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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion

          Photos on this page were taken at the bridal 
shower for Becca Schmitz and Ethan Scharmer. 
     It felt good to see everyone again.  Becca's  
shower was so beautiful, and a welcome get together 
after so long in hibernation. 
    Looking forward to see as many of you that can join 
us on Wednesday, June 24, 2020 for Cards With 
Mom.
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July Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
June 24, 2020 – Cards with Mom

June 27, 2020 – Graduation party for Lauren Mages 4-7 pm

July 10, 2020 – Cards with Mom

July 19, 2020 – Mages Fest at Allison Park, Sleepy Eye, Mn.

August 08, 2020 – Wedding of Becca Schmitz and Ethan Scharmer

August 14, 2020 – Graduation Party for Josie Wagner

August 17,2020 – Mages Family Band, Music in German Park New 
Ulm, Minn.  

August 18, 2020 – Cards with Mom

August 22,2020 – Party in the Barn – 8pm – midnight, Paynesville, 
Mn.

August 25, 2020 – Zins Family Reunion at the Pizza Ranch in 
Redwood Falls, Mn. 11:30 am

September, 2020 – New baby for David and Jenny Fischer

September 17, 18 &19,2020- Woodbury garage sales

September 18, 2020 – Cards with Mom

October 03 & 04,2020 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald Hideaway

October 12, 2020 – Cards with Mom

October 24, 2020 – Mom speaking at the German-Bohemian 
Heritage Meeting. 

November 6&7,2020 – Girls shopping by Barb Plath

November 13, 2020 – Cards with Mom

December 11,2020 – Cards with Mom

Brennen Rath July 01
Darlene Mages July 01
Gina Andersen July 02
Dawn Plath July 04
Josephine Wagner July 05
Cameron Wagner July 06
Raymond Mages July 10
Avery Cook July 11
Luke Mages July 15
Logan Miller July 16
Vann Mages July 17
Lisa Schmitz July 18
Adam Butler July 19
Jasmine Miller July 20
Kristen Olivero July 22
Jane Mages July 23
Martin Mages July 23
Josh VanderHook July 26
Nolan Gall July 29

Music in the Park
 Monday-August 17th,  playing at German Park in New 
Ulm this year. They are building an entire new ampi-
theater that will be completed by late summer. Who 
knows, maybe we will be the first to play there.
Love you,
Larry

Editors note :  Not sure of the time, but usually 
6:30pm
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July Anniversaries

Larry and Deb Fischer

July Anniversaries
Rick and Jane Mages Larry and Deb Fischer
July 17 47 years  July 11 39 years

Dean and Donna Nelson Curt and Kathy Mages
 July 26 36 years  July 18 34 years

Mike and Amy Mages Shane and Becky Wilson
 July 29 31 years  July 18 28 years

Jeremy and Kari Mages Aaron and Erica Mages
 July 15 20 years  July 23 15 years

Alan and Julia Strand Rob and JoEdna Mages
 July 29 14 years  July 05 12 years

David and Samantha Nelson John and Amanda Cook
 July 27 08 years  July 13 07 years

TJ and Madeline Ibberson Billy and Mikayla Bruggeman
 July 11 05 years  July 15  03 years
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Mages Fest 2020

Dear Family,
Amy and I want to share an update on Magesfest, scheduled for July 19 at Allison 
Park in Sleepy Eye. We’ve spent a great amount of time discussing this as it’s a 
highlight of the summer for our family. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 situation 
presents some challenges for gatherings like ours. And while we miss our family 
dearly, especially right now, we really feel the health and safety of all is the 
greatest priority. For this reason, we are going to wait until July 12 to make an 
official decision on whether or not we will hold the reunion. We recently spoke with 
a nurse at Brown County Public Health as well. Right now, they and the state 
highly discourage outdoor social gatherings greater than 25 people. However, the 
guidelines may change over the next couple days and weeks. Hence, we will wait 
it out a little longer to decide. Thank you for your patience. We miss you all and 
hope we can see you soon.

Love, 
Mike and Amy

This year we celebrate these wedding anniversaries:
Dan and Arlene
Barb and Kevin
Jeff and LeAnn
Happy Anniversary!
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Lauren Mages Graduation Party

Please join us to celebrate Lauren’s graduation from high school! We have a large 
yard to social distance. There will be ample seating, but feel free to bring lawn chairs 
if that makes visiting more comfortable for you. Precautionary measures will be in 
place for all food being served. 
Lauren will be attending the University of Sioux Falls and has been accepted into 
their Nursing program. 
Kari

     As you know we have missed the last two Cards With Mom, but we plan to have 
this one on Wednesday, June 24, 2020, starting with Mass for the deceased members 
of the Alphonse Mages Family at 7:15 am at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye, 
Minn.  Breakfast potluck will be at Mom's after Mass with cards to follow.  Mom thought 
that we could order either from Hardees or Subway for lunch.  I did call Carl's Corner in 
Essig and they can only have 4 at a table with limited tables.  Hope to see all of you 
there.   Love, Linda

Cards With Mom
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Bridal Shower for Becca Schmitz and 
Ethan Scharmer – June 13, 2020
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Becca and Ethan Shower Continued
Becca’s Bridal Shower and Special Day 

Becca Schmitz, daughter of Tony and Lisa (Mages) Schmitz and bride to be of 
Ethan Scharmer of Winona was honored at a bridal shower on Saturday, June 
13th.  The beautiful event was sponsored by Becca’s sisters and aunts and took 
place on the Schmitz Century Homestead near Sleepy Eye.  The theme for the 
bride and groom was “Adventure Awaits” as Becca and Ethan have been traveling 
to see each other due to their long distance relationship and once married will 
finally be together for all of life’s adventures. Special theme gifts presented to 
Becca was luggage from Amanda, Madeline and Jessica and a special banner with 
the theme made by her Aunt Donna.  Amanda, Madeline, Deb and Sharon 
lavished the newly finished garage space with flowers, and decorations in Becca’s 
wedding color dusty pink. Overseeing the kitchen with a hot chicken sandwich 
and salad luncheon were many aunts who worked very hard in preparation for 
the special day as almost 50 guests attended. Pink, white and green chocolate 
mints were made in advance by Grandma Mages and excited family members for 
the shower guests. 

Becca and Ethan were commemorated with a fun, trivia game to allow everyone 
to get to know the couple better followed by a wedding word scramble game. 
When the many gifts were finally opened our family was very grateful for all of 
the support. Their new home (condominium) near Madison, Wisconsin will be 
beautiful and decorated in the colors of navy and gray. Grandmother Barbara 
Mages presented Becca with a beautiful quilt, such a wonderful tradition. 

Thank you to all of the hostesses and guests for such special gifts and for all of the 
efforts to be here, plan, and prepare for this shower or to think of her from afar. 
We are all so appreciative! 

The day was finalized with a wonderful bachelorette party with the theme “Nacho 
Average Bride” at the Sleepy Eye Golf course and back on the farm for games, 
music, and a bonfire with Becca’s and Ethan’s mothers, sisters, college friends and 
highschool friends. Whew! 

Becca Schmitz and Lisa Schmitz 
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Bridal Shower in Photo
Hostesses L-R: LeAnn Mages, Sharon Mages, Donna Nelson, Debbie Fischer, Clare Bjork, 

Debbie Schmitz, Amy Schmitz, Jessica Schmitz, Amanda Cook and Madeline Ibberson.

Photo to lower right is Amanda Cook welcoming everyone to the shower.  L-R: 
Grandma, Barbara, Mages, Jessica, Becca, Ethan's Mom, Jenny, Becca's 
Mom, Lisa and Amanda
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Shower Photos Continued

This special quilt from Grandma Mages, Barbara 
and Becca

Becca's Bridal 
Party.  L – 
R:Marissa, 
Mariah, Erica, 
Megan, Becca, 
Tori, Sarah, 
Kammie, Gabby 
and Sarah.
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Bridal Shower Photos Continued

Around the table -L- R:Bonnie Siedl, 
Debbie Fischer, Mom, Linda Gall and 
Donna Nelson,  Chris Braun looking on

Ethan's Family L_R: Mom, 
Jenny, Sisters Courtney and 
Brittany with Becca

Lisa with her daughters and Becca's Mom 
and sisters.  L – R: Lisa, Madeline, Becca, 
Jessica and Amanda
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Lake Shetak – by Mom

     I have always loved the water.  When we were little, our Mom would take us to the 
creek on Dad's home farm and we would fish or wade in the water. 
     Alphonse and I took the kids to the same creek when they were little and visited 
with Aunt Ella who lived on the farm.  Then later we rented a cabin for a week at one of 
our 10,000 lakes.  
     When we retired from farming we thought we'd buy a cabin by the lake.  We 
decided to start at a realty in Hutchinson, Minnesota.  A nice lady named, Greta 
showed us seven different places at Belle Lake, Mini Belle Lake and Lake Washington. 
 We decided none of these would work for us and let the idea rest for awhile.  Then 
Alphonse heard of a lake home by Lake Shetak south of Tracy.  We went to look at it, 
found a phone number and called the owner.  He came and took us through the two 
bedroom home and big double garage.  The furniture would all come with and the boat 
and lift also.  We could even have the two lawn mowers, but he was going to keep the 
riding mower.  The people were Nathan and Edith Taarud.  The boat was very nice – 
always kept in a garage.  He wanted to take us out for supper – a beautiful steak 
house at the Lake called Valhalla, but we said we wanted to check things out a little 
more.  We still had his phone number.  Nathan and Edith lived in Tracy and on the way 
home, we did give them a call to talk more about it.  
     Then he took us through the house and showed us his collections.  We talked more 
about the sale and we did give his a small down payment to hold the property for us.  It 
was just what we were looking for and it was ready to move in condition.  After looking 
at the property more, we made the sale final.
     Lake Shetak is a big lake with a dam at the south end.  The beginning of the Des 
Moines River.  It is a good walleye lake, and  a good swimming lake.  Our house 
looked to the east and sat on a hill that gradually led to the water.  There were patio 
doors in the living room, and in the bedroom that led to a big deck outside.  It was 
June, and we were enjoying our first summer at the lake.
     The boat lift was an old one and we traded it in for a new one.  Alphonse got an 
electrician to dig a trench to the lake to get electricity there for an electric boat lift.  We 
had a bright yellow cover on it so we could spot our lift right away.
     The first time we took the boat out, Chuck and Nancy and their family were 
spending the day.  It was a good sized boat so we all went at one time for a ride.  We 
all had life jackets and lo and behold we were stopped by the Lake Patrol Police.  Yes, 
we have life jackets, we have a fire extinguisher, boat horn?  No it wasn't working – 
Well you just buy one of those boat horns and in case you have trouble, you can use 
that.  So we were safe. 
     We enjoyed having family come on week ends.  Sometimes to stay overnight.  Then 
on Monday morning we'd head back home to our house in New Ulm.  On the way 
home we would always stop at Sanborn Corner's Dairy Queen for a chili dog, a hot dog 
with chili.  So Good!
     The little town of Curie, Minnesota, was close by and we'd go to church on Sunday, 
and stop at the store and buy something for dinner.  They had fireworks on the 4 th of 
July, but if you had company and wanted to go out and eat there was the Valhalla 
Steak House or Key Largo which was a restaurant, bar and wedding venue.
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Lake Shetak Continued
     Years ago when I was a kid, our Dad sold Moor Man Feed and we would be invited 
to a yearly picnic at Lake Shetak park.  Sometimes he had meetings there, probably 
at Key Largo, so we had been to Lake Shetak years before.
     We had some strong storms there.  Tom and Sharon lived at Worthington and we 
asked Sharon's parents, Merle and Elaine to come on Sunday.  We can't control the 
weather and we had a cloud burst that day.  It rained and rained.  The men were in the 
garage with the door open while we were in the house.  You needed a good umbrella 
to go back and forth.  The rain gauge ran over that day, 6 inches of rain, but at least 
there was no big storm with it.  
     There was one time a hugh wind with the storm kept dashing the waves along the 
shore.  It moved some of the rock along the shore and flooded the lower part of the 
hill.  When it was over, we had to haul rock, black dirt, and put sod down.
     We had the bicycles boat and the kids loved that.,  Older kids could move the 
pedal and little kids enjoyed the ride.
     We could fish off the dock when we wanted and the little ones caught their first fish 
there.  One Sunday afternoon was very interesting as a seaplane was practicing take 
off and landings.
  The big, “Why Not,” steamboat would make a regular run on Sunday evening on our 
part of the lake. Many people out for a cruise would wave as they sailed by.
     Every Labor Day there would be a picnic five houses down the lake.  Bring your 
lawn chairs too.  No invitations would be sent.  It was a busy day with neighbors up 
and down the lake would come and enjoy.  In the mornings, we would take the coffee 
pot and say, “I'll bring the coffee, you make the toast.''  Or in the evening, “We'll get 
together and play cards as soon as Vanna is over with.” Wheel of Fortune was a must 
see.
     The years came and went.  Week ends were getting so busy with weddings and 
outings.  The last summer we were at the lake only three weekends.  We would still 
drive up on Wednesday and mow the lawn.  Alphonse would mow the lake side, and 
I'd do the road side.  We'd come home on Thursday.  We had a garden the first year 
but the bunnies ate everything except the tomatoes and marigold and geraniums.  We 
didn't have anymore garden except a couple years we had tomato plants by the 
garage.
     There were many birds of all kinds – pelicans, cormorants, wood ducks, swallows, 
swans, seagulls and many more.  One spring swallows tried to build a nest under our 
boat lift cover.  They used mud and it was messy.  Alphonse would clean it out and 
next time we came it was there again.  This time it had eggs in it so he left it.  There is 
a saying that if swallows build a nest in your farm buildings, it will be protected from 
harm.  Later that spring we heard of the big storm by Lake Shetak.  We went to check 
and our dock and boat were surrounded by debris and docks from down the lake 
shore.  Our neighbors were coming to get their lost docks.  Our dock and boat were 
good and solid and protected from the storm.  Must have been the swallows under the 
canopy of the boat lift.  Many boats were damaged in that storm.
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Lake Shetak Continued
     In the winter we would go ice fishing.  We drove unto the ice at the landing directly 
across the lake.  Alphonse set up the, “dark house,” and drilled two holes in the ice – 
one for each of us.  We had parked in front of our place a little farther out than the 
dock would have been.  We had fished for awhile with little luck so I went up to the 
house to get sandwiches and a thermos of coffee.  When I got back, Alphonse 
showed me this big fish he had on the line.  He was so big, his head would  not fit in 
our eight inch hole in the ice.  He said, “I've got tension on the line and if I loosen it he 
will be gone.”  And that is exactly what happened.  Alphonse said he'd have to get a 
bigger ice auger.  
     The years go by and we weren't using the lake home as much so we decided to 
sell it.  We had it for eleven years and it was now 1999.  We sold it to another farm 
family whose newly married daughter would live there with her husband.  We left the 
furniture, the dishes, the household stuff and the two deer that guarded the entrance.  
We'll always remember all the happy memories we made there.  
     On the way home we stopped at the Dairy Queen in Sanborn and had a chili dog.
     We went back on Labor Day for a couple of years to the neighborhood picnic.  So 
happy to see old friends again.  We miss the lake – the peacefulness – the serenity – 
the beauty. 

P.S.  We had a Kodet Family Reunion in Ramsey Park at Redwood Falls, Minnesota.  
My brother, Al, brought a girl friend along.  Her name was Greta.  When I was 
introduce to her, I told her she had a beautiful name, and that I only knew one other 
Greta, a real estate lady from Hutchinson.  She pointed to herself and we both 
laughed.  She was happy to hear that we had found a lake home.

Love and Hugs.  Stay Safe – Take Care
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Lake Shetak in Photo

August 1990  Paul Mages 
with his first fish

The garage which sat 
by the road 1997

The lake side of the 
house on Lake 
Shetak  1997
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Lake Shetak in Photo Continued
Dad 1992

Mom 1992

Photo right lower is Kimberly, 
Nancy and Sarah Strate, 

Dad, Brian, Chuck Strate and 
Michelle Bauer then but 

Strate now.

Lisa, Amanda Schmitz, Mike 
and Curt Mages
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Bucket List – Barb Plath

     To help mark off my Bucket List from Barb Plath.  Zip lining in Minnesota, August 
15, 2020.  Kerfoot Canopy Tours – 30200 Scenic By Way Road,  Henderson, 
Minnesota.  Phone # 952 – 873 – 3000.  40 minutes from Mankato  Suspension on 
Bridge, 8 lines, ½ mile long.   2 trainers to teach Zip lining basics.   250, 300, 500, 700 
feet or more.  Cost is $69.00 each,  time of activity 1.5 hours.  
Requirements:
1. 10 years of age 
2. 70-250 pounds
3. Closed toe shoes
4. No Drinking or under the influence
5. Sign waiver
6.Not pregnant
7. Reservations ASAP Needed
Rated #2 Ariel Adventure in America
Www.kerfootcanopytour.com
WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT LEAST 4 GO.  Fun in the sun and air.  Contact me by 7-15-
2020
Enjoy!!! Barb     Call me with any questions

Wedding Update
Hi Mageses! You may or may not have heard that our wedding is going to be much 
simpler than originally planned and we will now be having a much smaller wedding 
ceremony and reception with our bridal party and two small families. On August 8 at 
1:00 pm, Ethan and I will be live streaming our wedding and you are all invited! 
Invitations for the livestream will be sent out within the next couple weeks and all of 
the details will be included. Thank you so much for all of your support. We love you! 
                            Ethan and Becca

Come one, come all
Saturday, August 22nd
Mages Barn
Live band: Honeybadgers from 8pm-12am
Campers are welcome to spend the night

More information will be coming regarding a Saturday meal

Hope you can join us!
Jim and Trish and family

Party in the Barn

http://Www.kerfootcanopytour.com/
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Sandy and Chad Sheffer – June 19,2020

Everyone is having a great time celebrating Chad and Sandy marriage. 
Congratulations to the happy couple. The marriage vows were given by Rev. Kristen 
at 1 pm. Friday, June 19,2020 at Sandy’s home in Laurel, MD. They will be 
honeymooning in Ocean City, MD. Chad’s parents Keith and Jody Sheffer and 
Sandy’s Mom, Betty Jass were in attendance.
-- 
Betty Jass
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Chad and Sandy Sheffer Wedding in Photo

With the proud Mother of the Bride, Betty
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