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A P R I L  2015

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda

     Happy Easter to everyone.  I hope the day is warm 
and enjoyable , and a great day for Easter egg hunts.  
     What an enjoyable surprise birthday party for Mike's 
50th birthday last Saturday.  The look on his face as he 
realized what was happening was priceless.  Amy, 
Mikayla, Alex and Bryant did a fantastic job.  Thank You!



Michelle Mages Apr. 01
Carter Wilson Apr. 01
Owen Rath Apr. 02
Leo Mages Apr. 04
Anna Mages Apr. 06
McKenna Mages Apr. 09
Natalie Goblirsch Apr. 15
Josh Deegan Apr. 19
LeAnn Mages Apr. 22
Curt Mages Apr. 24
Brynlee Rath Apr. 25
Trish Mages Apr. 25
Jermayne Mages Apr. 26
Kevin Plath Apr. 28

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
April 2015- Baby for Melanie and Stevie Miller

May 7,8& 9, 2015-Woodbury garage sales, Woodbury, Mn.

May 25, 2015- Becca Schmitz Graduation Party

May 30,2015- McKenna Mages Graduation Party

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

July 25,26,2015- Mages Fest Sportsmen's Park, Sleepy Eye

August 17,2015-Mages Family Band Concert German Park, 
New Ulm, Minn. 6:30pm.

August 22-1915- Annual Kodet Sister's Day at the Senior 
Citizen Center, Morton, Mn. 9am

Sept. 26 and 27, 2015- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

November 28,2015- Mages Family Christmas , Cosmos, Mn,
American Legion
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

  April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

Dan and Arlene Mages
April 16 45 years

Tom and Sharon Mages
April 30 27 years

Ryan and Laura Wolf
April 27 13 years

Chad and Sarah Mills
April 26 12 years

Greg and Mary Kay Mages
April 09 10 years

Date for the 2015 Mages Family Christmas

It will be November 28, 2015  The saturday after 
Thanksgiving, at the Cosmos Legion.  

More to come later from the Northern Bunch. 

Dean and Donna, Duane and Jermayne and John 
and Cindy and their families

Mages Family Christmas 2015

Kodet Sister's Day
August 22, 2015, Saturday the annual Kodet Sister's Day 
will be held at the Senior Citizen's Center, Morton, Mn.  It 
will start with potluck breakfast at 9am followed by show 
and tell.  Potluck lunch at noon followed by bingo.  Each 
guest is encouraged to bring wrapped bingo gifts, as many 
as you like.  Just don't spend a lot of money, or if you have 
something you no longer want.  Wrap it.  Hope to see you 
there.  Mary Lou Butzer, Sisters and nieces, great nieces 
only



The Wedding by Mom
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     October 29, 1946, was coming so fast- My Wedding Day- I was practicing writing my new name, 
Mrs. Alphonse Mages.
     One sunny day my Mother, and my sisters drove to Mankato, Mn. About 80 miles away to the 
“Lorraine Bridal Shop,” where my sister Lydia had also gotten her wedding dress about four years 
earlier.  What a disappointment to find that they had only two dresses in my size.  One had short 
sleeves, one had long sleeves.  Dresses were not ordered, so I had to choose a dress in the correct 
size.  We tried Brett's Department Store also, but no luck there.  I did get the dress with the long 
sleeves.  It was a lovely dress.  A shimmery soft material with a long train.  We were still finding that 
things were hard to get after the war.  Factories haven't caught up with the demand.  Mother tried to 
buy sheets and towels, and couldn't get those either.   But anyway--- Martha and Adella, my sisters, 
were able to get bridesmaid dresses.  Identical ones.  One was pink and one was yellow.  Alphonse's 
sister, Diane, was going to be the flower girl    Martha had a blue bridesmaid dress from a different 
wedding, and we gave it to Alphonse, so his Mother cold make a dress for five year old Diane from 
that dress. 
  The guys also had a hard time getting suits.  Alphonse said they only had one suit in his size, but he 
looked great in it.  Alphonse's brother, Albin and my brother, Ed were the best men.  Those days you 
did not order dresses.  You bought what was available.  You did not rent a tux, that service was not 
available.  
     You did not schedule your wedding with the priest a year before the wedding.  You did not have 
meetings with the priest, only about fifteen minutes the night before the wedding at wedding practice.  
     The reception would be at the Kodet home, so we limited the guest list to about seventy people.  
Alphonse had many aunts and uncles, and so did I.  More than we had room for.  We would have 
three tables settings about twelve places apiece.  One in the dining room, one in the living room, and 
one in the downstairs bedroom.  Mother and Dad would store their bed in the garage that day.  We 
would borrow a big table from Joe and Louise Kodet, and get folding chairs at the church.  Mother got 
new tablecloths, china, goblets, glasses, silverware for the brides table in the living room, and those 
would be given to the wedding couple later.  There would be two settings.  Those waiting for the 
second setting would sit in the front porch, and the men could go out and play horseshoe.  For the 
dinner I asked six of my friends to be waitresses, and I made fancy aprons for all of them.  
     Dad always had a keg of beer available.  Mother had two cooks hired to help with the food.  Mrs. 
Rose Moudry helped out at many weddings.  Ruth Cornwell was a neighbor lady who also helped.  
They came the day before, and made all the kolachy, a Czechoslovakian sweet roll, and the dinner 
rolls, and roasted the meat.  Alphonse's parents had sent over about six geese ready to be roasted.  
My Dad also smoked ham earlier, so that was prepared also.  They peeled lots of potatoes, and got.   
everything ready to go.  Ruth went home that night, but Mrs. Moudry stayed all night.  All the tables 
had to be set in the morning.  
     Martha, Adella and I had gone to town to have our hair done, as the wedding mass was at 9am 
the next morning.  Only the bride and groom would receive Holy Communion, so I had to be careful 
not to eat or drink after midnight.  We put a towel over the water pail in the pantry, so I wouldn't 
accidentally take a drink.  At that time fasting started at midnight.  
     Albin had come home from the army about three weeks before the wedding. Ed had been home in 
time to help with corn picking,  so those two were the best men.  Rehearsal was the night before the 
wedding, so Alphonse's family all came, and we all went to St. Mary's in Bechyn, Mn.  Rehearsal went 
well.  Alphonse and I both went to confession, and then we had a meeting with the priest for about 
fifteen minutes.  Father C. Zwicky was our priest.  We went back to our farm, and decorated the car.  
We girls had already put up decorations at the house.  We had lunch, and were ready for the next 
day.  
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The Wedding Continued by Mom 

     A light rain was falling.  The weather was warm though.  October had been a beautiful month.  
Alphonse and Albin came with his car, and then the rest of the Mages family came.  Alphonse 
looked so handsome in his new suit.  I was dressed in my gown and veil, and so were my sisters in 
their bridesmaid dresses.  My Mother and Dad were in their fine clothes, and my family was all set 
to go to my wedding.  
     Alphonse gave me a three strand pearl necklace to wear, and I picked up by bouquet of big 
chrysanthemums.  The Mothers had corsages and Martha and  Adella carried mums.  The men all 
had mum boutonnieres.  
     The rain had stopped, still cloudy, but looking  good.  I rode to church with Dad and Mom, and 
I'm sure I was nervous as Dad walked me down the aisle, but there was my groom waiting for me.  
The choir was doing a wonderful job without me or my sisters.  
    We said our vows with our families all looking on, and our rings were blessed.  Alphonse put my 
ring on my finger, and I gave him a ring also.  We received Holy Communion, as we started our new 
life.  The choir sang, “On This Day O Beautiful Mother,” as our last hymn.  
     We came out of the church, and Alphonse kissed me- our first kiss in our marriage.  The sun was 
shining as everyone congratulated us.  What a wonderful Day!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
     We drove to the farm, and stared to go to the house.  The cooks blocked the door.  They each 
held on to an end of a dish towel, and said,” we had to pay to get in.”  That was a custom I had 
forgotten about. Alphonse gave them ten dollars, and they escorted us to a small table set up for 
our breakfast, as we had received Holy Communion, and we were the only ones that had not eaten 
breakfast.  So while everyone else was visiting we had breakfast.
     The day went so fast.  A delicious meal at noon, and then the wedding party had to go to 
Redwood Falls to the studio to have our wedding pictures taken, but my brother, Junior, had taken 
my shoe, and didn't know where it had ended up.  It was found, and we were on our way.  When we 
returned we opened our wedding gifts.  Then there was supper, and many of the guests left to get 
ready for the dance.  Most farmers had chores to do.  The horseshoe games were kept busy most 
of the day, also cards were played.  
     The dance was held in the Morton, Minnesota City Hall, as it was more convenient to both sides 
of the family.  The, “Red Raven Band,” played the old time music.  We had met at a dance right 
here in Morton, so it was full circle for us.  Alphonse and I were dancing our wedding dance.  
     During the dance Martha was told that Clarence Serbus, her fiance, was coming home that night 
on the bus.  So she went with some friends to meet the bus.  How wonderful to see him again, 
home from the Army- home from Japan.
     Another wedding coming up – about two and half months later on January 14,1947 Martha 
married Clarence Serbus. 
More next time. 
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory

“Willy Wonka And The Chocolate Factory” to Hit the Stage at St. Mary’s of Sleepy Eye
This year St. Mary’s High School students from Sleepy Eye will once again be entertaining 
crowds as they present the musical “Willie Wonka and The Chocolate Factory” on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, March 27th, 28th and 29th.   Becca Schmitz, now a senior, will be in the 
play this year with singing, dancing and acting/speaking parts.   Becca, Tony and I would 
especially appreciate your support for this theatrical weekend as this is the last play at St. 
Mary’s she will be a part of before she graduates from high school this upcoming May. Don’t 
miss out on this “golden ticket” opportunity to a wonderful evening of the fine arts in Sleepy Eye!
You may attend the musical play by purchasing tickets at the door or by purchasing tickets in 
advance. Show tickets will be around $9.50 for adults and $5.50 to $6.50 for children and 
students.  Advanced reserve tickets are usually 50 cents less and have a better seat selection 
although all seats have a pretty good view in my opinion.  Tickets for the Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday performances can be reserved in advance by calling 507-794-3480 for best seats.   
Dinner Theater
Tony and I are again co-chairing the Dinner Theater banquet to take place in the St. Mary’s 
Church Social Room on the Saturday evening of the musical, Mar. 28th.  This is our last year 
chairing the event. The social room will be uniquely decorated to the theme of “Willie Wonka 
and the Chocolate Factory” and will feature an elegant meal prepared by the St. Mary’s 
Catering Ladies consisting of a roast beef supper with new potatoes, dressing, gravy, coleslaw, 
California medley vegetables, and a dinner role.  Dessert will be treats from the Willie Wonka 
Choc. Factory and lots of it as we will have a candy bar and a chocolate fountain for  your 
enjoyment. We will also have a special “golden ticket” surprise waiting for each of you at your 
table. This is an all- you- can- drink event with plenty of beer, wine, Wonka’s Izzy Fizzy Soda 
and of course, 1919 Rootbeer.  Moscato was added to last year’s wine offerings and was a “big 
hit”. 
The order of events for the St. Mary’s Dinner Theater are as follows:  Church at St. Mary’s will 
take place early at 4 pm that Saturday evening. (Mass usually gets out late at 5:10 pm or so).  
The Dinner Theater social hour will begin in the social room at 5 pm proceeded by the 
introduction of cast members at 5:40 pm and the meal at 6 pm.  The dinner theater ticket of $40 
also includes play admission with attendees encouraged to be in their seats at the auditorium 
by 7:15 pm for a 7:30 pm show time.    Finally, there will be a “meet the cast” reception with Izzy 
Fizzy punch and candy cupcakes located in the school cafeteria following the Saturday evening 
performance for all those attending the play that evening.  This is a very value priced evening 
for what is all included.  The banquet also serves as a fundraiser for our St. Mary’s Theater Arts 
Department.  
If you should be interested in attending the musical or the dinner theater banquet,  tickets can 
be ordered by calling the ticket hotline at 507-794-3480.  Also, please let Tony and I know you 
are attending so that we can be looking for you that night.  We will be requesting Saturday night 
seats in the balcony if you wish to ask to be near us.  A prompt replay is encouraged as tickets 

have been known to sell out on some occasions in the past Lisa. 
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Mike Mages Surprise 50th Birthday Party

Amy, Mike and 
friend conspiritor 
Chris Braun

Amy, Mike and conspirator Brian Braun

About a month before Mike's 
actual party wife Amy and 
daughter, Mikayla planned a 
surprise 50th birthday party for 
him.  Mike was born on March 
17,1965, during the famous St. 
Patrick's Day Blizzard.  Amy 
recruited friends Brian and Chris 
Braun to help get Mike to the, 
“Railway,” restaurant without 
arousing suspicion on Mike's 
part.  They were successful as 
you can tell by the top picture.  
Most of the guest wore green in 
honor of St. Patrick's Day and 
everything was decorated in 
green.  The cupcakes had 
green frosting, and the plates 
and napkins and tablecloths 
were all green.  It was a fun fun 
party.  Linda



Mike's Birthday Party Continued
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Amy and Mike

Rick Jeff and Duane

Steve Braulick, Mike and Brad Ludwig

Mike's family, Alex, Amy, Mike, Mikayla and 
Bryant
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There will be a Mass for the Living and Deceased Members of 
the Mages family on April 19th, 2015 at the St. Martin Church, 
St. Martin, MN.  Mass time is 9:00 AM.  Steven will be 
providing the music, along with anyone who would like to  join.  
Afterwards we will visit the cemetery, place some new flowers 
at Doug’s grave site,  and then have pot  luck dinner at our 
house. If you plan to attend Mass, park in the back parking lot 
and  enter the back entrance and sit right behind the organ 
and piano where our family will be sitting. If you can’t make the 
Mass,  you are welcomed to the farm for the dinner.     Duane , 
Jermayne  and Family

Mass and Potluck

Larry and Duane, on the far right, and Larry's  friends at 
Devil's Lake in North Dakota.
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The Woodbury garage sale dates-May 7-9 and I have a photo  of a 
swing set that is available free for the taking. 
Thanks,
Kathy

Woodbury Garage Sales

Free swing/playset available if you take and haul. 
Jordan area. Call Curt and Kathy if interested.  
(651)480-1194

New E-Mail
Sarah Mills

sarahmills1@yahoo.com
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Photos continued- Mike's Birthday Celebration

Top left L-R:Dewey 
Havemier, Tom, Curt, 
Duane and Rick.
Top right.  The great lunch
Middle left all drinking a 
shot connected to a ski at 
the same time, and they 
didn't spill a drop L-
R:Dewey, John Hertling, 
Mike and Mikayla.
Middle right L-R: Joe, 
Jane, friend, Maggie, Lisa, 
Jermayne, Rick, friend, 
Larry, Linda, Kathy, LeAnn, 
Nancy, Barb, Alissa and 
Stacie
Right bottom L-R:  guest, 
Maggie, Lisa, Jermayne, 
LeAnn, Larry, Linda and 
Barb. Jeff and Tony in the 
background.
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