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D E C E M B E R  2016     
   Wow!!!  What a busy month again.  Two beautiful 
weddings this month.  Congratulations to Josh and 
Chrissy and Doug and Suzanne, and their parents for 
bringing up such wonderful children.  We all enjoyed 
the weddings so much.
     Mom's book signing at the Sleepy Eye Historical 
Society Banquet was attended by all of us children.  
We were all so proud of her.
     Mages Family Christmas is this Saturday, 
November 26 at noon at St. Mary's church basement 
in Sleepy Eye.  Hope to see you all there.
     The floral pictures are from Chrissy and Josh's 
wedding.
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God's Blessings to all, Linda



Sarah Mages Dec 01
Scott Mages Dec 05
Rick Mages``` Dec 05
Garrett Mills Dec 06
David Nelson Dec 07
Linda Gall Dec 10
Erica Mages Dec 11
Jeff Mages Dec 13
Rob Mages Dec 17
John Cook Dec 20
Adam Bemmels Dec 21
Brooke Wolf Dec 25
Alexandra Butler Dec 25
Dan Mages Dec 26
Amanda Cook Dec 28
Alissa Fischer Dec 28
Theresa Wagner Dec 30
Jory Mages Dec 31

News Deadline
20th of each month.

Send articles and photos 
to Linda

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

Coming Events
November 26, 2016-Mages Family Christmas at St. 
Mary's  Catholic Church basement in Sleepy Eye, 
Minnesota
December 10,2016-Johnny Cash Christmas Party 
by Jory in Owatonna, Mn.
December 27, 2016-Bridal shower for Kaylee Cline 
and Jacob Fischer.
February 3,4 & 5,2017- Men's Fishing and Cards at 
Emerald Hideaway.
March 28, 2017- New baby due for Amanda and 
John Cook. 
April 29,2017- Wedding of Jacob Fischer and 
Kaylee Cline. 
June 10,2017- Wedding of Zachary Mages and 
Brittany House.
July 15, 2017-Mikayla Mages and Billy Brueggeman 
wedding.
July 22, 2017- Mages Fest hosted by the Dean and 
Donna Nelson family at Jermayne Mages' barn in 
Paynesville, Mn.
September 16, 2017- Stacie Mages and T.J. Roiger 
wedding.
September 23 & 24,2017- Sister's Weekend 
Emerald Hideaway.
February 2018-Sister's week in Florida with Betty.
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A Special Hello to my  
Grandson Tobi Mages  From 
Oma Barbara!!!!!
A special hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi, and Tobi

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries
Ed and Monica Mages

Dec. 10       21 years

James and Trish Mages

Dec. 14       14 years

Adam and Jennifer Butler

Dec. 05       07 years

Roger and LaCosta Mages

Dec. 10       01 year

New Address

John & Amanda Cook
814 3rd Ave SE
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
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Remember When by Mom

    A little at a timeis the way the harvest goes sometimes.  If the soil dries one more 
day maybe I won't get stuck tomorrow.  OH OH! Looks like rain again.  Reminds me of 
the year 1968.  There was a bumper crop out there, but the problem was to harvest it.  
     The beginning of September Alphonse started chopping corn to open the big corn 
field.  He and the boys were able to put five doors of silage in the upright silo.  
Alphonse had a conversation with neighbor, Etelbert Schmid, near the field, and they 
talked about the corn being too green, but just getting the field open.  
     Then it started to rain.  It rained all of September, October and November.  Crops 
were standing in water in places.
     Soon the silage was going to run out, feed for the  dairy cows and steers.  Alphonse 
worried how to get feed.  Every day he'd go out in the field with tthe silage chopper, get 
part of a load and get stuck.  We had gotten a new John Deere tractor that fall, I 
believe it was a 4020.  He asked Bruggeman dealers to order a set of half tracks for 
the back wheels.  They said that would cancel the quarantee, “Do it anyway.” Dad said. 
That worked for awhile, but not good enough- still getting stuck.  
     One Sunday he saw an ad in the Sunday paper that an army Cat was for sale by 
the cities.  We had to check it out.  We bought it.  Now to do a little remodeling on it.  It 
had no power take-off, so he checked out used machinery dealers, and found one by 
Willmar where they had what he needed.  Also got needed parts to add a road gear to 
the Cat.  In between times getting stuck he was working on getting the Cat into tip top 
condition.  
     Then he hooked the power take-off to the silage chopper and HALLELULIA, he was 
able to get around in the field, and get a full load of silage.  This went on for a couple 
of weeks until he had a SET BACK.  One of the tracks broke-NOW WHAT???  
Alphonse called the place in the cities where he bought the Cat, and they had a track 
replacement, so to the cities to buy that track.  It took strength and determination, but 
they got the new track on the Cat, and it was ready to go again.  
     Everyone said – won't get that cro out until it freezes solid, and that year November 
also was wet, and gloomy, and still no frost.  Dad pulled neighbors, Elmer Lochner and 
Buster Hertling out of wet spots they were stuck in with the Cat.  
     Dan was in the Air Force getting his training at Lackland Air Force base in Lackland, 
Texas.  Just before Dan went to Viet Nam he came home on leave the first of 
December, 1968.  It coincided with a Hard Freeze – finally cold weather.  Alphonse 
was working with the combine on the beans, but when Dan came home, he took over 
the combine, and Alphonse started with the corn picker.  Larry, Duane, Rick, John and 
Jeff, all the boys helped take care of unloading corn or beans.
     Everyone in the neighborhood was working hard trying to finish before it snowed.  
There was no tillage done that fall, but thankfully the crop was gathered.  That was the 
third week in December that neighbor girl, Lucille Lockner, Elmer and Inez's daughter, 
got married.  After the Orchid Inn reception we were invited to come to their farm, and 
when we went home that night the snowfall ended up with a blizzard.  Big snow banks 
the next morning.  No more harvesting if your crop was in the field.  It was a tense, 
stressful time.  Especially when there is a lot of livestock depending on their daily feed,
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Remember When Continued by Mom
And ultimately the support of your family depened on harvesting that crop.  The entire 
family pitched in to save that crop.  THANK GOD FOR YOUR BLESSINGS.
     The next spring many farmers were plowing the corn ground, but Alphonse hit the 
fields with the disc a couple of times, and beans did well growing up among the corn 
trash.  It was two years later that Alphonse entered the Minnesota Corn Growing 
contest, and received the top place for corn yield on non-irrigated acres.  It was the 
field south of the buildings.  The elevator man,and the corn seed man came out to help 
harvest right out of the field.  They figured out an acre, and picked it, and took it to 
town and got it weighed.  It weighed 187.61 bushels per acre was the yield.  Now you 
drive through with the combine, and the monitor tells you exactly what your yield is.  I 
rode around in the combine with Dan last year, and it was amazing.  The progress in 
farming, the beauty of the crops, the bushels in the semi truck is truly amazing.  Thank 
you Lord!!!
Hugs all around,
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

P.S. Maybe you wonder what happened to that Army Cat.  Alphonse traded it off on a 
new John Deere tractor the the John Deere dealer in Fairfax, Minnesota a few years 
later.

The Cat with 
Tom, Mike 
and Lisa 
sitting on it.

New baby due for John and Amanda 
Cook and Avery on March 28,2017.  
Congratulations
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MAGES FAMILY CHRISTMAS - 2016
 
You are invited to the 2016 Mages Family Christmas Celebration
Held at St. Mary's Church Social Room - Sleepy Eye, MN
Saturday, November 26th - Noon Potluck Dinner
4 pm supper  - (There is a 5:30 pm Mass in church that's optional to attend.)
 
Committee to supply:
Turkey, Potatoes, Gravy, & soup/crackers, Juice, Coffee, Plates, Cups, Utensils, 
Napkins
Please bring a dish or two to share for the potluck. Enough to feed your family. 
BYOB
 
Optional Extended Family Fun:  Attend the Sleepy Eye Holiday Lights In Motion
Held from 5-10 pm in Sportsman's Park (same park we had MagesFest 2016) This 
specific evening "Mages Land Co & Auction Service" just so happens to be 
sponsoring the Free Horse & Trolley rides for the public.
Drive through the park with your family warm in your car. Come enjoy the many 
thousands of lights lit-up & dancing to music from your vehicle radio. Pack your 
warm coat, hats & mittens, blankets and ride on the "Horse Team pulling a special 
Christmas Trolley". The trolley holds 30 people per 20 min ride. We can sign up 
early for 15 reservations every half hour, the other 15 will be walk-ons in waiting 
order. Call Deb Fischer soon @ 507-240-0546, if wish to reserve a time slot. While 
waiting for your turn to ride the trolley- roast marshmallows near the campfire in the 
park. There will also be a community fundraiser concession stand. 
 
2016 Committee:
Dan & Arlene, Rick & Jane, Stretch & Deb, Mike & Amy and our families
God Bless you during this precious Holy Season of our Savior's Birth!
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Beautiful Grace
This photo is showing Grace 
daughter of Greg and Mary Kay 
Mages so helpfully carrying gifts 
from the shower room to the 
living room of Curt, Kathy and 
Suzanne Mages' home.  I asked 
Grace and Mary Kay if I could 
put ths picture in last months 
Family Reunion and with all the 
photos I overlooked it.  Sorry 
Grace, you were a very good 
helper.  Linda

Sister's Weekend 
2017

Sister's Weekend 2017 
will be held at Emerald 
Hideaway with Mom and 
Linda as hostesses.  
Please mark your 
calendars.  September 
23 and 24, 2017

Mages Fest 
2017

This year Mages Fest 
will be held July 22, 
2017 with the Dean 
and Donna Nelson 
family as hosts.  
Jermayne has 
graciously offered her 
barn for the 
celebration.  Please 
mark your calendars.

Bridal Shower Invitation 
for Kaylee  and Jacob

Men's Weekend
Mark your calendars for February 3, 4 & 5, 2017, as 
Men's Weekend will be held at Emerald Hideaway.
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Food for Kidz/ Stewart, MN:by Debbie Fischer

Thank you to everyone who came to the 13th annual Food for 
Kidz- of Stewart, MN packaging food event held at the Orchid Inn 
on Oct. 30. Thank you to family members who came to be 
packers, donated, and help to promote Food for Kidz. We 
appreciate the help and donations from our gracious family. 
Grandpa/dad Alphonse was so proud of this cause for children. 
He is smiling bigly for your participation in any way. This year we 
had a wonderful turn out of over 200 volunteers and we packaged 
70,000 meals for hungry children. 3,500 meals of Instant 
Cinnamon Oatmeal and Rice & Beans stayed in the Brown 
County area for distributing locally. In thanksgiving, we will 
continue to collect donations for this worthy cause. Please let 
either Rick & Deb know. Thanks again.

 

Those who worked at Food 4 Kidz are L-R; Back row – Betty, Alissa,Brianna, Lisa and 
Jenny.  Front row is Brandon, Mom and Linda.  Rick and Jane Mages along with 
Debbie Fischer chaired this 13th annual event. Brother Mike also helped.
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Food 4 Kidz Continued in Photo
Rick at the helm inspiring the 

workers
Mom front left, Mike and 

Lisa far right

LR: Rick, Mom, 
Debbie, Betty and 

Jane

Mike in the 
front left.  
Lisa back in 
the pink left 
side.  Linda 
sitting back 
left, Mom 
looking 
around the 
corner right 
side
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Mom's Christmas Gift Early

Mom's old Ipad wasn't working any more and couldn't be updated, so we children 
decided to get her a new one.  Dan and Arlene were instrumental in searching for a 
new Ipad.  Tim transferred what he could from Mom's old Ipad and set it up for her to 
use.  The Mages Family thank Dan, Arlene and Tim for making this happen.  

Dan, Mom and Tim

Sister's Shopping at Lisa Schmitz Home, 
November 4 & 5, 2016

     Lisa and her daughters hosted the annual Sister's Shopping at Lisa's home by 
Sleepy Eye.  Lisa, Amanda and Madeline served us all a delicious supper along with 
much laughter.  We later all went into the basement and played games, which we all 
enjoyed very much.  Later many of us stayed overnight after retiring at 2:30am.  Our 
abdomens were sore from laughing so much.  We woke at 6:30am to a wonderful 
breakfast.  We all then went to Amanda and John Cooks new home in Sleepy Eye for 
a tour.  Very beautiful home.  We then drove in a caravan to New Ulm as they had 
their craft and shopping day for ladies, as it was deer hunting season.  We walked 
though downtown New Ulm with the highlite being at Lambrechts were Sharon Mages 
works.  We then went to the school for more shopping and lunch at the new Perkins.  
Thank You Lisa, Amanda and Madeline for a wonderful weekend.  Linda
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Sister's Shopping in Photo 2016
Barb, Mom, Madeline, Lisa and Amanda

Decorated so 
beautiful

JaneJenny, Lisa, Debbie, Linda, Madeline, Elizabeth, 
Amanda, Donna, Barb and Mom

Barb, Jane, Linda, Donna, 
Stacie, Sharon and Maggie

Mom, Madeline, Jenny, 
Amanda. Alissa, Lisa, Jane, 
Barb, Donna, Avery  and 
Debbie
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Dr. Josh and Mrs. Christine Vander Hook  
November 12, 2016
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Josh and Chrissy Wedding in Photo

Josh and Chrissy among all the 
guests and sparklers

Chrissy and 
Brianna

Rob, 
Aaron 
and 
Jory
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Josh and Chrissy's Wedding in Photo 
Continued

Brianna, Amanda, Sarah, Chrissy, Emily, 
Sandy and Theresa

Rick and Chrissy

Chrissy dressed and 
ready to get married.

All in our hats, Mom, Maggie, Betty, Cindy, 
Arlene, Nancy and Linda

Rick, Emily, Larry, Amanda, Dan 
and John
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Vacation in California at Josh and Chrissy's 
 Wedding

     On Thursday, November 10th, Larry and Maggie, Mom and Betty, Nancy and Jerry, 
and I flew out together on Sun Country.  John and Cindy flew out on Delta, Dan and 
Arlene flew out on Mages Airlines and Sandy came too.  Amanda and Adam, Sarah 
and Chad, and Emily and Brennen got there a few hours ahead of us and Theresa and 
Randy flew out the day before.  The day of arrival Josh and Chrissy along with Rick 
and Jane hosted a welcoming supper at Chrissy and Josh's home in LA.  It took us 2 
hours to go 19 miles to their home at the top of a mountain in LA.  We all had a 
wonderful time with about 40 people there. 
     While there we went to the Santa Monica Pier, Hollywood's Walk of Fame, Josh's 
work place at Jet Propulsion Lab (NASA), the Ronald Reagan Museum and the J Paul 
Getty Villa just to name a few.  Amanda, Adam, Chad, Sarah, Theresa, Randy, Emily 
and Brennen rented a beautiful home which they were kind to invite us Aunts and 
Uncles and Grandma Barbara and Sandy to for supper.  Some enjoyed the hot tub and 
pool there.  What a nice evening.   Saturday we were all excited to attend Chrissy and 
Josh's wedding  at the top of a mountain in Malibu.  It was perfect.  We wish Chrissy 
and Josh all of God's blessings for all the years to come.  Sadly we eventually had to 
all go back to reality, and flew back to Minnesota, but we have Suzanne and Doug's 
wedding  November 19th so we are happy again.  Linda

At Josh and Chrissys, Maggie, Amanda, Emily, 
Cindy, Nancy, Theresa, Linda, Sarah, Betty and 
Mom

At the young peoples house 
Randy and Theresa grilling, 
Amanda, Emily and Sarah 
doing the rest
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Wedding Vacation in California
The hikers, Emily, Adam, 
Theresa, Randy, Sarah and 
Chad

Breakfast every morning at Ihop, Jerry, Nancy, 
Linda, Betty, Mom, Cindy, John, Maggie, Larry, 
Arlene and Dan

At the J Paul Getty Villa, John, Cindy, 
Nancy, Jerry, Mom, Linda, Betty and 
Maggie

Santa 
Monica 
Pier. 
Maggie, 
Betty, 
Sandy, 
Larry and 
 Mom

At the Ronald Reagan Museum by Air 
Force 1, Cindy, John, Mom, Maggie and 
Larry

Mission Control Room at JPL, NASA, 
Josh at far right.
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Sleepy Eye Historical Society Banquet with 
Guest Speaker Mom

     On Thursday night our Mother, Barbara Kodet Mages, was the guest speaker 
about her book, “To Bechyn and Back.” All of children were there as well as spouses, 
special friends, Grandkids and historical members approximately 60 people.  A 
delicious supper of pork chops, chessy potatoes, stuffing, peas, cole slaw and buns 
was served.  Mom's presentation was priceless with much humor injected.  She was 
well received by all.  Linda
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Book Presentation in Photo

All of the siblings at the presentation, L-R: Front row, Donna, Mom, Rick and Linda. 
Middle row, Barb, Lisa, Betty, Nancy, Debbie and Jermayne. Last row, Dan,Mike, 
John, Larry, Jeff, Tom and Curt.  Held at the Railway in Sleepy Eye. 

Only half of the 
room. Harold 
Lanz, Betty, 
Mike, Lisa, 
Jermayne, 
Debbie, John, 
Rick, 
Dean,Jerry, Jeff, 
LeAnn, Curt, 
Tony, Larry, 
Maggie, Gina 
and Joe.  2nd 
table, Connie, 
Natalie Brandon, 
Alissa, Brianna, 
Matt, Sarah. 
Back 2nd row, 
Nancy, Madeline 
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Sleepy Eye Historical Society Banquet in Photo

Editor of the book, Linda. 
Mom the author and Gina the 
publisher.

Mom was introduced by 
Lillian Stimpert.

L-R:,Matt, Jane, Rick, Dan, Arlene, Tom, Sharon, Jenny Boettger and Larry Helget
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The Family Reunion's Creators

Creators of the, “Family Reunion,” Linda Gall, Gina Andersen and Donna Nelson.  
Missing is Todd Andersen, who fixes all our computer problems as they arise.   Donna 
started the newsletter for our family and printed it monthly for seven years.  Linda and 
Gina took over and are entering their 13th year as of last months printing.  Doing the 
math we are entering our 20th year.  Wow!!!

Dan and Arlene flying 
back to Minnesota 

Photo on the bottom right is Amanda 
teaching Every to stick out her tongue at the 
wedding.
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Our Angels Who Entered Heaven in 
December

Duane – August 03, 1952-December 28, 
2015

Teresa – December 29,1979- 
December 29, 2012

Michael – July 31, 1972 – December 
24, 2009

Our hearts are heavy
We miss you so,
When you left
We also wanted to go.
Time doesn't take away the pain
If only we could see you again.
We know you are watching over us
This heavenly season,
That is our comfort
Because God is the reason.
Our love never leaves
No matter how many days go by
But we would never wish you away
From God's blessed home
Fly high, Fly high
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Mr. and Mrs. Douglas and Suzanne Pflaum – 
November 19, 2016
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Doug and Suzanne Continued
Dad, Curt, and Suzanne

Jermayne, Harold, Betty, Donna, John 
and Debbie

Suzanne and Doug 
leaving the church

Top photo is the 
wedding cake, and 
upper photo is 
Suzanne's bouquet

Lucky table 13 Maggie, Arlene, Dan, 
Larry, Jerry and Nancy
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Suzanne and Doug's Wedding in Photo
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Suzanne and Doug's Wedding in Photo Continued

Rick 
passed 
the barrel 
to Scott

Curt and Kathy 
share a kiss

Curt dancing with Mom

Rick, Scott, Mike, Jack and John

Amanda, Laura, Mikayla, Mom, Emily, Melanie 
Ann, Steven and Sarah

Stacie, Mysti, Kristin, Mikayla, Bonita, Melanie and 
Alissa

John 
F. 
Ferber 
Barn
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Some folks see farming as hard work, and it certainly is that. But John and Cindy 
Mages make it look like fun. We met the Mages at their place near Belgrade, 
Minnesota, for a custom farm photography shoot with the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (visit www.mncorn.org or follow the Minnesota Corn Growers on 
Facebook). Cindy greeted us with donuts. John was all smiles, offering to show us 
whatever we wanted to see. They began farming together as newlyweds, buying 
their first farming ground and a few hogs, all on their own, while Cindy was pregnant 
with the first of their four kids. John says farming is in his blood. “I grew up farming. I 
thought I’d try something else,” said John, “But when the chance came to get our 
own place I asked Cindy, ‘so whatcha think?’ She said ‘let’s do it!” They’ve been 
partners ever since. Cindy said, laughing, “My job is to come pull him out when he 
gets the tractor stuck.” Cindy was busy with four kids through the early years, but 
has since discovered she loves to run the combine during harvest. “John always told 
me how tough it was to combine, but it’s a pretty fun job. He was keeping that little 
secret to himself!” John just grins. In his book, farming is a way to share plans and 
dreams, and then work together to see those plans fulfilled. “Every year we start with 
open ground, we decide what to plant and how to manage it, and each day as the 
crop grows we see what we’ve accomplished,” said John, “At the end of the season, 
we hopefully see the results of that work. It’s very rewarding.” The Mages, like most 
all farmers, are committed to caring for the land and water under their management. 
They plant wide native grass buffer zones to help naturally filter water coming off the 
fields, and they use precision farming best-practices, which allows them to efficiently 
manage nutrients applied to the crops. This year, the Mages were honored by the 
state of Minnesota as a Water Quality Certified Farm. The love John and Cindy have 
for the farm shows in everything they do.

Minnesota Corn Growers Publication

This photo was taken at Lake George which is on their property
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