacob Fischer, Kaylee Cline, Kristen Mages and 
Stacie Mages
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Indiana Visitors Continued

Jacob 
and 
Kaylee

Alissa, Kristen 
and Stacie

October
2014
Indiana



     Mom-Grandma emptied the coffee pot, turned down the thermostat and shut off the main 
water valve and was ready to go with Nancy, Maggie and I (Larry). It was 7:Am Dec 26th, time to 
head out on her first ever motorhome trip. Pasadena here we come. On our way to Mom's house in 
Mesa we were going to the Rose Bowl Parade. When we got our first TV back in about 1960, Mom 
would ooh and aah and wonder what it would be like to see it in color. Now she would see it only a 
few feet in front of her. It still didn't seem real. Getting there though would prove to be less than 
luxurious. Our first day out went well. We stopped for a quick morning hello at Connie and Doug's. 
It was Grandma's first look at their beautiful new home and Nicole and Natalie were happy to show 
us around. We eventually headed west on Interstate 80 hoping for nice weather, but we found icy 
roads and bitter cold instead. We wanted to end up in Sacramento California before turning south 
as we wanted to go down the central valley. We also promised some friends of ours that we would 
stop in when we got to Folsom, which is just north of Sacramento. As we crossed Wyoming we ran 
into 17 below temps and a cross wind of gusts up to 65 miles per hour. After one especially violent 
gust of wind nearly ripped the awning off of the motorhome, Grandma started the second rosary of 
the day. I knew we were in good hands then and eventually the wind subsided. We still weren't out 
of the cold though, as Utah and Nevada also proved to be quite cold.
       On the 28th we were in Salt Lake City where we attended mass at a beautiful old cathedral 
and we checked out the Mormon sites. By the 29th we were in Reno where we stopped to try our 
luck. No luck, so we moved on to our friends house in Folsom and enjoyed supper and then 
breakfast with Glenn and Antoniette Perez and family. We met the Perez's through our niece Anna 
Thomas marrying Glenn Perez Jr. They were wonderful hosts and we had a great time playing 
guitar and singing together. On the 30th we enjoyed much warmer temps and the vineyards and 
fruit and vegetable stands of the Central Valley, Our goal for the day was to go into Yosemite 
National Park. The route we chose, Hwy 120, proved to be quite the experience as we were on 
very steep mountain roads with no guard rails. It was so scarey that I had my eyes shut most of the 
time. Finally we rounded a curve and there was Yosemite's Half Dome. We toured the park, seeing 
El Capitan, which as it turns out, was being free climbed for the very first time while we were 
there.It took the climbers 19 days to get to the top. That explained why the park was so full of 
tourists. Yosemite Falls was running, but not like it runs during snowmelt in the Spring. The park 
was magnificent.

On the Way to Mesa, by Larry Mages

We stayed just outside of the park that night and headed for Pasadena the next morning. After 
checking out a dairy farm in Dairy country north of Bakersfield we arrived in Pasadena and parked 
next to the Rose Bowl. Many of the floats are built right by the Rose Bowl and some were 
displayed for viewing, so we got a close up look, and got to see how they were built. Early the next 
morning we were heading up the hill, walking and pushing Grandma's wheelchair. This proved to 
be a big task as Colorado Blvd is a lot higher than the Rose Bowl grounds. Finally though, the big 
event was happening. We were walking right down the middle of Colorado Blvd, the parade route, 
people in the bleachers, Grandma waving like a queen. Our seats were 3 blocks away, so 
Grandma was one rose short of being Miss Parade of Roses. As it turned out Grandma and Nancy 
sat in the very front row and Maggie and I were two rows behind them. Our seats were perfect. 
Grandma and Nancy could literally, just reach out and touch the band members as they walked by. 
Every surface on every float must be made of plants. Of course thousands of flowers are used, but 
so are seeds and sea weed and bark etc. All the floats are magnificent. We were just a half block 
down from many TV cameras, so the bands were all playing as they went by. The bands were from 
all over the USA, as well as Japan and Mexico. What a thrill for these high schools. Most had to 
raise several hundred thousand dollars just to attend. There were also many colorful mounted 
horse groups and antique cars with celebrities. The day couldn't have been nicer. It was cool but 
sunny and calm. Later we attended the Rose Bowl game between Oregon and Florida. We were 
sitting amongst mostly Oregon people, so the mood was pretty upbeat during the game.
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By morning most RVs had already gone, the sweepers were cleaning the parking lots, the 
celebrations from the night before were now just someone's mess to clean up. Time to move on. 
We turned to the east, heading for Mesa. Along the way was Joshua Tree National park which 
proved to be awesomely beautiful as well. We ended the day on the California-Arizona line.
      The next morning was exciting for Grandma as we were soon nearing her house. It was the 
first time we were first to arrive. It turns out that the bushes and trees do a surprising amount of 
growing during the time no one is there. A few hours later though, we had most things cleaned 
and set up for the summer. Mom had a landscaper and septic guy coming over the next few days 
and quite quickly we made a pact that we would have a drink in our hands every day at five o-
clock. Duane had sent along 6 decks of cards, so when Gary and Sharon stopped by, it was card 
playing time. Ron and Diane were there as well and we ended up at their house several 
evenings too. Lois Simmons and Gary Wessle joined us one night. Ron, Gary and Larry went 
"Jeeping"  one day in the rocky canyons 50 miles east of Mesa with Gary Wessle and his friends. 
While we were there, Jeff and Kate arrived, then Dan and Arlene flew in. Gary Mages had 
arranged a concert by me for the last night we were there, so we had a good time with that as 
Danny sang "Arlene Goodnight" and brought the house down. 
     On the way home we poked around the Indian reservations of Az and saw  Montezuma's 
Palace, a cliff dweller village built into the side of a steep cliff. We also took in a huge Indian flea 
market in Gallup New Mexico. As the weather got colder, the more determined we were to get 
home. What a wonderful time, thank God everything worked well, especially on those coldest 
days and when we were on the steep mountain roads. Mom's and Nancy's rosaries were wore 
down pretty good by the time we got home.
Larry

On the Way to Mesa Continued

The Rose Bowl 
Parade

Bird float, Mom and Nancy, Left bottom

Right bottom parade crowd

Bird float
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On the Way to Mesa Continued by Larry

Larry and Maggie hiking in The Joshua Tree 
National Park

Mom and Nancy Left bottom Horse 
float

Dan singing 
at Larry's 
concert with 
Arlene

Meal time, Larry, 
Maggie, Kate, Jeff, 
Nancy and Mom

If you look hard you can see the 
jeeps they are using in the desert New T.V. Gift to Mom
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Mesa Continued

Time for 
cards. L-R: 
Maggie, 
Sharon, 
Mom, Nancy 
and Gary

Provisions. 
 I think 
they 
bought 
this as 
soon as 
they got to 
Moms.  
Just 
wondering 
what the 
toilet 
paper has 
to do with 
the 
booze?  
Just 
wondering 
Maggie, 
Mom and 
Nancy
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