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     This issue is dedicated to our wonderful sister, Maggie.  
Maggie lost her courageous battle with cancer on Sunday, 
January 21, 2018.  She was the loving wife to Larry, and 
mother to Ed, Theresa, Matt, Amanda, Emily and Joe.  
Maggie brought joy to all who had the privelege to be around 
her with her infectious laugh, her absolute love our Our Lord, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary, her kind demeanour, her 
unselfishness, and hard working spirit.  Most of all she loved 
her family, and proved it every minute of each day.  Blessed 
be her memory.  Amen

Larry and 
Maggie during 
their dating 
years.
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March Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
April 14, 2018, Bridal shower for Bonita Mages and Eric 
Ingersoll at the Sportsman's Bar in Lake Henry at 10 am.

May 26, 2018, Wedding of Bonita Mages and Eric 
Ingersoll at Lake Henry, Minnesota.

May 28,2018, Baby due for Brianna and Riley Jensen.

June 01, 2018- Baby due for Doug and Suzanne Pflaum

July 02 – July 29, 2018 – Helmut, Birgit and boys will be 
here.

July 03,2018, Baby due for Joe and Imia Mages

July 28, 2018 – Mages Fest, location will be decided later

Nov. 24, 2018 – Mages Christmas,at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in New Ulm, Minnesota.

Mystique Deegan Mar 04
Jack Matrges Mar 04
Bryant Mages Mar 04
Stephanie Mages Mar 05
Kim Dammann Mar 09
Larry Fischer Mar 12
Rebecca Schmitz Mar 19
Matt Mages Mar 24
Aubrey Butler Mar 27
Suzanne Pflaum Mar 28
Billy Brueggman Mar 29
Mary Kay Mages Mar 30
Stevie Miller Mar 30
Julia Strand Mar 31 

Maggie:  
Mrs. Mages 
Fest 2016- 
2017

Maggie was so 
worthy of this 
honor as she 
has always been 
a true Mages in 
every way.  
Being crowned 
by Linda, Mrs. 
Mages Fest 
2015  Maggie 
was so 
surprised, but 
we all know how 
much she 
deserved this 
honor.

Maggie
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Remember When by Mom
St. Patrick's Day Blizzard

     It was March 17, 1965.  Minnesota had a cold cold snowy winter. All ready two big storms in 
the month of March bringing lots of snow.. Snow banks were high, and roads were easily 
blocked by wind and drifting snow. 
     I woke up in the morning, and I knew I was in labor.  The baby wasn't due for three weeks, 
but he was going to come early.  I coud hear the wind howling outside, and I knew we were 
having bad weather.  I woke Alphonse, and he realized also that this ride to the hospital was 
not going to be easy.  He went upstairs to wake Danny.  He told Danny to dress warm, as he 
was going along to the hospital.  He woke Linda, and told her she was going to have charge 
over the family while we went to the hospital.  The little ones would be getting up soon.
     It was six a.m. And the hospital is six miles away.  I packed some items in my suitcase, and 
also got extra towels, and blankets ready just in case the baby was born in the car.  Alphonse 
had put a couple of shovels in the back of the car.  We had a 1960 Chevy Station Wagon.  I 
sat in the back while Danny sat in the front seat.  My contractions were getting stronger, but I 
wasn't worried about getting to the hospital.  I knew Alphonse would get us there.  The snow 
was coming down quite heavy, and the wind was very strong.  It was hard to see where we 
were going.  Alphonse said we'd go past Jim Wolters to the west instead of east to Redwood 
Falls, Minnesota.  That road would be impassable.  But there was a long big drift past Wolters.
He sped the car through it, and just made it through, and the hood popped open.  The whole 
motor was full of snow, so he and Danny started cleaning out the snow..  Soon we were on the 
way again, but the corner was also blocked.  They got the shovels out of the car, and started 
shoveling.  We should make it through now, and we did.  We turned north, and went down the 
Indian Hill to highway 71 with other small drifts along the way.  Once we got to the highway we 
had no problem to get to the hospital.  
     It was seven a.m.  The hospital waiting room was full of people.  There were two people 
that had passed away during the night, and the families were looking out the window 
wondering how to get home.  
     Alphonse took me into the hospital, and registered me, and saw to it that a nurse took care 
of me.  He said he and Danny would leave right away, so they would get home to do the 
chores, and be with the rest of the family.  The storm was getting worse.
     The hospital was full.  Mothers that would be going home with babies were staying.  The 
nurse that took care of me found me a bed in the hall.  There also was another expectant 
mother in the hall.  It was a busy, busy place.  Doctors were there.  My doctor was Dr. 
Ceplecha.  
     I had a baby boy at nine a.m.  He was born with the cord around his neck, so they placed 
him in an incubator with oxygen.  It was the one time that I hemorraged, so it was a blessing 
that we had made it to the hospital.  One of the new mothers lived only six blocks away, and 
the snowplow brought her in.
     I was worried about Alphonse and Danny, if they had made it home.  The nurse in the 
delivery room tried calling our phone number, but the party line was in use.  She tried several 
times with no luck, then she told the operator if she could get the call through.  That a new 
Mother wanted to call home to see if her husband had made it back in the storm.  The 
operator cleared the line, and so she also told them about our new baby boy.  
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Remember When Continued – The St. 
Patrick's Day Blizzard 1965

     Meanwhile, while I was busy giving birth, Alphonse and Danny decided to take a different 
route home.  They left Redwood Falls on the Morgan, Mn. Road, Hightway 67, and were going 
to come home from the  south.  They ran into drifts they were able to get through, but the big 
one was past Ron Mammen's.  Alphonse had sped through it, but it was too big, and they got 
stuck in it.  The two of them walked home, over a mile in the storm.  They were able to get the 
loader tractor started, and they took the tractor, and got the car out of the snow bank.  The car 
would not start, so they pulled it home.. The following spring they found the licence plate in the 
road.  
    They were glad to hear the news of the safe arrival of their baby boy.  The storm didn't let up 
for another day, and finally the third day it eased up.  Snow banks were as high as telephone 
poles.  As high as the roofs of houses.  It took awhile for roads to get opened, and paths to be 
shoveled, and for chores to get done.  It was cold, hard work.  
     The people that couldn't get home from the hospital stayed the entire time, and helped in the 
kitchen, did housekeeping chores, carried trays, and the men shoveled snow outside.  I had 
been placed in a two bed ward, so now I was the third bed.  It was crowded, but we were glad 
we were inside.  We had planned on calling a baby boy, Michael, so I was all ready calling him 
by that name.  He was removed from the incubator after twenty-four hours, and he was a 
healthy eight pounds.  
     It was Thursday before visitors were able to get to the hospital.  When Alphonse came to see 
Michael, and me, we decided to give him Patrick as a middle name.  On Saturday, I was able to 
take Micael Patrick home to meet the rest of the family.  He was a sweet baby, and we all loved 
him so much.
     In later years, Mike's teacher told me this story.  It was probably third or fourth grade.  The 
kids were supposed to study about their patron saint, and Mike gave a talk about St. Patrick.  He 
said that he was born on St. Patrick's Day in a big blizzard.  The snowbanks were so high, and 
so seriously he said, “ And they didn't even have snowmobiles at that time.”
Many Hugs,
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
     

Mike on the left with his 
brother, Tom
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To all the Mages Family enjoy your new found Ancestry and wear 
green on St. Patrick's Day for the 4% Irish we are.
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“Maggie”

Maggie and Noah

Maggie and Brynlee

Maggie giving 
the thumbs up 
while covered 
with the blanet 
Donna made for 
her

Larry and Maggie a couple 
as beautiful as this photo
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Margaret Ceclia Mages – September 02, 1951 
– January 21, 2018

Earlier days, The Mages Family Band. Front, Joe, 
Middle, Maggie, Emily, Amanda and Theresa, Back 
Larry and Matt.

Larry singing to Maggie as 
he did so many times.
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Maggie
     On January 21, 2018, our family lost a wonderful lady who had a special place in all 
our hearts.  Maggie was so loved by all of us, but especially to Larry, and her children, 
grandchildren, son and daughter in laws, who were not in laws at all, but her children 
too.  Larry and Maggie were not just husband and wife, but, “soul mates.”
     Because of our great love for Maggie we all mourn her with great intensity. 
     Maggie was a Soldier for Christ, A Warrier for Christ.  She was such a wonderful 
example to all of us especially her Grandchildren, as she was a great example of how 
to live your life so you can spend eternity in heaven with God.  She was a relentless 
supporter of the unborn.  She was always available to do God's work.  You could write 
a book on Maggie's life with all she accomplished.
     To Larry and her family our words seem so inadequate, but we love you.  The 
Mages Family extends our deepest sympathy to Larry, Ed, Monica, Theresa, Randy, 
Matt, Sarah, Amanda, Adam, Emily, Brennen, Joe and Imia and all the Grandchildren.  
We feel your saddness.  Our blessings to those who grieve, because it is a privelege to 
grieve for Maggie, because we were loved by a wonderful lady.  Blessed be her 
Memory.         Linda 

The Larry and Maggie Mages Family
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New Baby on the Way

Joe, Imia and Edison Mages 
wish to announce the coming 

arrival of a new addition to their 
family approximately on July 

03,2018.  Congratulations to you 
from the Mages Family

An Irish Blessing From Mom
Taking advantage of our 4%
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Fishing/Poker Weekend at Mike's Cabin 
We had another great Men's/Boys fishing weekend.  This year Mike hosted at his 
cabin on Lake Sarah.  We had a great turnout.  Attending were Joe Gall and his 
buddy Mike Eishen, Dan, Larry, Rick, John, Jeff, Curt, Tom, Mike, Ed, Jory, Tae, 
Lonny Wendinger, Lee Wendingerr, Brian Braun, Dewey, John Hertling, Jack, Dan 
Kodet and probably a few I forgot.  Rick, Mike, Tom, Joe, Dan Kodet, and Lee 
brought fish houses.  We played a lot of poker and shephead in the fish houses 
during the day and played Texes Holdem in the evening.  The Texas Holdem 
winners on Friday night were 1st John Hertling, 2nd Mike Mages, 3rd Tom Mages, 
4th Brian Braun.  The Saturday night winners were 1st Lee Wendinger, 2nd Mike 
Mages, 3rd Curt, 4th Rick.  Mike winning both nights looks a little fishy - he must 
have some secret cameras in his cabin.  Speaking of fish, we caught a few 
walleyes to make the weekend legitimate.  We all had a great time.  Thanks Mike 
for letting us use and abuse your cabin.

Men's Annual Fishing and Card Playing 
Weekend, January 26,27 & 28, 2018

Mike's Ice Castle
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Men's Weekend Continued
A walleye caught by Joe 
Gall's buddy, Mike Eichten 
with John looking on.

Doing dishes, L-R: Curt, 
Rick, Mike and Ed.

Playing Texas Holden L-
R: Lee Wendinger, Dan, 
Curt, Jack, Larry and Tae. 
 Mike standing in the 
background.
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Men's Weekend in Photo

 L-R: Rick, Jory, Lonny Wendinger, 
Dewey Havemeier, Mike and Ed.

Photo on the right, LR:, Rick, Jack, Ed, 
Jory, Mike, Tae, Tom, Dewey, Lee and 
Lonnie.

L-R: Jeff, John, Tom and Curt.  Back Dan Kodet, Rick, Tae, Jory, Jack, Lee, Brian 
Braun and John Hertling
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Card's With Mom, January 28,2018

L-R:Donna, Mike, Mom and Alissa are hidden, Tom, Joe, Dean, 
Lisa, Sharon, Rick, Linda, Betty, Jane and Debbie.

The gang was home for our beloved Maggie's funeral, so we took the opportunity to 
have a game of cards with Mom.  Joe and Linda along with Betty picked Mom up for 
Mass at St. Mary's in Sleepy Eye.  After Mass Debbie and Jane joined us and Joe 
drove all of us to Morgan, Mn. For St. Michael's sauage dinner.  We were joined by 
David, Jenny and Elizabeth Fischer, and Jenny's family for a wonderful meal.  We then 
headed back to Mom's house and was joined by Alissa Fischer, Amanda and Avery 
and Ragen Cook, Tony, Lisa and Brandon Schmitz, Nancy Strate, Mike Mages, Tom 
and Sharon Mages, Dean and Donna Nelson, Rick and Jane Mages along with 
Debbie, Mom, Betty, Joe and Linda.  The card game “65” was played with Betty being 
the big winner.  It was a wonderful day of love.

Maggie 
and Ed

Maggie and her 
girls, Theresa, 
Emily and 
Amanda
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“Ah, Get Out of Here,”  Sisters in Florida
     From Febuary 05 to Febuary 11, 2018 a rumble was felt in Florida because of all the 
laughter between five sisters enjoying the 70's and 80's temperatures, and each other.  
Monday late afternoon Debbie picked up Lisa, and headed to Linda's in Mankato to pick her 
up, and off to Curt and Kathys to spend the night as we had to be at the airport at 5 am the 
next morning.  Kathy had a wonderful supper prepared for us as we arrived, and Curt made 
us breakfast the next morning before taking us to the airport.  Kristen picked us up when we 
arrived home , and Kathy had a wonderful late lunch prepared for us again.  Thank you so 
much from Debbie, Lisa and I to them for taking such good care of us.  We love you.  Curt 
drove all of us to see the spectacular Ice Palace that our brother, Mike, worked on.  Wow!
     Betty welcomed Debbie, Lisa, Nancy and I at the Orlando Airport.  Betty's first surprise for 
us was that she arranged a rocket lauch at the Kennedy Space Center of the Heavy Falcon 
carrying the Tesla vehicle and dummy passenger.  What a site!!!!  We feel priveleged to see 
such a spectacular event.  Thanks Betty for doing that.  You really know how to throw a party.  
    We then attended ,”Al Capone's,” nightclub with VIP tickets secured by Betty.  What a way 
to start a vacation.  By the way Mom, we have another sister, Bunny, a cast member wants us 
to adopt her.  We said, “ we don't have a “Bunny” , so you need another gift to get next 
Christmas. Our table was given the line, Ah, Get Out of Here, to say during the play given 
during our supper, whenever the name “Espendito” was mentioned.  With our arms raised, 
and waved together away from the front of us we said, “Ah, Get Out of Here” With the VIP 
tickets all you can drink and eat all night.  Again Betty sure does know how to throw a party.  
     On to Betty's new home which she is in the process of making it her own.  Everyday we 
went to a different restaurant by the ocean, and many photos were taken.  By the way Mom, 
we adopted Debra #2, our waitress at, “Waldo's,” She was so much fun, and we liked her.  
Another Christmas present is needed.  
     We paid our respects to the beach where Teresa's memory is.  The sad part of our trip, but 
we are glad we went there.
     We attended Betty's church, St. John's, in Vero Beach,  Absolutely beautiful.  Just 
gorgeous statues everywhere.  Betty gave us a tour after Mass.
     We enjoyed Betty's pool at the club house.  Nancy made us all some tasty drinks to tide us 
over at the pool.
     We enjoyed playing  B-I-N-G-O at Betty's club house even though none of us won.  We 
also enjoyed pizza and horse racing at the club house's Valentine's Day party.  Debbie was 
the only winner there.  
     Thank you so much Betty for a great vacation.  God Bless You          Linda
     

At Curt and Kathy's the night before,  L_R: 
Kathy, Linda, Lisa and Debbie.
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Sisters In Florida Continued

Ice Castle Photos Our feet in the 
sand on the beach

Debbie, Linda, Betty, Nancy and Lisa at Waldos
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Sister's In Florida

Our beautiful hostess, Betty

After lunch at Mulligans we played in the ocean, Nancy, Linda, Lisa, Betty and 
Debbie

Photo below at the restaurant, SquidLipps, 
Nancy, Betty, Debbie, Linda and Lisa
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Oatmeal Chocolate Chip Cookies
1 cup shortening or butter 1 1/3 cup flour
2 eggs 1 tsp. Soda
1 cup sugar 1 tsp. Salt
½ cup brown sugar 2 cups oatmeal
2  tsp. Vanilla 1 12oz. Pkg, chocolate chips

Beat butter, sugar, eggs and vanilla until fluffy.  Add dry ingredients.  Stir in Chocolate 
chips.  Bake at 375 degrees 8 to 10 minutes 

My friend, JoAnn Neudecker, made these cookies for our enjoyment when we went 4-
wheeling with Helmut and Birgit and Tobi this summer.  Many of you have been asking 
for the recipe after tasting these great cookies, so here it is.  Linda

Arlene Mages on the left with JoAnn Neudecker the day we went 4-
wheeling with our German Cousins, Helmut, Birgit and Tobi.
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Diana Marie Mages Baptism, 
Daughter of Ken and Trista

Baptism for Diana Marie Mages was held on the morning of Saturday,  January 27th 
at the United Church of Christ in Montevideo.  Pastor Richard Fylling officiated, which 
was special to the family as he also baptized Diana's three siblings.  Diana wore a 60 
year old baptismal gown that both Trista and Trista's mother were also baptized in.  
Diana's sponsors are Ron and Steph Yong, good friends of Ken and Trista's, and 
Stevie and Melanie Miller. However,  both sets of sponsors were sick the day of the 
service,  so in a special gesture  grandma Jermayne Marie and Trista's godmother, 
Janet Marie (both of whom Diana was named after) took their places for the 
ceremony.

Ken holding Everett, Julia, Nora, Trista holding Diana
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Diana's Baptism Continued in Photo
Grandma Jermayne and DianaRev. Richard, Ken, Diana and Trita

Trista and 
Diana

Grandma 
Jermayne 
and Diana

Beautiful Baby Diana Marie
Ken, Trista, Janet and Jermayne , Diana
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“Maggie”

Christmas 
2017 
Larry and 
Maggie 
with all 
their 
Grandkids 
in there 
new PJ's

Enjoying Lake Elizabeth on their pontoon at their lake home, “ Emerald Hideaway,” L-
R: Larry, Matt, Maggie, Brynlee, Emily, Leo, Grandma Barbara,  Back row, L-R: Halle, 
McKenna and Josie.
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“Maggie”

Holding hands to join their family
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