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God's Blessings to 
all.  Love, Linda

     
     The photos on this page were taken by Gina while she and I and 
Josie were in the historic and beautiful city of Boston the beginning of 
May 2018.

     Congratulations to our graduates, Brennen Mages, Jasmine Miller 
and  Natalie Goblirsch.  They have all accomplished much during their 
years in school, and now go on to show the world their skills, 
compassion, and storing more knowledge as they pursue college.  Job 
well done.

Happy Father's Day to all our Great Dads
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June Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
May 26, 2018, Wedding of Bonita Mages and Eric 
Ingersoll at Lake Henry, Minnesota.

May 28, 2018, Graduation for Natalie Goblirsch

June 01, 2018- Baby due for Doug and Suzanne Pflaum

June 02, 2018, Brennen Mages Graduation

June 08, 09 & 10, 2018, Forever Young held at Emerald 
Hideaway.

June10, 2018, Graduation for Jasmine Michelle Lee Miller

June 14, 2018, Maple River Marching Band in 
Paynesville, Mn.

June 16, 2018, Maple River Marching Band in Fairbault, 
Mn.

June 17,2018, Maple River Marching Band in Hutchinson, 
Mn.

July 02 – July 29, 2018 – Helmut, Birgit and boys will be 
here.

July 03,2018, Baby due for Joe and Imia Mages

July 29, 2018 – Mages Fest, German Park, New Ulm, Mn

Aug 02,2018, Baby due for Mikayla and Billy Bruggeman

Nov. 24, 2018 – Mages Christmas,at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in New Ulm, Minnesota.

October 05, 2019, Wedding of Michelle Mages and Cody 
Becker.

Brianna Jensen June 01
Monica Mages June 05
Everly Jensen June 07
Emily Rath June 08
Andy Mages June 08
Joselynn Andersen June 08
Aaron Mages June 09
Andrew Mages June 11
Halle Mages June 15
Larry Mages June 15
Debra Fischer June 15
LaCosta Mages June 20
Birgit Mages June 23
Issac Mages June 25
Steven Mages June 26
Peyton Mages June 28
Adelyn Edmunds June 28
Brennen Mages June 29

Mages Fest Date Change
****“Date changed for Magesfest 2018.”****
Magesfest date is changed to Sunday July 
29, 2018 and will be at German Park in New 
Ulm. 
More details to follow in the next newsletter.
Hosted by:  Tom & Sharon Mages and their 
family

My apologizes to Alex Mages 
for omitting his birth date last 
month.  May 06  Linda

Omitted Birth Date
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Forever Young
     Those family members who belong to Forever Young or those 
family members who want to join are invited to Emerald Hideaway 
on June 8, 9 and if you are planning to attend Jasmine Miller's 
graduation you can stay until the 10th as it is on the way to 
Swanville.  Please let Larry know if you plan to attend

Josie, Isaac, Cameron and the Maple Lake Marching Irish have a 
few parades that are near family coming up in June. If anyone is 
planning to attend any of the following parades, give them a little 
encouragement when they come marching through.
June 14 – Paynesville
June 16 – Faribault
June 17 – Hutchinson

 
Theresa and Randy

Isaac

Marching Dates 

Josie marching
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Brennen Mages Graduation

June Anniversaries
John and Cindy Mages
June 30 39 years

Todd and Gina Andersen
June 12 09 years

Riley and Brianna Jensen
June 13 09 years

Zachary and Brittany Mages
June 10       01 year



Remember When by Mom

“Let's Play Ball”

     The Mages family has a family picnic in the summertime every year going back at 
least fifty years or more.  After we moved to Sleepy Eye, we met at South Park or 
Allison Park, Eagles Park, Sportsmans Park , north of the lake or Kiefer Park.  Kiefer 
Park is a little park in the Northeast part of Sleepy Eye with a softball field, tennis 
courts, playground and picnic tables.  We had several picnics there, and everyone 
played soft ball.  Had a great time.  We had our nine sons, and seven daughters – our 
own team, so we planned to invite a neighbor family the next year.  The Clarence and 
Myra Soukup family had ten sons and three daughters.  They accepted our invitation, 
and we shared a delicious picnic dinner with them before playing softball.  Everyone 
had come prepared with balls, bats and mitts.  
     What a ball game!!!!  We won the first game,  Linda and Nancy were married so our 
son-in-laws, Joe and Chuck also played.  Also on the Soukup side were some son-in-
laws.  They won the second game.  Is there time for a third???  The plays were fast 
and furious.  The inning went fast, the teams were well matched, but it ended in a tie 
game.  Time to go home and milk those cows.  What a good way for the day to end.  
“Gotta do it again sometime!”  When we see them we still talk of old times.
     Dan and Larry and their families both lived near LaFayette, a town north of New 
Ulm.  Larry wanted our family to play in their softball tournament someday.  In 1980, 
Mike had his 15th birthday, and that year we were scheduled to play in the softball 
tournament as, Al's Bombers.  Dad would be the manager of the team.  Dan, Larry, 
Duane, Rick, John, Jeff, Curt, Tom and Mike plus son-in-laws, Joe and Chuck and 
Kevin.  Stretch Fischer also was not quite a son-in-law yet, but he played also.  We 
had enough players to have a coach at first and third base.  
     We wore red T-shirts with the name, “AL'S BOMBERS,” printed on them.  Guys and 
gals and kids all had red shirts.  The games were held on Saturday in September, 
1980, at the Clarence Meidl Baseball Field in LaFayette, Minnesota. Even Grandma 
Elizabeth Mages, and Ozzie Mages were at the games.. Ozzie was in his wheelchair.  
He also got a red, Al' Bombers shirt.  Rick and Jane and family came from Pierz, Mn.  
Betty and girls came from Ellsworth Air Force Base in Rapid City, South Dakota.
     The first team we played was the Klossner team.  Rick and Kevin were our pitchers. 
 Stretch was the first baseman.  Dad was catcher the first inning, but after that he just, 
“managed.”  Dan took over as catcher.  We women cheered from the bleachers, but 
we were happy to hold three month old Emily for awhile.  The little ones were playing in 
the playground. Greg and Eddie were putting the numbers on the scoreboard.
     Ozzie said to park his wheelchair in a good place.  He'll catch the foul balls.  
     It was a good game, but we lost that one.  We play another game at two o'clock.  
So we headed to the picnic area.  The coolers came out of the cars, and soon we had 
a picnic dinner on the table.  
     But there was a contest going on.  Who could do the longest hand stand, or walk on 
their hands? 

Page 5



Page 6

“Lets Play Ball” Continued
When Dan tried it, the change was rolling out of his pockets, so they encouraged him 
to keep going.  The little boys were picking up the change.  The guys had a race – 
where did that energy come from?  It was close, but John is the fastest runner.  Time 
for dinner.
     At two p. m. the game with the New Ulm Building Center began.  It was so exciting, 
the guys were hitting on both teams.  The Bombers had the bases loaded in the sixth 
inning,  John was on first, Jeff on second, and Stretch on third.  Curt came up to bat.  
We were cheering at the top of our voices.  Our cheerleaders, Lisa, Gina, Connie, 
Becky and Theresa were waving their pom poms.  Curt was ready for the next strike.  
He hit that ball, and away it went into right field.  Jeff, Stretch and John took off, and  
so did Curt.  Jeff and Stretch made it home with John not far behind.  He was going to 
beat that ball.  He slid into home plate, and raised a cloud of dust.  When the dust 
cleared the umpire said, SAFE.  Curt ended up on third base, and Duane brought him 
home on the next hit.  Greg and Eddie were busy, busy putting those numbers up.  
     Even Grandma Elizabeth got excited.  Betty even played one inning in the field 
during the game.  But the New Ulm Building Center had a good team, and they made 
one more score than we did.  As we congratulated them, we shared many laughs with 
these old friends.
     The guys picked up their equipment, and said time to have a beer, and get 
something to eat before we all go home.  It was a good time to play together again.  
     It reminded me of the games we'd play on summer evenings after the chores were 
done.  We'd  all go out by the bin site, and put the bases down.  Everyone got to play, 
even the little ones.  
     One night Pudgie Mickelson came out when we were playing ball.  He was a 
policeman in Sleepy Eye, but he wasn't wearing his uniform.  He had come to tell Curt 
that he had been selected to attend Boys State that summer for three or four days at 
Hamline College in Minneapolis.  So we asked him if he'd like to join our game.  He 
was happy to play ball.  We played until dark.  When I went into the house the phone 
was ringing.  It was Mrs. Mickelson, she had been trying to locate him, and she had no 
luck calling him.  I gave him the message, and he went home.  He said he enjoyed 
playing ball with us.  We did have a good time.
     Now we have grandchildren that still play on their local teams.  They played on their 
school teams, and want to enjoy the game by playing.  And what a coincidence that I 
now live next door to Kiefer Park.  

Love to all
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Al's Bombers in Photo
Mike Gall 
batting

I'm  thinking 
Al' Bombers 
played at a 
later time 
also as this is 
Mike Gall 
catching 

Front, Sandy 
Zimiga, Ed, Arri 
Z. and Rick L-
R,first row 
Betty, A.J. Curt, 
Mike G. and 
Adam B.  Row 
2, Dad, Randy, 
Matt and Aaron
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Al's Bombers in Photo Continued

Greg at the scoreboard
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Photos Continue of Al's Bombers

Dan at bat

Duane at bat

Tom at bat

Duane at bat

Dan at bat
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Al's Bombers Continued

The cheering 
section

The team having a beer
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Al's Bombers 
group photos
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The Woodbury Garage Sales
     On May 9,10 and 11, 2018, the annual Woodbury Garage were held with Curt and 
Kathy Mages hosting our bunch.  Those who attended this year were Kathy, Curt, 
Kristin, Suzanne, Michelle,  Suzanne's Mother-in-law, Anne and Grandma Ruth, Tracy 
Steiner, Kathy's friend, Sharon Mages, Stacie Roiger, Alissa Fischer, Dan and Arlene 
Mages, and Joe and Linda Gall.  Stacie has a new house to furnish so she and Sharon 
had goals.  Michelle is moving back to Minnesota after graduating from pharmacy 
college as a Dr. of Pharmacy, Kathy and Suzanne have a new baby coming in the 
family the end of May, and Arlene and I just wanted to get more experience as we have 
graduated from , “How to Deal and Get a Lower Price,” School.  Kathy and Jermayne 
through the years have been our teachers, so you did well you two, as Kathy said we 
did good.  We even found a double baby stroller for Ken and Trista Mages' Everett and 
Diana.  There were times the tension was high as Arlene would pick up something that 
Linda thought she would want also, so with a sigh of relief when Arlene put it back 
down Linda picked it right up.  Dan had a close moment when Arlene wanted to go 
through some boxes in the back of Dan's pickup that Dan did not want her to see, as it 
was her Mother's Day gift.  Only the best,  a three foot frog with a Santa hat, and a 
water fountain system for Arlene.   The girls went from sale to sale with three cars, and 
Dan, Curt and Joe with Dan's pickup picked up all our purchases and when the pickup 
was full they had a trailor sitting in a church parking lot to empty all our treasures, and 
they came again to load somemore.  At the end of the day someone asked me how old 
Joe was, I said he birthday was tomorrow.  They all said why didn't you tell us sooner, 
so the search was on for the perfect gifts for Joe. Arlene found Joe a monkey plate for 
him to eat his supper on, and Sharon found him a pair of sunglasses with the 
mustasche already attached.   The big find of the day was a table and nine chairs 
Sharon had been searching for all day.  Stacie bought the first purchase of the day, a 
threadmill.  The guys got a proper workout right from the beginning.  Thank you Kathy, 
Curt, Kristin, Suzanne and Michelle.       Linda

The photo on the left 
is Arlene on a 
unicycle that Dan 
bought.  Dan had 
such good luck with 
all his treasures.  The 
photo on the right is 
Michelle with a 
purchase of a grill.  
Sharon, Suzanne and 
Linda in the 
background.  
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Woodbury in Photo

Our adopted sister, Mary Havemeier, 
pedaling a free  exercise cycle, on the 
street, in public.  We have taught her 
well

L-R: Kristen, Linda, Sharon, Arlene, Joe, 
Kathy, Curt, Dan, Stacie and Michelle.

L-R; Kristen, Arlene, Sharon, Alissa, Tracy, 
Kathy, Stacie, Anne, Suzanne, Joe, Linda, 
Ruth, Curt and Dan eating lunch in the 
church parking lot by the trailor that hold 
our treasures.

Sharon's 
table, Kathy, 
Sharon, 
Linda and 
Arlene

We are being entertained by Alissa 
during lunch, Sharon, Alissa and 
Tracy Steiner

Joe with his mustache 
sunglasses and monkey plate 
for his                 birthday with 
Linda
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Engagement 

Michelle Debra Mages, daughter of Curt and Kathy Mages and Cody Becker would like 
to announce their engagement.  Their wedding will be October 05,2019.

Cards With Mom
    On May,08,2018 Mass was held for the deceased members of the Alphonse Mages 
family at St. Mary's Catholic church in Sleepy Eye with breakfast and cards to follow at 
Mom's house.  Lunch was held at the railway.  In the morning we played, Hand and 
Foot and partners Nancy and Rick won the first games.  In the afternoon Joe joined us 
for Hand and Foot and was also the winner of the afternoon game.  Those present 
were, Rick, Betty, Barb, Nancy, Dan, Larry, Mom, Debbie, Joe and Linda.  Everyone 
wanted to pour coffee, but Dan did prevail once, and then Rick did it the proper way 
with a towel draped over his arm, and Joe even took a turn.  
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Cards With Mom in Photo

Joe 
pouring 
Linda a cup 
of coffee

Rick pouring coffee for Linda 
with Nancy looking on

L-R;Betty, Mom, Rick, Larry, 
Barb, Nancy and Linda

Left photo, Dan 
pouring coffee for 
Barb and Mom.  
Left bottom photo 
is L-R;Rick, Dan, 
Barb, Mom, 
Debbie, Nancy 
and Betty
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Rhett Sherman Jensen- Born May 18,2018 at 2:30pm 
weighing 7#12oz, 201/4 inches long, son of Riley and 

Brianna Jensen and brother to Everly, and Grandson of Rick 
and Jane Mages
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Rhett Sherman

Everly and Rhett
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Memorial Weekend Rafting From Years Gone By
     As I was going through old photo albums looking for Al's Bombers pictures I found so many other 
photos from years gone by that I thought might be fun to put into the Family Reunion.  If any of you 
have some old family photos you would like to share each month please send them to my email with 
a message about the photo or photos.  This photos are from about the late 1980's and early 1990's 
when we use to raft down the Cottonwood each year over Memorial Day.  One year Tom and Sharon 
had a Newlywed raft, and one year Chuck Strate had a grill on his, and fed the fellow rafters as they 
went down the Cottonwood.  We would all meet at South Park in Sleepy Eye after for supper and 
Trophys were awarded to the best and fastest rafts.          Linda

This is Tom and Sharon's Newlywed raft.  Joe Gall is pushing them out into the 
water.  Behind them is Rick, Robbie and Chrissy Mages with Jim Pelzel.  Matt 
Mages is on shore.
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Memorial Day Rafting in Photo

Mike Mages and Curt Mages, Amy 
Steffl and Lisa Schmitz rafting on 
the Cottonwood River May 30. 
1988

May 30,1988, Jim Pelzel, Robbie 
behind tube, Rick and Chrissy 
Mages rafting down the 
Cottonwood River

May 30, 1988 Jeremy and Dan 
Mages first raft.  Eddie Mages 
back left,  Brad and Greg Mages 
on shore rafting down the 
Cottonwood River. 



Page 20

In the Archives

Auctioneer, Larry Mages takes bids at the 40th annual 4-H Livestock Sale at the 
Brown County Fair.

One of the Sister's 
Weekends at Linda's 
house.  What is Donna 
doing to Betty?  Barb 
looking on
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