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     Wishing all of you a very blessed and joyous Easter.  May Christ's 
Rising bring joy and peace to this great family and the world.
The photos on this page celebrate Kate Mages and Kristen Mages' 
bridal shower.  Two very special couples to be married soon.  As 
Donna Nelson stated, “This is the Mages Opener.”  Now we not only 
have Mages Fest, we have Mages Openers.  
     Easter blessings to all.  Love,  Linda
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May Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
April 24, 2019 – Cards with Mom

May 04, 2019 – Wedding of Kate Mages and Byron Minnich

May 22, 2019 – Cards with Mom

May 25, 2019 – Graduation party for Taylor Mages in New Ulm

May 28 & 29, 2019 - 90th birthday party for Mom, Children and 
partners only, at Emerald Hideaway.

June 19, 2019 – Cards with Mom

June 29, 2019 -  Wedding of Kristen Mages and Lewis Olivero.

July 13, 2019 – Bridal Shower for Ashley Pfarr and Scott Mages.

July 22, 2019 – Cards with Mom

August 17, 2019 – Bridal Shower for Alissa Fischer and Cody 
Groen.

August 24, 2019 - 50th Wedding Anniversary for Gary and Sharon 
Mages

August 27, 2019 – Cards with Mom

August 31,2019 – Wedding of Scott Mages and Ashley Pfarr

September 14 & 15, 2019 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

September 14, 2019 – Bridal Shower for Michelle Mages and Cody 
Becker at Emerald Hideaway.

September 23, 2019 – Cards with Mom

October 05, 2019, Wedding of Michelle Mages and Cody Becker.

October 2019 – New baby due for Bonita and Eric

October 23, 2019 -  Cards with Mom

October 2019 – Baby due for Stacie and TJ Roiger

November 19, 2019 – Cards with Mom

November 23, 2019 – Wedding of Alissa Fischer and Cody Groen

December 12, 2019 – Cards with Mom

August 08, 2020 – Wedding of Becca Schmitz and Ethan Scharmer

Doug Goblirsch May 01
Amy Mages May 04
Kari Mages May 05
Alex Mages May 06
Brody Strand May 06
Greg Mages May 07
Eric Plath May 08
Jeff Plath May 09
Joe Gall May 11
JoEdna Mages May 13
Jeremy Mages May 15
Nicole Goblirsch May 16
Nicholas Gall May 17
Dean Nelson May 17
Rhett Jensen May 18
Ashley Wolf May 19
Nicholas Strate May 21
Brandon Schmitz May 23
Lauren Mages May 25
Doug Pflaum May 27
Trevor Wilson May 29
Grandma Barbara May 29

Please note no 
Mages Fest this 

summer

May Anniversaries

Emily and Brennen Rath
May 01     15 years

Eric and Bonita Ingerstol
May 26     01 year
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     Shower Memories by Mom

     The bridal shower the other day brought back many memories.  This was a double 
shower for two young women who are going to have a wedding soon.  Their young 
men also attended, and were a part of the celebration.  I have never been to a double 
shower before, and it turned out to be a fabulous day.  The hostesses were aunts, and 
they offered a delicious luncheon before the gifts were opened.  There was a short 
program, and that reminded me of other showers.  I remember when my daughters 
were little girls, and they would sing as part of the shower program.
     Remember the song - “Ate a Peanut?”
          Ate a peanut, ate a peanut just now.  Just now I ate a peanut, ate a peanut just 
now.    It goes on,  Made me sick, Made me sick just now, and on and,  Call the doctor, 
call the doctor etc.  In the hospital,     Died anyway,   Went to heaven,   They didn't 
want me,   Went the other way,   Back to earth.    Ate a peanut.  
     Later on songs like, “Delta Dawn,” or “I'm the Happiest Girl in the Whole USA.”  By 
then they were bringing their guitars along.  
     Those guitars were used to being transported.  They would travel along to school 
once a week, generally on Thursday, for a weekly lesson during school time.  It was a 
time when guitar music was being played at Mass, and Betty was a part of that.  Betty 
also was asked to sing at funerals.  “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace,” and “Kum 
Bye Ye ah,” accompanied with her guitar.
     Deb, Donna and Lisa all learned to play guitar, and they would also sing at St. 
Mary's Church Festival, and Sleepy Eye Corn Days.   When in high school Deb and 
Donna formed a band with Leon Krzmarzik, and they were asked to play at school 
functions like the homecoming dance.  They started playing wedding dances, and soon 
they were at ballrooms, supper clubs, golf clubs or Legion festivities.
     They needed a name for the band and Dad suggested, “The Black Diamonds.”  
During their high school years they were busy every weekend.  Dad had purchased a 
used van, so they could move the guitars, amps and PA systems.  He took the seats 
out, and put carpet on the floor of the van, and then put the seats back.  He made sure 
there was a lock on the gas tank cover, so they would not have a problem of having 
gas stolen.  Dad and I generally went along with them, but one time Dad couldn't go.  I 
think a cow was having trouble having a calf, so he stayed home.  I went along to St. 
James Legion that night.  During the dance an ice storm left the outside world like a 
skating rink.  Donna was the driver, and every time she tried to go over 25mph, the van 
would fish tail.  It was slow going for the 35 miles to home.
     Donna graduated, and was going off to college, and Deb was getting married so the 
band put away the guitars, and didn't take anymore bookings.  We got calls for ten 
years after trying to get the band for a dance. 
     They found out why Dad had called them, “The Black Diamonds.”  It seemed the 
black diamond is the rarest, and finest diamond, and Dad thought they were special.



Page 4

Shower Memories Continued
      Larry also had a band called, “The Country Sunsets.”  A three man band playing 
great music for many years.  The band took a rest for farm work and family time.  As 
Larry and Maggie's family grew they all became musicians, piano, guitar, horns and 
drums.  They became known as, “The Larry Mages Family Band.”  Soon they were in 
demand to entertain with their music.  They lived near Lafayette, Mn, and were kept 
busy there, and neighboring towns.  
     New Ulm, Mn. was starting a series of Music at the Park on Monday nights in the 
summer time.  The Larry Mages Family Band was asked to provide the entertainment 
for one of the nights.  There was a huge crowd gathered in German Park.  Many 
brought lawn chairs to sit and listen.  The band played country, the oldies, original 
songs Larry had written, some new songs with a little country information between 
songs.  It was a great family show.  He would introduce nieces and nephews that could 
play an instrument, and sing.  Even his little granddaughters were a joy to the crowd as 
they sang for Grandpa.  
     Larry asked Donna and Deb if they would bring back the Black Diamonds and 
perform.  At first they said, “It's been so long, so many years.”  It was almost 25 years 
since they had sung in a band.  They contacted Leon, and he said, “Let's try it.”  After 
setting up and practicing they realized that the music came back.  “Like riding a 
bicycle, we could do it again.”  Their children, their in laws had never heard them play, 
and they were amazed.  They prepared three songs for the next, “Music in the Park,” 
and it was great.  The Larry Mages Family Band has played the Monday in the Park for 
almost 15 years with Larry on lead guitar, Amanda and Emily with guitar, Theresa on 
the keyboard and Matt and Joe on the drums.  Granddaughters Josie and Halle also 
do a beautiful job on keyboard and guitar.  Nephew Steven Mages is a regular 
performer with his guitar and voice, and the Black Diamond Band plays again.  They 
are asked to play for Sleepy Eye Corn Days, Cadillac Dance, Sleepy Eye Party in the 
Park, Fireman's Dance, and other special occasions. 
     I remember our Mages Fest picnic celebrations when we spend a weekend 
camping and Saturday night up on a trailer, and Larry leads us all in song.  Everyone 
who wants to perform can lend their talents.  Even Rick, and his tuba can lead us in 
the snake dance.  
     I can't forget our Christmas party when someone brings a guitar.  The children all 
know the Christmas Carols to honor Jesus, and also songs about Frosty and Rudolph, 
and Santa Claus.  Thank you to Donna, Steven and this last year Halle did an excellent 
job.  Even the little per-schoolers join in.
     Thank you Lord for the gift of music.  Isn't that strange how a simple memory can 
add to many more!
 
Love to all,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma 
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New Home for Bonita and Eric Ingersoll

Eric and I bought a house outside of Becker, MN. Our new 
address is 8242 175th Ave SE Becker, MN 55308. If 
needing to put it in google maps leave out the SE part of 
the address. We are always ready to visitors . ��
Love, 
Bonita and Eric Ingersoll
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New Baby on the Way

Bonita and Eric are 
excited to welcome a 
new baby in October 

2019.

Congratulations!
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The notice for Grandma’s birthday should say that only the 16 
kids and partners may come to Emerald HideAway already on 
Tuesday the 28th of May, and stay overnight. 
All other Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren of Grandma 
are welcome on Grandma’s actual birthday which is 
Wednesday the 29th. Supper will be at 6:PM and Grandma’s 
party and cake will be immediately afterwards. You are 
welcome to come all day if you wish. Bring your boat, your 
tubes, your chairs and BYOB. Also potluck if coming for the 
day or supper. We would love to see you there. HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY GRANDMA! 

Grandma's 90th Birthday Celebration
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Bridal Shower for Kate Mages and Bryon 
Minnich and Kristen Mages and Lewis 

Olivero,  April 06, 2019

Kate

Kristen
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Bridal Shower in Photo

The hostesses L-R: Front row, Kathy Mages, Sharon Mages and Donna Nelson.  
Back row, LeAnn Mages, Lisa Schmitz, Kristen Mages, Kate Mages, Deb Fischer 
and Amy Mages.  The event was held at the home of LeAnn Mages in Mankato, Mn.
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Bridal Shower in Photo Continued

Top left photo is LeAnn, Laura, mother 
of the groom, Kate and Byron

Photo to the  right is Lewis, Kristen, 
Michelle, Suzanne, Kathy and Grandma 

Barbara

Photo to the left is Grandma Barbara 
with Lewis and Kristen and the quilt she 

gave them.  Kate and Bryron will 
receive their quilt at a later date.

Photo to the right is some of the 
younger guests
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A Special Day For Two Very Lovely Brides 

 

On Saturday, April 5th the Mages family hosted a double bridal shower 
for the first time ever! The beautifully decorated location was the 

home of Jeff and LeAnn Mages of North Mankato. Jeff and LeAnn are 
the parents of Bride, Kate Mages, who is to marry Byron Minnich on 

May 4th. The 2nd Bride was Kristen Mages, daughter of Curt and Kathy 
Mages and bride-to-be of Lewis Oliveras. Their wedding is planned for 

June 29th. 

Hostesses for the event provided a lovely mimosa and coffee bar for 
those who attended along with a fruit filled yogurt bar with 

homemade muffins. The mothers of the brides came up with trivia 
questions about their daughters and guests were invited to guess 
which bride the questions pertained to. This was followed by the 

opening of shower gifts. The room home was filled with many well 
wishers carrying out lots of wonderful conversations pertaining to the 
excitement of the upcoming weddings. The shower was well attended 

by many Aunts, Grandma Barbara Mages and numerous young 
women and their children who are related and friends to the Kate and 

Byron and Kristen and Lewis. 

The guys hanging 
out in the garage 
during the shower. 
 L – R: Jeff, 
Byron, Lewis, Tom 
and Curt.
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Taylor Mages Graduation, Daughter of Brad and 
Tess,  May 25, 2019
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Guatemala Orphanage Mission Trip
Laura Mages Wolf Leads Minnesota-Wisconsin Team 

Laura Mages Wolf has been a part of many mission trips in the past.  But the trip she took this 
February to Guatemala, was very different than any of her previous experiences.  This time, through 
prayer and the support of family and friends, Laura was called upon to plan and organize the entire 
trip on her own.  The seven day mission trip involved a team of 11 persons that included her mother 
Jermayne and her step-father Duane.  The destination was an orphanage named Village of Hope, 
located in the mountain village of San Lucas Sacatepéquez, Guatemala.
To see an 8 minute YouTube video of the trip highights go to:  https://youtu.be/EDR2HIkw1iE   This is 
a private link meant for family members and close friends only.  It should not be shared on any form 
of social media.
In the video you will see photos that show the team involved in a wide variety of tasks and activities at 
the orphanage: 
Donations of clothing, shoes, food, tools and supplies collected in the United States were delivered to 
the orphanage in suitcases brought along by the mission team members. 
Formal dresses were altered for a small group of young mothers who will soon participate in 
Quinceañera or the celebration of their 15th birthdays.
Rafters were constructed for a new building that will soon be used as a vocational training center.
The exterior of a home housing orphanage foster families was painted top to bottom. 
Food was delivered to needy families in a nearby village.
Team members helped pick fresh vegetables with kids from the orphanage.
The entire 11 member team was housed in dormitory style rooms inside the orphanage compound.  
Meals were provided in a small dining area connected to the sleeping rooms. Each day included work 
time morning and afternoon, followed by an hour of play time with the orphanage kids and families.  
One of the five days spent at Village of Hope included a break from the mission work and a bus ride 
to the top of a nearby mountain to do some breathtaking zip-lining. In the afternoon we visited the 
local marketplace and enjoyed some leisure time mingling with the people of Guatemala.  The trip 
was a life changing experience for everyone involved.

Laura Mages Wolf

Duane and 
Jermayne Kuss
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Basketball Tourney Action 

On Sunday, April 7th Brandon Schmitz, son of Tony and Lisa (Mages) 
Schmitz, had a basketball tournament with his team up at Alexandria, 
MN. Ahead of time we noticed that the Osakis, MN team was also going 
to be at the tournament. The Osakis team includes twins, Kyle and 
Grant Mages as teammates. Kyle and Grant are sons of Jim and Trish 
Mages and are Brandon’s 1st Cousins, once removed. They met up at 
the end of the tournament playing for 3rd and 4th place. The game went 
into overtime with Osakis winning by 4 points. It was so fun to visit with 
Jim and Trish, Brady and Stephanie. Kyle and Grant were always ready 
to give us big hugs when we saw them between games. Such a neat 
opportunity for all of these 7th grade cousins to play basketball against 
each other. 

Kyle or Grant 
Mages



Becca and Ethan are Engaged! 

 

Becca Schmitz and Ethan Scharmer became engaged on Sunday, April 6th at the 
falls area on the Kinnickinic River near The University of River Falls, Wisconsin 
where they both attend college. For Lent, Ethan had committed to telling Becca 
one thing he loved about her each day and on this day he told her he loved her 
because he wanted to spend the rest of his life with her as his wife. She accepted 
his proposal in front of the flowing water falls. So beautiful! 

Since then, Ethan has been successful with lining up a future career in Biology 
with The Mayo Clinic of Rochester and Becca learned she was accepted at 
Minnesota State University of Mankato where she will pursue her Masters in 
Speech Language Pathology.  

Becca, the daughter of Tony and Lisa (Mages) Schmitz,  met Ethan early on in her 
college career as she played many coed sports with him. He is the son of Tim and 
Jenny Scharmer of Winona. Becca and Ethan’s wedding date is set for Saturday, 
August 8th of 2020 with St. Mary’s Church and the Sleepy Eye Event Center as 
their venues for the Big Day! Congratulations Becca and Ethan! 
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