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J U N E  2015

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda

     Summer was short this year, it has been so 
cold.  Back to winter coats if outdoors an 
extended period of time.  Looking forward to it 
getting warmer.  Remember to send your 
vacation pictures to the, “FAMILY REUNION,” and 
then we will all enjoy it with you.



Brianna Jensen June 01
Monica Mages June 05
Everly Jensen June 07
Emily Rath June 08
Andy Mages June 08
Joselynn Andersen June 08
Aaron Mages June 09
Andrew Mages June 11
Halle Bemmels June 15
Larry Mages June 15
Debbie Fischer June 15
Birgit Mages June 23
Isaac Wagner June 25
Steven Mages June 26
Peyton Mages June 28
Brennen Mages June 29

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
May 25, 2015- Becca Schmitz Graduation Party

May 30,2015- McKenna Mages Graduation Party

June 06. 2015-Bridal Shower for Madeline Schmitz and TJ 
Ibberson

June 26, 27 & 28,2015-Forever Young at Emerald Hideaway

July 11, 2015- Wedding for Madeline Schmitz and TJ Ibberson

July 25,26,2015- Mages Fest Sportsmen's Park, Sleepy Eye

August 17,2015-Mages Family Band Concert German Park, New 
Ulm, Minn. 6:30pm.

August 22-1915- Annual Kodet Sister's Day at the Senior Citizen 
Center, Morton, Mn. 9am

Sept. 26 and 27, 2015- Sister's Weekend at Emerald Hideaway.

November 28,2015- Mages Family Christmas , Cosmos, Mn,
American Legion

Page 2

A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

  June Birthdays

June Anniversaries

John and Cindy Mages
June 30 36 years

Todd and Gina Andersen
June 12 6 years

Riley and Brianna Jensen
June 13 6 years

Mages Family Band Summer Shedule

June 9      6:30 – 8:30PM      Concert in Allison Park,   
Sleepy Eye, Mn.

July 12     10:00AM                All Faiths Church Service at 
park in Madelia, Mn

July 12     11:00AM                 Concert In The Park   
Madelia, Mn

July 23      7:00 – 8:30PM     Concert in City Park, 
Winthrop, Mn.

Aug 9        1:00 – 4:00PM      Music at St Gregory 
Harvest Festival, Lafayette, Mn

Aug 12      7:00 – 8:30PM      Christian Pop Music in 
Park, Bernadotte Lutheran Church, Bernadotte, Mn

Aug 17      6:30 – 8:30PM      Concert In German Park,  
New Ulm, Mn

Aug 22      5:30 – 6:30PM      Lafayette Lions Corn-Hog 
Roast, Lafayette, Mn

Nov 29      2:00 – 3:00PM     Christian Pop Music, St 
Matthew’s Lutheran, Fernando, Mn



Bechyn Now 2015 by Mom
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     Bechyn still has a gravel road going through this little settlement.  The paved road is a mile to the 
west connecting the towns of Redwood Falls and Danube.  They used to say that if you blinked your 
eyes when driving through Bechyn you could miss the town.
     The long line of elm trees that used to shade the parked cars is all gone, victims of the Dutch Elm 
disease many years ago.
     My Grandpa and Grandma Kojetin's house is still there.  The couple that bought it added on to the 
east side, and raised a young family there.  They are adults now.  The parish of St. Mary's house was 
sold to a family, and their children have grown, and gone out into the world.  
     The church stands surrounded by green lawns, and flower beds, so lovely with it's tall steeple 
reaching to the sky.  It is closed now, except for a funeral or possible a wedding, but always open on 
Czech Day when the whole town comes alive with thousands of people coming back to celebrate  
their Czech heritage.  There is always music in the air.
     The lawn behind the church is kept weedless, and mowed.  Many trees were planted there years 
ago, and they provide shade for all the activities.  There is room for two big tents, and many picnic 
tables.  
     The cemetery is next to the church.  There are the graves of my Dad and Mom, and my brothers 
Emil and Ed and sister, Johanna.  My Dad lived to be 92 years old.  My Mother died of kidney cancer 
that turned into spine cancer and then brain cancer in 1981, she was 81 years old as she was born in 
4-13-1900. Emil died in 1993 after a stroke when he was 74 years old, and Ed died in 1959 at the 
age of 35 years old of a heart attack while driving his car home from town.  Johanna died in 2010 
after a stroke.   She had her 90th birthday party just six weeks before her death. Their graves are 
nearby.  My sister, Lydia and her husband, Joe Serbus, were both killed in a car accident on Easter 
Monday, April 4, 1994.  It was a freak snowstorm, and caused icy roads.  Lydia was 72 years old and 
Joe was 78 years old.  They are buried in St. Patrick's Catholic Cemetery at Birch Coulie near 
Franklin, Minnesota.  There are graves of our two babies, Alphonse's and mine,  Robert was born 
prematurely and weighed 3 pounds 14 ounces, and was a twin to Richard,  His lungs weren't 
developed fully, and he passed away on his second day of life, December 06,1953.  Mary Beth was 6 
weeks old when God called her home.  She died of lumbar pneumonia on March 04,1959.  Our two 
little angels in heaven.  My Great Grandparents, Wencel and Anna Kojetin are buried there.  My 
Great Grandfather, helped establish, and build the first church, St. Mary’s, in Bechyn, and named the 
town after their homeland, Bechyne, Czechoslovakia.  Nine of us, Alphonse's and my children, Dan 
and wife Arlene, Larry and wife Maggie, Debbie and husband Larry Fischer, Curt, Linda and Myself,  
were privileged to visit Bechyne, Czechoslovakia in September, 2012.  Great Grandma, Anna, passed 
away in the influenza epidemic in 1918.  
     Wencel and Mary Kodet my paternal Grandparents, and Wencel and Mary Kojetin, my maternal 
Grandparents are buried there.  The two names Wencel and Mary were very common.  The name 
Wencel Kojetin went down to the fourth generation.  I have many Aunts, Uncles and cousins buried 
there.  The cemetery is kept up with perpetual care,  A few years ago, a strong windstorm took down 
some of the tall pine trees that were originally planted there.  There are still a few left, and they stand 
tall reaching to the sky.  
     It is the first week of May, 2015.  My sister, Mary Lou Butzer, and I walk through the cemetery.  We 
had brought flowers along with us to place on the graves, but the wind was so strong, we thought we 
would wait until later before Memorial Day to place them.  It is a sad day. as we also remember our 
husbands that have passed away.  May they rest in peace. 
     We see the area of green grass that used to be the baseball field,  It is now used as a parking lot 
on Czech Day.  The big cottonwoods that used to stand on the edge of the west lawn are gone.  They 
used to shade the bazaar area years ago, the bingo stand, children's games, baked goods, country 
store, fancy work and more.  
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Bechyn Now Continued by Mom

     

     The house where Archie Wertish lived is gone, but his shed that sheltered his road grader is still 
standing.  Maybe the road grader is still stored there.  We drove, “uptown.” where the two stores had 
been.  They are both closed, and have been for a long time.  “Charley's,” has been turned into a 
garage with two double doors.  It stands beside the Bechyn Hall.  That building used to be the first 
church.  It was pulled into its location, and fixed up as the Bechyn Hall.  There were many meetings, 
bridal showers and dances held there. Music was played by the Kodet Brother's, my Dad and his 
brothers Joe and Adolph, or the Kohout Family Band or Roger Kodet and the Cards Band, also the 
Kassel Band.  It has been well taken care of.  It has vinyl siding, a steel roof, and a sign on the front 
names it as the Henryville Township Hall.  It still has the four low windows in the front.  I remember 
when the windows would be open for summer dances, no screens.  Ralph Scharfencamp, 
Alphonse's best friend from Morgan, Mn., was sitting on the window sill, and someone pushed him 
right out the window.  He didn't get hurt as he didn't fall too far.  He later married a Bechyn girl, Angie 
Malecek, who were our life long friends, and our daughter, Lisa's Godparents.  Dances  were held 
every Sunday night, and there was always a crowd.  
     Across the road was the store called,” George's.”  It is closed, but the upstairs apartment had 
been used for a long time.  There are a couple of houses close by that are still being used.
     There was never a school in Bechyn, but one half mile away in the country to the south was a 
country school, District #27.  That was known as the Bechyn School.  The school has been closed 
for many years, and most school children went to Redwood Falls or Danube Schools.
     As Mary Lou and I left Bechyn, we were surrounded by fertile land that had been planted to corn 
or beans.  We spotted a field where the corn was just peeking through the soil.  It was a sign of 
hope for the future.
     A couple of years ago I traveled with family members to Europe, where we toured Northern Italy, 
Austria, Germany and the Czech Republic.  One of our main destinations was Bechyne, 
Czechoslovakia located in, “Bohemia,” in the Czech Republic.  It lies in the midst of fertile farmland, 
and is now a thriving community of six thousand people.  We were in awe as we crossed the bridge 
on the  Ludnice River, and saw the town nestled in the valley with the castle was up on the hill.  
HOW BEAUTIFUL!!!!  Our bus driver took us right to the Square where we took pictures by the big 
fountain.  St. Matthew's church was opposite the side of the little shoppes.  
     How wonderful it was to walk in the footsteps of Grandma Mary Kojetin,  who came to this 
country when she was sixteen,  Grandpa Wencel and Grandma Mary Kodet, and our other 
ancestors that had arrived earlier.  It was a memory I hold close to my heart.  We moved on to the 
other catholic church in Bechyn, a couple of blocks from the Square, St. Michael's.  We explored the 
cemetery there that had many familiar names.  We said some prayers for the people buried there.  
We found graves with the names Kodet and Swovoda, but no names of Kojetin.  
     How fitting it is that we should travel back to Bechyn, Minnesota, and remember the traditions of 
our little town and St. Mary's Catholic Church.  That we too can walk in the footsteps of our parents, 
grandparents, and great grandparents.  

     Oh Lord!!  Thank you for all your blessings.
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

In Bechyne, Czechoslovakia 
by the fountain in the town 
square, Debbie, Linda, 
Maggie, Larry, Mom and 
Arlene
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Photos – Bechyn Now by Mom

Bechyne, Czech Republic

Debbie at St. Michael's Cemetery, 
Kodet grave above.  Entering 

Bechyne, Czech Republic at the 
right.



Myla Marie Miller- April 22-2015, new Daughter 
of Steve and Melanie Miller, sister of Jasmine and Logan.  Born at 

11:45 am 8#, 19 inches long in St. Cloud, Minnesota
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Veda Tonneson Plath Dance Recital

Veda has been dancing with the Mankato Ballet Company for seven years,  
Veda, Eric her Dad, Barb and Kevin Plath Grandpa and Grandma
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Nicholas Christopher Gall Graduation – May 17, 2015
     What a wonderful birthday present as Nick graduated on his 18 th birthday.  His party was at 
his home the afternoon before.  Nick graduated from Loyola Catholic School, Mankato, Mn. 
Nick is the second son of Mike and Jennifer, brother of Nathan and Nolan.  I'm sure Mike was 
watching in heaven so proud of his son.

Left upper photo,  Nick 
receiving his diploma, Lower 
right Nick with his signed 
diploma, Center left, L-R: 
Nick's family, Bailey Braam, 
Step-Dad, Gene Braam, Nick, 
Grandpa Joe, Nolan, Mom, 
Jennifer and Grandma Diane 
Becken. y Lower left is 
Grandma Linda and Grandpa 
Joe and Nick .  It was a very 
cold windy day, it felt like 
March instead of May, but I'm 
sure Nick didn't care.  Nick 
will go to South Central 
College in North Mankato and 
transfer to Minnesota State 
University, Mankato in 
nursing. Good Luck Nick.
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Duane and 
Jermayne 

Mages New 
Lawn 

Ornament

“Odds and Ends”—Lots of Odds and Ends!

Stacie coined a good phrase for our 2015 garage saling experience by saying we got a lot of “odds and 
ends.”  Since we had pretty much decked out her entire apartment at last year’s sales, she was looking 
more for smaller stuff this year and that held true for much of what the rest of us got also.  Of course 
Duane did manage to find a free patio set so it was still worthwhile that he had brought the trailer.  Debbie, 
Alissa, Kristen, and Curt were the first to venture out Thursday morning.  By early afternoon, Sharon, 
Stacie, Tom, Kathy, and Kathy’s friend Barb had also joined in.  By Friday, Duane, Jermayne and Betty had 
joined the fun.  And, big recognition goes out to Myla Miller for being the youngest family member ever to 
garage sale with us--at the age of two weeks!!  She and Logan were real troopers while Melanie and 
Stevie also checked out the sales.  Myla is already a very wise woman—by cooperating nicely she was 
able to obtain lots of cute clothes!  
Even though it was mostly “odds and ends”, we still managed to fill up our vehicles repeatedly.  We kept 
the boys busy--calling them to come to find us so we could transfer our treasures to the truck before going 
on our way again.  A couple bouts of rain did nothing to deter our spirits and by the time we finally had to 
call it quits (even though Sharon really didn’t want to) due to a lack of open garage doors--since it already 
was more than an hour after the official closing time--the back seat girls had to ride home with a bookshelf 
across their knees.  We used every moment and every inch of space to the max!
Stacie really took advantage of one moment in particular when she spotted a Schwann’s truck.  Of course, 
we had to stop!  Not only did we get ice cream for our meal that night, but Stacie got some valuable 
feedback from the field to bring back to corporate!!
Fun was had by all and we look forward to doing it again next year!
Kathy
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Woodbury Garage Sales-2015

Jermayne, Sharon, Stacie, 
Melanie, Stevie, Curt and 

Duane

Myla Marie Miller
Stacie, Sharon, Jermayne, 
Curt, Duane and Betty

Stacie just couldn't leave her 
work at home.  She works for 
Schwanns
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4-Wheeling With Friends and Family
Joe Gall loves to 4-wheel and decided to get a bunch of people, together to tour The Granite 
Valley from Morton, Mn. To Granite Falls, Mn.  Our wonderful friends Paul and JoAnn Neudecker 
know this route well so they were our fearless leaders, and found us a wonderful place for lunch 
at The Grandview Winery at Belview, Mn.  Of couse Paul with his awesome sense of humor had 
to take us on a few, “MUDDY,” roads as well. We had 9 4-wheelers and 14 people on this tour.  
While taking off in Morton the young Dienken boys, Jacob and Josiah, decided to go with us I'm 
sure without their parents knowledge.  They went with us for ten miles, and then turned around.  
Luckly Paul and JoAnn know their parents, and would have called them if it would have been 
necessary.  Those on the trip were Paul and JoAnn Neudecker, Dan and Jeremy Mages, Larry 
and Maggie Mages, Jane and Marv Weber, Phil and Karen Wheelin, Dennis Fromm, Chuck 
Schewe, Joe and Linda Gall and the Dienken boys for awhile.  It took us all day to do this ride, but 
everyone wants to do it again.  Linda

Jeremy Mages, Jane Weber, Marv Weber, Phil Wheelin, Karen Wheelin, Maggie 
Mages, JoAnn Neudecker, Linda Gall, Joe Gall, Paul Neudecker, Larry Mages, 

Dan Mages, Chuck Schewe and Dennis Fromm

Lined up at the beginning at 
Morton, Mn.  Paul and JoAnn in 
the lead.
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4- Wheeling Photos Continued

Dan

Linda

Jane, Maggie, Karen, JoAnn 
and Linda

Dennis, Jeremy, Dan, Paul, Phil, 
Marv and Larry.  Joe and Chuck 

missing.

Larry at the top of a very steep hill 
that Chuck Schewe climbed with 

his 4-wheeler.

Lunch at The Grandview Winery.  
The best pizza and wine.  We 

recommend the place.
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Photos of 4- Wheeling Trip Continued

Chuck ahead of us, Paul and 
JoAnn in the lead

We made many stops 
this one is bySacred 
Heart, Mn.

Paul and 
JoAnn in the 
lead, Larry and 
Maggie in front 
of us.  Luckly 
no one got 
stuck

We followed the river,  
beautiful Minnesota

Another stop.  What a fun day. If Paul and Joann and 
Larry and Maggie 
could do it,  we could 
all do it.  And we did!!
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On Sunday, May 17th, Bonita and Stacie came to the cities and joined me for an afternoon of 
fun! We started off the festivities by going to dinner with my parents, Suzanne, Michelle, and 
Doug. We went to a place Betty introduced me to a year ago when she was in town called 
the Cardinal, which has delicious burgers and even more delicious mimosas. Then us three 
girls went to the Twins game and managed to dodge the rain until the 7th inning when things 
started getting wet. We learned pretty quick that a little bit of rain means you get better seats 
and were able to move all the way up the front row right behind third base. Twins lost, but we 
won as we had a blast!! We hope to do this again soon with even more cousins so let us 
know if you're interested!!

Cousins At The Twins by Kristen Mages

Photo on right, -R: Kristen, 
Stacie, Bonita, Curt, Doug, 
Michelle and Suzanne

Right middle photo, L-R: 
Bonita, Kristen and Stacie 

Left photo L-R: Kristen, Stacie, 
Bonita and Michelle

Photo on the right at Target 
Field, L-R: Stacie, Kristen 

and Bonita
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