
A P R I L  2017

Gods Blessings to all, Love, Linda

     Joe and I and Gina and Todd want to wish all of 
you a very Happy Easter.  I hope all your Easter Egg 
Hunts are warm and dry.  
     Curt will be flying out to Arizona to bring Mom 
home, so it will be a happy day.  Thank you Curt for 
doing that, and Kathy for meeting them at the airport 
and bringing Mom to Sleepy Eye, and getting her 
house in order again.  Remember Cards with Mom 
starts with Mass at St. Mary's at 7:15 am on April 
18th.  Hope to see you all there.
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April Birthdays

Michelle Mages Apr 01
Carter Wilson Apr 01
Owen Rath Apr 02
Leo Mages Apr 04
Anna Mages Apr 06
Tj Ibberson Apr 06
Elizabeth Fischer Apr 07
McKenna Mages Apr 09
Edison Mages Apr 14
Natalie Goblirsch Apr 15
Josh Deegan Apr 19
LeAnn Mages Apr 22
Myla Miller Apr 22
Curt Mages Apr 24
Brynlee Rath Apr 25
Trish Mages Apr 25
Jermayne Mages Apr 26
Kevin Plath Apr 28

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages 
From Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi and Tobi

Coming Events
March-2017, New baby for Amanda and John Cook

March 24, 25, & 26, 2017- “Back to the 80's,” with 
Mystique Deegan at the Kato Ballroom in Mankato, Mn.

April 01,2017, Bridal Shower for Brittany House and Zach 
Mages 10am. Sportsmen's Den, Lake Henry, Mn.

April 29, 2017, Wedding of Jacob Fischer and Kaylee 
Cline in Columbus, Indiana.

May 11, 12 & 13, 2017-Woodbury Garage Sales.

May 20, 2017, Bridal Shower for Mikayla Mages and Billy 
Brueggman.  St. Mary's Social Room, Sleepy Eye, Mn.

May 29, 2017, Graduation Party for Nick Strate in Sleepy 
Eye at his home.

June 10, 2017, Wedding of Zachary Mages and Brittany 
House.

June-2017, Baby due for Steven and Melanie Mages.

July 15, 2017, Wedding of Mikayla Mages and Billy 
Brueggman in Sleepy Eye, Mn. St. Mary's.

July 22, 2017, Mages Fest hosted by Dean and Donna 
Nelson and Family at the Jermayne Mages Farm's barn in 
Paynesville, Mn.

August 12, 2017, Bridal Shower for Stacie Mages and Tj 
Roiger.

September 16, 2017, Wedding of Stacie Mages and Tj 
Roiger.

September 23 & 24, 2017, Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

November 25, 2017, Mages Christmas at Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in North Mankato, Mn.

February 2018, Sister's Week in Florida staying with 
Betty.

Cards With Mom
April 18, 2017, at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church Mass at 7:15 
am. Breakfast and cards at 
Mom's after.

Woodbury Garage Sales
May 11, 12 and 13, 2017.  All are welcome to Curt 
and Kathy's for this event.  Please let them know if 
you are in attendance or spending the night.  Kathy
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Mikayla and Billy 
Bridal Shower 

Invitation

April Anniversaries
Dan and Arlene Mages     Chad and Sarah Mills
April 16     47 years April 26     14 years

Tom and Sharon Mages Greg and Mary Kay Mages
April 30     29 years April 09     12 years

Ryan and Laura Wolf
April 27     15 years
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Remember When by Mom
     We decided to put new screening on the porches, decks, of our new home at Sleepy Eye.  
There was a porch on the east side, and one on the west side.  They both had wooden floors 
which we painted. They were built up about three or four feet with lumber, and supports for the 
roof above.  Alphonse went to Sleepy Eye Lumber, and bought enough screen for both 
porches.  There also was a screen door for each.
     They were a place of rest, and comfort.  The screens kept out the flies and mosquitos.  
There was a big trap door in the west porch which was another stairway to the basement.  It 
was used on moving day to carry boxes of canned goods into the basement,
     After a couple of years we decided to enclose the porch on the west side.  We put in a total 
of eight windows, and a storm door.  We put paneling on the new walls.  A vinyl linoleum was 
glued down on the floor.  We did the trap door separately so it was still usable. It was wired 
with many plug-ins.  Good to play the radio.  
     On the south side of the new porch we put a couch and chair.  Had a steel, and wood desk 
on the end by the windows.  Jeff had made that desk in Shop class at school.  It was the place 
where Donna put her Christmas tree every year.  She had bought a tree, lights and ornaments 
with her own money when shewas about eight or nine years old.  In the summertime I would 
bring my sewing machine out there, and put it in front of the windows.
     On the north side we had a freezer, a table and four chairs.  Somethng for a quick lunch or 
coffee out there.  We bought another freezer later on, a smaller one to hold all those broilers, 
chckens, we were selling.
     We hung curtains on the windows, and pictures on the walls, so it became a favorite place 
in the warm weather.  We could open the windows, and let the breeze blow through.
     On the outside we put siding that used a natural dark stain to paint it.  That had to be 
repainted after a couple of years.  Then new steps, and a sidewalk out front, and we were 
done with this project.  
     The porch on the east side was also a favorite spot.  We had a couch, and chair out there 
also.  A place for a quick nap  and or read a book.
     There was a vine growing up on the south, and south-east corner.  It shaded the porch 
from the hot sun.  One summer day there was a thunderstorm with lots of wind, and the wind 
had torn the vine down.  We told Alphonse, and the boys.  They brought the loader around, 
and were able to hang it back up.  We were planning on having a wedding reception at the 
farm after the Orchid Inn reception, so we wanted it looking good.  I think it was Deb's 
wedding.
     I have to tell you about a dream I had about that vine.  Anyway I was trying out a new hair 
style, and I would go to Shari's Beauty Shop in Sleepy Eye.  I would wash, and set my hair at 
home, and she would style it for me. So I had a mixed up dream that night about the wedding, 
the vine, and going to Shari's.  Shari had her salon at her home in her basement, and I went to 
have my hair done.  She was having some repair work done, and there were no steps, so I 
called, “Shari, how do I get down there?”  She called back, “take the vine, and swing DOWN.”  
I saw the vine, and I called, “BUT how do I get out?”  She said, “We'll figure it out.”
     I was telling Shari about this silly dream, and we both laughed so hard, she could hardly 
get my hair done.  Finally, I was ready to leave, and I jokingly said, “Shari, how do I get out of 
here.?”  Shari said, “Take the vine Tarzan.”  We both started laughing again.  We had quite a 
hoot that day!!!

Love to all, Hugs all around,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma 
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Hey Brianna,

Just wanted to say THANK YOU so much for all the school donations! Getting them there 
and distributed went even better than I expected - the teachers were soooo happy! I didn't 
realize that the school often got skipped for donations, so they were quite excited. Just to 
give you an idea, we started off at the school director/principal's office with the donations. 
We left part of it with her so she could distribute it and then took a large part of it and went 
from classroom to classroom distributing the supplies. We took a lot of the artsy stuff (felt, 
the eggs, glitter, clay, etc.) straight to the two art classrooms. We took the crayons/colors 
to the preschool, kindergarten and special needs classrooms and we took the folders to 
one of the high school classrooms. Surprisingly to me, the teachers went crazy over the 
stickers - I was able to give a couple sheets of them to each elementary school teacher. 
They loved them! 

Also, just to give you an idea of the lack of school supplies there compared to here. While 
we were in the principal's office, a child came and knocked on her door. The teacher had 
sent him to ask for a yellow marker, because they didn't have any in their classroom and 
needed it for a project. We were able to pull one out of the supplies you sent and give it to 
the kid - perfect timing! So that's how they do a lot of it - they keep calculators and things 
in short supply at the director's office and the kids come and borrow the supplies as 
needed. Pretty interesting.

Also, while we in the school, particularly the art room, the kids were preparing for carnaval 
and the Dominican Independence Day (which is today, Feb 27). If you look closely at the 
attached pic of the art room (the photo with the most people), you can see they're working 
on masks to celebrate the carnival - which is kind of like Brazilian carnaval. You could look 
up pictures online - it's a big deal!

Finally, I popped into the English classroom to drop off some supplies. When I walked in, 
the professor realized I was an English speaker, so he had me give an impromptu lesson 
to the class. They were learning about the difference between a "good" and "service" in 
English - so I gave some examples and then received a round of applause - didn't see that 
coming, haha!

Last couple things - I used half of the money you sent to cover the baggage costs and 
donated the other half directly to NPH. I told them to add it to the university fund. A lot of 
kids are starting university now (including my parents godson) and since the donation 
came from your school, I figured that would be a fitting cause.

And lastly, I ended up switching suitcases into two bigger ones and not using the two 
carry-on size ones that you sent. So I still have those and will get them back to you! I think 
my parents will be in Sleepy Eye at some point in March, so I'll probably have them bring 
them to your dad or something along those lines.

Again, thanks SOOO much for the support - this turned out really well! Let me know if you 
have any questions :)

Kristen

Thank You from the Dominican Republic and Kristin Mages 
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Thank You from the Dominican Republic to 
Brianna Jensen
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My mom brought the girls, and her self to the show for the first time 
and they all enjoyed the show and awards banquet. Ryan had two 
bear mounts represented and recieved 2 first place blue ribbons 
plus 3 additional awards from the banquet!  They were Walnut 
Creek choice award, and 2 best of categories, one for life size bear 
and then the other for game head mounts. Laura 

Annual Taxidermy Competition
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Taxidermy Competition Continued

Ashley and 
Brooke with 
their friends at 
the competition
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Nick Strate Graduation Party Invitation

Nicholas’ graduation party will be Monday, May 29th at our home 
– 25600 County Road 29, Sleepy Eye, MN from 2:00 – 5:00 pm.

                 Nick is the son of Brian and Michelle 
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Back To The 80's Dinner Theater
The last two weekends of March the Merely 
Players Community Theater presented a 
dinner play at the Kato Ballroom in 
Mankato.  Mystique Deegan played the 
part of a new girl in school, and the spring 
prom was coming at the end of the year, 
and they were all looking forward to it.  
Eileen, aka: Mystique was being sent by a  
secret admirer notes through out the year, 
and as it turns out they were from, 
“Michael” aka: Taylor.  Michael was only 
teasing Eileen, and hurt her badly at the 
end.    Those attending from our family 
were Gina, Todd, Josie Andersen, Erin 
Sudbeck, Josh was sick, Lisa Schmitz was 
also sick so we missed those two, Sandy 
Barlett, Gina and Todd's friend, Nick Gall, 
Greg and Mary Kay Mages, Tom and 
Sharon Mages, Larry and Maggie Mages, 
Nancy Strate and Jerry Schugel, Joe and 
Linda Gall.  All met at Joe and Linda's for 
lunch after the play.  Mystique and Taylor 
also came, so it made for a nice evening. 
Linda

Mystique



Back to the 80's Continued in Photo
Eileen reading another note from her 
secret admirer

L-R: Front, Greg, 
Mary Kay, Sharon, 
Linda, Joe, Nick, 
Maggie and 
Nancy.
Back row, Bill, 
friend dressed for 
the 80's, Gina, 
Josie, Mysti, Mark 
Deegan, Jerry 
Tom and Larry. 
Missing is Todd, 
Sandy, Deb, 
Mark's girl friend, 
Myra Hoffmann 
who is taking this 
picture, and a 
friend of Deb and 
Mark, and Erin 
who went home to 
take care of a sick 
Josh.

Mysti

The finally
The Kato Ballroom served Turkey, 
Augratin potatoes, green beans, rolls, 
dinner salad with cheesecake and coffee 
at the mid point break.  
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