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     The photos on this page are from Sister's Shopping held at 
Lisa's home this year.  What a fun, loving weekend. 
     We hope to see all of you at the upcoming Mages Christmas at 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church in North Mankato on Saturday, 
November 25th  
     I changed the issue number on the top left of this page.  
Somewhere along the line I put the wrong issue number there, so it 
is corrected.
      Gina, Todd, Joe and I wish all of you a very Happy Thanksgiving. 
 May your family celebrations be fun filled, and all your tummys full 
of turkey and stuffing.  

God's Blessings to all.  Love, Linda
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December Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
November 25, 2017, Mages Christmas at Holy Rosary catholic 
church in North Mankato, Mn.

January 08,2018, Baby due for Madeline and TJ Ibberson.

January 26, 27 & 28, 2018- Men's and Boy's Fishing, Poker 
Weekend at Emerald Hideaway.

February 06-11, 2018, Sister's Week in Florida staying with 
Betty.

April 14, 2018, Bridal shower for Bonita Mages and Eric 
Ingersoll at Lake Henry, Mn. In the a.m.

May 26, 2018, Wedding of Bonita Mages and Eric Ingersoll at 
Lake Henry, Minnesota.

May 28,2018, Baby due for Brianna and Riley Jensen.

Sarah Mages Dec 01
Scott Mages Dec 05
Rick Mages Dec 05
Garrett Mills Dec 06
David Nelson Dec 07
Linda Gall Dec 10
Jeff Mages Dec 13
Rob Mages Dec 17
John Cook Dec 20
Brittany Mages Dec 21
Adam Bemmels Dec 21
Brooke Wolf Dec 25
Alexandra Butler Dec 25
Dan Mages Dec 26
Amanda Cook Dec 28
Alissa Fischer Dec 28
Theresa Wagner Dec 30
Jory Mages Dec 31 FYI

  Those who want to attach an email to mine that I 
have sent, unless you don't care if it reaches all in 
the family it will NOT.  I can only send 100 emails per 
message from my computer, and I have more emails 
of family members than that, so I have to send two 
emails per message. The email list is different per 
email, so you only get the list with your email 
address.  If you want it to reach all family members 
please send the email to my computer for me to send 
out in two seperate email messages.  I don't have an 
oppurtunity to get on my computer each day, so if it is 
urgent please call me so I go to my computer to send 
it out. 507-340-3187.  Sorry for the inconvience.
Love, Linda   

December Anniversaries
Ed and Monica Mages     Dec. 10   22 years

James and Trish Mages Dec. 14   15 years

Adam and Jennifer Butler  Dec.05   08 years

Steven and Melanie Mages   Dec. 28   03 years

Roger and LaCosta Mages   Dec. 10   02 years

Note: the day of 
Bonita and Eric's 
wedding has been 
changed to May 
26,2018 as Eric may 
possibly be 
deployed.
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Remember When by Mom     
      It is February in 1982, Alphonse and I are on the way to California.  We traveled through Salt 
Lake City, the sand flats of Utah and Neveda.  We stopped at Reno to check out the casinos, and 
ended up in San Francisco.  As we traveled through Donner Pass, in the mountains, the snow plows 
were still cleaning up after a big snow storm.  The roads were like tunnels through the snow.
     This is not our first trip to California.  We had all ready explored Los Angeles, San Diego and 
Tijuana, Mexico.  We had told the family at the Christmas Party that we were doing something 
different  this year.  We had sent for tickets to the, “Price Is Right,” and we were going to attend the 
show on TV..But first San Fancisco!  There is so much to see.  We took the ramp off the Bay Bridge 
that separates San Francisco, and Oakland, and there we were at, Fisherman's Wharf and Gharibaldi 
Square.  So we had a shrimp cocktail near the Bay.
     The trolleys, were not running, but we drove the crookedest street in the United States.  We went 
back to the Bay, and took the tour on the water to Alcatraz, and underneath the Golden Gate Bridge.  
The tour guide said the Bay Bride, and the Golden Gate Bridge are continually being painted.  When 
they finish they start over again.  He also told us no prisoner escapes from Alcatraz as the currents 
are so strong in the water they would be swept out into the ocean.
     Later we drove over the huge Golden Gate Bridge to Sausalito and the Muir Woods on the North 
side of the Bay.  Muir Woods is home to many Redwood trees, the Squoias.  I said I'd like to go back 
to San Francisco someday, but I'll have to put that on my, “Bucket List.”
     We took the Pacific Highway No. 1 along the ocean in many places.  It is a beautiful drive to Los 
Angelos.  Sometimes through wine country.  
     We arrived in Los Angelos, and looked for a motel close to CBS television studio.  Our tickets 
were not for a specific day, but Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday were days the show was performed. 
So we thought we'd go early to get in line.  Make sure that we'd be in time.  We stayed at , The  
Farmer's Daughter Motel, directly across the street.  The gates open at 6a.m., so we were ready to 
go early.  A lot of people were all ready in line.  Promptly at six the gate was opened, and we were 
taken to a building with many benches, also rest rooms, and coffee shops, gift shops.  We took our 
place on the bench, and were given the numbers 67 and 68.  The Bob Barker Studio holds 300 
people, but they allow space for bus loads of people also.  The show was scheduled to start at 10 
a.m.  Any late comers would go to the afternoon show as they taped two shows a day.
     We spent more time waiting, and then we were interviewed.  Several people wanted to know 
where you were from, and your occupation.  Alphonse had told me earlier he was going to say he was 
in agriculture, growing crops and livestock.  When the boss greeted Alphonse he said, “Hello Big Al, 
what are you up to?”  He was so friendly. We only spole to them a few minutes, and then we were 
moved to another waiting area in the TV. Building.  From there we were taken in a big elevator to the 
third floor, and to the studio.  We were seated according to our numbers, so we were in the middle 
section about half way up.
     We had some friendly people we were waiting with, and Alphonse jokingly told the lady next to 
him, that he didn't want to step on her toes when he got called.  She said, “ Oh, they won't call you, 
you're dressed in a suit, and you look like a banker.”  BUT she was wrong!!!!!!!!!!
     Johnny Olsen, the announcer, was out telling funny stories, and getting the crowd worked up.  The 
place was full, and soon the show started.  The first four contestants were called, and had their 
game.  Then they needed some one to fill the place of that winner.  So they called, “ALPHONSE 
MAGES, COME ON DOWN.!!!”  Wow!!!!  He got called,  He managed to get out of the row to the 
aisle, and took his place.  The first thing he bid on was a washer-dryer combination, but someone 
else won that one.  Then they called another person, and the third game began, and it was a 
beautiful ceiling fan, and  Alphonse had the closest bid without going over the price.  HE WAS A 
WINNER!!!!!!   So he went up on stage, and Bob Barker  asked him many questions about how many 
miles we traveled, about Sleepy Eye named after an Indian Chief.  Alphonse told him also we were 
going to visit Ozzie in Arizona.  Bob Barker said he was going to play PLINKO.  
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Remember When Continued
Plinko is a fun game where discs go down between pegs into a hollow slot.  But first he had to guess 
prices of a few items  He was able to get three discs out of five. He had to go up steps to the platform 
behind the game, and he could view the whole thing.  The top prize in the middle was $5000.00.  
Also $1000.00, on each side, also $500.00, $100.00, and $0.  Alphonse dropped the first disc, and it 
slowly hit the pegs, and went from side to side ending up in $5000.00.  Everyone was cheering 
Alphonse raided both arms, and shook his arms.  The game wobbled a little.  Bob Barker said, “Chief 
Sleepy Eye just woke up.”  His next two discs went in the $1000.00 slots, so he won $7000.00.  We 
were so excited.  Then it was time to spin the wheel to see who would play the big game at the end of 
the show.  Two spins to get a $1.00 on the wheel, but if it went over $1.00, you were out.  Alphonse 
had his first spin of 30, but the second spin was 80, so he was out.  The other two winners also spun 
the wheel.  
     They told us no prizes would be given that day, but would be sent after the show was shown on 
TV.  It was Feb. 16 so the show would come on at the end of March, but the California sales tax on 
the prizes was collected that day.
     We were pretty excited when we walked back to our motel.  The big Farmers Market was a couple 
blocks up the street so we went there next. We had a dinner of fresh halibut steak.  There were many 
cafes, and restaurant, and many shops in that Farmer's Market,  Many Vendors.  
     We stayed a couple more days in Los Angeles seeing interesting things, The Queen Mary, was 
moored there, also Howard Hughes's big plane, The Spruce Goose.”  So we toured that.  
     Then we drove to Arizona, and visited Ozzie for a few days.
     We drove home, and patiently waited for the end of March to see the TV show.  The news had  
preceeded us, and many people were asking about the show.  We tried to buy a VCR recorder at 
Osmoson's in Sleepy Eye, but they were all sold out.  They said they would tape it for us.  The Orchid 
Inn had the Big Screen, and many people gathered there.  We kept our school kids home that 
morning so they could watch, but I guess they had it on at school too.  It was exciting again to watch 
it on TV.  The newspaper reporter also came out to get an interview from Alphonse.  
     Then the prizes came.  The ceiling fan was hung in the dining room, and when we moved to New 
Ulm it was hung in the family room, and again when we moved to Sleepy Eye, it hangs over the table 
in our lower level.
     Alphonse spent the money on a baler, and a feed wagon.  When we had our retirement auction, 
those two items never lost their value, and so he said he had that money to spend again. 
     Now we have the program on DVD, and can watch it whenever we want.  

3 Saratoga Ceiling Fan Light (J)($828)
Debra 350  *Alphonse 676  ETHEL 525  Janice 675

Alphonse of Sleepy Eye Minnesota plays PLINKO! for a 
chance
to win up to $25,000 in cash!

Infant/Toddler Clothing: 4 or 8, picks 8 *RIGHT* ($28)
Hoover Porta-Power Vacuum: 5 or 0, Picks 5 *WRONG* 
($80)
Richmond Cedar Ice Cream Maker: 4 or 9, Picks 4 *RIGHT* 
($40)
GE Portable Cassette Recorder:  6 or 3, Picks 6 *WRONG* 
($33)
Chip #1 = $5,000
Chip #3 = $1,000
 Free   = $1,000
Total: $7,000

I copied this corner of 
information off the Price 
Is Right website.

Dad's newspaper article in 
the Sleepy Eye Herald 
Dispatch
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This was the second issue of the Family Reunion 
front page of two.
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Mages Christmas
Saturday, November 25, 2017
12 Noon to 4pm

At Holy Rosary Catholic Church
525 Grant Ave. North Mankato, Mn.

If problems call Joe at 507-340-4305

The committee will supply the turkey, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, coffee, lemonade, and all 
utensils, cups and plates.

WE were just informed that we can only have the 

church basement until 4 pm so there will be no 
supper.  It was to late to try and find another 
location, and we found out the rent went up also.  
Sorry for any inconvience.
Come and enjoy Mom's gooooood stuffing, and an 
appearance from Santa.

The committee, Barb and Kevin, LeAnn and Jeff, 
Betty and Harold, Nancy and Jerry, Joe and Linda 
and families. 
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Jordan Leland Miller son of Melanie and Stevie Miller, 
brother of Jasmine, Logan and Myla, and Grandson of 
Jermayne and the late Duane Mages born November 

07,2017 – 9#9oz and 22 inches long.
Melanie and 
Jordan

Stevie and 
Jordan
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Future Arrivals

First baby of Madeline and TJ Ibberson 
is due to arrive around January 08, 2018

Second baby for Brianna and Riley 
Jensen is due to arrive around May 

28, 2018
The Mages 
family is so 
excited to meet 
these two new 
additions to our 
lucky family.  
Congratulations
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BON APPETIT!
This year I had the fun opportunity of planning and hosting the Mages Sister Shopping Weekend 
2017.  The event began on Friday evening, Nov. 3rd with a wine pairing event and supper at our 
home near Sleepy Eye, MN.  We had a full table of guests as Grandma Barbara, Linda, Deb, 
Amanda, Madeline, Brandon, Jane, Sharon, Tony and myself tasted and sampled many types of 
before dinner wines paired with amazing hor d’oeuveres. Jane also had little Van with who was our 
evening’s entertainment. We then had wine with our dinner which was strawberry lettuce salad with 
frenh bread followed with white chicken bean chili and all of the toppings. Finally, we savored a 
special raspberry chocolate dessert wine with our raspberry, chocolate ice cream dessert.  The 
meal and all of our wine pairings were quite unique and delightful to the pallet. Our event began 
around 7 pm and we didn’t leave the table until almost 11 pm. It was a wonderful, four hour, wine 
tasting extravaganza! Bon Appetit!
After a late night of visiting and laughing, Deb, Grandma Barbara and Linda stayed overnight. Early 
in the morning, Linda plugged in the coffee pot and whisked the egg bake into the oven. The house 
was still dark when all of a sudden we heard loud knocking on our door.  Donna appeared, laughing 
and acting silly ready to join us all for coffee and a day of fun, shopping and togetherness.  The 
house lights turned on, everyone jumped out of bed and our day was off to a roaring start. Our 
eggbake breakfast included St. Mary’s rolls and smear kuchen and lots of hot, hot coffee.  
Hmmmmm…..I wonder what kind of wines would have paired with these meal selections?
At 9:30 am we headed off to Springfield where we met up with Jane. Our first stop was Pink Swan 
Creations.  We all found something we couldn’t resist buying from this cute little country shop. Next 
we headed to mainstreet Springfield and Springfield Floral.  The owner of this beautiful shop is 
Char Frank of Wabasso, a very dear friend of Donna and Debbie’s from back in their Home Interior 
Days. They were surprised to see her and plenty of hugs followed.  Her shop was full of the most 
stunning Christmas trees you have ever seen, all decorated in various modern and traditional 
themes.  Like Donna and Deb, she truly is an artist! It was a very fun scene for lots of beautiful 
photos.
At 11 am we headed to the home of Riley, Brianna and Everly Jensen.  Brianna is the daughter of 
Rick and Jane Mages and they moved to Springfield a few years ago as Brianna is a teacher at the 
public school there. This beautiful family and their character filled, Victorian home were the 
highlight of our day!  It was such a delight to see Brianna and Everly talk about all of the special 
finishing touches they have put into their home and to explore all of the uniquely furnished and 
decorated rooms as the tour progressed. Everly was so happy to announce that she was going to 
be a big sister! Congratulations Riley and Brianna! Thanks for the wonderful hot coffee and treats 
Brianna. You are a wonderful niece and hostess.
Everyone joined us for lunch at Outlaws Bar and Grill in Springfield. Following Duane’s advice, I 
asked our sweet waitress what her name was. It was Amanda!  She appeared to be about the 
same age as our daughter, Amanda so I asked her if her parents named her after one of the two 
most beautiful love songs ever written… “Amanda” by Don Williams or “Amanda” by Boston.  She 
loved the question and said she would definitely ask her parents and listen to the songs. The 
service at Outlaws was awesome! Thanks for the advice Duane!
At the end of our meal, Brianna and I announced one more final stop for our day in Springfield. We 
wanted everyone to tour her kindergarten classroom.   We drove over to the school, Brianna 
unlocked the doors to her classroom and we were treated to an atmosphere for our scenses!  The 
room was generously large, full of bright, vibrant colors, creative wall displays, trendy furnishings 
and lots of books, toys, artwork and sunshine!  Her classroom overlooks the outdoor playground 
and was incredibly inviting.  I bet she is the world’s most wonderful teacher to all of those little 
children!  We were all certainly impressed as were Van and Everly who quickly began playing and 
learning.
As life goes, we then all had to proceed back to Sleepy Eye and once again to our own perspective 
homes. Life goes on but we will never forget this little oasis of time together as sisters, friends and 
wine connoisseurs!
Lisa (Mages) Schmitz
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Sister's Shopping, November 03 & 04,2017 
at the Lisa Schmitz Home

L-R: Madeline, Jane, 
Debbie, Brandon, 
Linda, Lisa, Mom, 
Vann, Sharon and 
Amanda

Upper photo is our beautiful 
hostess, Lisa.

L-R: Linda, Debbie, Donna, Jane and 
Lisa
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Sister's Shopping in Photo
Upper left, Debbie, 
Char Frank and 
Donna.  Upper right, 
Madeline, Sharon 
and Debbie. Lower 
middle in front of 
Brianna's house 
Jane, Vann, Brianna, 
Linda, Debbie and 
Donna

Left middle is at 
Brianna's classroom, 
Everly, Brianna and 
Vann.  Right middle is 
Linda and Jane.  
Lower left is us gals in 
front of Brianna and 
Riley's home. Lisa and Donna
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Cards With Mom
     On Wednesday, November 08,2017, our day started with Mass at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye for the deceased members of the Alphonse Mages 
Family.  Breakfast and cards followed at Mom's home.  We played the game, “65,” 
today.  Betty was the winner.  Those present where Mom, Larry, Dan, Betty, Debbie, 
Rick and Linda with Arlene joining us for lunch of chicken at the Railway.  Dan 
regained his job of pouring coffee with competition from Betty and Linda.  We had 
such a fun day with so much talking and laughter that we only got one game of cards 
played.  Next months Cards with Mom is Sunday, Dec 03, 2017 with potluck after the 
9:30 a.m. Mass.     Linda

Linda, Rick, Mom and BettyWhat a lucious 
breakfast

L-R:, Rick, Larry, Dan, Mom, Debbie and Betty,  Linda behind the camera
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Cards With Mom in Photo
Dan pouring for Rick and Larry Debbie is so 

grateful to get 
a cup of coffee 
from Dan

Rick, 
Larry, 
Dan 
and 
Mom 
to the 
rightBetty pouring for Debbie with Mom 

looking on

Linda giving Dan competition with 
Mom looking on
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Food 4 Kidz
Food for Kidz/ Stewart, MN:
WE   DID  IT!  We   reach   our   ONE   MILLION   MEALS   MILESTONE.   Thank  
 you   to everyone in the family who came and/or supported the 14 th annual  Food 
for Kidz-  of Stewart, MN packaging food event held at the New Sleepy Eye Event 
Center on Nov. 12, 2017. KEYC Channel 12 NEWS interviewed Rick & Grandma 
on the history & success leading up to this day!  Thank you to all who attended: 
Grandma Barbara Mages, Rick & Jane, Mike, Dan & Arlene, Grace, Adam, Lauren 
Mages, Linda Gall, Betty Jass, Brianna Jensen, Lisa Schmitz, Jennifer & Deb 
Fischer.   We appreciated the help and donations.This year we needed to reach a 
minimum of 66,000 meals to reach our milestone. We had a wonderful turn out of 
over 230 volunteers and we packaged 79,000 meals for hungry children who live 
here & around the world. 3-4,000 meals of Instant Cinnamon Oatmeal and   
Nutritious   Rice   stayed   in   the   Brown   County   area   for   distributing   
locally.   In thanksgiving, we appreciate those who have donated for financial 
support of $7000 at this time.   We   appreciate   all   continued   donations   still   
needed   for   this   spectacular   event. Contact Rick Mages at 320-583-7442 
and/or mail to Rick at 508 Prescott St NE, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 if wish to 
donate.  May God keep all your tummies warm & full during this blessed time of 
year. –Deb Fischer

Jenny Fischer, Mom, Betty Jass, Linda Gall, Mike Mages, Debbie 
Fischer, Rick Mages and Jane Mages
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Food 4 Kidz in Photo

Grace, Dan, Betty, Arlene, Lauren and Adam

Rick being 
interviewed by 
KEYC TV

What a wonderful 
room for of people 
helping to feed the 
children.
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Muscle Needed
Hello Family. I’m asking for some volunteers to help with a big clean up at Emerald 
Hideaway. Just last winter we cut up and cleared the entire woods but with the 
storm this past June, that also wrecked so many buildings at Dean and Donna’s, 
our woods took a big hit. There are several trees, that I’m sure that are 200 years 
old and many other trees that got toppled. On Dec 15 and 16th, I am asking for 
volunteers to help cut up and burn most of this. The good hardwoods we will cut up 
for firewood. If you need any firewood, bring a trailer, as there are several big oaks 
that went down. Most of the trees are soft basswood and we will burn those, 
provided there is a little snow on the ground. So bring along whatever you think 
could help with this job. Mostly though, we need workers. We burn the trees right 
where they fall, but we still need to stack it up after it is cut up, in order for it all to 
burn nice. And then, we need fire tenders, to keep it all burning safely and 
thoroughly.

               No one is allowed to bring any booze, as this will also be an “empty the 
closet of all the booze that’s been left behind” weekend. If you have a favorite mix, 
you may want to bring that, but we will have different mixes there too. Just a note: 
Barb has a new bottle of Lime Vodka in that closet with a note on it that asks that 
we leave it alone for her future trips to Emerald. Barb, I will not protect your lime 
vodka, you will have to come and watch it yourself. We have been especially 
interested in trying it since you have made it a forbidden fruit.

               There will also be a Domino tournament on Friday night at exactly 
7:30PM. Come and join the fun.  Even if you can’t make it Friday to help, please do 
come for an evening of fun. If you can stay overnight and help out Saturday, that 
would be wonderful. The tournament will include a $10 entry fee and we’ll pay it 
back out to the winners.

               For those that prefer no to be in the woods, we need helpers to feed the 
helpers. Everyone is welcome. Thank you and come and join the fun.
Larry and Maggie
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Our December Angels

Teresa Lynn Campbell
December 29,1979 -
December 29,2012

Duane Michael Mages
August 03, 1952 -

December 28, 2015

Michael Joseph Gall
July 31, 1972 -

December 24, 2009
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