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M A R C H  2015

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda

I THINK!!  I THINK!!  I THINK spring is coming.  I am ready 
for it as I am sure you are too.  Many of you have enjoyed the 
warmth of Mom, and the Arizona sun this winter.  The photos 
used on this page were sent to me from Duane and 
Jermayne when they visited Mom in Arizona. Another thing 
nice about spring coming is Mom comes home again---Let 
the cards begin.  We have missed you Mom, but we are so 
happy you are away from the below zero temps we have 
been having, and the ice.  Love you!!



Mystique Deegan Mar 04
Jack Mages Mar 04
Bryant Mages Mar 04
Stephanie Mages Mar 05
Kim Strate Mar 09
Larry Fischer Mar 12
Mike Mages Mar 17
Rebecca Schmitz Mar 19
Matt Mages Mar 24
Suzanne Mages Mar 28
Mary Kay Mages Mar 30
Stevie Miller Mar 30
Julia Strand Mar 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
April 2015- Baby for Melanie and Stevie Miller

May 25, 2015- Becca Schmitz Graduation Party

May 30,2015- McKenna Mages Graduation Party

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 25,26,2015- Mages Fest Sportsmen's Park, Sleepy Eye

August 17,2015-Mages Family Band Concert German Park, 
New Ulm, Minn. 6:30pm.

Sept. 26 and 27, 2015- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

March Birthdays

New E-mails

Mary Kay Mages
marykay_schuft@hotmail.com

Greg Mages
g7mages@gmail.com

Mark your calendars now as it has 
been decided to hold the 2015 Mages 
Family Sister Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway the 4th weekend of 
September on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 26th and 27th.  Thank  
you to Larry and Maggie for so 
graciously offering up their beautiful 
lake home for our use again this year. 
 The event will be hosted by Gina 
Andersen and Mysti and Lisa 
Schmitz, Amanda and Madeline.  This 
is now the new rescheduled date for 
this event.   

2015 Sister's Weekend

mailto:marykay_schuft@hotmail.com


The Engagement by Mom
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     Alphonse and I went to many movies.  Adella and Martha generally went along- unless we were 
with the bigger group.  We liked to go to Ramsey Park in Redwood Falls, and walk the trails and see 
the falls.
     We enjoyed his car, and he was so proud of it- always kept it very clean.  We'd always like to 
listen to country music on the radio.
     The year I was sixteen he gave me a watch for my birthday.  First watch I ever had.  When I was 
seventeen he gave me a heart locket, and bracelet set which I still have. (Mom someday when 
we are there playing cards you will have to show it to us all.) We used to take a lot of 
pictures, so it didn't take long I had our pictures in the locket.
     One winter after we had a big blizzard, and the roads were all closed, we saw these lights coming 
up the driveway.  My Dad, Alois, had the horses and sleigh out that day bringing some hay from the 
hay stack, so there were tracks on the driveway.  Who is that coming over?  It was Alphonse!!!  He 
just about got stuck coming into the yard, but he made it.  He had tried three different routes trying to 
find a road open enough , so he could get through to our place.  So we went to Redwood Falls to the 
movies.  My Dad said he'd help us get out of the yard, so he pushed, and then hopped on the 
bumper of the car to put some weight on the back.  We didn't know he did that until later he told us.  
He teased Alphonse the next time he came over that he almost went to the movies with us.  
     Adella and I were going to Morton High School, so we were always busy doing homework on 
school nights, so I'd see Alphonse on weekends, but in the summertime we got together a little more 
often.  Although summertime was harvest time.  Alphonse was busy on his Dad's farm also with 
shocking grain and threshing.  When he'd come he and Dad would always have conversations about 
farming.
     Wednesday night was choir practice night, so Alphonse knew where we were, and he'd come 
there and listen, and later we'd probably go to a movie.  It was 1946, but Alphonse's brother Albin 
and my future brother in law Clarence Serbus were still in the army.  Albin later married Adella and 
Clarence married Martha.
     August 02,1946.  This special Friday night Alphonse didn't come until 9 p.m.  We had been 
threshing oats at my brother Emil's that day, and he also had been threshing at their farm
     We, just us two, went to the movie in Redwood Falls called, “As the Walls Came Tumbling 
Down..”  We went, and had an ice cream sundae afterward at Cheney's Cafe.  Gennie Zins, 
Alphonse's Aunt, was a waitress there.  Later when he took me home, he asked me to marry him, 
and I SAID YES.  He gave me a beautiful diamond ring.  We didn't make any wedding plans-just 
happy to be engaged.
     BUT I had one more year of school to finish.  I was a senior, and planned on graduating.  BUT  
Alphonse's Dad had bought the neighbor's farm.  Jens Miller had been a widower for about 15 years, 
and was living alone on the farm.  He was elderly, and not able to attend to all the farm work, so the 
living place was very neglected.  After his harvest was done,  Alphonse started plowing there.  He 
was discouraged with all the rocks- the plow kept unhooking when he hit a rock, and he'd have to 
hook it up again, and again, and again.
     Alphonse's Dad, Oswald, and Mother, Elizabeth, wanted us to get married right away, so we could 
live there.  Jens was going to have an auction sale. I kept saying, “not until next June,” BUT 
Alphonse had a lot of patience with me, and I finally was persuaded to get married, so we picked the 
28th wedding anniversary of my parents, Alois and Barbara as our wedding date.  October 29,1946.
    Now I was going to live south of the river.  What a  coincidence that the Morton School bus would 
drive past our home everyday.  Some of my classmates would now be my neighbors.
     Some of the men at Bechyn would talk to my Dad, and say he shouldn't let those Morgan guys 
come, and take our girls away, but that was just the beginning.  My sister, Adella married Albin 
Mages, Alphonse's sister Elaine and brother Clarence Mages married into Bechyn families.  
Alphonse's cousins dated Bechyn girls, and Eugene Tauer married a Serbus girl from Bechyn.
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The Engagement Continued by Mom 

     We had a wedding coming up!!!  The reception would be here at home, so we did some painting 
walls, and housecleaning the house from top to bottom.  My Dad and the boys took care of the 
outside.  But the livestock still had to be taken care of, the basement filled with wood, cobs and coal 
for the winter.  Corn had to be picked from the field.  Ed, my brother, and I had our team of horses 
and my Dad and sister Johanna had their team, and we got all the corn husked by hand, and filled 
the cribs.  PLUS WE HAD TO GET READY FOR A BRIDAL SHOWER, AND THEN A WEDDING!!
More next time:
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

Dad and Mom, What a 
handsome couple!!!

Duane and Jermayne in 
Arizona

Jermayne in the dessert

Jermayne dancing with John Wayne?

Beautiful scenery, Their pickup
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Duane and Jermayne in Arizona Continued 
In picture

With John Wayne looking on holding 
his six shooter, Duane just can't leave 
the women alone

Duane, Mom, Ron and Diane Mages at 
Tortia Flats

Left middle 
photo,  I 
asked Duane 
to  give Mom 
a hug for me. 
 You did a 
good job.  
Right middle 
photo is 
Jermayne 
soaking in 
the Arizona 
sun 

Duane, 
refreshing the 
windmill

Jermayne and 
Mom doing the 
actual work
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Duane and Jermayne's Pictures 
Continued

Photo 1,2, 
and 3 is at 
the “Old 
Prospector 
Mill.  Photo 
to the right 
is Duane 
and 
Jermayne 
dancing 
around a 
cactus

Left Middle:  Jermayne and Mom at home with Mom 
holding the February issue of the “Family Reunion”

Playing cards on Mom's Patio.  L-
R: Gary Mages, Jermayne, 
Duane, Sharon Mages,  Jacob 
Fischer, Mom and Ron Mages



Men's  Annual Fishing Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway
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Lowell Mages pretty much had us all crying and gasping for air laughing as he told us about staying at 
Great Uncle Hank Zin's house as a kid. You would have had to been there, but it was about Hank tying 
Lowell by the feet as an eight year old and putting him down a well head first to pull a rock out. Of 
Course, that's exactly why we get together, to laugh. We also love getting to know all our wonderful 
nephews. Learning how to fish? You'd think by now we'd be good at it but I think we're just to caught up in 
telling stories and playing cards to concentrate enough on serious fishing. Not that the Mages' don't have 
great equipment. Tom Mages won first fish, biggest fish, most fish, smallest fish, and last fish when he 
got tangled up in a line getting up in a fishhouse to go outside and take a pee. So, I guess if you need 
any fishing advice, you should go to Tom. 
     Texas Holdem was a big draw again this year. I'm not sure, but I don't think we've ever had a repeat 
champion yet. So slowly everybody gets their money back. On Friday Jory took first followed by Joe and 
Rick. On Saturday night, Jack took first, followed by Joe and David F. Thank you to everyone that brought 
fishhouses.  All the brothers made it except our snowbird Duane. Those present were Dan, Bradley, 
Larry, Joe M, Rick, Jory, Tae (Jory's Girlfriend's son) John, Andy, Jeff, Jack, Curt, Stretch, Dave F, Tom, 
Mike, Alex, Lowell, Keith, Craig,  Brian Braun, and Lonnie Wenninger.  Thank you all for coming. One of 
these years we will have snow to play in again. It's been lacking the past several years. 
Love you All,
Larry

What a fantastic time we had again this year. Great to see so many smiling faces. The beer and 
drinks were really refreshing. Food tons of it Mike soup he made awesome,Dan's Chilli to die 
for,just the perfect flavor,and who ever thought Lonnie could cook. Great sauerkraut and 
dumplings.( well he did say Ranee made it but he told her what to do!!!)
Good thing there was so much food because the fish are just to expensive in Lake Elizabeth.. 
As close as I can figure I'd say $465,528 per lb. that before we clean it.
first figure 15 pickup trucks and two car,value $360,000, five fish houses another
$60,000,bait,rod and reals,dept finders,under water camera's plus all the tackle and ect.
Oh ya plus Ice auger to drill the holes,generator for electric in the house to run the TV and DVD 
players., another 12-$15,000. Beer and refreshments $1,000 if you bye it on sale.
I think if the fishing is slow again next year we should just reduce our cost and have T-bones 
and Lobster it will be cheaper and more filling.
Even with the high price tag on walleye I still wouldn't miss this fun event. Great times Larry,and 
great to play card and tell stories. I know I can't wait til next year."we'll catch more fish then just 
wait and see"   Great Times  Rick

One fish weekend
L-R back: Lonnie 
Wenndinger, Larry 
Mages Tae, Brad 
Mages, Dan Mages, 
Rick Mages, John 
Mages, David Fischer, 
Curt Mages. Front 
kneeing L-R: Jory 
Mages, Andy Mages 
and Joe Mages



Men's Weekend Continued in Pictures by Larry
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Please Father 
We Want Fish!!
L-R: Dan's hands, Brad, 
Curt, Stretch Fischer, 
Mike Mages, Tom 
Mages, Joe and Alex 
Mages

Story 
Time

The furious 
blinkers

L-R: I'll do my best to 
name all of these.  Joe, 
Dan, Rick, Larry, John, 
Brad, Tom, Andy, Brian 
Braun, Mike, Jory, Curt, 
Lowell, Alex, Stretch and 
Tae.

Bottom photo L-R: Lonnie, 
Jeff Mages, David, Andy and 
Jack Mages

The Very 
Reverend Lonnie



Men's Weekend in Pictures by Larry
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The best part of the day Curt, 
Andy, Jory, David and Jack

 A special 
recipe Dan 
and son Brad 
with Curt 
looking on.

A full house,( fish house), L-R: 
Joe, John, Andy, Dan, David 
siting down, Rick with his back to 
us, Lonnie, Larry and Curt.

The serious drinkers, L-R: 
Lowell Mages, Brian Braun, 
Mike, Rick John and Dan

The serious thinkers L-R: Brad, Tae, 
Jory, ?, Tom and Stretch

Lower Photo,The serious 
winners,L-R: Joe, Curt, Larry, 
Alex and Brian
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Belgrade farmer, Golden Kernel award winner, reflects about serving on MCGA board
John Mages

MCGA president Bruce Peterson, left, presents retiring board member and Belgrade farmer John Mages with 
the Golden Kernel award at MN Ag EXPO 2015.
It’s hard for John Mages to pinpoint a single accomplishment he’s most proud of during his nine years 
serving on the MCGA board of directors. But if he had to pick one thing, he’d go with finally getting a new 
farm bill passed in early 2014.
“It took a long time to finish that farm bill,” Mages said. “But we needed it and we finally got it done.”
Mages retired from the MCGA board in January after serving three terms covering nine years, the maximum 
time a farmer-leader can serve on the board.  The Belgrade farmer served in just about every leadership 
position possible during his time on the board, including president, vice president, treasurer and secretary.
He also chaired the Government Relations committee, served on four National Corn Growers Association 
action teams and was a member of the Asian advisory team on the U.S. Grains Council.
Mages never considered running for the MCGA board until he participated in the Minnesota Agriculture and 
Rural Leadership (MARL) Program through Southwest Minnesota State University. Mages’ MARL experience 
piqued his interest in exploring new leadership opportunities, and the MCGA board looked like a good fit.
“When I first started, I really didn’t know what to expect,” Mages said. “I didn’t realize all the things that 
MCGA works on and how involved everyone is. I really learned a lot right away and it’s been a very rewarding 
experience.”
The scope of MCGA’s work is wide. The organization works on everything from government relations and 
consumer outreach, to ethanol, research and finding new uses for corn. MCGA is able to tackle such a wide 
variety of issues because of the grassroots efforts of farmer-leaders like Mages.
Mages was recognized for his service and dedication at MN Ag EXPO 2015 with the Golden Kernel award, 
given annually to an individual who works to improve corn farming and agriculture overall.
“John really stepped up over the years and helped us accomplish a lot at both the state and local level,” said 
MCGA President Bruce Peterson. “When people talk about what makes a good farmer-leader, all they need 
to do is point to John as an example.”
Replacing Mages on the MCGA board is Dan Root, a farmer and ag lender who lives in Hayfield.
Even though Mages will no longer be serving on the MCGA board, you can expect to see him remain active 
advocating for Minnesota’s corn farmers and agriculture. On Wednesday of this week, he was at MCGA’s 
annual legislative reception to connect with elected and agency officials on several issues important to 
farmers.
Standing up and speaking out for corn farmers. It’s something Mages has never hesitated doing. Serving on 
the MCGA board helped him focus that energy on improving corn farming in Minnesota, both overall and on 
his own farm.
“It was always time well spent,” Mages said. “It’s a learning process, but as you go, you become more 
familiar with all the issues. You also learn from farmers around the country, what they’re doing and how 
maybe you can become a better farmer yourself.”

John Receives an Award

MCGA president Bruce Peterson, 
left, presents retiring board 
member and Belgrade farmer 
John Mages with the Golden 
Kernel award at MN Ag EXPO 
2015.

This publication was taken from a 
farm publication called,”The 
Minnesota Cornerstone.”

The Mages family is so 
proud of you John
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Big Win for Josh

As the, “ Family Reunion,” goes to press the 
Brainerd Mn. Fishing site has not put Josh's 
picture with his fish online yet.  On Jan, 24, 
2015 Josh, his Dad Mark, friend Bill Creel and 
some others entered the annual Brainerd, Mn. 
Fishing contest.  Josh caught his 2.68 pound 
Northern about 2 minutes into the contest, so 
for a time he was in First place for a brand new 
pick up truck.  Until about the last 3 minutes of 
the contest Josh was in third place, but in the 
end he placed 4th which was still a very nice 
prize.  He won about $1600 in prizes.  There 
were 13,000 participants so Congratulations 
Josh.  Job well done. In the photo above Josh 
is on the far right.

We would like to thank everybody that supported McKenna’s Dance team going to  the state 
dance tournament.   Her team had a fantastic season in placing in the top three of nearly every 
event they were in this season.  She has made her family very proud of her in leading her team as 
captain with the high light being the trip to state. It has been a dream of hers since she was a little 
girl watching a friend of Monica’s compete at the state tournament several years ago. Thank you to 
all her supporters. Ed

 

PS McKenna’s Graduation party will be May 30th at Larry & 
Maggie’s farm. More info to come next month.

McKenna Dance 
Team at State
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McKenna Dance at State Continued

McKenna

The group who attended the performance, L-R: Luke Mages, Noah Mages, 
B.J. Mages, Ed Mages, Larry Mages, Maggie Mages, Debbie Fischer, Curt 
Mages, Sharon Mages, McKenna, Gabby Bemmels, Evie Mages, Halle 
Bemmels, Amanda Bemmels, Kathy Mages and Matt Mages.
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McKenna Continued

Top left photo is McKenna.  Top right 
McKenna is third from the left. Middle left 
is the whole group that is competing. The 
bottom photo is McKenna group during a 
routine. I am guessing right now but I 
think McKenna is the last row on the far 
right.  Those girls all look alike in this 
photo.
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