
 

January 2016
ISSUE 219

Inside This Edition

Table of Contents
Page 1

Letter From the Editor
Page 1

Birthdays
Page 2

Coming Events
Page 2

Roger and LaCosta
Pages 3,4 & 5

Mass Shedule
Page 5

Remember When
Page 6

Chuck
Page 7

Cards with Mom
Page 8

Mages Christmas
Pages 9,10,11, 12, 13 & 14

Suzanne and Doug
Page 15

Jake and Kaylee
Page 16

J A N U A R Y   2 0 1 6

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  
Love, Linda

      Just encase you forgot what snow looks like I put a 
couple of pictures on this page.  The bottom picture was 
taken of Larry enjoying the morning paper when we had 
snow a few years ago.
     Gina, Todd, Joe and I want to thank all of you for the 
wonderful Christmas gifts.  They were very much 
appreciated, and we will use them wisely.  Thank you to 
those  who helped with monetary gifts to help defray the 
cost of the newsletter.  Love you.   



Taylor Mages Jan 09
Jessica Schmitz Jan 09
Zach Mages Jan 10
Kyle Strate Jan 11
David Fischer Jan 11
Andi Mages Jan 11
Tom Mages Jan 14
Riley Strate Jan 18
Ryan Wolf Jan 19
Laura Wolf Jan 20
Amanda Bemmels Jan 20
Noah Mages Jan 23
Arlene Mages Jan 25
Ashley Mills Jan 28
Autumn Butler Jan 29
Grace Mages Jan 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
January 22,23 & 24,2016- Men and Boys fishing at 
Emerald Hideaway.

March 2016- New baby for Jennifer and Adam 
Butler

April 2016- New baby for David and Jenny Fischer

April 2016- New baby for Joe and Imia Mages

May 2016- New baby for Julia and Alan Strand

July 23, OR July 30,2016-  Magesfest.  Date not 
firm yet, as trying to celebrate when Helmut, Birgit 
and maybe Andi and Tobi are here from Germany.

September 10,2016- Kodet Family Reunion at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church, Bechyn, Mn.

November 19,2016-  Wedding of Suzanne Mages 
and Doug Pflaum.

November 2016-  Sister's Shopping to be held by 
Lisa Schmitz and then shop in New Ulm, Mn.  Exact 
date to be announced later in the year.  
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

  January Birthdays

March 1953, the older kids playing on a snow 
pile on the Morton farm. Taken N.W. Of the 

house by the garage.
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Roger and LaCosta Mages, Married December 10,2015

On December 10, 2015 Roger and LaCosta Miller were united in 
Marriage near Cancun, Mexico.
They enjoyed a weeks vacation there.  More details will follow in the 
next newsletter.  Our congratulations and best wishes to both of 
them.  
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Roger and LaCosta's Wedding in Photo 
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Roger and LaCosta Mages

Congratulations Roger and LaCosta from the whole Mages family.

Mass Shedule for the Deceased Mages Family 
members for 2016.  Cards with Mom will also be these 

days.  

All masses are at St. Mary's in Sleepy Eye.

April 14,2016 @ 7:15 am           Nov. 13, 2016 @ 8:00 am  Sunday
May 17,2016 @ 7:15 am
June 10,2016 @ 7:15 am
July 08, 2016 @ 7:15 am
Aug 16,2016 @ 7:15 am
Sept 15,2016 @ 7:15 am
Oct. 14, 2016 @ 7:15 am
Dec. 16,2016 @ 7:15 am

Please post these dates where you can 
see them next year.  Cards with Mom 
will follow at her house in Sleepy Eye 
with breakfast.
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Remember When by Mom

 Remember when we used to go to church at Morton before we moved to Sleepy 
Eye?

We'd always sit about 6 pews from the back.  There would be a lot of children in 
church.

I' m thinking of John And Jeff one Sunday morning.  They were about 3 n 4 years 
old.

All of a sudden I could hear laughing behind us and I turned to look what kind of 
mischief

They were up to. They were matching pennies!!!!  Alphonse had taught them that.

It could have been worse!  The Hennen Boys were rolling marbles once and one of

The little Crain Boys was swinging his rosary around and said  "hang on, Jesus.  
Here

We go again.".  One older guy sitting behind us  always enjoyed their antics and I 
guess

We made his day.

  The moral of the story is to the young parents--- take your little ones to church.

Three reasons--  They learn about  Jesus and the love that he has for all of us-- 
that

He is a friend who will always help us. 2. They learn to be quiet  and listen to the 
majesty

Of the worship. (eventually) .3 They entertain us older folks (. Ha ha ). It' s your 
turn now.

Love, Mom, Grandma
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In Memory – Chuck Strate, Nov. 26,1947- January 19, 
2001      The newest addition to the Strate 

family isn't a boy, and it isn't a girl, It's a 
10 week old fawn named Bambi.
     While working in his fields in early 
June, Chuck Strate accidentally scooped 
up the newborn with his digger.  After 
cleaning up the startled animal, he 
placed it back in the field in hopes that 
it's Mother would return. The next day, 
however, the fawn was still in the field 
unclaimed, so Strate brought the animal 
home.  After a call to the local game 
warden, who gave  the go-ahead, 
daughters, Sarah,12, and Kim, 6, 
adopted the animal.
     “Bambi,” as she soon came to be 
called, was bottle-fed milk replacer by 
the two girls.  Although she had a hardy 
appetite, ( three meals a day, three or 
four bottles full each time.)  Bambi 
refused to eat from a pail or calf bottle.
    “She needs that little mothering,” said 
Strate's wife Nancy.
     After several weeks Bambi began 
venturing out into the corn field alone.
     Despite her growing independence, 
Bambi has not abandoned her newfound 
family.  She still comes around twice a 
day for breakfast and dinner. 
     Having such an exotic pet has turned 
the Strate farm, located six miles 
northeast of Sleepy Eye, into a petting 
zoo.  Strate said they have had a steady 
stream of curious visitors since the news 
about Bambi started getting around.
     “There's enough deer around, but you 
don't get to see them that close,” he 
said.  
     Nancy agreed, “It's just like going to 
the zoo.”
     While the Strate's dogs get jealous of 
Bambi, they don't pester their playmate.  
Early mornings the fawn even lays with 
the two dogs on the front steps waiting 
for something to eat.
     “If nobody gets out here early 
enough, she pounds on the door,” said 
Strate, adding that there are dents in the 
door to prove his story.
     Despite this mischievousness, Strate 
said that Bambi is welcome at their home 
indefiniely.
     “We're going to keep feeding it as 
long as it keeps coming around,” he said.
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Cards with Mom
On Monday, Dec. 
14,2016 Mass was 
held at St. Mary's 
in Sleepy Eye for 
the deceased 
members of the 
Mages Family.  
Those at mass, 
and breakfast and 
cards with Mom 
were L-R, Curt, 
Larry, Jermayne, 
Barb, Maggie, 
Mom, Nancy, 
Duane, and Linda 
behind the camera. 

Larry and Barb 
were the big 
winners that day, 
and Maggie was 
the good luck 
charm as she 
played different 
hand of cards with 
each group trying 
to learn the game, 
and they all won 
were  Maggie 
Played.

At the, Railway, for 
lunch with Debbie 
joining us.  L-R: 
Duane, Jermayne, 
Barb, Mom, Maggie, 
Debbie, Curt, Linda, 
Nancy and Larry.  
We had such a fun 
day, and look forward 
to Cards with Mom in 
Arizona, and again 
next spring.  The 
card shedule is 
printed on page 5 
with the Mass 
shedule.  
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A Traditional Mages Christmas - 2015
Ho Ho Ho and Merry Christmas to the Mages Family.   Thank you all for attending 
this year's celebration that was held on November 28, 2015 at the Cosmos 
Legion.   About 115 to 120 were able to attend the party. The Northern Bunch 
hosted the celebration.  Duane and Jermayne and families,  John and Cindy and 
families  and Dean & Donna and Families.   As you entered the Legion, you were  
greeted at the door with homemade wine that John and Cindy made and bottles.   
Very tasty.  John greeted everyone at the entry with the traditional wine tasting ( a 
tradition that was started by Dad,  Alphonse, many years ago.) 
At the front of the party hall was a very large table all decorated for Christmas.  
This is where all the food was placed for the large pot luck dinner.   Including 
favorites like the turkey, gravy, potatoes and mom's traditional homemade 
dressing that we wait for each and every year.   Other favorite traditions of the 
meal are Jermayne's huge tube of homemade bread and Maggies Rice Krispie 
balls along with dishes and dishes of wonderful entrees and desserts.   All 
containers go home empty every year.  
We started our meal with a pray for the family members that couldn't be with us 
and those that are in heaven looking over us.  We also prayed that Joe , Linda 
and Betty were all alright after being in an accident just minutes before we ate.  
They were rear ended by a young gal as they were turning into the legion parking 
lot.   We missed not having them at the dinner but were very blessed to have 
them back from the emergency room for supper.   
While the  Nelson elves were in the kitchen doing dishes.  Jermayne and her 
gang setup a fun game for the young kids to play.  It was the "  Fill the Stocking 
with Beans" relay race.   Age 12 and under could partake in the event and they all 
seemed to be having a wonderful time.   Even little Logan, who is 2, understood 
the rules of the game quite well.   What a treat to watch the kids have so much 
fun.   After the game was over and the beans were swept up from the floor, 
Grandma Barbara came to the center of the party and helped pass out candy 
treats to all the little kids.   When all the kids had treats  - Grandma then 
presented everyone in the family with her new book and talked a little about the 
book.   "To Bechyn and Back" is the name and YES - Barbara Kodet Mages is 
now a published author.  Congratulations.   You are an amazing person…..  Last 
event of the program was a drawing for a christmas tree with decorations and 
lights for the college kids and Jack Mages was the winner   
The rest of the day was spend with everyone visiting and several of the great 
grandkids singing traditional christmas carols on stage.   Lots of talent in the 
family.  We enjoyed their music very much.    About 3:30 Linda, Joe, Betty and 
Duane (their driver to the emergency room and back) arrived at the xmas party.  
We were all so glad to see them back and ok.  Praise the Lord.   Supper was 
served shortly after and again we ate another great meal together.  
 Thank you all for being a very special part of this family.  We are blessed in so 
many ways.   Merry Christmas!     Love you.   The Northern Bunch             Page 9Page 9
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Mages Christmas in Photo

i

Laura Wolf sitting 
up the Christmas 
tree at the Cosmos 
American Legion

Duane with his tootsie roll for the 
party with Myla and Brady

John and Laura 
having a last minute 
conference with a 
beer

Dylan, Becca Wright and 
Samantha working hard Dylan and Becca 

Jermayne

Suzanne and Doug- the 
newly engaged couple

Grandma welcoming T.J. Roiger 
and Stacie

Rick, Adam and Samantha 
dishing up all the beautiful 

food
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Christmas 2015 in Photo Continued 

e

The family 
eating that 
wonderful meal.

Ashley, Scott, Jack, Stacie and T.J. Avery, Amanda, Riley, Alissa, Brianna, 
MiKayla and Bill

Kim, Nicole, Amanda, Trish, Sarah 
and Ashley

Kristen, Brandon, Michelle, Becca, 
Jessica, Bryant, Doug, Suzanne and 

Lewis

Rick, Larry, Mom, Arlene, Grace, Adam, 
Mary Kay, Martin and Anna

Kyle, Melanie, Ken, Nora, Logan, 
Stevie, Samantha, Ashley, Julia and 

Grant.

Ruby

Matt, Leo, 
Eddie, Monica, 
Kathy and Amy
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Mages Christmas 2015 in Photo Continued Again

Waiting to play the bean game

Evie

Martin on 
the truck 
and Adam 
playing the 
bean game

Upper Photo, Winners of the first race 
to fill the stocking. L-R: Ashley Wold, 
Autumn Butler, Ashley Mills, Adam 
Mages, Nora Mages and Kyle or Grant 
Mages

Lower Photo, Winners of the second 
race to fill the stocking, L-R: Brandon 
Schmitz, Brady Mages, Gabby Bemmels 
and Cameron Wagner.  

Brooke , John, Autumn, Jennifer and 
Alexandra
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Mages Christmas 2015 Continued

Great Grandma with the two year olds, 
Leo Mages, Alexandra Butler, Great 
Grandma and Logan Miller.

Great Grandma with the one year 
olds, Myla Miller, Everly Jensen, 
Great Grandma, Ruby Dammann, 
Avery Cook and Kim Dammann.

Scott, Mike and Steven

The big tractor race with Trevor Wilson, 
Martin Mages and Garrett Mills

Donna singing with the kids Steven singing with the kids
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Mages Christmas 2015  Memories
3-4 year olds with Great Grandma, 
Autumn Butler, Grandma, Martin Mages 
and Nora Mages

5-6 year olds with Great Grandma, 
Bella Bemmels, Grandma, Ashley 
Mills, Anna Mages and Samantha 
Mages

7-8 year olds with Great Grandma, Front row, Evie 
Mages, Grandma, Brooke Wolf, Garrett Mills, Trevor 
Wilson.  Back row Julia Mages and Cameron 
Wagner

9-10 year old. Front, Gabby Bemmels, 
Ashley Wolf. Row 2, Kyle Mages, 

Grandma, 
Grace 
Mages. 
Back row, 
Noah 
Mages, 
Grant 
Mages and 
Grandson 
Brandon 
Schmitz

Left photo, 11,12,13,and 14 year olds 
with Great Grandma, Front, Issac 
Wagner, Grandma and Brady Mages. 
Back, Josie Wagner, Brooke Butler, 
Luke Mages and Lauren Mages.

Right photo,15, 16, 17 and 18 year olds 
with Great Grandma.  Floor is B.J. Mages, 
sitting Nicole Goblirsch, Natalie Goblirsch, 
Grandma and Granddaughter Becca 
Schmitz.
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Newly Engaged Doug Pflaum and 
Suzanne Mages – daughter of Curt and 

Kathy
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Kaylee and I would like to announce that we got engaged on Friday, 
Dec 18th. We started the night off at Indy's Christmas at the Zoo 
where we saw a lot of light decorations and a dolphin show, our third 
year in a row there. After that, I took Kaylee to downtown Indianapolis 
where we had one of our first dates two years ago, by a large 
monument that had a Christmas tree displayed over it (you can see 
some of it in the background of the picture attached). It was a 
wonderful night and Kaylee did not suspect a thing until right before it 
happened!

Love,
Jake and Kaylee Soon-to-be-Fischer

Jake and Kaylee
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