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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion

     Happy Valentines Day to Mom, our 
German Cousins and all of our families.  Joe 
and I are getting back into the swing of living 
after the lock down and it feels so good.  We 
are hoping the virus vaccination is available to 
all soon. I know some of our health care 
workers have had it already.  Great
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February  Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi, 
Elena and Tobi

Coming Events
January 29,30, & 31,2021 - Men and Boys Fishing 
Weekend –  at Emerald Hideaway

April 08,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

April 10,2021 – Spring Time Scavenger Hunt with Barb 
Plath

May 21, 2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

May 2021 – Mom speaking at the German-Bohemian 
Heritage Meeting

May, 2021 – New Baby for Steven and Melanie Mages

June 2021 – New Baby for Elena and Andi Mages

June 09,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

July 04,2021 – New baby for Kristen and Lewis Olivero

 July 10 &11,2021 -  Magesfest  at Sportsman's Park in 
Sleepy Eye 

July 13,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

August 20,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

September 12, 2021 – Kodet Family Reunion at Ramsey 
Park in Redwood Falls, Minnesota

September 22, 2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

October 16,2021 – Wedding for Alex Mages and Adrienn 
Peterson

October 28,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

November 19,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

December 16,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

Ed Mages Feb 01
Steven Dammann Feb 01
Lindsey Mages Feb 03
Nancy Strate Feb 12
Abigail Strand Feb 12
Sarah Mills Feb 16
Dylan Nelson Feb 17
Mikayla Bruggeman Feb 21
Melanie Mages Feb 23
Tony Schmitz Feb 25
Brady Mages Feb 27

Kodet Family Reunion
Mark your calendars for 
September 12, 2021 for the 
Kodet Family Reunion to be 
held at Ramsey Park in 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota
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July Anniversaries
New Baby to Arrive in June  - 2021

Elena and Andi Mages of Germany are proud to announce 
the coming birth of a baby girl in June, 2021.  Grandparents 
are Helmut and Birgit Mages and Uncle Tobi Mages.  Your 

American Mages family is so happy for all of you

Kristen and Lewis Olivero are 
proud to announce a new 
addition to their family on or 
around July 04, 2021.  
Grandparents are Curt and 
Kathy Mages.  The Mages 
family is so happy for all of you.
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Mages Fest by Mom

     Sunshine! Camping! Games! Water Sports! Good Food! Fun!
     This is a recipe for summer picnics.  This family of ours is a veteran at planning and 
enjoying summer activities.  We are in the second round of each family hosting the 
picnic where they will have it convenient for them.  We have had picnics at Mankato, 
Hastings, Belle Lake, Lake Marion, Cottonwood River, Lake Koronis, Lake George, 
Green Lake, and closer to my home at Sleepy Eye.  We have had picnics in South 
Park, Allision Park, Sportsmans Park and Kiefer Park. 
     Way back many years ago, we had a Sir Lawrence and Count Curtis deciding they 
were going to see which one could get elected, “Lord of the Castle.”  Jeff and LeAnn 
had the picnic at Spring Lake Park in Mankato and the candidates arrived with throne 
chairs and costumes.  They passed out treats and ice cream to bribe the public.  Then 
their attendants carried them in their theme chairs in a race to see who would win.  It 
ended in a tie and the title of Lord went to Prince Scotty Mages.    What a day!!!!
     Earlier we had a story of the Mages Navy going down the Cottonwood River with a 
picnic to follow.  We'd have our ballgames at Kiefer Park and have a potluck meal and 
games.  At South Park we'd have the playground for the kids and horseshoe and 
tennis and basketball.  The parents against the kids.  There was also a pool across the 
street for anyone who wanted to swim.  At Allison Park the kids could go to the beach 
and play with water.  We had many pictures that day.  Alphonse was having chemo 
treatments and many pictures were taken of families and , “THE OUTLAWS' ( our 
beloved Brother in laws and Sister in laws.) ha ha!
     It was a custom to honor the five year wedding anniversaries of couples.  In 2018 
we honored our first couple, Joe and Linda Gall, to be married fifty years.  In 2020, due 
to the pandemic , we honored our second couple to reach fifty years, Dan and Arlene 
with a drive by celebration.  Usually there are three or four couples being honored 
each year.  The hosts buy a gift for each and everyone brings cards.  The humorous 
ones are especially fun. 
     We also take time to relax after dinner and put our lawn chairs in a circle and visit.  
For a few years we invited the young adults to sit in the middle of the circle, and tell us 
about their college courses, and the goals they have set, about their dreams and 
wishes.  We got to know them better,  They loved the attention as much as we loved 
visiting with them.  They said next year they would interview the uncles.
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Mages Fest Continued
     Dan and Arlene hosted the picnic with camping the night before right on the lawn 
of their farm.  They had a bonfire the night before the big potluck dinner.  
     Nancy and family had the picnic at Lake Koronis Park.  Lots of swimming and 
boating that day.  Larry and Maggie invited us to Peppenberg Park at Belle Lake.  
They said bring cowboy hats and bandannas  There was a stick horseback riding 
race and many pictures.  There was camping and music and a bonfire.  
     Duane and Jermayne had the picnic at their farm and Duane put in an extra 
electrical area so many campers could plug in.  A small city.  He pulled a trailer for the 
music to set up Larry's Family Band, Black Diamond Band, Steven Mages and his 
guitar, many vocalists.  Lots of fun – bonfire and fireworks.  Alphonse and I thought 
the fireworks were done and we were going to leave when we opened our car door 
we had two dogs in the car hiding under the glovebox.  (They were afraid of the 
fireworks and didn't want to come out.)
     Rick and Jane had their picnic at Sportsman's Park in Sleepy Eye by the lake.  
Many were camping , music on the trailer, races around the lake on a bike trail. 5K 
and 10K.  Cousins were invited also.  Rick painted signs with Mages Fest and it has 
been Mages Fest ever since. 
     Barb and Kevin hosted at Spring Lake Park in Mankato.  Swimming for the kids, 
bean bag competition.  Betty went back to Sportsman's Park in Sleepy Eye.  
     Camping is becoming to be a lot of fun with the bonfire after the music and telling 
jokes around the fire.  The music is great with a big snake dance going back and 
forth. 
      In 2007 Amanda Bemmels said we need a Mages Fest Queen so we gave the 
crown to Amanda.  Here's to Queen Amanda our first Mages Fest Queen. 
     The following year we went up to John and Cindy's farm near Belgrade, 
Minnesota.  Camping is becoming to be a normal thing with even a few ice castles 
used as campers.  John gave pontoon rides on Lake George but we had to be careful 
of the water balloons.  I think Linda and Dan got a little soaked.  Queen Amanda gave 
up her crown to Queen Kristen Mages.  This was the first year for the, “Forever Young 
Alphonse and Barbara Mages Scholarships” to Suzanne Mages, Scott Mages, 
Michelle Mages, Madeline Schmitz and Jack Mages.  There was a bean bag 
competition and fireworks at night.  Jeff and LeAnn hosted MagesFest at Spring Lake 
Park in Mankato in 2014.  Kids always enjoy the swimming here.  We had music and  
a new queen.  Queen Kristen gave the crown to Grandma Barbara.  The Forever 
Young Alphonse and Barbara Mages Scholarships went to Jessica Schmitz and Alex 
Mages.
     In 2015 Mages Fest was held in Sportsmans Park by Sleepy Eye Lake.  Curt and 
Kathy of Hastings were inviting all for camping and fun.  Curt had also brought his 
boat as they were going to ski.  There would be seven skiers behind one boat as they 
were going to break the six skiers record.  The skiers were Suzanne Mages,  Doug 
Pflaum, (who was Suzanne's boyfriend at the time but now her husband) Michelle 
Mages, Brady Mages, Lauren Mages, Halle Bemmels, and Amanda Bemmels behind 
Curt's boat.  Mike would assist Curt with skies and ropes.  Dan and Rick also had 
their boats to provide safety.  All seven skiers performed perfectly for their two trips 
around the lake.  
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Mages Fest Continued
The photos on this page are 
from when Donna and Dean 
hosted Mages Fest at James's 
barn on Duane and Jermayne's 
farm by Paynesville.  We even 
had a Mass in the barn Saturday 
evening.  Some even like to play 
cards during the day.

L-R: Jeremy, Greg, Roger and Joe
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Mages Fest Continued
     What a thrill it was for us as we watched them all come out of the water and wave to us 
as they neared.  Queen Grandma Barbara gave scholarships to Bryant Mages and 
Mysti Lynn Deegan and she passed on the crown to Queen Linda Gall.  There was 
music on the trailer and bonfire and jokes later.
     MagesFest was back at Sportsman's Park in 2016 with Stretch and Deb Fischer as 
hosts.  The skiers are going to try again – go for eight skiers behind Mike's boat.  The 
skiers this year are Alex Mages, Suzanne Mages, Halle Bemmels, McKenna Mages, 
Lauren Mages, Stacie Mages, Amanda Bemmels and Michelle Mages

Our German Cousins, Helmut, Birgit and Tobi are visiting so we are happy to include 
them.  We were all thrilled by the skiers and their success.  It was the first year in the 
park that the two cabins were ready for occupants.  We had music on the trailer again 
and had the snake dance with Rick leading the dance while playing the tuba.  Such 
fun.  The picnic this year was open up to all the extended Mages family so they could 
meet Helmut, Birgit and Tobi.  Wade Olsen who is the editor of the German-Bohemian 
newsletter also attended.  Scholarships went to Becca Schmitz, Nick Gall and 
McKenna Mages.  Queen Linda gave her crow to Queen Maggie Mages.  The 
campers had their campfire going and many jokes were told.
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Mages Fest Continued
     In 2017 Donna and Dean invited everyone to come to Jim Mages' barn on his 
home place  Jim had spruced up that barn and built a big deck around it.  He built a 
stage for music and decorated the inside with memorable items.  He wanted to initiate 
the barn with happy times so this weekend was going to be a three day Mages Fest.  
Many campers were there all ready on Friday night and the rule was no one could go 
to bed until the oldest one went to bed.  It seems Larry was the oldest and it got to be 
a late night because he didn't know about the rule.  But he did get a hair cut that night 
so he lost some kind of bet.  I had reserved a room in the house so I came on 
Saturday.  It was a big day filled with bean bag tournaments and many games.  There 
was a Mass at sunset in the barn by a friend of the family.  It was a big surprise when 
Father Leiser was introduced by Donna.  She said that Father would marry all the 
engaged couples.  Father went along with it for awhile but then he explained why it 
wasn't possible.  After the Mass the scholarships were given to Allie Mages, Kyle 
Strate, Nicole Goblirsch and AJ Zimiga.  Queen Maggie was not able to attend that 
day so her daughter, Theresa, gave the crown to Maggie's choice who was Jermayne 
Mages. So Queen Jermayne is now our Mages Fest Queen.  Jim had a trailer with 
about twenty theater seats on it pulled by a tractor.  This was kept busy giving rides.  
Some of the older kids would come up to me and say, “when are you going to bed 
Grandma,”  SEVERAL Times.  I didn't know the rule until the next day.  At least I didn't 
keep them up too late.  But I did love all the music.  
     In 2018 Tom and Sharon hosted Mages Fest at German Park in New Ulm.  Helmut 
and Birgit and Tobi from Germany were visiting in the United States again, but this 
was the day they would be leaving to go back to Germany.  So we gave them a lovely 
send off for a safe journey.  Oueen Jermayne crowned Queen Donna and the 
scholarship was given to Nick Strate.  Big family picture taken included Helmut and 
Birgit.  Jeff and Curt were the bean bag champions.  
     In 2019 we didn't have a family picnic.  There were five weddings from May to 
November, also five bridal showers so we will postpone Mages Fest until 2020.  The 
anniversaries were celebrated that year, 2019, at Christmas with Mom at her home in 
Sleepy Eye.  Mike and Amy Mages were married thirty years, John and Cindy 
celebrated forty years, and Dean and Donna celebrated thirty five years.   
Scholarships were awarded to Brennen Mages, Natalie Goblirsch and Jasmine Miller.
     Alas, the pandemic, corona virus, attacked the United States in 2020 and the entire 
population was locked down.  Mike and Amy made sure the anniversary couples 
received their gifts, but MagesFest had to be canceled  No large gatherings are 
allowed.  Jeff and LeAnn celebrated thirty five years, Kevin and Barb forty five years 
and Dan and Arlene fifty years of marriage.  Only one scholarship this year to Taylor 
Mages.  
     Mages Fest is already scheduled for Sleepy Eye at Sportsman's Park in July 2021.
     Won't it be magical if Helmut and Birgit decided to have the picnic – We would all 
have to go to Germany.  We could fill a whole plane.
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Mages Fest Continued

     It isn't just summer, it can be winter also.  Joe had the idea of golfing on ice and he 
got Rick to help him.  The ice was smooth that year and they drilled nine holes on the 
ice with an ice auger for the golf course.  They used farm intake flags to mark the 
holes.  They had two portable ice houses set up as a place to warm up.  They used 
colored balls as they were easier to find.  They tried it out as did several of the men 
from Sleepy Eye.  Sunday was the day that the family came to play golf.  Scores were 
kept, I have no idea what par was, but I imagine there was s handicap.  But there was 
a winner, Mike Gall was the champion golfer.

We do enjoy our get togethers!

Love and Hugs,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

Mages Picnic during the Pandemic at Sleepy Eye Lake

With so many 
restrictions only a 
few attended but at 
least the children 
got to swim
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Anniversary Gifts

Thank you all for the 
thoughtful gift and cards for 
our 35th anniversary. 
Looking forward to seeing 
everyone again soon!  
Love, 
Jeff and LeAnn

Barb and Kevin celebrated 45 years of 
marriage.
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