
M A R C H 2021

March 2021
Issue 281

Inside this Issue

Table of Contents
Page 1

Letter From the Editor
Page 1

Birthdays
Page 2

Coming Events
Page 2

Corona Christmas
Pages 3,4,5,6 & 7

Lots of Fish
Pages 8,9,10 & 11

Jennifer Ann Braam
Page 12

     

God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion

     Happy St. Patrick's Day to all of you 
especially Mike as it is his birthday.  He was 
born during the infamous St. Patrick's Day 
Blizzard of 1965.  Wishing you many pots of 
gold and four leaf clovers on your special day.
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March  Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi, 
Elena and Tobi

Coming Events
April 08,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

April 10,2021 – Spring Time Scavenger Hunt with Barb 
Plath

May 21, 2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

May 2021 – Mom speaking at the German-Bohemian 
Heritage Meeting

May, 2021 – New Baby for Steven and Melanie Mages

June 2021 – New Baby for Elena and Andi Mages

June 09,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

July 04,2021 – New baby for Kristen and Lewis Olivero

 July 10 &11,2021 -  Magesfest  at Sportsman's Park in 
Sleepy Eye 

July 13,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

August 20,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

September 12, 2021 – Kodet Family Reunion at Ramsey 
Park in Redwood Falls, Minnesota

September 22, 2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

October 16,2021 – Wedding for Alex Mages and Adrienn 
Peterson

October 28,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

November 19,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

December 16,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

Mystique Deegan Mar 04
Jack Mages Mar 04
Bryant Mages Mar 04
Stephanie Mages Mar 05
Ashley Mages Mar 07
Kim Dammann Mar 09
Larry Fischer Mar 12
Mike Mages Mar 17
Byron Minnich Mar 17
Rebecca Scharmer Mar 19
Matt Mages Mar 24
Aubrey Butler Mar 27
Suzanne Pflaum Mar 28
Billy Bruggeman Mar 29
Cody Groen Mar 29
Mary Kay Mages Mar 30
Stevie Miller Mar 30
Lewis Olivero Mar 30
Julia Strand Mar 31
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July AnniversariesCorona Christmas by Mom
     The pandemic of the corona-virus has been a very serious epidemic and has 
ruined many social gatherings this year as groups of people are forbidden to meet.  
The President of our country, Donald Trump and now Joe Biden, and the governor of 
our state, Tim Walz even closed schools and churches, stores and restaurants.  
Eventually rules were changed to allow some contact.  Mike and Amy planned a 
summer picnic and it ended up being canceled  The Mages Christmas Party was also 
planned as a Go when all of a sudden a spike in corona virus cases happened and 
groups were tightened up again.  We were so disappointed.  
     Last year in 2019 our Christmas party was scheduled at Lake Henry by the 
Northern Bunch.  There was a big snowstorm and the party was canceled.  So we 
were disappointed then and now again.  I do miss seeing the families, the 
Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren , and they miss visiting with each other.  The 
cousins and the babies grow so fast.
     It was like Christmas gone by – our own children grew so fast – expecting Santa to 
come and bring the presents they had picked out in the Christmas catalog.  When we 
lived in Morton Dad and I would go to Wilt's Hardware which was owned by Art and 
Lois Wilt.  We would look at all the toys in the store and pick one out for each of the 
children.  Art and Lois would put the corresponding name of each child to the toy that 
was picked out for them.  Art and Lois would then wrap each toy in their spare time 
and attach the corresponding name on them and then a couple of days before 
Christmas Dad would pick them up.  He would keep the toys in the trunk of the car 
until Christmas Eve when Santa would bring them into the house and place them 
under the tree.
    Our neighbors,  Augie and Ollie Walters, moved to Morton when they retired..  
Every Christmas they would put up a big Christmas tree and a Christmas village 
would be all lit up. They would decorate the trees with little toys among all the 
ornaments and lights. They would invite children to come in and pick a toy off the 
tree. So we did that a few years, we took our kids and and they took their time about 
picking a toy. I also enjoyed looking at the village that they displayed. They have 
been collecting for a long time and it was a sight to behold. They also had a beautiful 
nativity scene. I would take them a Christmas bread or some other baked item.
  Santa Claus also came to Morton a Saturday before Christmas and gave all the 
children a bag with an apple and peanuts and candy.
  Then there was the year when we had the big drought. It was probably 1956. We 
had a field of corn that didn’t have a ear of corn in it so Alphonse had a man with a 
caterpillar come in and he dug a pit silo in our hillside. They made silage out of that 
whole field of corn. It would be fed but not the best food for the cattle. So that year 
there was a little money for Christmas presents. I remember buying color books and 
colors, toy  guns and holsters, books, little jewelry for the girls. I had made the boys 
each a shirt and the girls each a dress but they did not get any big toys. We were 
thankful we had our own milk and eggs and meat so we had plenty of food. But the 
old toys got so much wear that the next summer we had to buy a few new toys..
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Corona Christmas Continued
Photo on the left is in 
2018 at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in New 
Ulm.  Everyone is 
listening to Grandma 
Barbara read the story, 
“The Wonkey Donkey.”
The photo below is 
Christmas with Mom in 
2019 with only  the kids 
and their spouses.  Being 
Christmas was canceled 
by a snowstorm and 
Moms house can't hold 
200 people the group was 
limited.

1958 Johnny by the tree

1956 Barbie and Betty by 
the Christmas tree

1956 Danny by the tree

1958 
Duane 
and 
Ricky 
by the 
tree
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Corona Christmas Continued
     I remember Alphonse bringing in the tree and getting it into the tree stand and we'd 
have to water it everyday.  We'd all help decorate it.  I would put out the nativity scene 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  One year when Tom was three and Mike was two years 
old, I was telling them about Jesus while putting out the little statues.  I told about the 
three Wise Men bringing gifts to Baby Jesus and I asked them not to play with them 
as they could break.  When I was back in the kitchen, Tom came running and he said, 
“Momma come, Mike is playing with the Wise Guys!!”
     Santa used to come after supper when the chores were being done.  We all went 
out to the barn and when we came back into the house Santa had all ready been 
there.  We took turns getting all the presents to the right person.  Our teenagers all 
wanted to go to Midnight Mass so they stayed up.
     The next morning a package was found laying in the snow that had Tom's name on 
it.  It was a John Deere tractor.  Santa must have dropped it.  Tom was happy to get 
another present.
     I have to remember the year that Snookie, a puppy, came into our lives.  The boys 
had brought him home from school in their pocket and hide him upstairs in their room 
for a few days.  On Christmas Eve we put him in a basket and put him under the tree.  
Mike was about three years old and he went for the basket and there was Snookie, a 
little peek-a-poo and so lovable.
     As the years went by and we had weddings, we had big family gatherings.  We had 
Christmas every other year on Christmas Day and otherwise on the Sunday following.  
As the family grew we have had many fun gatherings.  The family has divided into four 
groups of four that will host each year in a place convenient for them.  So we have 
been to St. Mary's in Sleepy Eye also New Ulm, Holy Rosary church in North 
Mankato, Mananna Church, Cosmos Legion, Courtland Community , Orchid Inn, the 
community center in New Ulm, and the Legion in the country between Duane and 
Jermayne and John and Cindy.
     Sometimes Santa comes to our party and he has time to hear all the wishes from 
the little ones and sometimes the big ones too.  He brings a treat for everyone and we 
take a lot of pictures.  We all exchange Christmas cards and drop them in a special 
mailbox provided for each family.
     Alphonse always had wine available for the adults and that custom continues 
today.  The host families provide the turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, coffee, water, 
lemonade.  Note from the editor – Mom was always asked to provide the stuffing 
which she did made from scratch in a huge roaster and it was always gone.  All the 
rest of the food is potluck.  Such a big variety of hot foods, salads and desserts.  
Plenty of food – come back for more.  There was a time when, “Grandma, go get a 
rice krispi treat!!”  Then another said, “Grandma you have to have a rice krispi treat.”  
Something is up!!!  I go to get a rice krispi and under the treats is the basket is Foxy, 
my missing ceramic fox that had been foxnapped in Arizona from our back yard.  
There was a story connected with that as the only contact with the fox knapper was in 
the, “Family Reunion, “ our family newsletter that comes out once a month.  The 
ransom for Foxy was to write a book about growing up in Bechyn, Minnesota during 
the depression.
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Corona Christmas Continued
I answered back that I couldn't do that so please return Foxy.  The answer was at least 
write a story each month for the “Family Reunion.”  My answer was that I could do that. 
So each month Foxy was getting closer.  In Las Vegas, in the Black Hills by the lake 
and here he was at our Christmas Party.  Turns out the Fox napper was Larry and 
Maggie and had hidden Foxy under the rice krispi treats.  The following January Foxy 
went back to Arizona to join Roxy in the rock garden.  And I started writing a story each 
month for the, “Family Reunion.”

Jeffrey in 1959 by the 
tree

Larry and Danny in 1956 
by the tree

Linda in 1954 by the tree

Tommy by the tree 1966

1954 Ricky by the tree

To the right Mom's two 
books as a result of the 
foxnapping.
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Corona Christmas Continued
     Then there was the time when we were meeting at the Cosmos Legion Hall.  As Joe 
and Linda and Betty were making a turn into the place, they got rear ended by another 
car.  The girl driving that car was on the phone and blindly hit them.  The ambulance 
took Joe and Linda to the Hutchinson Hospital and Duane followed in the car with 
Betty.  He said he had quite a time following the ambulance with lights and siren going. 
By the time they were all checked out and brought back to the party it was past three 
o'clock.  We had prayed for their safety, but they would suffer with whiplash for a long 
time.  
     We always had Donna playing guitar and leading the kids in Christmas Carols and 
songs.  Then Steven Mages took over for a few years and now Halle Bemmels does 
the honors. The young ones all learn the songs and they do a great job.  There are 
other games and things to do for the kids and of course card games are busy too.  
     Sometime it is decided to have a program.  Each family provides a song or a skit.  
That can turn out to be great fun with a hokey pokey here and a hokey pokey there 
and turn as all about.
     I remember a special gift that Alphonse and I received one year.  Each family had 
given us a photo ornament of each of their children to hang on our tree.  The 
ornaments were hand made and identical to their family.  The youngest grandchildren 
at the time were Stacie Mages  and Mikayla Mages.  A few years ago we took those 
ornaments for a tree at our Christmas party and each Grandchild had to see if they 
could find their own ornament.  I still have that box of ornaments, but for a few years 
they haven't been used.  Not since I've put the big tree up.
     We hope that next year will find us all well and happy to celebrate the birthday of 
Jesus with a huge celebration.

Love you all and God Bless,
Hugs
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

The Christmas 
card mailboxes

 Grandma Barbara  reading, “The Wonkey 
Donkey”

The wonderful stuffing

Above all that 
food 
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Lots Of Fish

     Even though we had to practice distancing, it was a wonderful and fun time at 
the annual Men’s and Boy’s Fishing and Texas Hold’m Weekend. This year we 
actually had the bells going off on the rattle reels. It made it more exciting while 
playing cards in the fish house. Steven and Brady even just fished outside 
through the ice and caught a bunch. Rick caught one that was from his belt to his 
shoulder as you can see in the picture. So some real lunkers. The main event 
though was story telling and just having fun. When up at the cabin, we played 
dealers choice poker, dice games, snozzle, Pfeffer, Rummy Royal, lots of video 
games in the rec-room and of course, Texas hold’m tournaments both Friday and 
Saturday night. Mixed with that was lots of laughter, which I love.

     It seems there is always someone up early doing dishes and that gets the rest 
of us, and before long, it’s my favorite time of day, BS sessions around the 
morning table. Somehow, the meals get made and served and the clean up 
happens. A big thank you all those that kept us so well fed and brought wonderful 
food from home. Lots of this food was made by them, which impresses me. 
Sometimes I look at the clutter and wonder if it will ever be clean again, but 
before it is all over, everyone chips in and the sheets are changed, the beds 
made, the laundry done, The cleaning and vacuuming, dishes and trash, and 
WOW, it looks great. I’m so proud of this family, what a bunch of guys willing to 
work. I’m also proud of the fact that God is brought up and we talk and pray 
together. It brings tears to my eyes to hear all these men pray together. Thank 
you Lord for this Family.

     Thank you to Rick for bringing his fish house. It got a lot of use. Just like Dad 
used to say. Him and Mom would stop somewhere, where there was no business, 
and before long there were all kinds of people stopping. That is what Rick did. 
Hardly anyone was on the lake when Rick setup, but by dark, we had 15 houses 
around us. It was a party. People were so friendly. It was really fun. Also a big 
Thank You to Joe Mages. I always depend on Joe to set up the Texas Hold’m 
Tournaments and he does a terrific job, so thank you Joe for that. Texas Hold’m 
winners this year were: Friday – 1st place Mason Mages (Keith’s son, Lowell’s 
grandson) TJ Roiger was 2nd, Rick 3rd, and Joe Mages 4th. On Saturday night: 
1st Jack, 2nd Larry, 3rd Scott, 4th Tom. It seems the winners are always different, 
which is great. Everything stays in the family. We had 15 play each night.
      A little smaller group this year but understandable. Those attending were 
Brad, Jeremy, Larry, Matt, Joe, Roger, Jim, Brady, Steven, Rick, John, Jack, 
Stretch, David Fischer, Dean Nelson, Tom, Scott, TJ Roiger, Lowell, Keith, 
Mason, and Jerry Schugel. I love you all.

Larry
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Lots of Fish Continued
Left: Larry eating those 
wonderful pickles. My guess 
they were homemade either by 
Lowell, Rick or Sharon

Right: 
Stretch, 
Steven 
and 
Tom in 
the fish 
house

A man, Rick, and his fish

Below.  
I don't 
know 
whos 
fish 
this is

Photo to 
bottom left 
is Stretch, 
Scott and 
Rick trying 
to balance 
cards, 
fishing and 
beer

Brady checking his phone

Below is Rick trying his fishing 
line with Scott looking on.
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Lots of Fish in Photo 
Brady, Stretch and Steven Stretch, Steven, Mason, Jim, John, Brad, 

Rick and Joe 

L -R: Jack, Larry, Stretch, John, Tom, Joe, Rick, TJ 
and Scott

Tom and Scott are the culprits putting 
the booze in the salad 

Below L-R: Jerry Schugel, 
Rick, Keith, Matt, Scott, 
Jeremy, Jack and John
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Lots of Fish in Photo Continued

L-R: Jim, Brady, 
David, Rick, 
Brad, Stretch, 
John and Tom

L-R: Larry, 
Roger, Steven, 
Jack,  Rick, Joe 
and Scott.
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JENNIFER "JEN"'S OBITUARY
Jennifer “Jen” Ann Braam, age 47 of North Mankato passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, 
February 14, 2021. A public visitation will be held from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 
22, 2021 at Northview – North Mankato Mortuary, 2060 Commerce Drive. Masks and social 
distancing are required. A private service will be held for the family. A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date. 

Jen was born in San Jose, California. Growing up in a Navy family, she lived throughout the 
country and abroad, including Okinawa and Guam. Jen was a 1992 graduate from New Ulm 
High School, MN. Jen enjoyed her employment at District 77 as a paralegal. She was also 
employed at, and transitioned through, Alltel, Midwest Wireless and Verizon Call Center. Jen’s 
true love for teaching littles came as she opened her daycare. With many hours of training, she 
became a two star rated provider for the Parent Aware Program. (For Blue Earth County and 
Nicollet County.) She loved and cared for the kids like they were her very own! Jen lived in North 
Mankato, MN. She enjoyed volunteering her time and energy to many different organizations. 
Jen was a big advocate for Jr and High School Bowling. While becoming the South Central 
Conference coordinator, she brought coordinating to a whole new level. It was her goal to try and 
recognize each and every bowler possible. Jen truly enjoyed being at the lake with her family. 
She also loved being a part of the “Jeep Hers” group. She searched and built her Jeep, “Air 
Therapy."

 Jen had endless faith in the Lord. From her countless hours of Christian music to her quotes 
and several postings around the house. She set a strong example for all of us to follow. Jen’s 
infectious smile could light up the skies. Her commitment to kindness was always on display and 
truly amazing. There is no greater love than the love she showed for her family. 

Jen is survived by her husband, Gene; three children and three step children, Nathaniel Gall 
(Eric Rendon) of Worthington, Nicholas Gall (Katherine Weber) of Madison Lake, Nolan Gall of 
North Mankato, Nichole Fenner (Cody Fenner) of North Mankato, Nathaniel Braam (Alisha 
Matthews) of Good Thunder, Bailey Braam of North Mankato; five grandchildren; her mother, 
Diane M. Becken of New Ulm; and her sister, Katherine Becken (Cory Anderson) of Katy, Texas. 

Jen is preceded in death by her father, Bryan A. Becken; first husband, Michael J. Gall. 

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the charity your choice.

February 03, 1974 - February 14, 2021

Jennifer “Jen” Ann Braam

Jennifer with her 
boys.  Top left is 
Nick and 
Nathan. Bottom 
left is Nolan and 
Jennifer
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