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God's Blessings to all.  Love, Linda

     
     We want to thank John and Rick for taking Mom to 
Arizona, and for putting her house together.  I hear they 
painted the kitchen and dining room, and washed the walls 
in the living room, as they also shampooed the carpets.  
Wow, awesome guys.  Mom said it looks so bright and 
clean.  Seriously thank you as we at home knew Mom was 
will taken care of.
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February Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
January 26, 27 & 28, 2018- Men's and Boy's Fishing, Poker 
Weekend at Lake Sarah – Shady Oak Rest. Mike Mages

February 06-11, 2018, Sister's Week in Florida staying with 
Betty.

April 14, 2018, Bridal shower for Bonita Mages and Eric 
Ingersoll at Lake Henry, Mn. In the a.m.

May 26, 2018, Wedding of Bonita Mages and Eric Ingersoll at 
Lake Henry, Minnesota.

May 28,2018, Baby due for Brianna and Riley Jensen.

June 01, 2018- Baby due for Doug and Suzanne Pflaum

July 02 – July 29, 2018 – Helmut, Birgit and boys will be here.

July 28, 2018 – Mages Fest, location will be decided later

Nov. 24, 2018 – Mages Christmas, location will be decided 
later.

Ed Mages Feb 01
Steve Dammann Feb 01
Lindsey Mages Feb 03
Nancy Strate Feb 12
Abigail Strand Feb 12
Sarah Mills Feb 16
Dylan Nelson Feb 17
Mikayla Brueggman Feb 21
Melanie Mages Feb 23
Tony Schmitz Feb 25
Brady Mages Feb 27

Mages Family Mass Schedule

April 18, 2018 7:15 am

May 08  7:15 am

June 11  7:15 am

July 17  7:15 am

August 10  7:15 am

Sept 18  7:15 am

Oct 29  7:15 am

Nov 05  7:15 am

Dec. 16, 2018  9:45 am  Family Potluck at Moms

All masses are held at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota 
with breakfast and cards 
at Moms following.  

Mom, Rick and John at All 
Saints Church
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Remember When by Mom     

Cock-a-doddle-do

     When we moved to Sleepy Eye, we kept up the tradition of raising chickens to use for food. 
 We would get two hundred to three hundred roosters of the heavy breed every year.  The 
neighbors started asking if we would sell them some.  So we decided to sell chickens dressed 
or alive.  Little did  we know what we were letting us in for,  a lot of work as only thirty roosters 
were sold alive.
     The first time we had chickens at Sleepy Eye there was one mean rooster.  Everytime 
Mike, who was two years old, went outside, that rooster was there to chase him.  So we had to 
keep a close watch.  We decided to get that rooster, so we set Mike in the middle of the lawn, 
and when the rooster came, we had him pegged.  The boys chased him down, and caught 
him, and that was the end of that rooster.
     We would park a bale rack under the big cottonwood tree, and we would clean forty 
roosters at a time.  We would bring hot water out of the house in two big canning kettles.  We 
would add more hot water as needed to the canning kettles, as we scalded the roosters.  The 
feathers came off very easily.  Then we had to clean out the insides.  We were close to the 
hydrant in the chicken coop, so we needed cold water to wash the cleaned roosters.
     Betty had charge of feeding the chickens.  Dad would grind feed, and store it in the granary 
that wasn't far away.  Most of the chickens were white, but there was one that had a rusty 
brown look.  Betty had made a pet of him, and he would come running for attention.  She 
called him Charley.  One night people from Morgan came, and wanted thirty roosters.  They 
came with crates to put the chickens in.  We helped catch roosters off the roost in the dark, as 
we didn't want to upset the whole coop.  It wasn't until the next day that we realized that 
Charley was gone.  Betty liked to hypmotize him, and other chickens too.  You draw a line in 
front of the chicken, and he looks at it, and then is hypmotized.
     One Sunday afternoon Rick and Jane and family came over, and they brought us a 
beautiful rooster.  He had been in some sort of accident, and had lost one leg.  His name was 
Sam.  Rick said they couldn't keep him in town.  One of his clients had asked Rick to find a 
home for Sam.  
     So we found a space by the barn, and gave him some feed and water.  Sam had adjusted 
to having one leg.  If he was in a hurry his wings helped him out.
     John had been gone that day, and got home late.  The next morning at the crack of dawn 
the rooster, Sam, was crowing.  COCK A DOODLE DO.  John said he was waken up, 
wondering what was going on.  In the winter Sam lived in the barn until he reached old age.

Hugs all around,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma



Page 4



Page 5

Sawyer Lee Ibberson, Born January 05 2018 
at 1:41 pm Weighing 7# 2oz. 20 inch long, son 
of Madeline and TJ and Grandson of Lisa and 

Tony Schmitz.

Left photo is 
Tony and 
Lisa with 
Sawyer



Page 6

Mike Mages spent the day on Friday, January  12th, laying ice blocks for the St. 
Paul Winter Carnival Ice Palace.  Curt took these pictures when he came to watch 
Mike that day.  Lucky thing because it was so cold that Mike’s phone was frozen 
up.
The 4000 block Ice Palace will be on display Jan. 25th – Feb. 10th in the heart of 
downtown St. Paul at Rice Park.  It will be the heart of the St. Paul Winter Carnival 
and the Bold North Superbowl activities.
The Ice Palace is 70 feet high (7 stories) at it’s highest point and Mike was laying 
brick on what would be the highest of the seven towers.  He was also cutting into 
the block so that company logos of sponsors could be inserted and displayed.  
When on display, thousands of colorful LED lights will be adorning the Ice Palace.
 I bet his daughter, Mikayla thinks it is a dream to have her Dad build her an ice 
castle!

Mike and An Ice Palace
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Emerald Hideaway Tree Age Contest Winners
Thank you for the tree age submittals.  Over 50 guesses were submitted.  
Congratulations to our Winners, Autumn Butler(241) and Ashley Pfarr(240).  My 
official count is 242 years but my count varied slightly each time I tried (from 240 to 
244).  Therefore, I decided that both Autumn and Ashley should be winners.  I will 
take Autumn and Ashley plus 2 guests for each of 
them to a Twins game next summer.  We had three other guesses that were very 
close.  Brooke Butler(235), Brandon Schmitz(235), 
and Evie Mages(250) are the Consolation winners.  They will each receive a Dairy 
Queen gift certificate.  
It’s hard to believe that this tree was born about the same time as the USA.  It grew 
and survived through extreme cold & hot, sleet, rain and snow, wet and dry 
conditions, bugs, disease, and 
many storms.  This was one very determined tree.   Thank you for participating.  Curt
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Maggie Mages, September 02, 1951 – January 21, 2018

 

Today Maggie went to be with Our Lord in heaven.  Maggie was at peace because 
she knew what glorious things were waiting for her.  We love you our Sister, Maggie, 
and how lucky we are to have had you in our life.  Our hearts break for the family 
that Maggie leaves behind, as they all love her so much.

Our next issue will be dedicated to Maggie, but for now our love and deepest 
sympathy to Larry, Ed, Monica, Theresa, Randy, Matt, Sarah, Amanda, Adam, Emily, 
Brennen, Joe and Imia and her beloved Grandchildren.    Linda
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