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God's Blessings to all.  Love, Linda

     
     Bonita and Eric's wedding was so special.  What a wonderful 
couple.  John and Cindy's wine on all the tables, was so tasty, and 
appreciated by all.  I have to say we throughly enjoyed Eric's 
family here from California and Arizona.  I was so lucky to have 
breakfast with them at the hotel.  What great people.

     The photos of Calla Lillies on this page are not mine, but mine 
look just like this.  My Aunt Martha Serbus brought bulbs to plant 
the last two years to the Kodet's Sisters Day, and no one wanted 
them but me, and I just love their beauty.  Thank You Aunt Martha.
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July Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
July 02 – July 29, 2018 – Helmut, Birgit and boys will be 
here.

July 03,2018, Baby due for Joe and Imia Mages

July 29, 2018 – Mages Fest, German Park, New Ulm, Mn

Aug 02,2018, Baby due for Mikayla and Billy Bruggeman

Aug 11, 2018 , Jim's 40th Birthday, Paynesville, Mn.

September 15 & 16, 2018 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

Nov. 24, 2018 – Mages Christmas,at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in New Ulm, Minnesota.

October 05, 2019, Wedding of Michelle Mages and Cody 
Becker.

Brennen Rath July 01
Gina Andersen July 02
Dawn Plath July 04
Josephine Wagner July 05
Cameron Wagner July 06
Raymond Mages July 10
Avery Cook July 11
Luke Mages July 15
Logan Miller July 16
Vann Mages July 17
Lisa Schmitz July 18
Adam Butler July 19
Jasmine Miller July 20
Kristen Mages July 22
Jane Mages July 23
Martin Mages July 23
Josh VanderHook July 26
Nolan Gall July 29

Our German 
Family will be 
here soon.  

Can't  wait to 
hug them.

July Anniversaries
Rick and Jane Mages Larry and Deb Fischer
July 17   45 years July 11 37 years

Dean and Donna Nelson Curt and Kathy Mages
July 26 34 years July 12 32 years

Mike and Amy Mages Shane and Becky Wilson
July 29 29 years July 18 26 years

Jeremy and Kari Mages Aaron and Erica Mages
July 15 18 years July 23 13 years

Alan and Julia Strand Rob and JoEdna Mages
July 29 12 years July 05 10 years

David and Samantha Nelson  John and Amanda Cook
July 27 06 years July 13 05 years

TJ and Madeline Ibberson
July 11 03 years

Billy and MiKayla Bruggeman
July 15 01 year
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Remember When by Mom

Pets

     I remember the Christmas season of 1968.  Aayctually there was one incident that I 
won't forget.  That was the year that Snookie came to live with us.  She was a baby 
peek-a-poo only about two months old.  She was going to be a Christmas present for 
Mike, who was three and a half years old.  
     On the last day before Christmas vacation from St. Mary's School, Larry and Duane 
brought her home with them.  The Reinhart boys gave the puppy to them, and she fit 
right into the pocket of their winter coat.  She had to be a secret for a couple of days, 
so they took her up to their bedroom, and gave her warm milk up there.  She didn't 
bark very loud, so she didn't make much noise.
     When Christmas Eve came we put her into a barrel shaped basket that had a lid on 
it.  We put her on a soft blanket, and after Santa Claus came, we put her basket right 
by the other gifts.
     When the children saw the gifts they were very excited.  Mike saw the basket, and 
walked right up and picked it up, and opened the lid, and there was the puppy.  The 
puppy had found it's owner, or was it the other way around?  The boy had found his 
pet.  We all had a turn holding the furry, black puppy, and Mike and Tom were busy 
finding a box for her.  She didn't have a name yet, but somehow she became called 
Snookie.  
     She grew rapidly, and when spring came she was old enough to enjoy the company 
of the big dogs outside.  We had two white German Shepherds named Trixie and 
Lassie.  In the wintertime they stayed in the barn at night.  In the morning when chores 
were being done, they roamed the farm site.  They loved being with the cattle.
     Dan was in the Air Force, and when he was discharged, he and Arlene lived on a 
farm near LaFayette, Mn.  Lassie became their dog.  They had other animals, so 
Lassie was their, “guard dog.”  She eventually had cancer, and died.  Trixie lived to be 
thirteen or fourteen years or so, but one day she disappeared.  
     Dad went to Severson's, and bough t another white German Shepherd pup.  We 
also called her Trixie.  She was with us for many years.  She loved being with the 
feeder cattle.  When the semi came to load them for market, she didn't want the steers 
to load, so we had to get her out of the area.
     Snookie was a very smart dog.  She learned to do easy tricks- shake paws- roll 
over, In the summer time we would take her to sleep in the barn at night.  The cows 
were turned out, and only baby calves were in the barn.  The boys fixed her a soft spot 
in the manger, by the calves.  She didn't want to go to the barn.  We'd have to remind 
Mike to take Snookie to the barn, and as soon as she'd hear, “barn,” she would go hide 
under our bed in the bedroom, so they'd have to get her from under the bed.  We 
would start spelling, b-a-r-n, but she caught on to that soon enough.  If she managed 
to get away with hiding, I'd hear her in the middle of the night , wagging her tail, as if to 
say, - haha,I got away this time!
     When Mike was in kindergarten, the children were bringing their pets to school, and 
he wanted to take Snookie.  At first we said, “NO,” but somebody brought a rabbit. So 
Okay.



Page 4

Pets Continued
He had school only in the morning, so when the older kids drove to school, they took 
Snookie along.  After about an hour the teacher called if we could come and get 
Snookie – okay she was disturbing the class.  So I guess Snookie did not like to go to 
school.  Snookie became a Mother in her later years to four little puppies.  Penny 
made a home at Linda and Joe's and she was Gina's pet.  Sparky went to Rick and 
Jane's.  Tippy was Lisa's pet, and she was stolen right off our yard.  A truck had 
stopped near the road by our ballfield. I hope Tippy was a nice pet for someone.  
     Snookie was a loyal, faithful dog, and we all loved her, but she was fourteen years 
old, and almost blind.  One day I came home from town, and I was driving into the 
garage.  When se heard the car, she came running, and I hit her with the car.  I felt so 
bad, I put her on the grass, and covered her with a blanket.  When Mike came from 
school we buried her.  
     We wanted to get another dog to roam with Trixie.  We saw an ad in the paper for a 
young dog to give away.  We checked it out, and came home with the name, “Mongie.”
     Mongie was a medium size, short hair dog.  Ray and Dorothy Manderfeld received 
her as a Christmas present from family, and the dog needed more exercise than they 
could give her.  We told them we're only ten miles away, that they could come out, and 
visit anytime.  
     Mongie seemed to enjoy it on the farm running around the farm site with Trixie.  
They had a squirrel cornered up in a pine tree south of the house one whole afternoon. 
The squirrel knew enough to stay up in the tree.  Anytime it moved, they were on alert.  
     Ray and Dorothy came out to visit, and Mongie was so happy to see them.  She 
had her space on the couch in the garage, and they saw she had a good place.  We 
had a sack of dog food in the garage, and the dogs would help themselves.  Even the  
neighbor dog came over sometimes for dog food.  They visited again a year later, and 
she still remembered them.  When we moved off the farm, Dan and Arlene came.  
Mongie stayed with them.  
     Trixie was closed up in the garage one day.  The door closed, and everyone was 
gone.  She did not like to be closed up, so she started chewing on the fiberglass door.  
When we came home Trixie had blood on her face.  She had made the hole big 
enough to get out of the garage.  When we cleaned her up, we could see her injury 
was not bad enough to take her to the vet.  Alphonse got his saw, and evened up the 
hole in the door.  So now we had a pet door!  In the cold weather we put a rug over it, 
and the dogs could go in or out.  
     The dogs loved warm milk, and at chore time they waited for that last milker to be 
emptied into the big pan in the barn.  All the cats, and the dogs would be lapping up 
the milk at the same time.
     This is a memory of some of the friends we had on the farm.  Sometimes my friends 
would sit by my side waiting to be petted.  Sometimes they would walk by my side as I 
got the mail, but they were a friend ot all of us.  
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma    
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Douglas James 
Pflaum, born 

May 31, 2018, at 
11:37 am to 
Doug and 

Suzanne Pflaum 
weighing 6# 

11oz and 20.5 
inches.  He is 

the new 
Grandson of 

Curt and Kathy 
Mages.
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Mages Fest 2018

Magesfest 
2018
Picnic

Magesfest 2018, will be held in New Ulm at German Park, (200 North German St. New 
Ulm, Mn.) Sunday July 29, 2018.  The potluck meal will be held at NOON in the 
shelter, (closest to the water fountain.  :NO SWIMMING ALLOWED.”  We will provide 
the plates, utensils, napkins.  Bring your own lawn chairs and beverages.  (NO GLASS 
BOTTLES ALLOWED IN THE PARK.)  The crowning of Ms. Magesfest will be in the 
afternoon.

This years anniversaries are:

Rick and Jane (45 years)

Tom and Sharon ( 30 years)

Hope to see you all!

Tom and Sharon, TJ, Stacie, Scott and Ashley

New Home

We are happy to announce 
that we are 
HOMEOWNERS!!!!  We 
invite you to stop in 
anytime you're in the 
area!!!

Address: 205 Liberty Lane 
Jordan, MN 55352

TJ and Stacie Rogier
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Jim's 40th Birthday
Saturday, August 11th at 4p.m.

Hog Roast meal at 6:30p.m.

Bring your own beverages

Dancing/music
Starting at 8p.m.

At the Mages Farm
25436  278th Ave. Paynesville, Mn.

Plenty of room for campers/tents

Call Jim at 320-248-6564
Trish at 320-766-5817 with any questions

Thanks,
Trish
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Mom's 89th Birthday Celebration
     On Tuesday, May 29th ten of us met at the movie theater at the River Hills Mall in 
Mankato, Mn. To celebrate Mom's 89th birthday by viewing the movie, “The Book Club.”
Debbie who organized this great event, secured tickets for all of us so we could all 
seat together.  We all chipped in and bought Mom popcorn and a drink which we all 
had at a table provided by the theater.  Debbie brought rice krispie treats for after the 
movie with one having a candle which she lite, and we all sang Happy Birthday.  Mystie 
Lynn Deegan and her friend Joshua Dittrich happened to be going to the movie, so 
they got in on that part of the celebration.  We all enjoyed the movie so much with 
much laughter along the way.  Thank  You Debbie for planning this, and Happy 
Birthday Mom and many, many more to come.  Those present were Mom, Arlene, 
Jane, Debbie, Nancy, Betty, LeAnn, Sharon, Lisa and Linda.        Linda

L-R: LeAnn, Arlene, Mom, Betty, Lisa, Jane, Linda, Debbie, Sharon and Nancy
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Mom's Birthday in Photo
Debbie, Sharon, Mom, Linda and Betty Lisa, Sharon, Mom, and Jane

Nancy, LeAnn, Linda, Arlene and Betty

Mom and Lisa

Mom, Mysti Lynn 
and Joshua
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Cards With Mom

     On a rainy Monday, June 11th Mass was held at St Mary's Church in Sleepy Eye for 
the +deceased Mages family members. Afterwards Dan, Betty, Barb, Jermayne and her 
fiancé- Duke & myself were at Mom's for breakfast.  Mom had a project.... to inspect her 
garbage disposal that was acting up. Smart Betty and Dan got it going again, so project 
done in no time.   Work hard, now play hard! Some stayed to play Hand & Foot cards to 
follow. Many fun stories were shared as always. Next get together will be Tuesday, July 
17th. Come join us in prayer, good food & good laughs. Hugs,    Debbie

L-R: Dan, Duane, 
Betty, Mom and 
Jermayne

L-R: Barb, 
Duane, 
Jermayne, 
Mom and 
Betty

L_R: Barb, Duane, 
Betty, Debbie and 
Mom
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     Doctor Michelle Mages graduated from Drake University’s College of Pharmacy 
on May 19, 2018.  Michelle was one of three students who gave a joint speech to 
represent her class.  Joining Michelle at the event were her parents, Curt and Kathy, 
sister Kristen and her fiancé Lewis, Aunt Mary Becker and Uncle Tom, Michelle’s 
fiancé Cody and his parents Mary and Rich Becker.  Michelle is now working as a 
pharmacist in a residency program at Hennepin Healthcare Clinics in Minneapolis.  

Dr. Michelle Mages

L-R: couples, Kathy and 
Curt, Kristen and Lewis, 
Michelle and Cody, Mary 
and Tom and Mary and 
Rich

Dr. Michelle Mages

Sister's Weekend Update
Hey...Success!  We were able to get Sister 
Weekend 2018 lined up to take place at Larry's 
lake home, Emerald Hideaway on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 15th and 16th!  This avoids 
the St. Mary's of New Ulm Church festival for 
Sharon, a commitment Kathy had for the next 
weekend and some other commitment Deb had 
as well. It is a go!

Now we need to come up with some wonderful 
ideas for what to do during the event. If the three 
of us could try and come up early on Saturday 
morning that would be great...however, I am also 
open to gathering there Friday night the 14th if 
the rest of you think that would be helpful or 
restful!

Lisa
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On May 19th I finished up my mission work with NET Ministries. We returned to 
Minnesota on May 12th and had what we called 'Wrap-Up Week' at the national 
headquarters which is located in West St. Paul. It was a bittersweet goodbye 
leaving Naples, FL. I left so many new friends there and knew I was leaving forever 
changed. About a week before we left I was talking with one of the girls who was a 
'regular' at our events and had grown to be like my little sister. We were both talking 
about our thoughts on this upcoming transition. I told her how now I was going to 
have to fight harder. Fight for my faith and for who I had become. To leave this 
community in Naples and to leave my team, some of the coolest, most rad, and 
holiest people I ever met, was going to be tough. I was also scared about what my 
faith would become. At every time of transition in my life, high school to college, or 
from the college year to summer, my prayer life always suffered a bit. I needed 
routine and when that routine was interrupted it took me time to rebuild my prayer 
life back. When I was in Naples I came to know the heart of Christ. He became 
constant for me. I relied on him more and more each day. I encountered the love of 
God like never before. It probably sounds dramatic, and honestly, that's because it 
was. There is this song that we would sing during our team praise and worship 
sometimes called 'Closer' by Amanda Cook (no, not my sister...lol). One line of the 
lyrics says, "Your love has ravished my heart and taken me over." Well, I 
experienced this in Naples, and I was afraid that leaving meant I would leave this 
too. 

 

I wanted to share a bit of my story this year with you because this isn't something 
that can only happen on the beautiful beaches of Naples, but it can happen in each 
of our messy yet perfectly made hearts. 

 

Let me start with my team. These people were the bees' knees. They taught me 
about sacrificial love, honesty, forgiveness, mercy, vulnerability, surrender to the 
Lord, and a whole lot more. They knew how to have fun, but more importantly they 
knew Christ and they loved like Christ. Some things I miss most are our daily praise 
and worship sessions of Team Prayer, the times we would casually chat about our 
prayer in the morning and discuss what God was revealing to us, the Bible studies 
we'd have on the beach, and the times when we'd just sit around at the end of the 
night and sing the goofiest songs while one of the teammates accompanied us with 
the guitar. I am so grateful for them and the ways that they saw me through Christ's 
eyes this year. They allowed me to be myself and helped me discover pieces of me 
I hadn’t known. I found community in my team. They held me accountable to who 
Christ has called me to be and would love me through each fall.

Jessica Schmitz's Year With Net Ministries
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Jessica Continued

Jessica

Because of the love, support, and prayer of my team, our ministry soared. God called 
us to this mission of planting seeds in the hearts of the community in Naples. Never 
did we think we were worthy enough to see the fruits of these seeds, but God showed 
us many instances of how hearts were changing. I will share with you just one story. 
About every other Sunday the parish we were at held Confirmation classes. I was a 
small group leader in both a morning session and an evening session of the class, so I 
had a total 17 girls I was leading. The class was structured where a teacher would go 
over the material from their textbook, we’d watch a short video series on the topic, and 
then we’d break into our small groups. I guess my job was to make the topic real…to 
show how these things we hear about in class actually happen in real life and make a 
difference. Things like how the Holy Spirit is always working in our daily actions, how 
the Sacraments give us grace and are a powerful encounter with Christ each and 
every time even when we can’t see it, how when we ask for the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
God provides, and how we can turn to our patron Saints and ask for their intercession. 
One class period was structured differently. Earlier in the year the students were given 
the chance to write down any question they had about the Catholic Church, about 
Christ and his teaching, and our Pastor was going to answer every single question for 
them. When listening to Father John address the students’ questions and concerns, I 
noticed that so many of the questions dealt with matters of same sex attractions. It’s 
not that I didn’t have similar questions, but I realized in that moment that so many of 
these students I work with on a daily basis have so many questions about these topics 
and we don’t talk about them.
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Jessica Continued
 I went to class the next week and I knew I had to talk to them about it. I didn’t know 
if any of these girls personally struggled in this way, but I knew that they might have a 
friend or a relative who did. I showed them this website that we had learned about in 
NET Training, www.edeninvitation.com. It is a website that a NET alumni actually 
created. And I gave it to the girls, telling them that this is a resource they can go to if 
they (or a friend or relative) need support in the Church. The Church is quiet on so 
many of these things, but it teaches such beauty about humanity, our purpose, and 
the very dignity that God has given to each of us. When I shared this with the group, I 
was astounded by the way that the demeanor of the girls’ had changed. One of the 
girls in particular immediately started firing questions at me. She had been quite 
reserved in previous small groups and would avoid talking about the faith. I could 
almost see relief in her eyes - like, finally someone is willing to listen. She even 
stayed after class to ask me more and more questions. My heart was exploding. She 
had been struggling all year with the idea of getting confirmed. That night she asked 
me if she should even get confirmed if she had all these big questions about the 
Catholic Church. After all, Confirmation is something each of us should choose for 
ourselves. It is a step in taking on the faith for ourselves, taking a stand to fight for 
our beliefs. I looked at her and assured her that it is so clear that in this moment the 
Holy Spirit was working in her heart. Over the course of the next month and a half, I 
saw the light come alive in her. She felt comfortable in class. Somebody listened. And 
God was working. On May 7th I watched as she, my other 16 girls, and the rest of the 
50 students received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Wow! I had witnessed the 
beauty, the power, and the grace of the Holy Spirit!

 

And so, my time as a NET missionary has come to a close. And the transition back to 
what some call ‘the real world’ has begun. But that’s just it, I didn’t just learn to be a 
missionary this year. I learned how to be a better Christian. I learned how to speak 
about my faith and my relationship with Christ, how to love more, how to be obedient 
to what God wants for me. I learned what ‘the real world’ should look like. I learned 
what God intended ‘the real world’ to be.

Thank you for all your love, prayers, and support this year. I am so grateful and 
wouldn’t trade the experience for anything. God bless you!

In Christ,
Jessica Schmitz

Jessica Schmitz
jessicamschmitz@gmail.com
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Eric and Bonita Ingerstoll – May 26, 2018
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Eric and Bonita in Photo

Andy, Jennifer, Bonita, Cindy, John and Zach
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From the Arcives

A very nice photo of Dad and Mom at Magesfest in Sleepy Eye on 
July 10, 2005

L-R: Dad, Arlene sitting in for Dan, Larry, Duane, Rick, John behind Curt's head, Curt 
and Mike.  Jeff was sitting with the girls team all dressed up as one of us to make the 
teams even.  I don't know where Tom is.  Where are you Tom?  This was taken at Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church basement for our Mages Christmas on November 27, 2004.  
Gina's family planned the entertainment of the TV show, “Family Feud.”  So Much Fun.!
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From The Arcives Continued

This photo was taken at the lake in Sleepy Eye, Mn. With Mom and Dad with our 
beloved Outlaws.  L-R:  Front row, LeAnn married to Jeff, Mom, Dad, Sharon married 
to Tom.  Middle row, Dean Nelson married to Donna, Larry Fischer married to Debbie, 
Joe Gall married to Linda, Dan Jass married to Betty, Kevin Plath married to Barbara, 
Chuck Strate married to Nancy, Tony Schmitz married to Lisa.  Back row, Amy married 
to Mike, Jermayne married to Duane, Jane married to Rick, Maggie married to Larry 
and Arlene married to Dan.  They are still a great bunch of Outlaws today.   Linda

Just some of the 
coolers lined up 
in a row at 
Magesfest from 
years past
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