
M A Y  2017

Gods Blessings to 
all, Love, Linda

    What a great day yesterday was as we had our 
first Cards with Mom day of the season.  We missed 
Mom while she was in Arizona, but glad she was 
there during the cold months.   What a wonderful 
turn out.  We were all pleasantly surprised as 
Debbie invited all of us to lunch at her new home.  
Beautiful house and great food.  Thanks Mom and 
Debbie for a memorable day.  Love you.
     The photos on this page are from Brittany and 
Zach's bridal shower.
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May Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages 
From Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our 
German cousins, Helmut, 
Birgit, Andi and Tobi

Coming Events
April 29, 2017, Wedding of Jacob Fischer and Kaylee 
Cline in Columbus, Indiana.

May 11, 12 & 13, 2017-Woodbury Garage Sales.

May 20, 2017, Bridal Shower for Mikayla Mages and Billy 
Bruggeman.  St. Mary's Social Room, Sleepy Eye, Mn.

May 29, 2017, Graduation Party for Nick Strate in Sleepy 
Eye at his home.

June 10, 2017, Wedding of Zachary Mages and Brittany 
House.

June 11, 12 &13, 2017- Forever Young at Emerald 
Hideaway.

June-2017, Baby due for Steven and Melanie Mages.

July 15, 2017, Wedding of Mikayla Mages and Billy 
Bruggeman in Sleepy Eye, Mn. St. Mary's.

July 22, 2017, Mages Fest hosted by Dean and Donna 
Nelson and Family at the Jermayne Mages Farm's barn in 
Paynesville, Mn.

August 07,2017-Mages Family Band, Music in the Park, 
German Park, New Ulm, Mn.

August 12, 2017, Bridal Shower for Stacie Mages and Tj 
Roiger.

September 16, 2017, Wedding of Stacie Mages and TJ 
Roiger., in New Ulm, Mn. St. Mary's Catholic Church.

September 23 & 24, 2017, Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

September 30, 2017- Kodet Sister's Day, Morton Senior 
Citizen Center. Morton, Mn.

November 25, 2017, Mages Christmas at Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in North Mankato, Mn.

February 2018, Sister's Week in Florida staying with 
Betty.

Doug Goblirsch          May 01
Amy Mages May 04
Kari Mages May 
Brody Strand May 06
Greg Mages May 07
Eric Plath May 08
Jeff Plath May 09
JoEdna Mages May 13
Jeremy Mages May 15
Nicole Goblirsch May 16
Nicholas Gall May 17
Dean Nelson May 17
Ashley Wolf May 19
Nicholas Strate May 21
Brandon Schmitz May 23
Lauren Mages May 25
Doug Pflaum May 27
Trevor Wilson May 29
Grandma Barbara May 29

May Anniversary
Emily and Brennen Rath

May 01 13 years
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Remember When by Mom
     In the spring of 1966, was a new adventure.  We had moved to our, “dream farm,” near 
Sleepy Eye.  We had children to get started in a new school.  As I remember we had children 
in six different schools.  Linda was going to nursing school at Willmar, Mn. Dan and John are 
staying in Morton as Dan will graduate from there.  Nancy and Duane are going to Sleepy Eye 
Public School, but the following fall they will be at St. Mary's Catholic High School.   Larry is 
attending Crosier Prep School in Onamia, Mn. In the 9th grade.  Rick, Barb, Betty and Jeff are 
at St. Mary's Grade School to finish the year.  Curtis wil be in kindergarten for six weeks at the 
Country School close by.  We are invited to the Annual Country School Picnic in the spring, 
and met some more of our new neighbors.  
     I am thinking of planting a garden.  The garden plot just east of the driveway is quite small, 
so Alphonse plows the lawn up, and increased the size by quite a bit.  He works up the furrows 
with the disc until they are mellow.  I have dug up flower plants that I had at the Morton farm, 
and planted a row of peonies, iris, tiger lillies, phlox along the edge of the new garden.  I 
planted strawberries along the north end of the garden, and then the vegetables, some 
potatoes for early eating.  The rest of the potatoes, sweet corn, melons and pumpkins go into 
the field garden just behind the line of elms on the south end of the farm site.
     We are thinking of planting more trees for a wind break on the northwest side.  We planted 
several rows of maple, honeysuckle hedge, and a row of evergreens.  As we were planting the 
maple trees, we had help from our,  “ young ones”.  To keep them interested, I had some 
candy in my pocket, and as we were planting a tree, I said it was a jelly bean tree.  I gave 
them some jelly beans.  We also had a sucker tree, chocolate trees, butterscotch tree etc.  
The next morning Donna, our 3 ½ years old, came running.  She looked all over by the trees, 
but she couldn't find any jelly beans.
     There was a row of tall poplars on the east side that was a border for our farm site.  There 
was a big lawn between the trees, and the east driveway.  We all ready had one garden there, 
but we could have another garden.  Alphonse plowed up half of the area, and worked it into 
another garden plot.  Between the two gardens we planted apple trees, and grapes.  The 
grapes needed support, so a short fence was dug in.  I planted another strawberry patch the 
length of the new garden, also sweet corn, potatoes and melons.  It was great to have it so 
close.  There was still enough lawn to mow.  In fact for awhile it was cut so short it became a 
golf course.  I used to find golf balls in the garden, and down by the grain bins.  That was 
Mike's project.  Then in the fall it became a football field for the neighborhood kids.
     When the strawberries were ripe it seemed to coincide with swimming lessons.  I knew if 
we didn't get those berries picked before we went to the pool, I'd have to do it by myself.  So 
on those days we were up bright and early, and had the berries picked before lessons.
     There was one year when we got hail after the first picking.  It damaged the patch, so that 
there were no more berries that year.  
     I had lots of help in the garden.  The kids all took their turn learning which were veggies, 
and which were weeds.  I had the hoes hanging in the apple tree, and kept them handy if 
anyone wanted to help.  (ha ha)  Oh, but those veggies tasted so good!!!  Couldn't wait for 
those first ripe tomatoes, and the cucumbers, and lettuce, radishes, and more.  YUM YUM!!
     As time went by, we didn't need that second garden any more, so it went back to lawn.  
MORE GRASS TO MOW-  We also planted a row of evergreens as the poplars slowly gave 
up their lives.  Time has a way of moving lives along.  Thank God for His blessings. More next 
time. 
Hugs to all, Love, Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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  Rebecca headed to Kansas City, Missouri from April 12 to April 16 to compete for 
the University of Wisconsin - River Falls Club Volleyball Team. They were placed in 
the Division II bracket, which consisted of 23 other teams from around the country. 
The team ended up third in the gold bracket, and was one game away from the 
championship. Rebecca received another accomplishment by being named to the 
First All Tournament Team for Women's Division II. She was named with five other 
young females in the Division II bracket. Great job, Rebecca!

Here Rebecca is pictured with her teammate, Autumn, who received the Second All 
Tournament Team Award. 

Left to right: Rebecca's teammate Autumn, Geoffrey (from the UWRF Men's 
Volleyball team), Mikhail (from the UWRF Men's Volleyball team) and Rebecca.

Rebecca and her teammates are exploring the Kansas City Power and Lights 
District. 

Wisconsin-River Falls Club Volleyball Team by Becca Schmitz
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Forever Young
     For those of you who are members or want to be members of this wonderful group 
we call, “The Alphonse and Barbara Mages Scholarship, Forever Young Club are 
invited to Larry and Maggie's lake home, Emerald Hideaway, on Lake Elizabeth on 
Sunday, June 11 through Tuesday June 13, 2017. The only stipulations is that you 
have to be a member of the Alphonse and Barbara Mages family, or in a relationship 
with one of the members.  Please let Larry or Maggie know if you will be attending and 
what days you will be there.  Bring fishing equipment, and food you want to share. 
     Not only do we try to stay at a healthy weight, and encourage each other to do so. 
We pay a fine of our choice to a pot as a result of our not losing the weight we set as 
last years goal. Each member pays $10.00 at the beginning of our meeting, and this is 
presented to the person or persons who have accomplished their goal, or best weight 
loss for the year.   At this meeting we decide on scholarships to deserving college 
nieces, nephews and cousins, but we also contribute to worth while family member 
functions such as Food 4 Kidz, etc, and whatever project is decided on for that year.  
     Larry is our President, and he is so generous to let us use his and Maggie's lake 
home each year, and Larry and Maggie want to say welcome to one and all.   Linda

Kodet Sister's Day by Mary Lou Butzer
     Kodet Sister's Day will be held, Saturday, September 30, 2017 at 9am. With 
breakfast to start the day.  This is open to the Kodet Sisters, and their female children 
and grandchildren or great grandchildren.  Bring pictures and stories to share, and 
food for the noon potluck and breakfast.  Bingo will be played so bring as many 
wrapped prizes as you would like.  If you want to bring a door prize that is okay also. 
This event will be held at Morton, Mn. In the senior citizen center which is on main 
street in Morton.  Hope to see you there.   

Music in the Park
     The Mages Family Band will preform on Monday, August 07, 2017 at 6:30 pm in 
German Park in New Ulm, Minnesota.  Anyone who wishes to perform needs to let 
Larry or Steven Mages know, so they can plan accordingly.  This is always a summer 
highlite, and hope to see you all there, as will as new performers along with those who 
have performed before.  Bring lawn chairs, and your performing voice.   Linda
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Mages-Roiger Wedding Information
A formal Invitation to Follow:

Wedding Ceremony will be at New Ulm, 
St. Mary's Catholic Church.  Reception 
and dance at the Sleepy Eye Event 
Center.  AmericInn Hotel in Sleepy Eye 
has a block under Mages/Roiger 
wedding.  Booking phone number is : 1-
800-634-3444.  If interested in a room, 
we suggest you call to book right away 
as there are only 38 rooms in the hotel.  
The block goes for Friday and Saturday 
bookings.  If they say the block is full, 
contact Sharon Mages, so they can 
release more rooms to the block.  
Looking forward to celebrating our day 
with you 
Love, Stacie and TJ

We are very excited to announce that Jacob accepted what appears to be his 
dream job in Madison, Wisconsin.  He was offered a position by Sierra Nevada 
Corporation to work on the Dream Chaser.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=eHvBUqfWDRs 

 Jake’s dream has been to get in to the space industry and our dream together 
has been to move to Madison so that we are equal distance between our families. 
  This has been a long waiting process but right when you start to lose hope, God 
does amazing things. 

 Jake’s start date is April 10th so we will be moving soon.  Our new address is:

 

Kaylee and Jacob Fischer

536 Plaza Drive Apt. 202

Madison, WI 53719

 If you ever want a weekend get-a-way we will be happy to host any visitors in 
Madison!  Please continue to pray for us during this beautiful journey we call LIFE.
Kaylee and Jake

New  Address along 
with a New 
Adventure
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Zach Mages-Brittany House Bridal Shower
April 01, 2017

     On April 01, 2017, Zach and Brittany were honored with a bridal shower at The 
Sportsmen's Den in Lake Henry, Mn.  Hostesses were Jermayne Mages, Shelly 
Schumacher, Nancy Strate, Diane Ibberson, Linda Ibberson, Jennifer Butler and 
Donna Nelson.  A delicious luncheon of chicken salad sandwiches and fresh fruit was 
served along with wine made by Zach's parents, John and Cindy Mages.  They 
received many beautiful gifts.

L-R: Jermayne, Shelly, Nancy, Diane, Zach, Brittany, Linda, Jennifer and Donna

Cindy, Zach, Brittany, Grandma BarbaraZach and Brittany
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 Zach and Brittany Bridal Shower 
Continued 

Head table, L-R:, Bonita Mages, Friend, Brittany, Diane, Zach, Cindy and 
Grandma Barbara

Top left photo is the quilt given to Zach and Brittany from Grandma Barbara, Top ri;ght 
photo is the food table with Jermayne bringing more goodies. 
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Augustana University Covenant Awards
Jessica

Five students were recognized for their exemplary Commitment to the values of Christian Faith, the 
liberal arts, academic excellence, community and service at Augustana's 2017 Covenant Award 
Ceremony held Friday, April 7, on campus.  The ceremony was part of Verdier 2017, a week long 
celebration of the core values that serve as the foundation of Augustana's academic and student life 
programs.

A significant tradition of Augustana, The Covenant Awards are named in honor of each of the 
University's five core values; Christian, Liberal Arts, Excellence, Community and Service.  A 
committee of faculty and staff review nominations from the entire campus community.

The 2017 Covenant Award for Service recipient is Jessica Schmitz

Nominees for the Covenant Award for Service are described as those who have a commitment to 
service on campus, and in the broader community; who inspire others to serve quietly without fanfare, 
and with no desire for recognition; and whose future plans have been shaped by service.

In receiving this award, Schmitz was described by her nominators as someone who “is always looking 
for activities that aid other people.”

“She invites people to come and join in volunteer activites, to drive them if they need a ride, and work 
side by side with them.  She does many things behind the scenes to set up for an activity, and often is 
the last to leave after the clean-up.”

Another nominator wrote that “even more inspiring than words she gave during a senior sermon, was 
her dedication to living a Christ- centered life, which heavily involves serving her community.'

Schmitz is from Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, and is majoring in computer science, business 
administration, and computer information systems.
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Cards With Mom- April 18,2017
     On Tuesday, April 18th at 7:15am our family met with our Mother at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye for Mass offered for the deceased members of the 
Alphonse Mages family.  Our family was will behaved, but instead of Mom giving each 
and ever one of us an ice cream cone we were all treated to a fried Bullhead fish 
breakfast.  What a treat.  Betty and Harold were the late late late arrivals but Mom did 
not penalize them for this instead they were the only ones who got Toast with their fish. 
Everyone present brought something to share with the group, and we are all still alive.  
 We played the game, “65” which was so much fun.  Of course I espeically thought this 
as I won both games, but of course I was also the marker.  We were all pleasantly 
surprised when Debbie said we should all come to her new home for lunch.  Wow to 
the  new home, and to the delicious lunch.  Debbie's Granddaughter, Abby, even had 
and Easter egg hunt all planned out for us so that is what we did.  Abby was very 
creative where she hide the eggs, and all the delicious candy on the inside of each 
egg.  Thank You Abby, it was so nice of you to think of us, and we had so much fun.  
Those present for this delightful day were, Larry, Betty and Harold, Debbie, Lisa, 
Amanda, Avery, Raegan, Barb, Nancy, Arlene, David, Linda and of course the one we 
love the most our Mom. What a great day!!!!!!!!!!  Linda

Left top, 
Arlene 
and Mom 
frying 
fish. Right 
top L-
R:Debbie, 
Mom, 
Nancy, 
Arlene 
and Larry

Left,  You 
had to 
wear the 
right 
color to 
fit in that 
day.L-R: 
Mom, 
Arlene, 
Debbie 
and Lisa

L-R: Mom, Linda, Nancy, Larry, Debbie 
and Lisa



Cards with Mom in Photo

L-R:, Barb, Arlene, Debbie, Larry, Amanda, 
Avery, Raegan, Nancy, Mom, Lisa, Betty 
and Harold.

Lisa with Amanda's Twins.  
Can you guess which one 
is Raegan, and which one 
is the doll.

As the only two men 
there, Larry and 
Harold had to stick 
together.  Lisa and 
Raegan in the back 
ground

Lisa, Debbie, Larry, 
David and Mom in 
Debbies new kithen

The Egg Hunt

Lisa and Arlene and 
Larry are so happy they 
found eggs. Page 11
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Raegan Marie Cook- April 07, 2017, 6:49pm, 7#12 oz, 21” 
Daughter of Amanda and John Cook, Sister of Avery and 

Granddaughter of Lisa and Tony Schmitz.

Four Generations L-R: 
Amanda Cook holding 
Raegan, Mother, 
Grandmother, Great 
Grandmother Barbara 
Mages, Lisa Schmitz 
holding Avery Cook
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