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God's Blessings to all.  Love, 
Linda

     
     The photos on this page are from a 4 wheeling trip to 
Wisconsin the beginning of September of this year.  The 
countryside was just in full bloom where ever you looked.  
So beautiful.
     It was a happy time, but a sad time.  Our German cousins 
have all returned home now.  Joe and I took Tobi and his 
friend Felix to the airport last night.  What a joy to have them 
in our family.  We have all grown to love them very much.  
Until we see you again, Helmut, Birgit, Andi, Eleana, Tobi 
and friends, Felix in particular, God Bless You.
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October Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara

A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
Nov. 9 & 10, 2018 – Sister's Shopping at Donna Nelson's 
home.  7Pm supper Friday night.

Nov. 24, 2018 – Mages Christmas,at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in New Ulm, Minnesota.

December, 2018 – New baby due for Melanie and Steven 
Mages

January, 2019 – Baby due for David and Jennifer

June 29, 2019 -  Wedding of Kristen Mages and Lewis 
Olivero.

October 05, 2019, Wedding of Michelle Mages and Cody 
Becker.

Alan Strand Oct 01
Chad Mills Oct 02
Sitara Plath Oct 03
Finch Mages Oct 07
Bonita Ingerstoll Oct 10
Tim Mages Oct 10
Adam Mages Oct 11
Jennifer Fischer Oct 13
Donna Nelson Oct 15
Riley Jensen Oct 18
Nora Mages Oct 19
Cindy Mages Oct 20
Becky Wilson Oct 24
Chrissy Vander Hook Oct 30
Rowan Andersen Oct 31
Brad Mages Oct 31
Travis Mages Oct 31

October Anniversaries

Ken and Trista Mages
Oct. 01     13 years

Brian and Michelle Strate
Oct. 05     22 Years

New Address and Cell Phone 
Numbers

Eric and Amy Plath
7112 E. Archstone St.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota   57110
Eric Cell: 507-327-9961

Jeff Plath Cell Phone
507-380-9789

Change in Schedule
Cards with Mom, and Mass for the Alphonse Mages 
family deceased members has been changed from 
October 29, 2018 to October 19,2018 at 7:15 am 
with breakfast and cards to follow at Mom's home.

Sister's Shopping
     Our annual Sister's Shopping weekend will start 
on Friday, Nov. 09 with Donna Nelson hosting this 
year.  Donna will provide a supper at 7pm, and for 
those who want to stay overnight please RSVP to 
Donna, and we will go shopping on Saturday.
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This is the last front page of the first year of the Family Reunion.  We are now 
entering our 22nd year of this publication.



     Farmers are early risers.  They see the sun rising in the dawn.  It's the beginning of another day.  There 
are cows to be milked, animals to be taken care of, chores to be don----all before breakfast.
     After breakfast there are more chores, and then off to the fields.  When I was growing up there was always 
a mid-morning and afternoon lunch.  It would be a short break from the farm work that day.  In the harvest time 
of the year when crops were cut, and shocked, and threshed later on, it was a very important time of the day to 
provide sandwiches, cookies or cake and coffee both morning and afternoon. Today we have fresh doughnuts- 
What a Treat!!!!  
     When my brother, Emil married Rosella,(Babe) as we called her, she would also put a thin slice of onion in 
the meat sandwiches, and she made an admirer of my Dad from now on.  Babe baked a batch of cookies at 
our house, and she could hardly believe there were hardly any cookies left when she was done.  There were 
nine of us kids, and she came from a family of two children.  They settled on a farm close by, so we worked 
together a lot.  
     I kept up the custom of lunch in the field in my family also.  I knew it was appreciated.  (Note from editor,:  I 
was talking to my brother, Larry, yesterday, and he informed me that when they were working in the fields they 
would watch for Mom or one of us girls to come with lunch.  They just could hardly wait to see them.)  We had 
a CB Radio base station on the shelf in the kitchen, and we'd hear,- “I can smell that cake you're baking way 
over here, as I'm cultivating corn.”  They were in the field with two eight row cultivators, and it got to be tiring 
work.  “Just hold on there – you can't be hungry yet after that big dinner.  It's only two o'clock, you have to wait 
just a while yet.”
     When it got to harvest time with the combine in one field, and trucks by the bins we'd have to pack lunch 
separately.  Sometimes it got quite late, and there would be supper in the field. 
     That is more the rule these days, when harvest starts the farm wife is helping outside, and has to go in, and 
prepare food for the men out in the field.  They have dinner and supper out there for a couple of weeks, maybe 
longer as long as there is crop in the field.
     We use to get the Heiderscheidt Brothers to do tiling on our farm.  Sometimes it would be a big project, and 
take a couple of days.  Alphonse told them I would make dinner for them, so they wouldn't have to go back to 
town.  Then we also had afternoon lunch.  Alphonse would take lunch out, and some beer, a big thermos of 
coffee, sandwiches, and a cake in the pan.  I was so happy to see that they did appreciate it.  Not a crumb left. 
 This happened several times.  So a few days later I received a phone call from the greenhouse.  A bouquet of 
flowers for me,- From Who???  Come and pick it up, and you'll see.  A beautiful bouquet of flowers from the 
Heiderscheidt Brothers – Lovely -  Lovely.
       We have a Del Monte factory in our town of Sleepy Eye where they can peas, and sweet corn.  Farmers 
plant the peas, and sweet corn under the direction of the management at the factory.  There is procuct always 
available starting in mid June with peas, and the sweet corn goes until mid October.  They need labor in the 
field, and in the plant.  Just about everyone of our kids had a summer job there,  The first day Dan went, we 
didn't see him for three days.  He helped out in different areas, and there was a bunkhouse for sleeping if you 
were off for several hours.  They had a food area to buy food, but otherwise if you worked in the field you 
brought your own lunch.  We found out that a six pack cooler worked the best.  They assigned you to a 
combine, and that was your machine for the season.  There were five or six combines on a crew, and a 
swather person went ahead into the field.  Larry was on a crew for a few year, and then he had his own crew.  
The hours were early and long.  Every morning I would pack the lunches,  and wake them up for another day.  
One morning I opened up the cooler, and it was still full.  I knew right away that they had been at a farm near 
Franklin where that farmer always gave them dinner, lunch and supper when they combined his peas.  They 
treated the crew very well. Barb and Betty worked in the plant.  They drove our old chevy car, named Beulah.  
This car had a mind of it's own, but Betty could make it go.  Tom and Mike would run the swather, or the trailer 
tractor in corn picking time.  Nancy worked in the factory, and later worked at the lab at Supersweet.  Jeff 
worked with the machines in the field, and later he worked woth the carpenter crew from Menards, and built 
hog barns, machine sheds and other buildings. Del Monte helped put our kids through college.  Thank the Lord 
for Del Monte.
     Duane worked at Miller Sellner Implement, and John worked at General Trading Co with their regular jobs.  
Linda was working at Children's Hospital in St. Paul.  All of them were busy, busy.
     Alphonse would say that the next five years we would see many changes in our family.  How Right He Was.
                     Love to all,
                      Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Remember When by Mom

“Lunch, Anyone?”
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New Baby on the Way

Jennifer and David 
Fischer and Lizzy 
would like to announce 
a new baby is on the 
way sometime in 
January of 2019.  
Congratulations from 
the Mages Family

During the 2018 American Legion Centennial Convention Betty was selected to become a Sgt-at-
arms for this event. While performing her duties Betty received training to ensure only people with 
proper convention credentials were allowed to attend. The last day of the convention Vice-President 
Pence was going to address the convention attendees and l of the Sgt-of-arms were assigned a spot 
with directions to not let anyone in that wasn’t allowed. Betty was assigned to an “exit only” position. 
After about 10 minutes two people lie approached Betty’s position where they were told to go to an 
entrance so they would go through the Secret Service magtromiters. The Samonly man demanded 
to enter so he could talk on stage about veterans sponsoring refugees. When he was told “no “ by 
Betty the man continued to demand that he’d be allowed to enter. At that time Betty called out the 
derest word they were given and this man was surrounded by police. The police arrested the man 
and told the group of Sgt-of-arms that the FBI wanted to talk with this guy. Later when Secret Service 
Team Chief Charles White III introduced me to the Minneapolis Police as “Bulldog Betty” as we 
awaited the Vice-Presidents visit. There had been several death threats against the National 
American Legion Commander prior to the convention.  Team Chief Charles White III and Betty 
swapped pins and coins before leaving when the convention was done.

American Legion Convention 2018
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American Legion 
Convention in Photo

This is Secret Service Detail 
Chief  Charles White with me at 
the 2018 American Legion 
National Convention in 
Minneapolis. I was an Asst. Sgt 
of Arms for the convention. Vice 
President Pence spoke to us 
and I was able to work with his 
team. They introduced me to 
Mpls Police as “ Bulldog Betty” 
after I stopped two unauthorized 
persons trying to get into the 
convention. I had an awesome 
time at our convention.

Sister's Weekend 
2019

There isn't a definite date for Sister's 
Weekend 2019, but our new hostesses 
Debbie Fischer and Betty Jass think it will 
be in September sometime.  Will let you 
know when it is certain.  
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We had a fabulous time at our Mages Sister Weekend this year which took place Saturday and 
Sunday, September 15th and 16th at Emerald Hideaway, Larry’s beautifully updated lake home 
on the shores of Lake Elizabeth. This year’s hostesses Donna, Lisa and Sharon planned the 
theme of the “Mages Sister County Fair” and they were off and running with great ideas to 
create a fun, memory filled weekend of worship, wildness and winners! 

Blessed are the women whose hearts and souls are joined together by laughter and tears, for 
they shall be known as sisters. 

We gathered at Larry’s beautifully remodeled and redecorated lake home with little time to 
spare for our “wild demo derby” ride over to Manannah in time for the 4 pm Mass. There we 
honored God and praised him in worship and song. Mass together on this special weekend 
always has me thanking him for the incredible support we have from our Mother and sisters, 
including sister in laws and nieces. Over the years, we have had to really rely on each other’s 
love and encouragement and we are amazed at what wonderful role models these woman have 
always been for each other. At this Mass, we look forward to Peace Time which has become a 
wonderful opportunity to express our love. When this Mass opens the weekend, we are always 
so appreciative that our mother, Barbara Mages, is still among us and leading us in our faith in 
God. 

After Mass we visited the grave of Chuck Strate, one amazing brother-in-law who died way too 
early in life. We all formed a circle and held hands and said some prayers for him. My hand was 
open, held out to his gravestone and I swear I felt him place his rough, rugged hand i n mine…A 
bittersweet moment to say the least. You can sure tell his memory lives on. His family has his 
stone adorned with lots of  figurines, coloring pages and flowers. I also love the precious stories 
Nancy always tells about their grandkids loving him too and their kids keeping his stories alive 
to them. He is in such a beautiful setting near that incredible little country church. On this 
particular late afternoon, the sun was shining and the leaves of the trees were on the ting e of 
turning colors. Early autumn…every farmer’s favorite time of year! 

At the Hilltop Tavern in Manannah, we met up with Jermayne and Theresa. The celebrating 
quickly began with flying s tories and jokes. All of the women were talking at once. I don’t think 
anyone was listening. Fun, fun, fun….It was a “Grand Champion” supper in Manannah! 

Back at Emerald Hideaway, we gathered in the party room and everyone was setting up and 
commenting on the beautiful table featuring an array of fair projects, all beautifully displayed 
for judging. We have so much talent in this family. For dessert, we all sampled and judged pies 
and desserts made by Lisa, Nancy and Deb. They were all delicious! When Donna entered the 

The Mages Sister “County Fair” 
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room dressed as “Miss Magesfest”, some witty sister suggested we carve her head in butter! 
We were immediately all on board with this  traditional fair idea. A cold stick of butter was 
sculpted into a beautiful look alike queen, complete with silver crown, a Hershey’s Kisses 
printed sash with matching tinsel flower and a silver sceptor. Great job Sharon!  

In our drinks competition,  Nancy shared a fruit inspired drink called the “Bananna Manannah”. 
Jermayne presented an apple juice drink titled, “Stone Fence” and told about her travels to 
Lanesboro and her visit with an interesting folk person who spun a story about how the drink 
originated. Finally, Deb presented a red wine and ice cream drink called the “Seven deadly 
Zins”.  The taste testing was awesome! 

The hostesses promised “Free Grandstand Entertainment” so off to the living room we went in 
preparation for the late night, free movie showing of “I Can Only Imagine”. Donna passed 
around a pretty basket full of movie theater candy and we all shared with each other. Many of 
us now had our pajamas on and snuggled together around the room with quilts and blankets. 
How relaxing! When everyone went to bed, I could hear sisters still visiting in their little 
corners, all catching up and renewing their friendships.  

Linda joined us bright and early Sunday morning. She entered a dark house and was laughing 
and waking everyone up. Immediately the coffee pot was plugged in and the hot, flavored 
coffee and conversation never stopped flowing the rest of the morning. Larry’s newly enlarged 
dining area was the perfect setting for our morning coffee cluth, complete with a stunning view 
of Lake Elizabeth’s deep blue, sun sparkling waters. Donna, Theresa, Sharon and I put on a 
“Blue Ribbon Brunch” featuring pork sausages, a hot publamo pepper bake, carmel french toast 
bakes, “fresh from the farm” scrambled eggs and fruit. 

Following breakfast we set off once again to the party room and prepared for judging of all the 
wonderful fair projects and our traditional voting.  This time we sampled all of the canned 
pickles for judging. Every entry was amazing. Truly we have some of the world’s best cooks, 
canners, bakers, gardeners, artists and craftspeople in our Mages family.  Results of the judging 
are as follows… 

Best Pickles: Grand Champion: Grandma Barbara Mages, Reserve Champion: Jermayne  Kuss 

Best Pie/Dessert: Grand Champion: Deb Fischer (warm apple pie), Reserve Champion: Nancy 
Strate (carmel bars) 

Best Art/Craft: Grand Champion: Deb Fischer (wooden home sign, quilt), Reserve Champion: 
Donna Nelson (jewelry) 

Sister's Weekend – County Fair Continued
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Most Unique Garden Vegetable: Grand Champion: Theresa Wagner (Peppers), Reserve 
Champion: Sharon Mages (Carrot) 

Best Garden Flower Arrangement: Grand Champion: Sharon Mages  (Designer garden flowers 
with white lighting), Reserve Champion: Deb Fischer (Bathroom chamber pot with hydrangeas) 

Best Joke: Grand Champion: Sharon Mages (Up or Down) Reserve Champion: Donna Nelson 
(Going to Greece) 

Best True to Life Story: Grand Champion: Theresa Wagner (Muddy Yard), Reserve Champions: 
Barbara Mages and Betty Jass (Bulldog Betty) 

Best Drink: Grand Champion: Nancy Strate (Bananna Manannah), Reserve Champion: Jermayne 
Kuss (Stone Fence). 

We concluded the weekend with our traditional sister gift exchange. We drew cards to match 
up with numbers on the bags. As the gifts were opened one by one, each and every recipient 
felt the love of the giver. Beautiful gifts such as quilts, fall décor and Mom’s quaint little china 
tea set were presented. Hugs and love were freely given too…the best gift of all! 

Finally, Maggie’s presence was felt all around us throughout the entire weekend. She was 
greatly missed. She was at every single sister get together I can remember and was always so 
willing to offer up her beautiful lake home, “Emerald Hideaway” as the setting for our 
gathering. Now that she is gone, I could see her love all around and of course in each other. She 
was talked about many times. It was also so special to have her oldest daughter, Theresa with 
us. Thank  you Larry, for sharing Emerald Hideaway with us. It is greatly appreciated and serves 
as a wonderful memorial of Maggie’s love to us all.  

Sister's Weekend  September 15 and 16, 2018

Lisa

Donna sculpted in butter.  
Looks just like her 
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The County Fair – Sister's Weekend September 15 & 16, 2018

Donna 
and her 
butter 
sculture

Craft entree 
made by Debbie

L-R: Theresa, Donna, Nancy, Jermayne, 
Lisa, Betty, Mom, Debbie and Sharon

Donna bringing 
her wares to the 

fair

Lisa and Linda 
known as the 
Bookends, oldest 
and youngest 
with a present of 
bookends

Theresa's peppers

Watching a movie, L-R: Lisa's feet, 
Donna, Mom, Sharon, Betty, Nancy, 
Jermayne, Theresa and Debbie

Floral 
entrees

Mom's Grand Champion 
pickles with Jermayne as 
reserve champion

Donna 
got 
Mom's 
gift of 
tea cups 
and 
saucers

L-R:Linda, Debbie, Lisa, 
Donna, Sharon, Nancy, Mom, 
Jermayne and Betty



Page 1111

Cards With Mom
     On Tuesday, September 18,2018, the Mages family started their day with Mom at 
Mass for our deceased members.  After Mass we all headed to Moms for breakfast 
and cards.  Those attending were Larry who brought Tobi Mages and his friend Felix 
Quast, Nancy, Mom, Betty, Debbie, Mike, Dan and Arlene, Greg and Tim, and Linda.  
Dan was a real sport as he took over the coffee pouring duties again.  It was so great 
to have Tobi and Felix with us, and we never did play cards as we all just enjoyed our 
conversations with them and each other.  Noon time was approaching so we all 
ventured to Essig as it was the day for broasted chicken, and it was superb.  Stretch, 
David, Amanda Cook and Michelle Strate joined us there.  After lunch those who could 
stay headed back to Moms and we played Mexican Train with Dominoes  We could 
only play two games, as it was time for Tobi and Felix to head to the airport for their 
flight back to Germany.  Joe and Linda took them to the airport with sadness to see 
them leave, but life does go on.  We are just so happy they could join us one last time 
before leaving.  Nancy won at Dominoes and Felix came in second.   

Lower photo L-R: Larry, Dan, Tobi, Felix 
and Tim.  Photo to the right is when we 
were face timing with Helmut, Birgit, 
Jake and Kaylee. L-R: Nancy, Debbie, 
Mom and Larry
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Cards With Mom in Photo

L-R:Nancy, Tobi, Felix and Dan pouring 
coffee.

Felix, Tobi and Debbie

Having breakfast, L-R: Arlene, Nancy, Debbie, Mom, Larry, Tobi, Felix and Betty.  Linda 
behind the camera.
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Playing the bean bag game

Cards with Mom in Photo Continued

Arlene was 
the toast 
maker

Felix, Tobi and Mom dishing up 

Lunch, L-R: Stretch, David, Mike, Felix, Tobi, Debbie, Mom, Amanda, 
Michelle, Larry, Nancy, Arlene, Dan, Tim and Greg.  Linda behind the 

camera.  
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Our October Angels

    Alphonse Lawrence 
Mages

    01-06-1928 to 10-30-
2009

Douglas Curtis 
Mages   

Nov. 07, 1985 to 
October 25, 2008

May They Rest in Peace



For Jacob’s 30th Birthday we decided to take a trip to Europe. We flew to Iceland on 
September 6th where we did a lot of hiking, seeing glaciers, icebergs, ice caves, lava 
fields and soaking in hot springs. September 11th we flew to Switzerland where we 
spent a few days in the beautiful alps hiking and indulging in chocolate. From there we 
went north west to France for a day.  We went to Colmar and then followed the Alsace 
Wine Route. Next we entered Germany in through the Black Forest where we spent a 
couple days hiking. We were moving along on our trip faster then we expected (we 
traveled with our tent and no itinerary). When we got to Munich, we reached out to our 
dear cousins Helmut and Birgit to see if they had some time in their schedule for a 
quick visit. As luck would have it, they had the next two days off from work and were 
planning to travel with another couple from MN to Czech to visit the ancestor land and 
invited us to tag along! During our first night, Helmut and Birgit gave us a wonderful 
tour of their city Nuremberg, seeing many different churches and the Nazi party relics. 
After returning home Birgit prepared us a wonderful Bavarian home cooked meal. The 
next day Jake and I went to Bamberg for lunch and did some touring on our own until 
Helmut and Birgit pulled up in Birgit’s new convertible. We hopped in their car and they 
showed us the beautiful Franconian landscape. We did a little hiking to find some 
mystic scenery and also entered some caves. On the way back to their house, Helmut 
showed Jake how to drive on the Autobahn (the blood finally came back to Jake’s 
white knuckles the following morning).  The next day we met up with the fellow MN 
couple along the Czech border where we were able to see where the Mages ancestors 
lived in Unterhutten. We were also lucky enough to see where the Fischer ancestors 
lived in Drahotin, which was only a hop skip and a jump away from the Mages land! As 
many of you know how hard it is, we had to finally say goodbye to our dear cousins 
and move along on our journey. As usual with Mages, it was a long unwanted 
goodbye. Little did we know, it wasn’t really goodbye! We secretly kept their walkie 
talkie radio in our car so we had to reach out again to meet up to return it! We got to 
have one more big hug and farewell wishes! We are still in Germany heading to the 
Eagles Nest and then in to Austria. We will head back to Munich to attend Oktoberfest 
and conclude our trip.  We travel back to the states on Sunday September 23rd. 

To Helmut and Birgit:

We can’t thank you enough for your wonderful hospitality. We appreciate you taking us 
in on such short notice. We absolutely loved our time spent with you. There were so 
many good conversations and tons of laughs.

Kaylee Fischer

Jacob and Kaylee in Europe with Helmut and Birgit
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Jacob and Kaylee with Helmut and Birgit Continued

Helmut, I am just gigglling at this 
photo.  You look like you have had 
more than one shot from that bottle, 
and you are planning something in 
your head.  What a wonderful photo. 
Love, Linda
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Jacob, Kaylee, Helmut and Birgit in Photo Continued

 I do believe Jacob & 
Kaylee will write an article 
for the next newsletter of 
their time together traveling 
the old country walking the 
same steps as us. I can 
send you more photos from 
Helmut next month if 
needed, but I believe Jacob 
will send more too. The pic 
by the white church is Wade 
& Kathleen Olsen traveling 
with them.  Debbie
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Attached is my photo with Tobi & Felix. Helmut will send me a photo of them with 
Jacob & Kaylee. He says in 3 hours when back home from work. I mentioned we are 
hugging each others sons at the same time. Please add following caption to photos if 
possible for the newsletter. I let Helmut know the deadline is today to get photo in. 
Call me or email back if any questions Linda.
 
On Sept 19th, Jacob & Kaylee were at Helmut and Birgit's home in Nurnberg 
Germany. While Tobi & friend-Felix were with Deb & Larry in Minnesota USA. They 
were able to hug each other's sons on the same day. How amazing is that! Family 
across the big pond (ocean) at the same time.    Debbie

Hugging Each Others Sons

From the Archives. Taken at the Christmas party in 1999 at St. Mary's in 
Sleepy Eye.  Photo on the left L-R: Front, Donna, Barb, Dad, Mom, Betty, Back, Nancy, 
Linda, Debbie and Lisa.  Photo on the right, L-R: Front, John, Curt, Dad, Rick, Tom. 
Back, Dan, Mike, Larry, Jeff and Duane.
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