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          The photos on this page are from Alissa Fischer 
and Cody Groen bridal shower.  The luncheon of egg 
bakes, fresh fruit and assorted quick breads was 
absolutely delicious.  Alissa looked just stunning, and 
Cody looked pretty good too.  We are all looking 
forward to the big day.

God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion
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September Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
August 24, 2019 - 50th Wedding Anniversary for Gary and 
Sharon Mages

August 27, 2019 – Cards with Mom

August 27, 2019 – Zins family reunion at the Pizza Ranch in 
Redwood Falls, Mn. Starting at noon.

August 31,2019 – Wedding of Scott Mages and Ashley Pfarr

September 07, 2019 – Kodet Day at the Morton Senior Center

September 07, 2019 – Anoid at the Machine at the 
Lamplighter in New Ulm, Mn.  Matt Mages' Band. 8pm

September 14 & 15, 2019 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

September 14, 2019 – Bridal Shower for Michelle Mages and 
Cody Becker at Emerald Hideaway.

September 23, 2019 – Cards with Mom

October 05, 2019, Wedding of Michelle Mages and Cody 
Becker.

October 2019 – New baby due for Bonita and Eric

October 23, 2019 -  Cards with Mom

October 2019 – Baby due for Stacie and TJ Roiger

November 19, 2019 – Cards with Mom

November 30, 2019 – Mages Family Christmas at Lake Henry, 
Mn. 

November 23, 2019 – Wedding of Alissa Fischer and Cody 
Groen

December 12, 2019 – Cards with Mom

May 16,2020 – Bridal Shower for Becca Schmitz at St. Mary's 
in Sleepy Eye, Mn.

August 08, 2020 – Wedding of Becca Schmitz and Ethan 
Scharmer

Gabbrelle Bemmels Sept 01
Amy Plath Sept 01
Tobi Mages Sept 01
Everett Mages Sept 02
Barb Plath Sept 05
Betty Jass Sept 05
Samantha Nelson Sept 06
Kate Mages Sept 06
Todd Andersen Sept 07
Max Dammann Sept 09
Sharon Mages Sept 10
Shane Wilson Sept 11
Ken Mages Sept 13
Helmut Mages Sept 15
Melanie Miller Sept 16
Jacob Fischer Sept 16
Evelyn Mages Sept 20
Randy Wagner Sept 22
Connie Goblirsch Sept 23
Kathy Mages Sept 26
Dalton Mages Sept 29



Page 3

September 
Anniversaries

Jeff and LeAnn Mages
Sept 07 34 years

Doug and Connie Goblirsch
Sept 28 28 years

Matt and Sarah Mages
Sept 02 19 years

Eric and Amy Plath
Sept 20 16 years

Joe and Imia Mages
Sept 17 08 years

Saturday, May 16th, 2020 and 
the bridal shower is for Rebecca 
Schmitz and Ethan Scharmer. 

The shower will take place at St. 
Mary's Church Social Room in 

Sleepy Eye, MN.

Future Bridal Shower
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Roaming Cattle
     THE COWS ARE OUT!!!! is something you don't like to hear on the farm.  That is an occasion on 
the farm when everyone rushes to help.  Sometimes its only a couple of cows that managed to 
escape as a tractor was going through the gate.  They are chased back into the cow yard.  
Sometimes a few steers make a break for it, and that could be more difficult.  The main thing is to 
keep them off the road.  We had a short driveway, so the road wasn't far away.  Someone has to 
check the gate, and see what the problem is, and stand ready to prevent any more from getting out 
BUT!
     One time Betty was babysitting at the neighbors, Bill and Carol Lochner, and she called home 
that the cattle were out, and heading toward the highway.  Alphonse and the boys rushed into the 
pickup, and rushed to help.  They were able to get them all back into their yard before they got to 
the highway.  They found the problem where they got out, and fixed that also.  Bill and Carol were 
grateful neighbors.
     There was a time when our steers got out.  It was at night, a very dark night in July.  Deb and 
Stretch had returned from their honeymoon, and they came over.  We had the box of wedding cards 
at our house, and they opened their card gifts.  The other gifts had been opened at the wedding and 
displayed by some of Deb's friends.  After their cards were opened we had lunch, and they went 
home.  As they stepped out of the house, the last of the steers were going down the driveway.  THE 
STEERS WERE OUT.  Lisa was the only one home with us as Tom and Mike had gone to the drive-
in theater with their friends.  Alphonse quickly checked the steer yard, the gatepost was broken, and 
the gate was wide open.  Every single steer was gone.  They were big steers – but not big enough 
for market yet.  
     Stretch and Deb with their pickup went to head them off, and were able to stop some before the 
crossroad.  When the steers saw his pickup lights, they started to follow him, and he backed up on 
the road, and into the driveway, and at least half of them followed him right to the steer yard.  After 
the gate closed them in, I stayed to guard the gate, and ready to open it when more were herded 
home.  There must still be seventy or eighty head out there yet.
     Alphonse and Lisa took off in the pickup to help Stretch and Deb.  The cattle had headed north.  
Willis Lochner heard all the excitement, and he said his yard was empty – chase them over there.  
Another part of the herd ended up there.  But some still headed north.  It was so dark out.  Only a 
crescent moon gave very little light.  They had to head them off before they got into the woods.  
There were miles and miles of trees on the bluffs along the Minnesota River.  The steers were on 
the alfalfa field that we rented from Gardell Marti for several years.  Willis was riding in the pickup 
with Alphonse on that alfalfa field on that hillside.  Alphonse told Willis there is only one tile in the 
field, and we don't want to hit it.  They were able to get behind a bunch of steers.  Stretch was 
herding a bunch down also and they all ended up at Willis Lochner's yard.  Willis said he'd get some 
hay for them to quiet them down.
     They were confident that all the steers were  “captured.”  How fortunate this had happened on a 
night when we had help to corral them – that we even knew they had broke out.  Hard telling where 
they would have been by morning.
     The next morning Alphonse called Leo Schugel who generally hauled our steers to market.  His 
wife, Martha, said he was gone with the semi, but she would bring the long livestock trailer out with 
the pickup, and we could use that.  So that took several loads to haul them from Willis' yard back to 
their own steer yard.  Thanks to everyone that helped.  Tom and Mike were sorry they had missed 
all the excitement.
     One time when most of the family was  still home, Alphonse had planned to pull an April Fool 
joke on the kids. It was early in the morning on April 1st, and Alphonse called upstairs 
-”EVERYBODY UP” The Cows are out.  It only took a minute, but they all had put their jeans on, 
and here they were – READY FOR ACTION”  The boys were all ready going out the door.  The girls 
not far behind when Alphonse said, “April Fool.”  The boys said, we were looking out the window, 
couldn't see any.
     Alphonse said, “I fooled you good, but if you ever hear that again, the next time it will be the real 
thing.”               Love to all,
                         Mom, Grandma,  Great Grandma          
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Cards With Mom

     Cards with Mom was held on July 22, 2019 starting with Mass at 
St. Mary's Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye for all the deceased 
members of the Alphonse Mages Family.  After Mass we all headed 
to Moms for a warm delicious breakfast.  Unfortunately I had to pour 
my own coffee as Dan was missing, but we survived.  Nancy was 
the lucky winner, she was in her lucky chair, of “Hand and Foot.”  
For lunch we went to the Sleepy Eye Golf Course where we had 
another delicious meal with a super waitress, but you can't beat 
Byrant's charm.    Those present were Mom, Nancy, Barb,Jane, 
Rick, Betty, Debbie and myself.  As you can see by the photos 
Linda's head was put on a stick, so I can be in the photos also.  I 
am usually behind the camera.  You girls are so clever.  I actually 
think this was Debbie's idea.  At any rate there the stick Linda was 
in all the photos.  There is one photo of the stick and me.  Can you 
guess which one?????????????  Until next time.   Linda 

Jane, Mom, Betty, Nancy, Linda, Debbie, Barb and Rick
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Cards With Mom in Photo

Front: Barb, Mom and 
Nancy,  Back is Debbie 
and Betty.  I wonder 
where Stick Linda is.    
I guess Stick Linda is 
left in the hot, stuffy, 
airless car to fend for 
herself.

Guess which one is the real me????
Mom just can't 
believe Linda has 
to pour the coffee.  

Photo on the middle right is Betty 
preparing raspberries for breakfast.
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Dandelion Salad Book Signing
     On Sunday, August 05,2019 Mom, Joe and I headed to Bechyn, Minnesota for 
their annual Czech Festival.  Mom was asked to do a book signing as she also did for 
her first book.  We started the day setting up Mom's spot under the tent next to the 
cemetery where many of our ancestors are resting for eternity along with our brother, 
Robert, and sister, Mary Beth.  We then went to Mass with Molly B and the Busta 
Polka Band leading the congregation in song.  It was just beautiful.  The church was 
packed as was the large large tent on the grounds that the mass was televised in.    
     We didn't even get to eat until after 1 pm as we were so busy with Mom's book 
signing.  The traditional meal of pork, mashed potatoes, sauerkraut, green beans, 
applesauce, bun and lemon poppyseed cake was served.  I knew I could not go home 
without having some of the dumplings so I had those too.  It was a great day and Mom 
sold many books.  We went home happy and I went home stuffed.     Linda
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Bridal Shower for Alissa Fischer and Cody Groen
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Alissa and Cody's Bridal Shower in Photo

The Hostesses, Lisa Schmitz, Deb Fischer, Betty Jass, Donna Dewanz, Kathy, Jo Ann 
Eichens, Carol Waibel, Alissa, Cody, Donna Nelson, Nancy Strate, LeAnn Mages, 
Kathy Mages, Sharon Mages and Linda Gall

LeAnn Mages, Alissa's GodMother
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Alissa and Cody's Shower Continued

Kate and Byron's 
New Address
6001 S. Dublin Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57106

Deb, Mother of the bride, Alissa and 
Cody

The sign in table

Some of the 
guest were left, 
MiKayla and 
Jacqueline, 
upper right 
middle, 
Jermayne and 
Mom.  Right is 
Kathy Mages 
pinning the 
corsage on 
Alissa
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August 05, 2019 – Music in the Park with 
the Mages Family Band

Deb Fischer, Donna Nelson, Larry Mages, Matt Mages, Mysti 
Deegan, Halle Bemmels, Amanda Bemmels, Joe Mages and 

Theresa Wagner
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Music in the Park Continued in Photo

Larry, Bella, Halle, Amanda and Theresa
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Music in the Park Continued

Leon Kzrmarzick

Larry, Matt, Halle, and Theresa

Joe

   Deb, Donna and Larry
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Bridal Shower for Michelle Mages and Cody Becker

The Awesome Food at the Czech Festival
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