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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

FamilyReunion
     

     Many events happened in this great family this 
month.  The Lord has truly blessed all of us.  Four new 
baby boys in the last couple of months, and they are all 
healthy and precious.  The Alphonse and Barbara legacy 
lives on in these wonderful additions, as in all babies 
born to this family.
     Sorry if you need to take a loan out to buy ink this 
month to print the newsletter.
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October Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
October 03 & 04,2020 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway

October 12, 2020 – Cards with Mom

October 24, 2020 – Mom speaking at the German-
Bohemian Heritage Meeting. Canceled until May 2021 

November 13, 2020 – Cards with Mom

December 11,2020 – Cards with Mom

Magesfest – July 10 &11,2021 at Sportsman's Park in 
Sleepy Eye 

October 16,2021 – Wedding for Alex Mages and Adrienn 
Peterson

Alan Strand Oct 01
Chad Mills Oct 02
Sitara Plath Oct 03
Finch Mages Oct 07
Bonita Ingersoll Oct 10
Tim Mages Oct 10
Adam Mages Oct 11
Jennifer Fischer Oct 13
Donna Nelson Oct 15
Riley Jensen Oct 18
Nora Mages Oct 19
Cindy Mages Oct 20
Becky Wilson Oct 24
Chrissy Vander Hook Oct 30
Rowan Andersen Oct 31
Brad Mages Oct 31
Travis Mages Oct 31
Hadley Ingersoll Oct 31

October Anniversaries
Brian and Michelle Strate
Oct 05 24 years

Ken and Trista Mages
Oct 02 15 years

Cody and Michelle Becker
Oct 05 01 year

Hello All, 
Our mailing address has changed to PO 
Box 36 
Mankato, MN 56002. 
Thanks, 
Sarah Mills
507-351-0428
sarahmills1@yahoo.com

New Address

Magesfest will take place Saturday and Sunday, July 
10 and 11, 2021 at Sleepy Eye Sportsman's Park 
Chalet.  Saturday afternoon Boat Parade and Water 
sports show, Potluck Supper and Mages Family 
Band concert 7:30 pm to 10pm.  Camping and 
bonfire party to follow.  Sunday morning breakfast in 
the campground.  Hosts are the Lisa and Tony 
Schmitz and family.      Lisa

Magesfest - 2021
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July AnniversariesRV to Arizona By Mom
Part two of her trip to Arizona with Larry, Maxine and Loretta, Maxine's Mom

Arizona, Here We Come!!!!
     We enjoyed our stay in Branson and we are on the road again.  Our aim is to cross 
Kansas today into Colorado.
     We had a big breakfast. Maxine is a very good cook.  Maxine and Larry won't let me 
or Loretta help.  We're lucky if we get to watch the toast or set the table.  All of us had 
brought some food supplies from home, so we have some very, “tasty meals”.  
     Loretta and I get settled in our recliners with seat belts and are ready to travel.  
Maxine and Larry have gifted each of us with a warm soft blanket and we cover up with 
those  After a while I trade places with Maxine and I sit in the passenger seat of the 
RV.  We travel through fields of winter wheat and start to see oil pumps.  We stop for 
gas and lunch and Maxine drives for awhile.  Maxine said as long as we're not in the 
mountains yet.  We travel as far as Dodge City, Kansas and it's getting time to find a 
place to stay overnight.  There is a casino just ahead – Big Casino – with a hotel called 
 “Boot Hill Casino”.  We head for the campground and find a good spot to stay.  Larry 
presses the buttons and the RV opens up to a good sized living room and another for 
the bedroom. 
     Loretta is teaching me to play double solitaire, but she is so quick with her cards, I 
keep losing all the games.
     Tonight after supper is movie night, so we check out all the titles and pick a good 
one.  Larry presses  a button and the TV screen comes up and covers up the whole 
window by the table.  I had been wondering where the TV was.
     We didn't check out the casino.  Larry said he'd do that in the morning.
     Time for lights out.  The table was lowered and the bench cushions piled on top and 
that became my bed for the night.  The sheets and blanket were stored on the bed 
over the captains chairs.  Larry pressed a button and the whole queen size bed came  
down just over the top of the chairs.
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RV to Arizona Continued
     It had a short ladder, but 
Loretta didn't feel safe on it 
so she and Maxine took the 
bedroom in the Rv and 
Larry had the bed over the 
cab.  He didn't need the 
ladder.  The shades had all 
been drawn and we were 
set for the night.  
     Day four and we're on 
the road again heading for 
Colorado.  We're going to 
view the Royal Gorge 
Bridge.  I've seen pictures 
and I know it's at least a 
thousand feet over the river, 

And I say, “I'm not going to 
cross that bridge.”
    The terrain is beginning to change. We begin to see desert areas and we are 
gradually going higher.  The mountains are just ahead.
     We get to the visiting area and they recommend seeing a movie of the history of 
the bridge that is in another building located on the other side of the bridge.  OH MY!!!! 
 That means we have to cross that bridge.  They have a special Tram that crosses and 
we get onboard along with other sightseers.  OK  we did it!  The movie is very 
educational.  The bridge was built in 1929, actual construction took five months, 
erected by a private business man who needed a way across the gorge to deliver with 
his trucks.  Imagine that – five months for a bridge so high over the Arkansas River.  
There were many laborers, and a train track was also being built along the river below. 
 This track needed some tunnels but they were built too by the train Co.  
     Loretta and I took the tram back to the Visitors Center while Larry and Maxine took 
the gondola back.  That went across the gorge too.  It seems tere was a forest fire 
about ten years ago that ha destroyed all the buildings there, but only a few planks on 
the actual bridge were singed.  Those planks were removed and included in the new 
construction of the Visitors Center.  So we got to cross the bridge twice.  I can cross 
that of my “Bucket List.”
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RV to Arizona Continued

Mom and Loretta

     We left the area and headed south 
following the river and nearing the town 
of Salida,Colorado and we thought about 
Saturday night mass.  Maxine got on her 
phone and found out there was a 5 
o'clock mass at St. Joseph's.  Well we 
should be able to make that and it was 
five o'clock as we parked in front of the 
church.  Larry dropped us off.  He found 
a place to park and joined us.  The mass 
was just beginning in this beautiful 
church.  There were many people there 
and we found a place in a side pew.  The 
Christmas Crib was displayed by a side 
altar.  The priest had asked the people to 
come and get a piece of rock salt to put in their salt shakers.  Jesus was the light of 
the world and the salt of the earth.  A reminder each time we use a salt shaker.
     Back to our RV home and we found a WalMart parking lot.  They all ready had a 
pile of snow so we knew winter had all ready been here.  But the weather was cool – 
not cold – and our RV was warm.  In the morning Larry and Maxine went shopping as 
we had to begun to run out of fresh veggies and fruit and bottled water.  They came 
pushing a cart to the RV and unloaded the groceries.  
     When the shades were raised on the windows this morning, we were in an amazing 
vista of tall mountains all covered with snow.  SO BEAUTIFUL!
     Day 5 we're headed for the Black Canyon National Park today.  We are driving 
through scenery that is made more breath taking because of the snow on the peaks 
and on the ground.  There are ranchers at this altitude and we see many horses and 
cattle.  The road goes on and on.  Snow piled up along the road.  Larry had watched 
the forecast and he said if snow had been forecasted, we'd have gone a different 
route.  
     The mountain scenery is so captivating, and the Black Canyon is so beautiful.  It is 
a 50 mile long canyon along the Gunnison River in Western Colorado.  We were at the 
south entrance and the sun was sparkling on the mountains.  Here the forge is also 
very deep and people were exploring special observation places.  Loretta and I stayed 
in the Visitors Center and gift shop.  
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Rv to Arizona Continued

     Day six on the road again we are headed for Arches National Park located near 
Moab, Utah in Eastern Utah.  The Colorado River is near this park and it is home to 
over two thousand natural arches.  Wind erosion has formed arches of all shapes and 
sizes in the red sandstone.  When we traveled into this park, there were many side 
roads to see interesting views, but we took the main road out to the entrance as going 
the opposite direction, many more arches were visible.
     As we find our highway again, I am amazed at the beautiful scenery.  We are 
driving through mountain passes with cliffs that look like tall apartment buildings.  
Through an area of white limestone and then later the red sandstone and then solid 
gray rock.  The snow makes everything look more beautiful. 
     Loretta says I'm getting better at double solitaire as I win a game once in a while.  
Then she just smiles.  We have found out that we have to put the cards away while 
we're moving.  A turn in the road and our cards end up on the floor.  We have a very 
dood driver.  Larry does great on these mountain roads.  The only thing he doesn't give 
us a shot of peach schnapps every morning.  Ha ha!!
     We have been driving in high altitudes.  We even drive in clouds.  Can you imagine 
in Minnesota, when you look at the clouds you never think you can drive in them.  It's 
like driving in heavy fog.
     Day seven we are headed south for the Valley of the Gods.  When on says valley it 
means we will be going down.  Picture this mountain at this highway turns with a switch 
back, and we're going back on the road parallel to the higher road but now at a lower 
level.  Another switch back and we're moving parallel to the road before and another 
switch back and you're another road at a lower level again.  We look above us and we 
see another caper coming down.  We  are finally on the lowest road and we come to a 
viewpoint.
     Larry parks the RV and we all get out and view the Valley of the Gods.  The name is 
so appropriate as we can sense the peace and tranquility of the surroundings.  
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RV to Arizona Continued

Arches 
National Park

We see natural rock formations in the distance and towers
And rock mushrooms and more.   The RV that was coming 
Behind us also stops.  We had been taking pictures so the
Gentleman from Canada was willing to take our group
Picture.  He and his wife and teenage son were headed for 
Arizona too.  We continued on our way.  I am so thankful that the road out of the park 
was not going up that mountain again.  
     We keep driving to Monument Valley.  This is an area where many natural 
formations are also seen.  It seems to be good for movie makers who need desert 
scenes.
     We are keeping Mesa, Arizona in mind as we have a few hundred miles to go yet.  
We drive straight south into Arizona and view the Grand Canyon at the tower
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RV to Arizona Continued
First five photos 
are Valley of the 
Gods, 
Monument 
Valley and the 
Grand Canyon.

Next two photos 
are the Black 
Canyon

Wow what a beautiful vacation.  Thank you Larry 
and Maxine for taking such good care of our 
Mother, Grandmother, Great Grandmother.  
                                    Linda
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RV to Arizona Continued
on the east side.  I had been in the tower with Jeff and LeAnn a couple of years ago so 
I stayed in the RV while Larry, Maxine and Loretta went to view the Grand Canyon from 
the tower.
     We watch the most beautiful sunset from our campsite that night.  We have San 
Francisco Peak in our view.  Tomorrow we reach Mesa.  This is the last night on the 
road.
     Maxine has made us a big breakfast.  When the dishes are all put away and we're 
ready to travel on day eight.  Flagstaff is coming up, then Phoenix.  We are still in an 
upper elevation.  We've had fabulous weather and great company.
     When we get to Phoenix, Larry checks his phone for a place to wash the RV.  After 
all the travel through snow country.  It's not to dirty but he wants it cleaned up.  It's 
lunch time anyway so we have a sandwich while we go through the wash.  Then to 
Mesa – So happy to be getting close.  Dan and Arlene, Nancy and Jerry are there to 
welcome us.  They have the house all opened up, the carpet and furniture out on the 
patio and were ready to visit.  Thousands of miles – our driver can relax.  Larry did a 
great job.  Thank you Larry, Thank you Maxine and Loretta.  You made my journey a 
very pleasant memory.

Hugs and Love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

L-R:Maxine, Arlene, Sharon Mages, 
Nancy, Mom, Dan, Loretta, Gary 
Mages, Jerry and Larry behind the 
camera. 

 I can see your hand Arlene – I think 
you are a winner.  Linda
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Twins – Brody Michael, Weston Mark sons 
of Mikayla and Billy Bruggeman and sister 
to Jacqueline and Grandsons to Mike and 

Amy Mages – September 15, 2020
Brody Michael was born at 11:50am at 5#9 oz and 19 inches long.  Weston Mark was 
born at 11:52 am at 5# 8oz and 19 inches long.

Brody on the 
left and 
Weston on the 
right

Weston

Brody



Page 11

Bruggeman Family

Page 11

Jacqueline



Gabriel Carl Fischer, son of David and 
Jennifer, brother of Elizabeth and Luke, 
grandson of Larry and Debbie Fischer.

L:R:Nancy, Cindy, Jane, Kari
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Gabriel Carl Fischer, “Baby Gabe” was 
born on  Tuesday September 15,2020.  
Carl comes from Jennifer's Great 
Grandfather and her Godfather's name.  
Joel and Deb Janni are the other 
grandparents.  Debbie

Gabriel was 9# 1oz and 21 inches 
long and was born at 5:55pm
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Gabriel Carl Fischer – September 15, 2020

Jennifer, Gabriel 
and David leaving 
the hospital

Lizzy, Gabriel and Luke 
at home.
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Sister's Weekend – October 3 and 4, 2020



An Autumn Evening in Paris, the City of Lights 

Hi Ladies; 

We will be celebrating Mages Sister Weekend at Emerald Hideaway this year on 
Saturday, Oct. 3rd starting at 1:30 pm then overnight until Sunday, Oct. 4th. Thank 
you brother, Larry Mages, for offering your lake home to us again to use for this 
special, annual retreat with Mother, Barbara Mages and all of her daughters, 
daughters in law and granddaughters. 

Our 2020 event is titled “An Autumn Evening in Paris, the City of Lights.” For this 
event, bring along your favorite bottle of wine and dress to coordinate with your 
wine bottle!!!!! It should be fun to see everyone’s unique fashion ensembles! Also 
plan to attend our 7 pm evening meal prepared by chefs, Donna and Lisa. We will 
be serving up a complimentary Italian supper for all of those who attend. The 
meal will feature wine, salad, wine, garlic cheese bread, more wine, European 
pastas with toppings, even more wine and then dessert with a wine chaser.  

Also during the weekend we will all sit down and stream in Mass, play games, and 
catch up with each other. Breakfast will be served in the morning along with a hot 
coffee barista café which should provide the scene for lots of great conversation. 
At Noon we will have our annual gift exchange among those attending (optional). 
Contests and prizes will be for Best Wine/Fashion ensemble, Best True to Life 
Story, Best Joke and Best Food. 

What to bring? A bottle of wine to share, along with your favorite hors d’oeuvres 
“or” something for our morning egg bake breakfast. RSVP by calling Donna or Lisa 
to book your place to sleep. If possible, we ask that you bring your own sheets to 
make final clean up quicker.  Donna: 320-221-1566 Lisa: 507-220-0438 
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Sister's Weekend 2020

Page 15
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MOM’s CONCERT 

In August, Mom added another thing onto her Bucket List and completed it in one fell swoop. Mom 
hosted a band concert for Sleepy Eye Corn Days in her front yard with approximately 25 people. The 
“Black Diamond” played while their music was being streamed to the masses because of the COVID-19 
virus. Everyone enjoyed the music, stories, and jokes by the band. Larry and Richard Sellner, both sang a 
song to add to the enjoyment. Afterwards we had pie, ice cream and hot dish to polish off a perfect 
evening with family and friends. 

 

Corn Days in Sleepy Eye Concert 

Betty

Debbie Fischer, Donna Nelson and Leon Krzmarzick on the drums
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Corn Days Concert in Photo

Mom with Verna Schmidt and the gal 
in pink, maybe Grace Steffl
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Party in the Barn, Jim and Trish Mages 
Style, August 22,2020

JIM’S BARN PARTY 

August was a busy month, so we all took some time to relax and have a good time at Jim’s Barn Party on 
the farm. With everyone keeping the COVID-19 concerns up front we had the wonderful and delicious 
Food truck serving, hamburgers, brats, and chicken to keep us feed. Numerous other goodies were there 
too and yum, yum good.  Jeff was our tractor driver as he took the tour trailer all over the farm down 
the road and thru St. Martin. Jeff wouldn’t stop in town for anyone to get a drink. So on the tour we saw 
the cars were parked southeast of the barn and the campers were next to the machine shed, behind the 
grain bins, and next to the grove and we finally found Roger’s side-dump truck hiding in the weeds.  
They had a band play music after Steve and Melanie Mages got the crowd roaring and the lights were 
aglow. Both groups did an awesome job entertaining us all. About 10:30 pm. Donna started escorting 
Mom to the house to go to bed. You all know that rule: No goes to bed until the oldest person in 
attendance goes to bed. I think Donna was actually pushing Mom up to the house!<?/  Oh well, the 
music played on and everyone had a great time. Thanks to Jim’s family for having us all to celebrate Betty
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Barn Party 

Brady and his friends 
practicing football
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Barn Party Continued

Top two photos and the middle left photo is 
Jeff driving everyone around the farm.

Roger's truck hiding in the 
tall grass.

Above photo is Steven 
entertaining the crowd 
with help from a 
buddy

Photo on 
the right is 4 
generations. 
 Mom, 
Hadley, 
Bonita and 
John

Mom, 
Donna 
and 
Debbie
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Woodbury Garage Sales Annual Event
The 2020 annual Woodbury garage sales were postponed to September instead of May due 
to Covid-19. The Mages crew waited it out for the yearly get together. This years attendance 
was: Kathy & Curt Mages, Kristen Olivera, Suzanne Pflaum, Bonita Mages, Sharon Mages, 
TJ, Stacie & Olivia Roiger, Scott & Ashley Mages, Deb Fischer, Alissa Groen and Julia 
Strand.
The Woodbury area probably had 300 sales vs 1000 garage sales, but we still had luck none 
the less. The night before, Sept 16th, the crew was preparing from different locations getting 
their map strategy in place for best bargains. Early Sept 17th at 7:45am, everyone met at a 
location Kathy set with a bathroom facility and maps to RUN. Off we were 6-7 empty vehicles 
ready to be filled with treasure and findings. We needed to use the maps more this year as 
the sales were more spread out, But SUCCESS we had. Big items were more sparse, I think 
because marketplace city sites on facebook takes a lot of larger furniture sold in different 
ways. Had lots of luck looking for numerous baby toys, books & clothes for Douglas, Olivia, 
Hadley, new baby Gabriel, also found basketball hoop for Olivia, large train table for Douglas, 
board games, adult books, puzzles, decoration décor, halloween costumes, .50 picture 
frames, baby pac & play cribs, dressers, end tables, mirrors, and trinkets... that of course 
were Soooo Cute.... Curt willing came with his big trailer to assist when are pick up trucks 
were full. We didn’t keep Curt as busy, this year, but sure enjoyed his encouragement to buy 
BIG! Thanks Kathy for scouting out the area the day before and setting us up. Love this 
yearly tradition. A fun time was help by ALL. Almost one year old- Olivia was such a good little 
garage saler. Smiles all day and no peeps of complaint heard. Dan we missed you & DUANE 
we missed your beer. Hugs.... Debbie

Front row, L-R:Debbie, Sharon, Ashley,  Back row L-R:Kathy, Bonita, Julia, Alissa, 
Scott, TJ, Stacie and Kristin
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Woodbury Garage Sales in Photo

Photo on 
the right is 
a content 
Olivia.  On 
the left is 
Ashley 
and Olivia

Top left is Alissa, Stacie, Bonita and Sharon.  Top right is 
Suzanne, Ashley, Scott and Kathy.  Middle left is Suzanne 
and Bonita.
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Cards with Mom and Field Lunch  
September 18,2020

     On Thursday, September 18th we met by Moms or at St. Mary's Catholic Church in 
Sleepy Eye to begin our monthly cards with Mom.  After Mass we all went to Mom's for 
a bountiful and delicious breakfast.  After all the visiting and laughter Mom brought out 
the cards and we played “65” with the winner being Mom.  I was having a great 
morning because Dan wasn't there to do his duty and pour coffee, so I was thinking 
about all the teasing remarks I was going to put in this write up.  It took three of us to 
fulfill you expert coffee pouring.  About nine thirty Dan calls Mom and invites us all out 
to the field for lunch where they are combining corn .  I kept thinking boy Arlene is 
really busy trying to get lunch made for all of us on such short notice.  I knew she could 
do it and that she did.  She made us assorted breads all buttered all ready, scalloped 
potatoes with large and many chunks of ham,  squash, tomatoes,  apple crisp and 
assorted soft drinks.  Arlene said Maggie helped her as she was afraid the potatoes 
won't get done in time, and they were perfect.  The day was so beautiful and what a 
beautiful harvest was taking place in that field.  Dan and Arlene were so gracious to all 
of us and we had a wonderful lunch time.  Thank you Arlene and Dan.   After lunch 
Jane, Mom, Nancy and I went back to Mom's house and played, “hand and foot,” with 
Jane and Nancy winning with 100 or so extra points than Mom and I.  We sure do 
enjoy that game.  
     Those present at some point during the day were Mom, Larry, Maxine, Lisa, Betty, 
Barb, Nancy, Debbie, Dan, Arlene, Jeff, Curt, Greg, Tim , Lindsey and Linda.  Arlene 
fed all listed.   What a special Day it turned out to be.        Linda  

Mom overseeing this wonderful 
breakfast of fresh apple pie, 
watermelon, bacon, cheesy 
potatoes, bread pudding with 
caramel sauce, muskmelon, 
grapes, potato salad, OJ and 
coffee.

The church crew, L-R: Larry, Nancy, Jeff, Maxine, 
Linda and Mom
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Cards With Mom in Photo
Larry cutting 
up the melon 
grown in his 
garden

Maxine, Nancy 
and Mom getting 
breakfast on the 
counter.

Jeff and 
Larry 
solving 
the 
world's 
problems

Mom, Nancy, Jeff, Larry, Curt, Betty, Lisa and 
Maxine

Jane and 
Lisa

Above photo L-R: Betty, Jane, Larry, 
Maxine, Mom, Nancy, Lisa, Jeff and Curt 
playing cards.  Linda behind the camera
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Cards With Mom and Field Lunch in Photo
Left the 
birthday 
twins  
Barb 
and 
Betty

Right is 
Debbie 
and Jeff

It took 
three 
people 
to do 
Dan's 
job,  
Lisa, 
Curt 
and 
Linda

Above is Curt, Lisa and Maxine

Left is Linda and Maxine

Lisa, Maxine, Mom and Nancy
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Field Lunch in Photo

Right is our 
cook, Arlene

Below is Lindsey and 
Mom with Barb and 
Betty behind them

Betty brought the air 
conditioning out to the 
field

Below L-R: Jeff, Tim, Lindsey, Larry, 
Dan, Jane, Arlene, Nancy and Curt
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Field Lunch in Photo Continued

Note from Barb, 
I won't be having the early girls Christmas shopping 
in November.  I am assisting Donna and Lisa 
putting on the Sister's Weekend in October.  Felt at 
least 3 were needed to Host.  I do have the activity 
ready for that nite and would love to provide it.  Live 
Life, Barb

Greg

Tim,  you can tell he has done 
this before.

Curt, Tim, Dan, Larry and Jeff
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Our Angels

Alphonse Lawrence Mages
      January 06, 1928
      October 30, 2009

Douglas Curtis Mages
     November 07, 1985

  October 26, 2008
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