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F E B R A R Y   2 0 1 6

Family
Reunion

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda

      This issue is dedicated to the memory of a wonderful 
husband, father, father in law, grandfather, son, brother, 
brother in law, uncle and great uncle, Duane. The top 
picture is of Duane's pickup with the license plate of 
“Mages-1”, he was so proud of. The bottom picture was 
taken on a trip to New York.   Our deepest sympathy to 
Duane's beautiful wife Jermayne, and to his children and 
their families.  Blessed be his memory. Duane you will 
be so missed.



Ed Mages Feb. 01
Lindsey Mages Feb. 03
Nancy Strate Feb. 12
Abigail Strand Feb. 12
Sarah Mills Feb. 16
Dylan Nelson Feb. 17
MiKayla Mages Feb. 21
Tony Schmitz Feb. 25
Brady Mages Feb. 27

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
January 21,22,23 & 24,2016- Men and Boys fishing at 
Emerald Hideaway.

February 18,19 & 20-2016-Snowmobiling in Danbury, 
Wisconsin.

March 2016- New baby for Jennifer and Adam Butler

April 2016- New baby for David and Jenny Fischer

April 2016- New baby for Joe and Imia Mages

May 2016- New baby for Julia and Alan Strand

May 12, 13 & 14- Woodbury Garage Sales.  If interested 
contact Kathy and Curt Mages.

July 30,2016-  Magesfest.    Helmut, Birgit and maybe 
Andi and Tobi are here from Germany.

September 10,2016- Kodet Family Reunion at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church, Bechyn, Mn.

September 24 & 25, 2016- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

November 19,2016-  Wedding of Suzanne Mages and 
Doug Pflaum.

November 2016-  Sister's Shopping to be held by Lisa 
Schmitz and then shop in New Ulm, Mn.  Exact date to 
be announced later in the year.

April 29,2017- Wedding of Jacob Fischer and Kaylee 
Cline  
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Oma Barbara!!!!!

A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

  February Birthdays
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With a second chance at life, Belgrade 
woman helps those affected by cancer

Published January 3, 2016 at 8:00 am

By Sheila McCoy
Staff Writer
sheila.mccoy@ecm-inc.com
Cindy Mages celebrates her second chance at life by paying it forward, helping and supporting those affected by 
cancer.
Cindy Mages celebrates her second chance at life by paying it forward, helping and supporting those affected by 
cancer.
For Cindy Mages of Belgrade Oct. 2, 2013, was an especially hard day to be at work. Working as a 
registered nurse at the Paynesville Hospital, she was called  to her doctor’s office during her shift. There, 
she was informed that the test results of her own mammogram showed that she had breast cancer.

Cindy said she then called her husband John to tell him. He wanted her to come home, but she had told 
him she couldn’t.

“I had to finish my 12-hour shift at the hospital. We were very busy, and I didn’t want to leave my co-
workers just like that,” she said.

Finding out the diagnosis was a surprise and a shock to both John and Cindy.

John said he had wanted them to tell people, but Cindy had been more reluctant, confident they could do 
it on their own.

“Not many knew I had cancer, other than family, neighbors John talked to, some of the nurses I work with 
and the doctors. I even started wearing wigs before I lost all my hair due to the chemotherapy. I just didn’t 
want them to know,” she said.

Cindy said that those who knew about her diagnosis commended her for being so strong, but were also 
surprised that she of all people would get cancer, because of her healthy eating habits.

“That just proves that anybody can get it,” she said.

Cindy recalls a wig incident, where her 3-year-old granddaughter accidentally pulled her wig off.

“At first, she got so scared, thinking she had pulled out my hair. Then, she realized it was a wig and asked 
me where my real hair was,” she said.

Cindy had to explain to her grandchildren on a level suitable for their age why she didn’t have any hair.

“Losing my hair was the hardest — even harder than to go through the surgery and the chemotherapy,” 
she said.

Since Cindy’s form of cancer was aggressive and fast-growing, the doctors moved fast and scheduled her 
for surgery Nov. 11, 2013.

“The night of the surgery, I crashed and deteriorated, but was able to pull through. I ended up spending 
two days in the critical care unit,” she said.

Throughout chemotherapy, Cindy said she lost a lot of blood, having a total of eight blood transfusions.

“Recovering from the surgery, I also pushed myself to get out of bed and move around to start healing,” 
she said.
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Cindy- Woman of the Month Continued
One year later, to celebrate being one year cancer free, Cindy said she and her daughter Bonita  
traveled to New York City, N.Y., to spend a few days there.

“We went to the NBC talk show ‘The Today Show.’ Bonita made me a sign that said ‘Cancer free, 
one year.’ Even though we were seated in the back, they must have seen it, because the 
producer came and asked me about it,” she said.

Cindy was also named ‘Fan of the Day’ at the “Today Show” and got to introduce an upcoming 
commercial.

“It was really cool that I got to announce that I had been cancer free for a year on national TV,” 
she said.

Although initially resistant to letting people know about her cancer diagnosis, Cindy said she is 
really glad that her husband did tell some of their friends and neighbors.

“I realized you can’t do it on your own. You need the support,” she said.

Cindy said she was overwhelmed by the fact that so many cared, even people they barely knew.

“Everyone was so great. The neighbors came over and helped John harvest. Normally I do that, 

but the year I got ill, I couldn’t. Then after the surgery, friends and neighbors brought food and 
visited. Just all the help made such a difference,” she said.

Cindy found her greatest support in her immediate family.

“I couldn’t have done it without them.  John and our four kids, Andy, Jennifer, Zachary and Bonita, 
were so great and immensely supportive,” she said.

Since then, Cindy continues working as a nurse at the Paynesville Hospital. She also provides 
support for others who are affected by cancer.

“My advice for those who are currently fighting cancer and for their loved ones, is to stay strong 
and be confident that you can beat it,” she said.

For her work in helping others diagnosed with cancer, the Peach has chosen Cindy as its 
“Woman of the Month.”
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Men's and Boy's Fishing, Snowmobiling, 
and Poker weekend January 21 - 24 at 

Emerald Hideaway.
It's always wonderful to see the Fathers and Sons, Nephews and Uncles, and a 
sprinkling of friends get together to shorten up winter with a little fun. With these cold 
temperatures, we have good ice on the lake. I will have our house on the lake 
already on Thursday the 21st , so if anyone wants to come that early, you are 
welcome. Friday is the day when most can make it and is also the night of our first 
Texas Hold'em tournament. There will be Texas Hold'em Tournaments at 8:PM both 
Friday and Saturday night. We should be able to do a some snowmobiling. If the 
trails aren't great, then I would suggest just following shorelines on Lake Elizabeth 
and nearby Lake Wagonga. Wagonga is huge, but has no houses on it, so would 
idea for some fun. I'm hoping to see a couple more inches of snow yet. Plenty of 
room for you to stay overnight, so come for a couple of days if you can. Bring a few 
snacks, if you can, bring food for meals as we will all eat together each moring and 
night, bring your own bottle. Everyone welcome. Bring a friend along if you'd like. I'm 
looking forward to seeing you all. Larry 

Duane and Jermayne enjoying wine on the Pontoon



SISTER’S WEEKEND HAD BEEN SCHEDULED FOR  2016!!
 
IT WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY,   SEPT.
 
24 & 25  AT EMMERALD HIDEAWAY .  IT IS BEING HOSTED
 
BY JERMAYNE AND HER GIRLS, AND NANCY AND HER
 
GIRLS. 
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Sister's Weekend Update

One of Duane and Jermayne's favorite 
things to do every May was garage 
saleing with Curt and Kathy and 
whoever else came that year.  They did 
this many many years. Lower picture is 
Curt in the left recliner, Duane in the 
right recliner with Ryan Wolf behind, and 
lots of their bargains.

Taken at Dad and Mom's 60th 
anniversary.  Duane and 
Jermayne singing to the 
crowd.

James, Steven, Grant, 
Kyle and Duane at a 
Twins game.

Woodbury Garage Sale.  L-R: Debbie, 
Jermayne, Duane, Curt and Ryan.  Back, 
Kristen, Laura, Suzanne, Michelle, Jacob, Julia 
and Alissa.
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Remember  When
     We lived at the Morton Farm and Virgil and Mary Mammen ,Jim and Lee lived 
down the road about 1/4 of a mile?  Jim  was a little older than Dan and Lee was 
the same age as Nancy. We used to visit back and forth-- even in winter --- 
walking on a beautiful night.  Our little boys loved to visit over there because they 
could play with all the farm toys.
     One day Virgil and Mary came home from town, and they heard this strange 
noise coming from upstairs.  They went up to check it out, and there was 3 year 
old Duane playing with the toys. He had walked over, the door was unlocked ( we 
never locked our doors back then) ,and he knew where the toys were.  Meanwhile 
we were looking for Duane.
     When Virgil and Mary brought him home.  Duane said afterward whenever 
Virgil saw him, he reminded him of that incident.  Virgil is now living in Olivia at 
assisted living. He  and Ihad birthdays close together. He was 10 years older than 
I was. 

  Which reminds me of another 3 year old that also took off to the neighbors when 
he saw they had a new tractor. We were going to church one Sunday morning in 
the spring. We could see a brand new John Deere tractor , all bright and shining in 
its green and yellow paint on Elmer Lochner's yard.
Later that afternoon we missed Mike and started looking for him.  He wasn't in the 
house, so we all headed outside to look for him . We were having no luck---- even 
checked out the  combine  tank in case he had been climbing.  Checked under the 
double corncrib as he had been known to follow the cats under there.    Then Inez 
Lochner drove into the yard, and said Mike was over there . She tried calling but 
no one was in the house to answer the phone. Mike had climbed into the cab of 
the new tractor and he wouldn't come out, even when she tried to give him some 
cookies.  So we went over to bring him home.  It seems he made A beeline for that 
tractor -- straight across the field.  Thank God for understanding
Neighbors!!! 

We love those 3 year old kids!!!!

Hugs all around---
 love, Mom , Grandma

Duane's love for 
tractors was with him 

always
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A limb has fallen from the family tree.
I keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me.
Remember the best times, the laughter, the song.
The good life I lived while I was strong.
Continue my heritage, I’m counting on you.
Keep smiling and surely the sun will shine through.
My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest.
Remembering all, how I truly was blessed.
Continue traditions, no matter how small.
Go on with your life, don’t worry about falls.
I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin.
Until the day comes when we’re together again.”  

Duane- August 03,1952-
December 28,2015
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Duane

Very top photo is Duane and Jermayne's family minus 
Myla who wasn't born yet, and Roger's wife LaCosta 
because they weren't married yet.  Left Middle is taken 
with Curt at 2015 harvest.  Right middle is Rick and 
Duane and their trucks having Mages  1 and 1 Mages 
license plates.  Lower left taken with Mom in Arizona, 
and lower right taken the day Mom and Dad moved to 
Sleepy Eye, Curt, Dan and Duane.
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Duane

Jeff and Duane during the 
2015 harvest with Duane's 
semis

Duane and 
Brady

Duane and 
Mom

Dad, Mom and Duane.  Looks like 
Duane was up to his tricks again. Duane and Jermayne love their 

Grandkids so much, and spent a lot of 
time with them.
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Duane

Precious

Canada fishing trip, L-R: 
Larry, Lonnie, Tom, John, 
Duane, Rick, Dan and Jeff
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Duane

September 27,1974
On vacation, 
Duane with his 
beard and 
Jermayne

Duane 
and 
Melanie

Duane 
loved to 
fish. Here 
he is 
cleaning his 
catch

Wherever  
Duane was so 
was his I pad

Duane 
and 
Laura
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Duane

Tribute from the 
Siblings and their 
families.

Duane was known 
for having Tootsie 
Rolls at the 
Mages functions.  
It was fitting that 
Jermayne and 
family had them at 
the wake and 
funeral.  To the 
right a picture of 
the farm yard.  
Duane was so 
proud of his 
windmill.
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Duane
Duane and Jermayne's children are Roger (LaCosta), James (Trish),  children Brady, Kyle, Grant 
and Stephanie, Laura (Ryan Wolf), children Ashley and Brooke, Ken (Trista), children Julia and Nora, 
Steven (Melanie) , Melanie (Stevie Miller), children Jasmine, Logan and Myla.  Paula and Doug are 
in heaven and welcomed Duane with open arms on December 28,2015.
Duane was born in Redwood Falls to Alphonse and Barbara (Kodet) Mages.  He married Jermayne 
Hartmann on September 27, 1974, in St. Wilibrord Catholic Church in Gibbon, Minn.  Duane worked 
as a Tractor Mechanic from 1970-1976 at Miller-Sellner Implement in Sleepy Eye.  Duane and 
Jermayne resided in Sleepy Eye, Mn. For two years after being married.  They moved to St. Martin, 
Mn, and started farming in 1976.  Duane sold off the dairy cows in the late 90's.  He started his own 
trucking service for the US Postal Service until 2007.  Duane continued to farm with his sons until 
present .  He loved Christmas lights all year round, playing cards, ice fishng especially spearing, 
spending time in his machine shed. He especially loved spending time with his grandchildren, 
dancing, and his family's singing and music.  He was a member of St. Martin Parish, Knights of 
Columbus, and St. Joseph's Society.  His generosity continues after his death as Duane was an 
organ donor, benefiting fifty other people.  

Left and right 
top photos 
Duane and 
Jermayne 
dancing at 
Mages 
Family Band 
Concert

Brooke, Ashley and 
Duane eating lunch in 
the  field.

Duane grilling at Mom's 81st birthday 
party.

Blessed be 
Duane's 
Memory.  We 
love you.
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Duane

Above 
photo is 
Duane 
with Julia 
and Nora. 
 Duane 
loved 
being a 
Grandpa

Duane in 
his 
combine  
harvesting 
2015

Logan in the 
combine with 
Duane

Duane 
loved 
playing 
cards. 
Brooke 
is 
helping

Doug and Duane 
with his truck

Duane 
and 
Dad

Duane 
and Joe
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Duane – Blessed Be His Memory

Top left photo L-R: Jeff, Mike, 
John, Larry, Dad, Tom, Rick, 
Duane, Curt and Dan at 
Magesfest by Hutchinson, 
Mn. Top right photo at the 
Mages Chistmas in Sleepy 
Eye in 2010  L-R: Rick, 
Duane, Linda, Dan, Curt and 
Mike. Back Larry, Stretch, 
Tom, Jeff and John.  We are 
all wearing one of Dad's 
bolos.  The photo to the right 
is Duane sitting by a tree in 
their front yard decorated with 
60 bottles of beer for Duane's 
60th birthday in 2012.  This 
was Larry's ingenious idea.

Keep in Mind
Gina and I will both be in 
Arizona when the next Family 
Reunion deadline hits, so the 
next issue will be late.  
Hopefully it will be ready 
shortly after Feb. 25th. 

As you can see I could go 
on and on with these 
pictures, but I don't want you 
all to have to take a loan out 
for ink to print this off.  Linda



Page 17

Crisis Notification Tree

Our crisis notification tree has not been 
updated since 2004, and I found out with 
our last crisis that it is very out of date.  I 
have placed a copy of this on my 
refrigerator and in my purse, and I wrote 
in everyone’s cell phone numbers by 
their name.  Go to Curt's address and 
phone update from December 2015 for 
this information.

Linda's Contact numbers    
507-388-2248  home
507-340-3187  Linda's cell
507-340-4305  Joe's cell

Linda call's
Mom
Debbie
Nancy
Donna
Dan

Donna call's
John
Jermayne

Debbie call's
Rick
Mike
Lisa

Dan Call's
Curt
Tom
Larry

Nancy call's
Jeff
Barb
Betty
If any changes are needed
Please let me know as soon
As possible.  Thank you   Linda

Duane far right with L-R: Rick, 
Roger, Joe, Ron, Dan and Duane.

L-R: John, Duane, Larry, Dan, 
Rick and Jeff 

Top right photo with Rick 
and Jane in their 
younger days.  Photo 
below is Duane with his 
apron and beard hosting 
Mages Christmas 
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Mom and Dad's 35th Wedding Anniversary 1981
Nancy gave me this questionnaire which she found when she was downsizing some of 
her paper work.  The Minnesota Twins were in the World Series for baseball which 
they won, so we were all watching this on a TV provided by the Orchid Inn in Sleepy 
Eye, Mn.  Dad, Mom and all us siblings and our spouses were present.  These 
questions were all asked of Dad and Mom. 1-16 pertained to them. 17-34 was guess 
what kid this question belonged too.  
1. Who 's got an anniversary the 29tho of October?
2. Who's been married the longest?
3. Who has the most kids?
4. Who has the oldest child here?
5. Who here has a birth date of January 06,1928?
6. Who here has a birth date of May 29,1929?
7. Who here has a farm called, “Golden Acres”?
8. Who here drives a dark wine colored car with wood grain?
9. Who here was married at the youngest age?
10. Who here has had twins born to them?
11. Who lives 10 miles N.E. Of Sleepy Eye, Mn.
12. Who has a big big red brick house?
13. Who has a three car garage?
14. Who has the most silos on the farm?
15. Who here are Grandparents?
16. Who here has a blue ford with a white topper?
17. Who here has a kid who played superman, and jumped off the pump house?Larry
18. Who here has a kid that at 5 years old drove the tractor around the mile, and 
couldn't reach the brake to stop it? Rick
19. Who here has girls that walked over to the neighbors in their pj's to steal horses? 
Barb and Betty.
20. Who here has a daughter that couldn't be found, and when Dad drove the car out 
of the garage she was laying underneath it. Linda
21. Who here has a son that cut down the newly planted poplar trees for fishing poles? 
Dan
22. Who here has a son that started a fire in the upstairs bedroom?  Mike
23. Who here has a son that could say the fastest rosary in the corner?  Jeff
24. Who here has a son that shook the baby cribs apart? Duane
25. Who here has a son that backed out of the garage without opening the door? John
26. Who here has a son that thought a tree jumped in front of his car? Tom
27, Who here has a son that made his grand entrance through the kitchen ceiling? 
Duane
28. Who here has a daughter that when given thing to do said, “ What do you think I 
am black?” Lisa
29. Who here has a daughter that got stuck in the mud looking for peas in the garden 
before it was planted? Donna
30. Who here has a daughter that made rice krispie bars that you had to chisel out of    
                      the pan, and the dog won't eat them? Nancy
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Anniversary Continued
31. Who has a son that can start a motorcycle with a nail after the cops take away the 
key because he's too young to drive? Curt
32. Who has a daughter that had oil so hot in the fry pan that she started a fire, and 
tried to put it out with water, and scorched the kitchen ceiling? Barb
33. Who has a daughter that had two guys call for her at 10:30 pm, and when they left 
had to push their cars out of the driveway because the reverse on their cars didn't 
work?  Debbie
34. Who wanted to drag race a train? Lisa

Anybody wanting to go snowmobiling,The Dates are February 18,19, and 20 th, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday come home in the  afternoon. Staying in 
Brainerd,  and staying at 8th the Fairway town home. Grandview  Lodge.  So 
lets go have some fun. Let me know if this works out for you.    Mike  

Snowmobiling in Brainerd, Minnesota

Mike Mages
Masonry Superintendent 
Rice Lake Construction Group
763-229-3235 (Cell)
218-546-7016 (Fax) 

Right 
photo, 
Mom, 
Duane, 
Jermayne 
and Barb 
in Arizona.
Left is 
Duane 
and 
Jermayne 
with Julia  

Left, Cousins Ron and Diane 
Mages with Duane and Mom 
in Arizona.  Duane and Ron 
had a special relationship. 
They were cousins but loved 
each other like brothers.   
Right is Melanie Ann, 
Steven's Melanie with Duane

Jacob Fischer & Kaylee Cline wedding April 29, 2017. Event 
held close toIndianapolis Indiana. Looking into bus trip out for 
everyone. Possiblytour race-track and researching fun 
weekend plans. More details to come.

Jacob and Kaylee
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Thank You Jermayne- For Taking Such Good Care of Our Brother

James, Duane, Jermayne Ken, Melanie, Laura, Steven & Roger

Duane caring for his combine

Magesfest 
celebrating 
their 
anniversary

Duane 
presenting 
Mom with her 
birthday 
present from 
the siblings

Top right Duane 
and Jermayne 
front. 2nd row L-
R: Ryan Wolf, 
Doug, Ken, 
Steven, Roger.
3rd row L-R:, 
Laura, Melanie, 
Trista, Trish, 
Brady and 
James.

Duane at the lake cleaning with his smile
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