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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion

     
     Even though we aren't able to do all the things we 
want to do because of the virus, I can't believe how 
fast the summer is going.  I hope everyone is keeping 
cool with all these hot, humid days.
     In the mist of challenge happiness is all around as 
with the birth of a new baby boy, Charles Paul,  for 
Kim and Steve.  It was so awesome to see Larry 
receive the, “Melvin Jones,” award from the Lions in 
Lafayette.  We weren't able to have “Mages Fest,”  
this year again, but it will be all the more special next 
year.  
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August Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
August 08, 2020 – Wedding of Becca Schmitz and Ethan 
Scharmer

August 14, 2020 – Graduation Party for Josie Wagner

August 17,2020 – Mages Family Band, Music in German 
Park New Ulm, Minn.  

August 18, 2020 – Cards with Mom

August 22,2020 – Party in the Barn – 8pm – midnight, 
Paynesville, Mn.

August 25, 2020 – Zins Family Reunion at the Pizza 
Ranch in Redwood Falls, Mn. 11:30 am

September, 2020 – New baby for David and Jenny 
Fischer

September 17, 18 &19,2020- Woodbury garage sales

September 18, 2020 – Cards with Mom

October 03 & 04,2020 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway

October 12, 2020 – Cards with Mom

October 24, 2020 – Mom speaking at the German-
Bohemian Heritage Meeting. 

November 6&7,2020 – Girls shopping by Barb Plath

November 13, 2020 – Cards with Mom

December 11,2020 – Cards with Mom

Brian Strate Aug 02
Grady Rath Aug 03
Veda Tonneson Plath Aug 04
Duane Kuss Aug 04
Jacqualine Bruggeman Aug 06
Julia Mages Aug 07
Nathan Gall Aug 09
Jennifer Butler Aug 12
James Mages Aug 15
MaKayla Strand Aug 16
Tess Mages Aug 22
Imia Mages Aug 26
Joe Mages Aug 28
Bella Bemmels Aug 31
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July AnniversariesAugust Anniversaries

Kevin and Barb Plath Aug 29                45 years

Tony and Lisa Schmitz Aug 29 33 years

Brad and Tess Mages Aug 15 23 years

Adam and Amanda Bemmels Aug 25 18 years

Tim and Lindsey Mages Aug 08 12years

Stevie and Melanie Miller             Aug 28 10 years

David and Jenny Fischer Aug 09 06 years

Steve and Kim Dammann Aug 28 05 years

Duane and Jermayne Kuss Aug 10 02 years

Scott and Ashley Mages Aug31 01 year

Car Vs. Train by Mom
     Oh!  To be a teenager again.  How many times have you heard that said?  So many 
things to learn- so little time.  I was twelve when I drove our Model A Ford for the first 
time.  I took lunch to My Dad and Mom who were in the field planting crops.  It was a 
good skill to have at the time.
     Our youngest child is going to be sixteen and all ready learning to drive car, 
practicing her skill.  Lisa has had a learner's permit for a year and is legal to drive with 
an adult present in the car.  She has passed the written test and also the drivers test.  
Now she has ;to go to the license bureau and get a license, but first the test to drive 
with an official.  If you fail the first time, you can try again.  Brothers Tom and Mike had 
set up hay bales on the farm where she could learn to parallel park. The appointment 
was all ready set up and the big day came.  She was used to driving the family car – a 
Pontiac station wagon or the pickup as she made runs to the field with that.  We took 
the car to the court house.  I don't remember if Alphonse or I both went with her but 
we had to wait for the previous appointment to finish.  A young man was thumbs up as 
he happily greeted his parents.  Now it was Lisa's turn.  We waited as she took the 
test and she came back as a winner!  She said that even the parallel parking went 
well.  So another driver in our family.
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Car Vs. Train by Mom Continued
     The Following Year:

     Deb and Donna played guitar at Divine Providence Community Home in Sleepy Eye 
to entertain the residents.  The girls had their pom poms along and also did a few 
cheers for their enjoyment.   Linda, Nancy, and I had charge of the refreshments and 
Lisa, Gina, Connie and Becky would help sing and visit with the people.  So all the 
residents were seated in the dining room and being entertained.  All those that had 
birthdays that month were given a gift and cake and ice cream for all. 
     After the party we stayed to help wash the dishes and clean the dining room.  Lisa 
asked if she could go see a friend she hadn't seen all summer, and I gave her the car 
keys and told her to be back in half and hour.  Gina, Connie and Becky wanted to go 
along but their Moms said, “not this time.”
     We were in the kitchen when the secretary came and told me I had a phone call – 
to come to the desk.  When I got to the desk she wasn't there.  I didn't see the phone 
so I went back to the kitchen.  She came again and said Steve Hillesheim wanted to 
talk to me.  I was so puzzled.  What is going on?  This time she was at the desk and 
gave me the phone.  Steve told me that Lisa had been in an accident by the DelRoy 
Hotel, but she was okay.  I told him we would come right away.  The DelRoy was an old 
hotel near the railroad tracks.    We got into our cars.  I rode with Linda and as we got 
closer to the DelRoy I said, “that's strange there's no one on the street.”    When we 
got closer we saw all the excitement was a couple blocks down the street.  When I saw 
the train, I said, “She got hit by the train.”  We ran to the scene and saw Lisa standing 
by Rick and a couple of policemen.  The ambulance and EMT's were there.  She was 
okay – just scared and shaken up.  Thank You Lord!
     The train had been doing station work coming from the west and moving bars 
around where they needed to be.  He wasn't going fast.  As Lisa was passing the 
DelRoy Hotel someone had been waving at her and it distracted her and then she was 
on the track and she got hit.  If there had been a passenger with her, it would not have 
been good for the passenger.  The train pushed her down the track and she said she 
was thinking of cousin Gary Mages, who was driving his big tractor across a blind 
crossing  and he was hit by a train.  He was hurt with many broken bones and was in a 
hospital a long time.  Finally when the train stopped she thought maybe the car would 
explode so she opened up her door and ran.  There was someone standing there and 
she threw her arms around him and then Rick came running up to her.  “ARE YOU 
OKAY?”  She she was not hurt.  One little nick on her leg.  She said the train broke the 
doors and came right into the car.  She could touch it.  
     Alphonse, Tom and Mike had been on the farm and Alphonse had received a call so 
they came.  Policeman Paulson  told him Lisa was very lucky not to be hurt, but to get 
her driving as soon as possible.  Otherwise she probably would not want to drive 
anymore.  
     The car not only had the passenger side wrecked but the whole undercarriage 
under the car had been torn loose.  It was totaled.  Alphonse said if it would have been 
a smaller car it would have rolled under the train.
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Car Vs Train Continued
Rick said he got to the accident so quickly because ten year old Jory had been riding 
his bike and he came speeding home.  He said Lisa got hit by the train.  Lisa called 
Rick her angel because he was right there to give her support.  
     We don't know what is going to happen from one minute to the other.  Life is a 
series of happenings – some exciting – some normal and then there are the 
unexpected.  There is no way we can know what is on top the next hill we climb.  We 
trust and have faith that the Good Lord will see us through.

Stay safe, take care, Hugs and Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma
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Josie Wagner daughter of Randy and 
Theresa and Granddaughter of Larry and 

the late Maggie Mages Graduation 
Announcement

Kodet Sisters and Niece's Day Canceled
   Aunt Mary Lou Butzer called to say that the Kodet Sisters and Niece's Day 
which is usually held in August or September is canceled this year due to the 
state restrictions of the Covid virus.  Mary Lou said she is in good health, but 

mostly staying home.  Love you Aunt Mary Lou

                                                 Linda
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To my dear Form-A-Feed friends, 
 
66-years-old, with no evidence of fatigue, even after 39 years in animal nutrition—36 of which 
have been in the Form-A-Feed family…that’s me. No, not totally retiring because you, my 
customers, sales team and fellow employees have been so good to me these many years. I 
guess I grew up with Form-A-Feed, all while Jane and I raised our family during the same time 
period. My five children were ranging in age from 9-years-old to infant when I started with 
Form-A-Feed and now my grandchildren are those same ages.  
 
You have all kept my life enjoyable, financially rewarding and filled with so much satisfaction 
and fulfillment. But it’s time for me to get more involved with my family life and several other 
activities I enjoy. 
 
Some history: I started with Form-A-Feed in August of 1984. Yes, 36 years of delightful and 
meaningful experiences with American farmers and livestock producers in Minnesota and 
beyond—including Arizona, California, Pennsylvania and many states in between. Obviously, 
you folks, my customers, and fellow employees, have nourished and melvinized me generously 
during this time. I have learned so much from each of you, especially the excellent staff in the 
Form-A-Feed family. We boiled!!! 
To me, that is the real spice of life…to keep learning and to keep expanding my knowledge as 
there have been so many incredible advances in livestock nutrition and livestock management 
throughout my career. It’s been exciting to keep abreast of the ever-changing dynamic and 
preferences of people here in Minnesota and across the U.S. I’m proud to have been in such an 
innovative industry. And I’m blessed to have been a part of the Form-A-Feed and Nelson family. 
Thanks freaks. 
 
Yes, like you, and others across our nation and around the world, I am dismayed and 
disappointed in the alarming disparity that dominates our thoughts these days as we follow the 
daily news and events. We all try to cast our own predictions about when and how this will end. 
But I have so much hope in the moral fiber and conviction of hard-working Americans, including 
American farmers, that I know this current disarray will slowly diminish. With God’s help, it will 
pass and eventually fade away. I sense many of us are now believing more strongly in America 
and American agriculture than ever before. Remember attitude and action get us where we 
need to be. 
 
At Form-A-Feed, our #1 priority has always been on making our farmers and fellow employees 
successful. I quickly learned that what makes our customers most successful is the driving force 
behind our company. That’s why for these many years, Form-A-Feed encouraged us to get on 
the farm with our customers so we can develop a deep understanding of your needs. That key 
tenet around customer service will never change. And that means bringing quality products day 
after day, year after year, and communication, and more communication 

Rick Mages Retirement Letter by Rick
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Rick's Retirement Letter Continued
Larry Schulte, our plant manager, often said, “If we had one mistake in a thousand, we would 
always be putting fires out and you would be in my office, saying that it’s not acceptable.” 
Consistent quality from top to bottom and back up, the Form-A-Feed team must deliver.  
 
I also learned early in life that the more people you help become successful, the more 
successful your own life will become. I feel that has been the heartbeat of Form-A-Feed—that 
may be why it’s been such a good fit for me. Like everyone involved in agriculture these days, 
we’re keenly tuned to the financial squeeze and because of that reality we’re concerned about 
the declining number of American farmers. Yet that reality also tells us that our surviving 
farmers are much larger: their input needs, including feed for their livestock, keeps increasing. 
For us, that means we need to bring more to the table in services and expertise while simply 
outworking our competition. Like Buzz, Marty and Steve and now, Eric and Mike, impress upon 
us: TEAM. We have a strong team.  
 
So now when I meet new faces, potentially new customers, it’s most important that I get to 
know them, and they get to know me and the team and what we bring to the table. That means 
a brief history of Form-A-Feed and its remarkable growth across America—coming from a 50-
mile circle of customers to eventually reaching customers in a 2,000+ mile circle. Sure, it’s 
exciting to explain our growth in this very competitive feed industry but history with facts 
impact the thinking of any livestock producer and I also got great pleasure in bragging about 
myself, my co-sales manager, Doug Renkes, and the company as a whole. That simply is the 
world we live in today. And that’s why I also shared that our Form-A-Feed truck drivers are 
most vital to our success. Why? Because our truckers are very likely the last Form-A-Feed staff 
member the farmer sees until we get that next order. 
 
What’s our success? One word tells a big part of the story: the level of communication we offer 
each other. And we’re wanting to show our successes. That’s been my story and I’m sticking to 
it. You customers sharing with me why you feel good about our product (being on the cutting 
edge, not the bleeding edge). Certainly, that’s a touch of ego gratification but isn’t that what 
life is all about? I have a sense of pride every time I see a Form-A-Feed sign or truck. It’s 
tremendously powerful to have a partner standing beside you to endorse your successes 
and/or defend you on road bumps that may suddenly appear.  
 
I grew up on a farm in Brown County, Minnesota, just south of Stewart. My entire life has been 
centered around farming and many of my siblings, and now nieces and nephews, are still 
farming to this day. Farming is in my blood. Yet always it’s just about showing up and caring 
about the little things that make a difference in life. No matter how you cut it, agriculture is 
about love and respect of farm families. I salute my huge Form-A-Feed family and other farm 
families across America.  
 
Form-A-Feed has been a great fit. I’m so happy we got to spend so many years together.  
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Rick's Retirement Letter Continued
I want to say thank you to my wife and partner, Jane. And I would simply like to thank all of you 
from the bottom of my heart for your continued support in my life. May our good Lord smile 
down on you, bless you and keep you this day and always.  
 
Cheers (Zicke, Zacke, Zicke, Zacke, hoi, hoi, hoi)! Now, let’s get boiled.  
 
Your Form-A-Feed friend (and freak) forever, 
 
 
Rick Mages 
(Semper fi) 



Page 10

Cards With Mom – June 24,2020

Cards with Mom started 
with Mass at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Sleepy 
Eye with breakfast and 
cards to follow.  The game, 
“65” was played with Mom 
as the winner.  As you can 
see Dan it took two people 
to pour coffee.  Your job is 
still secure.  Normally we 
go out for lunch but both 
meals were potluck as 
restaurants still can not 
handle big groups because 
of the virus.    Linda

L-R:Larry, Donna, Nancy, Debbie, Mom, Lisa 
and Linda.  Brandon behind the camera

Top right is Donna pouring coffee (Dan's Job) for 
Debbie.  Middle right is Brandon pouring coffee 
(Dan's Job) for Grandma.  Bottom right, L -R:, Jane, 
Rick, Brandon, Mom, Nancy, Lisa, Larry, Debbie 
and Donna.   Linda behind the camera



Page 11

Cards With Mom – July 10,2020

Wearing the shirts that Jeff brought everyone.  L – R:Nancy, Rick, Lisa, Cindy, John, 
Mom, Jeff and Curt.  Linda behind the camera

We started the day with Mass and then 
breakfast at Moms.  Dan came and poured 
coffee for awhile but as you can see Curt and 
Mom had to take over.  We all went to the golf 
course for lunch and Mom won playing “Hand 
and Foot” in the afternoon. I love Dan very 
much.  I just like to give him a hard time. Linda

Mom, Dan and Rick Curt taking 
over. Mom 
and Jane 
looking on

Notice Dan's 
big smile.  
Mom pours 
for Dan, 
Nancy and 
Rick



Taylor Mages, Daughter of Brad and Tess and 
Granddaughter of Dan and Arlene receives 

her scholarship from the Alphonse and 
Barbara Mages Scholarship, Forever Young

Photo to the left is Great 
Grandma Barbara Mages 
presenting Taylor with her 
Scholarship

Photo to the right is Taylor 
receiving her scholarship from 
Great Grandma Barbara with her 
Grandparents Arlene and Dan 
Mages looking on.
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Larry is Awarded Prestige's Lions Award



Page 14

Lion's Award in Photo

Leo

At Larry's home after the ceremony.  Amanda, 
Jane, Debbie, Joe, Mom, Larry, Tom and Mike.  
Sharon, Stretch and Linda also there.

L – R: Front, Linda, Leo, Matt, Mom, Larry and Amanda.  Back: Mike, Noah, Evie, Tom, 
Sharon, Debbie, Jane, Joe and Rick.
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Lion's Award Continued

Larry receiving a Lion's 
Melvin Jones pin from past 
district governor Joan Blank

Larry 
thanking 
everyone

Rick 
sharing 
growing up 
with Larry 
stories

Noah 
and 
Evie Waiting to begin, Amanda, Noah, Evie, 

Matt and Larry

     One Tuesday evening of July 14, 2020 Larry was honored by the Lion's Club in 
Lafayette for distinguished service in his 30 years of membership.  Joe Miedl who 
introduced Larry read for minutes of all the things Larry and Maggie accomplished 
during his membership. ( I personally wondered how they got all of that done, but so 
great an accomplishment.)  We are so honored to call you Son, Dad, Brother and 
Friend.  Congratulations Larry and well deserved.  Those in attendance were, Maggie 
who watched so proudly in heaven,  Matt, Noah, Evie and Leo Mages, Amanda 
Bemmels, Mom Barbara, Rick and Jane, Tom and Sharon, Debbie, Mike, Joe and Linda 
and Larry and Maggie's good friends, Phil and Karen Wingen.  After the ceremony we 
went to Larry's home to celebrate some more.     Linda
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Charles Paul Dammann, July 15,2020, at 7:37pm 
weighing 7# 4oz and 20 inches long.  Son of 

Kimberly and Steve, brother of Ruby and Max and 
Grandson of Nancy and the late Charles Strate.

Ruby, Charlie and 
Max
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