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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

FamilyReunion

     
    I asked Maxine to send me these beautiful photo of 
her beautiful yard decorating at Larry's farm.  Wow!!!  
What a talent.  
     Snow is in the forecast  Way too soon to my way of 
thinking.  Don't get me wrong I am probably one of the 
few who loves winter, but not until Christmas Eve.  
Actually God makes winter just as beautiful as the other 
seasons.  
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November Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi 
and Tobi

Coming Events
Nov 06 & 07,2020 – Sister Shopping at Deb Fischer's

Nov 13,2020 – Cards with Mom

Nov 28,2020 – Mages Family Christmas at St. Mary's 
Social Room with a noon meal.  Nov 29 – backup date if 
weather turns bad.

December 11,2020 – Cards with Mom

Magesfest – July 10 &11,2021 at Sportsman's Park in 
Sleepy Eye 

October 16,2021 – Wedding for Alex Mages and Adrienn 
Peterson

May 2021 – Mom speaking at the German-Bohemian 
Heritage Meeting.

Ruby Dammann Nov 04
Eric Ingerstoll Nov 05
Kyle Mages Nov 07
Grant Mages Nov 07
AJ Zimiga Nov 07
Jordan Miller Nov 07
Sandy Sheffer Nov 10
Alexandra Mages Nov 11
Paul Mages Nov 12
Cooper Mages Nov 15
John Mages Nov 18
Ravi Plath Nov 18
Roger Mages Nov 19
Michelle Strate Nov 22
Stacie Roiger Nov 24
Madeline Ibberson Nov 30
Trista Mages Nov 30
Diana Mages Nov 30

November Anniversaries
Joe and Linda Gall
Nov 11 53 yrs

Randy and Theresa Wagner
Nov 08 23 yrs

Josh and Chrissy Vander Hook
Nov 12 04 yrs

Doug and Suzanne Pflaum
Nov 19 04 yrs

Cody and Alissa Groen
Nov 23 01 yrs

Sisters/Nieces/Hunting Widows Weekend- not 
against guys or babies stopping in......!
Our annual shopping weekend will start on Friday, 
Nov 6th with Deb Fischer hosting overnight guests. 
Deb will provide a supper at 7pm, and for those 
staying overnight please RSVP to Deb.
Early we will rise on Saturday, Nov 7th for traditional 
morning stories, rolls and coffee & tea. Mary Kay 
Mages has invited us to take a trip to visit the home 
farm place. We will plan to arrive at the farm- 23267 
285th St, Sleepy Eye, at 9:30am and stay until 
approx 11:00am, or until Mary Kay leaves to pick 
Grace up from drivers training. Then we will head to 
New Ulm to visit a couple shopping stores such as 
Inspired, stop in to see The Grand, or those shops 
on the near block. Plans are to have lunch at the 
beautiful Sozial Restaurant at 1pm. Come to all 
events or take part in the times you can. Happy 
Hunting to the GUYS and GALS!

Deb Fischer
 
 
 

Annual Sister's Shopping Weekend
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July AnniversariesCorn Harvest by Mom
     MEA DAYS are here – in the schools, students and teachers all get a rest from the 
daily schedule.  Teachers have a big conference in Minneapolis with the Minnesota 
Education Association and kids have a two day vacation from school.  Farm parents 
are happy to have help with the busy harvest.  It always seems to coincide with the 
beginning of corn harvest.  Soybeans are already combined and now we start picking 
corn.  The two row cornpicker is greased and ready to go and the cribs are empty and 
ready to be filled.
     When we lived by Morton we also rented a 120 acre farm.  The home farm 0f 160 
acres would produce enough feed to feed our livestock of cattle, pigs and chickens.  
The rented farm would give us money to invest in new machinery or whatever was 
needed.  
     I remember the year when the corn was a bumper crop and a strong wind came 
through before it was harvested.  The corn at home had already been done.  The wind 
knocked many ears of corn out of the stalk and corn was laying all over the ground.  
We started picking into pails before we could put a picker into the field.  We'd dump it 
on the hayrack and go pick some more  Toward the end Alphonse went to the 
reservation and asked them to pick.  They could keep what they picked.  It was a long 
hard job.
     When we'd be harvesting Uncle Ozzie would come over with his horse and cart and 
just hang around.  If someone needed anything he'd go get it.  Of course someone had 
to find the hammer for him or provide a thermos of coffee so he could deliver it.  He 
enjoyed the horse and cart over the wheelchair.  It gave him a chance to move about.  
The kids would see him coming down the road and they'd run to meet him and pile into 
the cart for a ride.
     So one day Alphonse said to me, “jump into the pickup and we'll go over to unload 
that last corn into the crib at the rented farm.  “  Otherwise there were no other 
buildings there.  Just this double corncrib.  He was going to crawl into the crib and 
shove corn back so the new load would fill it.  So he helped get the trailer on the hoist 
and then went into the crib.  The wind was quite strong and as I was unloading, it 
caught my dress and it wrapped around the elevator chain and it started pulling on me. 
 I hung on to the trailer as I didn't want to get pulled into the elevator.  Finally the dress 
ripped right off of me and went up the elevator.  So I finished unloading and shut the 
tractor off.  When Alphonse came down, he said he didn't know what he would find.   
He couldn't get out of there until the elevator shut off.  I was just so thankful Ozzie 
wasn't around that day.  In those days I generally wore dresses.  Jeans came later and 
they are perfect for farm work.  
     There is another story about corn harvest you probably don't remember.  
     We were putting up the Speedy Crib #4.  The cement pie-shaped platform was 
ready and the crib was on it.  Now the roof had to be put on the crib.  Grandpa Oswald 
was helping and also Jim Schweinfurter who with Diane and family lived on the Mages 
home farm.  Alphonse had a couple of planks crossing the top and proceeding to put 
roof sections in place when one plank broke and down he fell on the cement.  He knew 
right away that something broke.  So Grandpa and Jim took him to the doctor in 
Redwood Falls.
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Corn Harvest Continued
     It was a heel and ankle fracture and he would have to go to the cities to Abbott 
Hospital.  It had a different title at that time.
     Donna was a newborn baby – only a couple of weeks old so Diane came over to 
take care of the little ones when I went along to the hospital  The older children were in 
school.  The doctor did not give Alphonse anything for pain so he was beginning to feel 
a lot of pain.  He asked Jim to stop at the liquor store in Shokapee and buy a bottle of 
brandy.  He used to laugh about this part.  He was feeling pretty happy by the time he 
got to see the doctor at Abbott.  They couldn't put a cast on right away, but when he 
came home a few days later he had a cast on his legs.   Diane wrote Alphonse a letter 
when he was in the hospital and said that when the kids came home from school that 
day she made fried egg and tomato sandwiches for them.  After about two loaves of 
homemade bread and couple of dozen eggs, they were going out to do chores.  But 
before they went out they wanted to know,  “what's for supper?”
     A few nights later Virgil Mammen and Dale Hanna came over and talked with 
Alphonse.  “Is it okay if the neighbors help you harvest your corn?”  At first Alphonse 
said that family would help, but they already had tractors and pickers and help lined up. 
 And so a couple of days later they started to pull in with machinery – some at home 
here and some at the rented farm.  Both the Mages family, Kodet family helped along 
and we had quite a gang who finished in one day. Alphonse had the gas man come out 
to full their tractors, but most insisted on using their own gas.  The neighborhood ladies 
also got together and helped bring food.  It was such a great generous gift and we did 
appreciate it  God love good neighbors..

Hugs and love,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

Above right photo was a painting 
commissioned by Larry to Dorthea Paul of 
the Morton Farm.  Note a corncrib is being 
filled.  Photo on the left is Ozzie in his 
horse drawn cart with Dan, Nancy being 
held by Ozzie and Linda.  Taken in 1950
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Sister's Weekend 2020 by Donna Nelson
Sister’s Weekend 2020     CITY OF LIGHTS, AN EVENING IN PARIS 

 

I am so happy to be a part of the 2020 sister’s weekend.  It was a fun and heartwarming gathering of the 
Mages gals.  3 generations of beautiful women gathering to have a good time, visit, socialize and pray.    

This year’s event was held at Emerald Hideaway on October 3 and 4th.   THANK YOU BROTHER LARRY 
FOR LETTING US USE THIS BEAUTIFUL CABIN FOR OUR TIME TOGETHER!!!! 

Donna, Lisa and Barb where our 2020 Hostess for the event.  Committee arrive in the morning to deck 
the cabin out in the THEME: CITY OF LIGHTS, AN EVENING IN PARIS.  The meeting room was decked out 
in Paris décor and tons of sparkling lights. This year, we had present for the event, Mother Barbara, 
Linda, Nancy, Barb, Betty, Deb, Donna, Lisa, Sharon, Maxine, Jermayne, Connie, Melanie, Amanda and 
Stacie.    

We started he day off with arrivals of all the gals sporting their bottle of wine and matching outfit.  The 
creativity was amazing.  I was in aw of all the great ideas everyone came up with.  You gals are creative.   

We proceeded to do what we do best, Visit and Drink Wine.     Later in the afternoon, we tried to stream 
mass on the tv but it was not working out so we decided to pray the rosary together and we prayed for 
many things including our family, nation and our president.  This was a very beautiful moment.  At 6pm 
we all strolled down to the PARIS café for Supper.  All afternoon and evening, Amanda made sure we 
were all joyous and provided a new bottle of wine to our gals when the last bottle was empty.  After the 
pouring of each bottle to each guest, we sang.  I Yeah Yeah Yeah and cheers.  Ziggy Zaggy Ziggy Zaggy.   
We must have sung and cheered this 50 times with great enthusiasm.    We enjoyed a Candle lite 
spaghetti, cheesy potatoes, French bread and cheesecake meal provided by the committee.   When 
supper was almost over, we were surprised with a new guest who sported not one, but two more 
bottles of wine, she came dressed as the Little Red Riding Hood.   Melanie had us all laughing with her 
arrival.  We all sang to her “ Hey there Little Red Riding Hood,  You sure are looking good”     When 
supper came to a close,  most of the bottles of wine were empty and we were all gabbing and telling lots 
of fun stories and the laughter was endless.  What joy.   When supper was done and dishes were 
cleaned, we started playing cards.  One end of the room was playing spade and grandma’s game and the 
other end was playing Hand and Foot.  Most were in bed by 1 to 1:30pm but lots of bedtime 
conversation was still going on.  The three nieces were in the open meeting room, so Aunt Donna 
decided to baptize them with a little water.  BIG SCREAMS.  Then Melanie asked her mom to sing them a 
lullaby and she sand them a loud GERMAN lullaby.  “SHUT THE HELL UP” (more laughter.)  

We arose Sunday morning to a huge pot a coffee to sooth our wine hang overs.  We snuggled up with 
each on the on the couches in the Livingroom and visited till breakfast was ready.  We enjoy a huge 
breakfast with Deb’s egg bake and lots of extras.   After breakfast was cleaned up, we did the fun sister’s 
exchange of gifts and had voting for the 5 categories of competition for the weekend.   

 

 

 

We all became artists  before we entered the front 
door.  Here is Betty trying her hand at painting a 
canvas in Paris.  Note the large watermelon Larry 
provided for the weekend.
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Sister's Weekend Continued
2020 Winner,  

Best Food:  Mother’s Cheesie Potatoes 

Best True to Life Story:  Barb 

Best Joke: Sharon 

Best Wine:  Melanie 

Best Wine Bottle to Match your OUTFIT:   Connie  

We decided that next years committee would be Amanda, Stacie and Melanie.  (This is going to be fun) 
Thank you ladies for volunteering.   We wrapped up the day with goodbyes and lots of Hugs.  Everyone 
was laughing yet over the events as they walked to their cars.  What a great time.    Bon JOUR,  Donna  

Top photos left to right.  Our wonderful hostesses, Barb, 
who also won the best story category. Lisa and Donna.  
Middle above photo is Mom  the winner of the best food 
brought, cheesy potatoes, and Sharon who won the best 
joke category.  Top right is Melanie as Little Red Riding 
Hood who brought the best wine and as you can see, 
Debbie, as a fox because her wine was Fox Run,  pretend 
she is the wolf, attacking Little Red Riding Hood. Middle 
right is Connie who won the dress like your wine category 
as, “Cupcake.”
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Sister's Weekend 2020 in Photo

L-R:Maxine, Amanda, Stacie, Connie, Barb, Jermayne, Betty, Nancy, 
Debbie, Sharon, Mom, Linda and Donna.  Lisa is behind the camera and 
Melanie is coming after work.

The photo on the left says it all,  Melanie 
and Amanda and all of us had such a 
great time.  The top photo is 13 bottles 
of wine finished by 6pm, could be why 
all the laughter. Right is some of the 
decorations.  
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Sister's Weekend in Photo Continued

Nancy above 
wine dress alike 
was “sweet 
b_t_h” and 
Stacie was 
Andre.

Mom left 
middle was 
“Blueberry 
Barefoot” 
Lisa with 
her 
shimmery 
dress was 
Asti a wine 
with a fizz

Above left is Connie who's wine was 
cupcake and Middle is Barb who's 
wine was Giraffe and Amanda who's 
wine was naked, but she didn't wear 
her costume
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Sister's Weekend in Photo Continued
Left is 
Debbie 
as Fox 
Run,  
Middle is 
Jermayne 
who 
brought a 
boxed 
wine

Maxine 
was 
tangerine

Above is Melanie who was Little Red 
Riding Hood.  Betty Middle left was 14 
Hands, Donna right middle was Black 
Stella.  Sharon right middle was Bubbly 
and Linda lower right middle was Yellow 
Tail.  
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Mages Family Christmas Party

Saturday, November 28, 2020

Weather back up date Sunday, November 29

Held at St Mary’s Church Social Room

636 1st Ave N, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085

 

All are Welcome……. If you don’t feel well and/or are 
uncomfortable with CoVid-19, Please know you will be greatly 
missed if unable to attend. Hand sanitizer and masks available if 
unable to bring your own.

We are planning our meal to be catered by Christmas committee 
through Sarah Mills with her business Performance Food 
Services. NO POTLUCK this year.  Christmas committee will 
prepare and serve all the food provided. Includes coffee, milk and 
lemonade, but you can BYOB and BYOM…masks.

The estimated cost per meal is $6.00. The planned meal will 
include traditional turkey, dressing, potatoes & gravy, all the fixings 
and a dessert. If your family chooses to not eat this prepared meal 
they are more than welcome to come after 1pm.

VERY IMPORTANT NOTE:  Each of the 16 siblings (or spouse) 
must get a family RSVP count of who will be eating from their 
family. Get their RSVP #number to Deb Fischer no later than Nov 
10th. That sibling will be charged per their family meals order. 
Their children can reimburse them later or however they choose.
Page 10
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Mages Family Christmas Continued
The Holy Christmas Story to be read by Great Grandma Barbara Mages. Christmas 
sounds of music led by Steven and Melanie Mages family. Bring your festive singing 
voices and/or your families young children’s singing talent.

 

We will celebrate our special Anniversaries of the year. Please bring a card along. 
Mike & Amy will be bringing their gifts with each family chipping in $2.00 for each of 
the three gifts.

 

Dan & Arlene Mages – 50th Anniversary

Kevin & Barbara Plath – 45th Anniversary

Jeff & LeAnn – 35th Anniversary

 

There will be NO supper provided this year, but packaged snacks, provided through 
committee, during afternoon. For those attending from further away, having a long 
ride home… Sleepy Eye has 3 convenient stores, Subway, drive-thru Dairy Queen 
and Hardees.

 

St. Mary’s Church has a 5:30pm Mass upstairs in church or other optional family 
enjoyment is to view the Sportsman’s Park “Lights in Motion” drive-thru with your 
family held north side of Sleepy Eye Lake. It’s a beautiful family time preparing for 
the blessed Christ Coming of Christmas Season.

 

Our 2020 pandemic Christmas committee, to the best of their ability, is doing their 
best to follow CoVid-19 rules this season.  We love you all so very much!

 Committee: Dan & Arlene, Rick & Jane, Larry & Deb and Mike & Amy      RSVP to 
your parents ASAP!
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L:R:Nancy, Cindy, Jane, Kari
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Cards With Mom – October 12,2020

On October 12, at 5:30pm. St Mary’s Church had their Mass for the deceased 
members of the Mages family. Nancy, Donna, and Betty went to church with 
Mom. It was kind of different having an afternoon Mass , but also nice. Later Lisa, 
Mike, Cody, and Alissa brought over some more dishes for our potluck supper. 
We had Spaghetti with meat, hot dogs, potato salad, lettuce, tomatoes, celery 
and carrots, grapes and more. Deb joined us later. We played the card game “65” 
and had to teach a few beginners that turned into “Pros” by their 5th hand. I had 
great luck playing by going out 4 times and winning the game. We laughed, told 
jokes, Mike shared pictures of the Grand babies for us all to enjoy.  See ya all 
next month at Moms for mass and cards. Betts

Front L-R: Mom and Lisa.  Back l-R: Nancy, Mike, Donna, Alissa and Cody.  Betty 
behind the camera
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Cards With Mom in Photo

Mike waiting 
patiently to eat

Nancy, 
Mike, Mom, 
Donna, Lisa 
and Betty
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Additional Sister's Weekend Photos

Top left L-R:Barb, Maxine,Melanie, Amanda, Stacie, Connie, 
Mom, Donna, Betty, Sharon, Linda, Lisa, Jermayne and Deb.  
Top right is Amanda presenting all of our wine with flair before 
the bottle was opened with Sharon's help.  Middle left is Sharon 
trying to get that last drop out with Nancy and Connie looking 
on.  Middle right is some relaxing before the big meal. L-R: 
Mom, Jermayne, Connie, Nancy, Betty and Deb.  Lower right is 

Lisa trying to cut that huge watermelon from Larry
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