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J U L Y  2016

Family
Reunion

     
     We wish each and everyone of you a happy, 
funfilled, and safe 4th of July.  Remember to thank 
a solider, or veteran for your freedom to celebrate 
the day. Thank you Dan, Betty, Rick, Joe, Chuck, 
Jory, Aaron, Rob, Sandy, Teri, Roger and Zach.  
May God Bless You.

God's blessings to all.  Love, Linda



Brennen Rath July 01
Gina Andersen July 02
Dawn Plath July 04
Josephine Wagner July 05
Cameron Wagner July 06
Avery Cook July 11
Luke Mages July 15
Logan Miller July 16
Lisa Schmitz July 18
Adam Butler July 19
Jasmine Miller July 20
Kristen Mages July 22
Jane Mages July 23
Martin Mages July 23
Nolan Gall July 29

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
June 25, 2016- 90th birthday party for Martha Serbus, 
Franklin Park, Franklin, Mn.
July 2016- New baby for Aaron and Erica Mages
July 10,2016-Mages Family Band, Town and Country Days, 
Winthrop Park, Winthrop, Mn. 4pm-7pm.
July 16, 2016- Mages Family Band, Gibbon Fireman 125th 
Anniversary,  Gibbon Park,  Gibbon, Mn. 3pm-5pm.
July 17,2016-Bernadotte Lutheran Church Service, 
Bernadotte, Mn. 11am.
July 28, 2016-Black Diamonds- Allison Park, Sleepy Eye, 
Mn. Party in the Park. 5pm-8:30 pm.
July 30,2016- Mages Family Band and The Black Diamonds- 
Mages Fest, Sportsman's Park,  Sleepy Eye, Mn.   Private
 July 30,2016-  Magesfest.    Helmut, Birgit and maybe Andi 
and Tobi are here from Germany.
August 08, 2016, Monday, Mages Family Band Concert in 
German Park, New Ulm, Mn.
August 14, 2016-Mages Family Band, St. Gregory Church 
Festival, LaFayette, Mn. 1pm-4pm.
August 19, 2016-Black Diamonds, Allison Park, Sleepy Eye, 
Mn. Buttered Corn Days. 5pm-7:15pm. 
August 27,2016-Mages Family Band, LaFayette Lions Corn-
Hog Roast, LaFayette, Mn. 5:30pm-6:30pm.
September 10,2016- Mages Family Band, Kodet Fest Family 
Reunion, St.Mary's Catholic Church, Bechyn, Mn.  1pm-
2pm. Private.
September 10,2016- Kodet Family Reunion at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church, Bechyn, Mn.
September 17,2016-Mages Famiy Band, St. Anne's Catholic 
School, LeSueur, Mn. 5 pm outdoor Mass.
September 24 & 25, 2016- Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.
October 09,2016- Bridal Shower for Suzanne Mages, at Curt 
and Kathy's home in Hastings, Mn.
October 15, 2016-Kodet Sister's Day, Morton Senior Citizens 
 Center, Morton, Mn. 9 o'clock am.
November 19,2016-  Wedding of Suzanne Mages and Doug 
Pflaum.
November 04 & 05, 2016-  Sister's Shopping to be held by 
Lisa Schmitz and then shop in New Ulm, Mn.  
April 29,2017- Wedding of Jacob Fischer and Kaylee Cline  
June 10,2017- Wedding of Zachary Mages and Brittany 
House.
February 2018-Sister's week in Florida with Betty.
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  
From Oma Barbara!!!!!
A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

July Birthdays
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July Anniversaries
Rick and Jane Mages
July 17 43 years

Larry and Debbie Fischer
July 11 35 years

Dean and Donna Nelson
July 28 32 years

Curt and Kathy Mages
July 12 30 years

Mike and Amy Mages
July 29 27 years

Shane and Becky Wilson
July 18 24 years

Jeremy and Kari Mages
July 15 16 years

Aaron and Erica Mages
July 23 11 years

Alan and Julia Strand

July 06 10 years

Rob and JoEdna Mages
July 05 08 years

David and Samantha Nelson
July 27 04 years

John and Amanda Cook
July 13 03 years

T.J. And Madeline Ibberson
July 11 01 year

On Sunday, October 9th at 
2pm at Kathy and Curt's  
house in Hastings for 
Suzanne's bridal shower!  

We are actually excited to 
have it at our house! I will get 
back to you on a few more 
details on that shortly, but I 
just wanted to get the date in 
the newsletter. Kathy

Suzanne's Bridal Shower

Suzanne and Doug
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REMEMBER WHEN by Mom

  That storm the other day brought back some memories of past storms.  I 
remember back in 1997 when the storm took out 11 huge trees behind our house 
in New Ulm. The trees were pushed up against the big picture window. That didn't 
break, but the side windows broke, and branches hit the TV . Glass all over the 
carpet!! The upstairs windows were also broken..
     Alphonse had been up at K Mart and he was trying to get home.  When it  
hailed he stopped under a tree at the college for a while.  Lot of trees were down 
on Summit Ave. so he drove around them , sometimes on a lawn.  He finally 
made it home and I was so glad to see him .  I had gone down the basement 
when I heard glass breaking.

  Damage all over town! The cemetery  had many many trees down,  businesses 
closed for the day while they checked out their damage.  Tom and Jeremy came 
over first.  Jeremy worked at Potter's John Deere. and he went back to get a 
tractor and loader.  Soon other family came to help, and they all brought chain 
saws.  It took a few days.  They piled up the big logs, and later the Courtland Saw 
Mill came to get them,and we had the Tree service take out the stumps-- had dirt 
hauled in and reseeded the lawn.  They said it was a straight- line wind.

  Hail also fell -- the roof was re shingled after that.  Jeff  bought out the shingles 
in the big truck, and Mike was able to bring the fork- lift from Heyman's.  So we 
had quite a crew for shingling.  Do I remember correctly that they used the big 
chimney as a bar?????

  The wind the other day took down some trees but none on my lawn.  The chairs 
on my deck were doing the polka before they finally tipped over. I was glad they 
didn't hit the glass door.  I was in the basement before the sirens went off. I knew 
that Deb and Donna were going to set up for music at the Hospital 75 th  birthday 
Party. It was scheduled to be in Allison Park, but everything was set up in the 
Hockey Arena.  Mikayla was in charge of that event, and she had listened to the 
forecast.  When Dean  and Donna arrived just as the sirens were going off, they 
had to take refuge in the locker room with other people. Deb said she was ready 
to start out when she saw the storm coming , so she decided to wait it out.  After 
the storm, the party was a huge success.i

  We  only got about an inch of rain as the storm passed.  Mankato really got 
soaked with anywhere  from 4 1/2 " to 7 " of rain.

Love to all,

Mom/ Grandma
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Thank You
 My birthday has come and gone, but what remains are wonderful memories.
What a lovely location to meet at  Lake Elizabeth!!!  To do some fishing off the 
pontoon.
Enjoyed being the "netter". And helping land the big ones.  The fish fry was 
delicious. I enjoyed going to Mass at St.Phillip's in Litchfield, and enjoyed their 
fabulous choir.
I loved every minute of my party-- blowing out the candles -- opening my gifts. 
I enjoyed all the hugs -- all the laughter--enjoyed holding Baby  Elizabeth.. 
Thank you, thank you . Thank you for everything.!!!!
My heart is so full of love for all of you.  Hugs all around.
Thank God  for all His Blessings.
Mom

Mom/ Grandma

Scott Mages Graduated from South 
Dakota State University in Brookings 
South Dakota Saturday May 7, 2016 with 
a bachelors degree in Agriculture 
Science and a minor degree in 
Agronomy.  We are proud of you Scott!  
Mom and Dad and Stacie

Scott Mages 
Graduates from South 
Dakota State 
University in 
Brookings. 
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ATV Adventure
     We had a great ATV outing near Hill City, MN.  Attendees included Joe, Dan, Curt, 
Dennis Fromm and his son Carter, Chuck Schewe, and Steve Ibberson.  Joe, Dan, 
and Dennis did a great job guiding our group, as I don't think we missed a mud hole in 
the whole county.  Attached are some photos. Curt.

L-R:Dennis, Joe, Dan, Carter, Steve and Chuck

Curt

Dan
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ATV Adventure Continued in Photo
4-wheelers, L-R: Dennis, 
Joe, Steve, Curt, Dan, 
Carter and Chuck.  

Photo below is Carter 
pulling a stuck Steve 
Ibberson out of a mud 
hole.

Lower left photo is 
Joe and Dan.  

Lower right photo is 
Dennis and Carter 
Fromm
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Save the Date

Mom's Book Signing at Fairfax, Minnesota Library, June 15,2016
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Book Signing at the Fairfax Library
     On Wednesday, June 15,2016 Joe 
and Linda Gall and Lisa Schmitz 
accompanied Mom to Fairfax, Minnesota, 
for a book signing at the library.  We met 
by a very kind and helpful staff, Jola 
Johnson, Darlene Sell and Caroline 
Black.  They had a table all set up with a 
picture of Mom and her book, and a 
bouquet of flowers.  Mom brought some 
of her own props also like the two 
banners given to her by Larry and Matt 
Mages' families, a stand for her book, 
and the beautiful bouquet made by 
Sharon given to her at her 85th birthday 
celebration.   Mom was introduced to the 
crowd of 35 people, and she did her 
presentation with a question and answer 
session to follow, which lasted about an 
hour.  Mom did a very beautiful job, and 
we were so glad we got to be there.  
Debbie Fischer and Larry Mages were 
there also, and spent their birthdays with 
us.  A special surprise was that Mom's 
sister in law, Jean, and her daughter, 
Joyce Demming, and Granddaughter, 
Dana Devorak where present.  Jean was 
married to Mom's brother, Ed, and he 
died when he was 35 years old.  As we 
were leaving Fairfax we saw the marquee 
by the community center with Mom's 
name on it, so Lisa jumped out of our car, 
and took a picture of it.  It was such an 
enjoyable evening, and we were so proud 
of Mom.   Linda  

Mom visiting with Caroline Black, 
the lady who introduced Mom to 

the crowd.

Some 
of the 
crowd 
at the 
library
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Book Signing Continued

Mom and her sister, Martha Serbus

Joyce Demming and her Mother, Jean

Mom giving her presentation 
with Debbie and Linda looking 

on

Mom being introduced by 
Caroline Black

Mom 
autographing 
a book for a 
lady in the 

crowd.

Faith Bock, Darlene Sell, Mom 
and Martha Serbus
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Book Signing Continued in Photo

Above photo is Joyce Demming and Mom, 
Jean at the front far right.  Photo top right is 
the ,”Bookends,” Lisa and Linda with Mom. 
Photo to the right is Joyce, Jean, Dana and 
Mom. Below photo is the children in 
attendance with Mom is L-R: Lisa, Linda, 
Debbie and Larry.

h
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Remember When:   Ballrooms

               Everyone my age feels that the younger crowd today is missing out on one 
of the most fun places to go on a date or meet your friends, the ballrooms. Nearly 
every town had one in the 1960s and 70s when we grew up, even tiny little towns. For 
us the most visited were the Orchid Inn in Sleepy Eye, The Gibbon Ballroom in 
Gibbon, George’s in New Ulm, but there were many more that we got to on fewer 
occasions. The dances always started at 9:PM and went until you got kicked out, 
about 1:20 or so. Most of the time it was an old time Polka and Waltz band but there 
were a few Country bands. There were over 40 bands just in New Ulm at one time. 
Roger Kodet and The Cards of Redwood Falls was my favorite because we were 
related. Later they would play for our wedding dance. These were the days when you 
got your money’s worth out of a suit. Every man wore a suit and all the girls wore 
dresses. Everyone was looking there best. Blue jeans were something you wore for 
chores. You would never consider wearing something so informal to something as 
special as a dance. The dry cleaning business must have really been booming in 
those days. I remember Mom taking suits to the dry cleaners quite often.

               Duane and I always had a bet on which one of us could dance with the 
fattest lady during the “circle two”. During the “circle two” you switched partners many 
times and lots of times everybody would fight over the pretty young girls, but not 
Duane and I, we would leave a pretty little thing standing there, just to grab a big old 
German Kraut woman and dance away having a wonderful time. There were times 
when I’m sure we danced every dance that night. During intermissions we’d roam 
from booth to booth visiting, people would give you drinks. It seemed there was never 
a lack of drinks, which of course, was the main reason the laws eventually got so 
tough that most ballrooms went out of business. Before schools were consolidated 
and before kids played ball all summer long with neighboring town kids, there were 
quite the rivalries between towns. With a little booze in you, pretty soon someone was 
picking a fight. There were always a fight or two at every dance. Of course, we were 
never involved.

               Before you left the dance, you wanted to be sure and make a booth 
reservation for a future dance to be sure you had a place to sit when you came to the 
next dance. Lots of times you used the same booth over and over, so it got to where 
you knew where to look for your friends. The ballroom was the place to be. Everybody 
was there. You talked about it all week. Which dance are you going to? Many of us 
met our future spouses at ballrooms. Music and dancing seemed to break the ice for 
couples to dance together. To get to know each other. It was just a wonderful way to 
meet that pretty girl. Restaurants stayed open to catch that hungry crowd on their way 
home, so lots of times it would be pretty late before you got home. We always had to 
get up early to milk the cows and do chores though, so some nights we didn’t get a 
lot of sleep. I don’t remember being tired but I do remember how fun those ballrooms 
were. We never would have guessed that someday they would fade to merely     
memories…………………. Larry        
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Cards With Mom
Friday, June 10th Hand and 
Foot was played at Mom's 
house.  First we went to 
Mass at St. Mary's for all the 
deceased members of the 
Alphonse Mages family, 
followed by breakfast at 
Moms.  Those who attended 
were Brandon Schmitz, 
Mom, Debbie Fischer and 
Linda Gall.  Lunch was at 
the Railway at noon. 

In March, 2016, Mystique Deegan 
played Buddy Holly's wife in the music 
production of the, “Buddy Holly Story,”  
The beginning of June Mysti Lynn was 
presented with, “The Best Actress 
Award for 2016,” for her role in the 
play.  Congratulations Mysti Lynn.  
Those of us who saw the play 
absolutely loved it, and we are looking 
forward to more plays.  Linda
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More Book Signing Photos

Faith Bock, a friend of 
Mom's sister, Martha, won 
a signed book from Mom as 
the door prize given by the 
library.

Mom entering the library

Lisa and Joe unloading supplies

Photo to the right is Larry talking a 
little while at Mom's book signing. 
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