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          As I sit down to work on  this issue I am looking 
forward to Alissa and Cody's wedding the end of this 
week, and then we gather together again to celebrate 
Christmas as a family. What a blessed family we are, 
and so blessed that we still have our Mother and 
Grandmother, and Great Grandmother who is still 
able to celebrate with us.  Merry Christmas to all of 
you God's Blessings to all.  Linda

FamilyReunion
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December Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
November 23, 2019 – Wedding of Alissa Fischer and Cody 
Groen

November 30, 2019 – Mages Family Christmas at St. 
Margaret's Catholic Church in Lake Henry, Mn.

December 12, 2019 – Cards with Mom

January 24,25 &26, 2020 – Men and Boys Fishing Weekend 
at Emerald Hideaway.

May 16,2020 – Bridal Shower for Becca Schmitz at St. Mary's 
in Sleepy Eye, Mn.

August 08, 2020 – Wedding of Becca Schmitz and Ethan 
Scharmer

August 25, 2020 – Zins Family Reunion at the Pizza Ranch in 
Redwood Falls, Mn. 11:30 am

Sarah Mages Dec 01
Scott Mages Dec 05
Rick Mages Dec 05
Garrett Mills Dec 06
David Nelson Dec 07
Linda Gall Dec 10
Erica Mages Dec 11
Jeff Mages Dec 13
Rob Mages Dec 17
Otto Mages Dec 18
John Cook Dec 20
Brittany Mages Dec 21
Adam Bemmels Dec 21
Brooke Wolf Dec 25
Alexandra Butler Dec 25
Dan Mages Dec 26
Amanda Cook Dec 28
Alissa Groen Dec 28
Theresa Wagner Dec 30
Jory Mages Dec 31

Ed and Monica Mages
Dec 10 24 yrs

James and Trish Mages
Dec 14 17 yrs

Adam and Jennifer Butler
Dec 05 10 yrs

Steven and Melanie Mages
Dec 28 05 yrs

Roger and LaCosta Mages
Dec 10 04 yrs

December AnniversariesNew Address

Matt and Sarah Mages
405 Riverview Dr 
Courtland MN 56021
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Hadley Darlene Ingersoll was born October 
31, 2019. She weighed 7 pounds 14 ounces 
and was 19 1/2 inches long. Hadley is the 

daughter of Bonita and Erik  and the 
Granddaughter of John and Cindy Mages
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Hadley Darlene in Photo

Photo to the 
right is Hadley 
with Grandpa 
John and 
Grandma Cindy
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Cards With Mom - October

Deceased Mages members Mass and cards was held at St. Mary's Church & 
Mom's on Oct 23rd. It was a rainy week in the fields, so were fortunate & got 
more farmers to join us during this harvest month.
The "65" card game was played in morning with me as the lucky winner. Lunch 
was held at Railway Bar & Grill. Rick was treating all attending with a 
Peppermint Schnapps Shot and a "Nasdravi Toast" in honor of happy 
memories recently returning from the Germany fun trip with Helmet, Birgit, Andi 
& Tobi Mages. Helmut's family kept the tradition alive with a Schnapps Shot 
toast every morning, (some times-day) and night they were traveling. Keep all 
bugs away for healthy traveling...etc., etc. After lunch Hand & Foot was 
played , with me as lucky winner again. Dang, they told me, I should be going 
to Jackpot tonight. This is a rare feat to win twice. Hope you can attend next 
month on Nov 19. Hugs, Deb

L -R:Ed Mages, Deb Fischer, Rick Mages, Mom, Stretch Fischer, Nancy Strate, Jane 
Mages, John Mages and David Fischer
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Cards With Mom – November 19,2019
Cards with Mom was held on November 19,2019 starting with Mass at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye for the deceased members of the Alphonse Mages 
family.  Breakfast followed at Moms after Mass.  Maxine introduced our family to a 
new card game called, “HorseCollar,” which Nancy won.  It was so good to see Dan 
there again to fulfill he's coffee pouring responsibilities  He sent me a picture of his 
tractor which I have pictured below.  I think he drove it into Moms.  Nice tractor Dan.  I 
also think he thought he would have the jitters from all that coffee he was going to 
drink that he didn't want a DUIOC, driving under the influence of coffee, so he was 
going to go home through the fields.  We don't care how you get there Dan, we just 
want our coffee.     Linda

FYI: Arlene there is a place for Dan at the very 
front.  Just encase you need it.

L-R: Debbie, 
Nancy, Maxine, 
Betty, Larry, 
Jane, Mom and 
Curt
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Cards With Mom Continued

Lunch at Essig – Jerry, Maxine, Larry, Mom, Ed, Jane, Joe, Deb, Curt, Betty, Nancy 
and Donna
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Mages Ancestry Update - 2019
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Thanks again to our family & friends who came out to the 16th annual Food for Kidz- of 
Stewart, MN packaging food event Oct. 27, 2019. Thank you to all our many donators 
and those who came to package and help out. Mom, Joe & Linda Gall, Josie Andersen, 
Nolan Gall, Barb Plath, Betty Jass, Lisa & Brandon Schmitz, Mary Kay, Grace, Anna, & 
Martin Mages, Deb Fischer and Rick & Jane Mages. We had a wonderful turn out of 
over 150 volunteers and we packaged 75,000 meals for hungry children who live here & 
around the world. 1,200 meals of Instant Cinnamon Oatmeal stayed in the Brown 
County area for distributing locally. In thanksgiving, we appreciate those who have 
donated for financial support of $5000 at this time. We will continue to collect donations 
for this worthy cause. Contact Rick Mages at 320-583-7442 and/or mail to Rick at 508 
Prescott St NE, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 if wish to donate. Deb

 

Food 4 Kidz

Joe, Mom, Betty, Lisa and 
Linda

Josie, Betty, 
Mary Kay, Anna, 
Grace, Martin 
and Mom

Barb and 
Deb

Left bottom is Rick and 
Jane.  Right bottom is Josie 
and Nolan
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Guess who gets together in the Big Apple?

Let’s Meet In The Big Apple

Jermayne and Duane recently took a trip to New York City over the MEA weekend, October 17-20.  
We flew into the New Jersey airport along with our friends Don and Katie.  From the airport, our 
Uber driver drove us under the Hudson River to Manhattan using the Lincoln Tunnel.  
He dropped us off at a hotel just half a block from Times Square. This convenient location in the 
heart of town, afforded us the first hand experience of the city that never sleeps.

Our first adventure included an introduction to both the New York City subway and ferry 
transportation systems.  Just a block away from our hotel, we ventured underground to board the 
subway that took us from Times Square to Battery Park.  We then boarded the state-run ferry 
headed to Stanton Island by way of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.  That evening we 
returned on the ferry and got a first hand view of the night lights of the Big Apple.  That night, we 
walked down to Fox Studios and stood on the street as the Thursday Night NFL pregame show 
was being televised.  

The remainder of our trip included a visit to the 911 Memorial, the breath-taking view from the top 
of One World Tower trade center, evenings at two fantastic broadway plays (Oklahoma and 
Wicked) and a glorious day of riding bicycles all around Central Park.  

It was during our visit to Central Park that Jermayne got a mysterious text message.  “Are you 
enjoying the fall colors in Central Park?” surprisingly appeared on her cell phone.  It was from 
Larry Mages.  Thinking it was a joke, she replied, “Sure, why don’t you come join us, we’re at the 
Belvedere Castle in the middle of the park.”  Larry responded that, “He’d love to but they we 
presently on a bus tour exploring the highlights of New York City”.

Sure enough, Larry and Maxine were on a cross country RV trip to the East coast and just 
happened to be visiting New York at the same time we were.  That evening, after each of us went 
to see different Broadway plays (Wicked and Chicago), the six of us got together at a bar just 
across the street from the theatre and shared a drink together.  It was so fun to see one another 
and share some of our Be sure to ask Larry what the price of a beer is on Broadway in New York 
City.  (LOL)

Our trip to New York was a wonderful experience and something everyone should put on their 
bucket list.  Now when we watch television from football games to New Years Eve, we can say, 
“We were there!  I know where that place is”.

Jermayne, 
Maxine and Larry
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Jermayne and Duane in New York

Upper right is at Time Square. Lower is 
World Trade Center Tower

5th Ave 
Community 
festival

Thursday night football outside Fox 
studio

Belvedere Castle in Central Park
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Sister's Shopping
     On November 8 & 9, 2019, our dear sister, Lisa, invited our female members of the 
family for supper and overnight with shopping the next day.  Lisa along with her 
daughters, Amanda and Becca and son Brandon served us a wonderful supper of 
lettuce salad and a Mexican hotdish with cheesecake in assorted flavors for dessert.  
Of course the wine flowed freely as many of us brought a bottle to share.  That evening 
we played a game called Girlfriend's Intuition which was a lot of fun.  The next morning 
Lisa had a wonderful breakfast and then we all went to Inspire in New Ulm.  What a 
wonderful store for the New Ulm area.  The girls helped Mom find all kinds of new 
clothes as some for themselves too.  I know I found  a lot of christmas flowers and 
branches to add to my christmas tree this year.  We then traveled to Madelia, 
Minnesota to a store called Faith and Hope.  They had something of everything in 
there a girl could desire.  We all made many purchases there too.  We stayed in 
Madelia for lunch at the La Plaza and then onto a new brewery call Lost Sanity.  Mom 
kept up with us the whole time.  Thank you Lisa for a wonderful Sister's Shopping.   
Those present were Lisa, Amanda, Becca, Madeline, Brandon, Tony, Sharon, Nancy, 
Mom, Barb, Jane, Arlene, Donna, Debbie, Betty and myself.  Linda

Mom and us seven sisters.  Front Mom, Barb, Nancy and Betty.  Back row, Lisa, 
Debbie, Donna and Linda



Page 13

Sister's Shopping in Photo Continued

Amanda, Becca and Lisa In Madelia, Lisa, Debbie, Barb, Mom, 
Linda, Donna and Betty

Jane, Betty, Nancy, Lisa, 
Donna, Mom, Barb, Debbie 
and Arlene



Page 14

Our December Angels
Duane Michael Mages, Pictured 
with his Grandkids, Brady and 
Myla.
August 03, 1952
December 28, 2015

Teresa Lynn Campbell
December 29, 1978
December 29, 2012

Michael Joseph Gall
July 31, 1972
December 24, 2009



Page 15

Stretch and Debbie Fischer Farm Photos 2019
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The Fischer Farm in Photo
David and Jenny who live on the farm now 
Lunch in the field with Julia and Alan 
Strand and their family and Stretch, 
Elizabeth and Luke.

David with the Planter

Stretch, Debbie and 
Elizabeth.  Elizabeth 
is sitting by the semi 
also
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Dill Pickles  by Mom

     I remember when:  My Mother used to make dill pickles in a big crock.  She would 
put lots of dill, and vinegar brine on a crock full of good sized pickles.  They were so 
good with sandwiches, or if we got hungry for a pickle we would go to the cool 
basement, and get a pickle to eat.
     I think my family all likes cucumbers made in different ways; sweet or sour, whole or 
sliced.  Give a sour dill pickle to a baby, and they taste it, make a face and taste again. 
     The Gedney Company in Minnesota makes all kinds of pickles to suit anyone.  We 
were a part of the Gedney Company at one time years ago when we lived on our first 
farm south of Morton.
     Alphonse came home from Morgan one day, and said the Gedney company was 
looking for cucumber growers.  It would be a good summer project for the kids to make 
a little money.  We had ½ acre by the garden that we could grow cucumbers for 
Gedney.
     Our older children, Linda, Dan, Nancy and Larry are busy in July with detasseling 
corn.  DeKalb had a big seed company in Redwood Falls, Mn for farmers that planted 
seed corn for DeKalb.  It was hard work detasseling corn, especially if a rain and wind 
storm had tangled the field rows. A worker had to be at least 13 years old.  They would 
get up early, and get to the bus stop that would take them out to the field.  They 
brought their own lunch, so it got to be a big day.  We used to say any worker that 
didn't give up and stayed the whole time would be a success in life.
     Duane, Rick, Barb and Betty also found out the “joys”  of detasseling.  Some of the 
fields had “riders” where a tractor going through the rows had an attachment that had 
seats for six riders.  Six rows were detasseled, and two rows of special seed were left 
with tassels to pollinate the other rows.  The riders could not be used after a storm had 
tangled the rows.  This job generally lasted several weeks in July.
     The cucumbers were ready to be picked by the end of July.  We had planted the 
seed, weeded, and dusted the plants if we saw bugs on them.  The first couple of 
pickings were the hardest as some of the rows had grown together, and had to be 
separated  The easiest way to pick the cucs was to roll the vines, pick everything that 
was underneath, and lay the vine down, roll the other side, and then skim the top of the 
row to see if you missed anything. We picked into pails, and emptied into gunny sacks. 
 It was surprising how the gunny sacks piled up.  There were a lot of pickles out there.  
We picked every other day, but always made sure we picked on Monday and Saturday.
     We piled everything into the back of the pick up truck.  The first time to the 
receiving station at the Aloys Welter farm near Morgan was a learning experience.  The 
little pickles were the best price.  The 2-3 inch pickle was the most popular, and the big 
huge pickles were not worth anything.  They were given away to people that came , 
and wanted pickles to eat as a cucumber salad. The cukes are unloaded into a 
shaking conveyor machine that grades them by size.  Then they are weighed.  Each 
size has a different price. Linda generally was the driver to deliver the pickles. 
     The length of the season depended on the weather, but it generally lasted a month.  
When the kids went to school, the pickles were done. 
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Dill Pickles Continued

     The second year we had pickles we had one and a half acres.  It meant picking 
everyday except Sunday.  It was quite a job.  Some of the other growers had crawlers 
that you lay down on beside the pickle row, and you moved it at your own pace.  We 
didn't use them as we were satisfied with the way we picked.  The kids always 
delivered the pickles – they enjoyed that part.
     The third year we had two acres.  Alphonse and I knew this would be our last year.  
The family was going to mutiny if we went for another year. Haha  First they detassled 
corn, and then they picked pickles – they were getting tired, but they still enjoyed 
delivering the pickles.
     The money they worked so hard for was used to buy new clothes and shoes for 
school.  There was some spending money too.
     After we moved to Sleepy Eye, our neighbors, Tony and Dorothy Krzmarzik put a 
new grove at their farm.  They kept the ground around the trees cultivated so the 
weeds wouldn't grow. They planted cucumbers between the rows of trees.  They 
wanted to go on vacation with the kids so they asked if we'd pick the cucumbers when 
they were gone.  Yes – we would, so we picked three different times.  After they got 
back, Lois came over and showed us a huge huge pickle we had missed when we 
picked.  I asked her what area where it was found, and I realized it was the area that I 
had picked.  How could I miss it every time!!!!  I guess I had lost my picking skills.
     That Gedney seed was good seed.  I had saved some, and was able to use it for 
several years.  I've never found seed like that since.  It was very productive.  
     We have all canned pickles,  We have our favorite recipes – they're all good.  It is 
important to plant dill.  To get a dill patch started that seeds itself every year.
    I had an experience this summer.  Someone knocked on my deck door, and there 
were three women out there.  They saw I had a lot of dill in my garden, and they were 
going to buy a bushel of cukes, and they need dill.  They said they had been driving 
through alleys looking for dill.  They wanted to buy some.  I knew one of them.  I was 
introduced to her Mother and daughter.  I told them they could have some, and we 
started to pick dill.  I told them that some of my families also buy a bushel of cukes, 
and can a lot of pickles.  Maybe they'll be back next year.
     So when you see Gedney pickles in the grocery store, remember that we were a 
part of that.

Love and Hug, 
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma  


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18

