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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion

    Wishing the happiest of Mother's Day to our 
beloved Mother, Grandmother, Great 
Grandmother and all our wonderful Mothers.  
Our family has been blessed beyond measure 
that Grandma Barbara is with us to love us, 
guide us, help us see the way of Jesus.  
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May Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi, 
Elena and Tobi

Coming Events
May 13 -15,2021 – Woodbury Garage Sales

May 21, 2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

May 2021 – Mom speaking at the German-Bohemian 
Heritage Meeting at Turner Hall, New Ulm, Minnesota

May, 2021 – New Baby for Steven and Melanie Mages

June 05,2021 – Riley Strate Graduation Party

June 09,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

July 04,2021 – New baby for Kristen and Lewis Olivero

 July 10 &11,2021 -  Magesfest  at Sportsman's Park in 
Sleepy Eye

July 11, 2021 – New baby due for Kate and Byron Minnick 

July 13,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

August 20,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

August 25, 2021 – New Baby due for Madeline and TJ 
Ibberson.

September 12, 2021 – Kodet Family Reunion at Ramsey 
Park in Redwood Falls, Minnesota

September 22, 2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

September 25 & 26,2021 – Sister's Weekend at Emerald 
Hideaway.

October 16,2021 – Wedding for Alex Mages and Adrienn 
Peterson

October 28,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

November 19,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

December 16,2021 – Mass and Cards with Mom

Amy Mages May 01
Kari Mages May 05
Alex Mages May 06
Brody Strand May 07
Greg Mages May 07
Eric Plath May 08
Jeff Plath May 09
Joe Gall May 11
JoEdna Mages May 13
Jeremy Mages May 15
Nicole Goblirsch May 15
Nicholas Gall May 17
Dean Nelson May 17
Rhett Jensen May 18
Ashley Wolf May 19
Nicholas Strate May 21
Brandon Schmitz May 23
Lauren Mages May 25
Doug Pflaum May 27
Trevor Wilson May 29
Grandma Barbara May 29
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July AnniversariesMay Anniversaries

Brennen and Emily Rath
May 01 17 years

Eric and Bonita Ingersoll
May 26 03 years

Byron and Kate Minnich
May 04 02 years

Sisters weekend  Sept 25th &26, 2021 at Emerald Hideaway. 
A save the date with more details will follow in the upcoming 

month or two.
Amanda Cook 

Sister's 
Weekend 

2021
Sister's Weekend 
2013  Maggie was 
a big part of our 
weekend as it was 
held at her lake 
home many years 
and still to this 
day.  Maggie was 
as beautiful inside 
and outside as 
anyone you would 
ever meet.

Maggie and Sharon
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Cards With Mom by Mom

     As we walked into the church two students were also coming in as they were going 
to be Mass servers.  This was the Mass at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye, 
Minnesota that would be held for the high school students.  This was also the Memorial 
Mass for the deceased members of our family.
     Due to social distancing , the students fill the main part of the church, so we sat in 
the side pews.  Some of the students sing in the choir and a couple do the Scripture 
readings.  They all wear masks and we wear masks too.  The pandemic is not over yet, 
although many are now vaccinated for the corona virus.  Father Mark Steffl is the 
celebrant for the Mass and he has a short homily with an important message for all of 
us.
     Linda and I are joined at the Mass with Lisa, Deb, Rick, Curt, Larry and Christina.  
After Mass we all meet at my house and have a potluck breakfast brunch.  Whoever 
can come is welcome.  We have a Mass once a month and sometimes if the weather 
is bad, we have a better turnout than if the weather is good.  We still have a few 
farmers and depends on how busy the season is. 
     I think it was Linda that got us all started.  She said a card game called, “Hand and 
Foot,”was getting popular and she gave us all three pages of rules to play the game.  
Actually the rules are easy to understand and we all caught on right away.  Put it 
together with the day we have the Memorial Mass and it is a wonderful way to get 
together and have breakfast.
     We do not make the noon meal.  We go out to a restaurant to eat.  The Railway 
Restaurant or the Sleepy Eye Golf Club Restaurant or Carl's Corner in Essig, 
Minnesota were the good places to go.  We'd also invite grandchildren that worked in 
town to join us for lunch if possible for them.  We'd make a reservation and meet them 
there.  The men that had joined us for Mass generally left after the noon meal and we 
would go back and play, “Hand and Foot,” for a couple of hours.  Sometimes the guys 
wanted to know what they could help with so they ended up doing yard work or some 
kind of repair.  
     When Carl's Corner in Essig was named to have the best meal of chicken in 
Minnesota we went to downtown Essig and had our noon meal of Chicken and baked 
potatoes!  The guys out in the field were asked to join us and we'd have a great meal.  
     There was a time when Barb spent $20.00 on a scratch off tickets and gave us all a 
chance to win.  She jokingly said she'd take twenty percent of the prize.  No one won 
anything except me and I had a hundred dollar prize.  I asked her if we should pay for 
everyone's dinner and so we did.
     When we first started about eight or nine years ago I had a dining room table that 
would seat eight so I mentioned it that I would have to get a bigger table.  Well, Larry is 
an auctioneer and he has access to various items.  It was a matter of a couple of 
weeks later I had a beautiful oak table that extended to a large table to seat at least 
twelve and also matching chairs.  Have to be careful what you wish for – haha.  We all 
sit around the table and have our breakfast and we always say that we solve the 
problems of the world.  That is before Rick or Donna start telling us jokes.  
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Cards With Mom Continued
     We'll play a fast moving game such as, “Grandma's Game,” or “65.”  We do have a 
lucky chair and it's very strange but generally the occupant of that chair is the winner of 
the game.  We have a notebook to keep the game scores – we date the page and we 
know who came.  We're on the third book now.  Sometimes little great grandchildren 
come along and we have the toy box handy for them to play.
     Last fall, September,  we had a surprising meal at noon .  The sun was out, a slight 
breeze was blowing.  The day was so beautiful.  Instead of going to a restaurant we 
were invited out to the corn field where Dan, Greg, Tim and Lindsey were harvesting 
corn.  Arlene had made a big meal for the field and they invited us to come.  We 
packed up some food also, but Arlene opened up the back of the car and she took a 
card table out and set out roasters and crockpots of food.  Scalloped potatoes and 
ham, squash, tomatoes, apple crisp and more.  We watched the combine come to the 
end of the field and unload and also had a great meal.  Dan poured coffee.(Mom 
mentions this because this is a standing joke between Dan and I  especially when he 
can't make it to Cards With Mom and someone else does his job.  Linda)
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Cards With Mom Continued
     In October we had an evening Mass at 5:30pm so we had an entirely different 
schedule  We had an evening meal of spaghetti and meat balls, potato salad, fruit, 
cards and laughter.  Then the next time we had our noon lunch at the new Sleepy Eye 
Coffee Brewery Shop.  It was socially distanced so tables were far apart.  We do have 
variety.   

Dan, Mom and Arlene  dinner in 
the field 09-23-20

Fritz, Tobi and Debbie

     We remember the time when Tobi Mages from Germany and his friend Felix came 
to spend the day with us.  Helmut, Birgit, Tobi and Felix had been here about a month 
and Helmut and Birgit had to go back to Germany, but Tobi and Felix stayed and 
traveled the United States for a couple of weeks longer.  We didn't play too many cards 
that day but visited with the two of them.  We went to Carl's Corner in Essig for chicken 
dinner and more family joined us there.  They left in mid afternoon for the Twin Cities to 
board the plane to take them back to Germany.  Two very special young men.  
     Linda is our photographer so she is not on too many pictures.  Deb thought she had 
an answer for that so she had enlarged a picture of Linda's face and put it on a stick.  
It was a striking resemblance so we had a lot of fun with that.  

Linda and 
Linda on a 
stick

Dan pouring 
coffee to Betty 
and Mom
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Cards With Mom Continued
     They came from near and far – all of my children live in Minnesota but one hundred 
and twenty miles away is the farthest.  Curt came with the motorcycle and so did John 
and Cindy with their cycle.  The weather was especially suited for cycles that day.  No 
matter who comes, we always get the guys to pour coffee.  When I go to Arizona for 
the winter months we all eagerly await getting together again at, “Cards With Mom,” 
when I get back to Minnesota. 
     We never forget the reason for our get togethers.  We still miss Alphonse, Duane, 
Chuck and Maggie.  We miss Doug, Mike, Teri and we wonder if Paula, Robert and 
MaryBeth would have had a chance to grow up, what would they be doing?  When 
they left, they took a part of our heart with them.  We know that God has blessed them 
and has given them eternal joy and we will join them someday.

Love and Hugs,
Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma

This photo was taken August 17, 2016.  L – R: Rick, Curt, Nancy, Arlene, Betty, Barb, 
Mom, Debbie, Stretch, Joe and Dan.  Linda is behind the camera.
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Rosalie Matilda Mages – March 29, 2021 at 
1:11pm – Daughter of Elena and Andi Mages 

and Granddaughter of Birgit and Helmut 
Mages and niece of Tobi Mages.



Page 9

Rosalie Matilda in Photo

Congratulations to 
Elena, Andi, Birgit, 
Helmut and Tobi  
from your American 
family.  Rosalie is a 
blessing and so 
precious.  I would 
keep an eye on 
Helmut because I 
know he will be 
giving Rosalie 
candy before 
meals.  Just saying 

Upper photo is the 
proud daddy, Andi with 
Rosalie.  The proud 
Grandma, Birgit is in 
the photo to the right. 
Tobi is with Rosalie to 
the right and then the 
proud Grandpa, Helmut

Andi, 
Elena 
and 
Rosalie
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"Madeline, TJ and Sawyer Ibberson are 
expecting an exciting addition to their 

family this summer. New baby due 
August 25th, 2021."

New Baby to 
Arrive in August, 

2021

Congratulations Madeline, TJ and 
Sawyer from the Mages family.  
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Magesfest 2021, Sleepy Eye Sportsmen’s Park and Campground, July 10 and 11th       

We were able to successfully get all of the 12 camping spots at the Sleepy Eye Campground that our 
family will need for Saturday evening, July 10th   of Magesfest. We also have both cabins booked for that 
night. I will be getting the Sleepy Eye Campground rules and the site # information to those who 
committed to sites through me. In addition six family camping spots have been booked for Friday night 
as some of the campers in our group wanted to come for two nights. 

If you haven’t booked a camping site for Magesfest for either night Friday, July 9th or Saturday, July 10th 
but wish to do so, please let me know as soon as possible as I still have four extra spots available. 
Camping spots are $35/night and the cabins are $70/night (rounded up to include tax). Lisa at 507-220-
0438. 

Included in the fee, it is permissible to have one tent on your spot in addition to your one camper/cabin 
so if you want to make arrangements for more family members to stay over through the use of a single 
added tent you are welcome to.  

For others who wish to tent camp, I would think we should easily be able to work it out as well but there 
will be some small fees involved to the City of Sleepy Eye or to myself if I have the spot prebooked. 
There is a huge designated tent camping area on the West side of the campground so there will be an 
endless amount of space available for those who decide last minute to tent camp. 

Campers and RVs can be moved on to the spots at 4 pm according to the campground information. The 
previous renter is required to move out at 1 pm so it is very likely you can move campers into your spots 
as early as 1 pm. Move out is 1 pm the next day. 

Our huge Magesfest potluck picnic will take place at 4:30 pm on Saturday, July 10th in the main picnic 
shelter near the campground at Sportsmen’s Park in Sleepy Eye. The Magesfest event will start earlier 
that day whenever you can join us for morning coffee at the campground, fishing, 12 Noon grill out at 
the campground, boating, water skiing, swimming with floaties, games, etc. Following the 4:30 pm 
supper we will have 7 pm music by the Mages Family Bands and then a large bonfire party to follow in 
the campground. In the afternoon, I am hoping to have a small swimming pool and water tables set up 
for parents with young children to gather around so bring all of those new little ones as well as lawn 
chairs if possible. Sunday morning there will be 7:30 am Mass at St. Mary’s and then a 9 to 10:30 am 
potluck brunch at the campground. 

At this time it doesn’t sound like the landscaping project at Grandma Mages’ will coordinate to take 
place during Magesfest. We couldn’t really find the right time to coordinate it. We thought Sunday 
morning but Joe has Grackle days in Winthrop that day. If anyone has a chance to help him out on 
Monday and Tuesday, July 12th and 13th it would still be fun to offer a hand. Give him a call. 

Sincerely, Your 2021 Magesfest hosts….Tony and Lisa Schmitz, John and Amanda Cook and family, 
Madeline and TJ Ibberson and family, Jessica Schmitz, Becca and Ethan Scharmer and Brandon Schmitz  

Magesfest 2021
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Dan and Arlene Mages – Winter of 2021 in Arizona 
I decided to showcase the visitors to Arizona with pictures. Arlene 

Greg’s family out four 
wheeling in Gold canyon. 
Martin, Grace, Adam, 
Anna, Greg, Mary Kay 
and Dan

On South Mountain, Greg, Martin, 
Grace, Anna, Mary Kay and Adam

We found a 
Cottonfield being 
harvested Grace 
and Adam

Dan, Maxine and Larry, grandma 
Barbara, Nancy and Arlene having 
dinner before the show at The silver 
star theater

CURT working to remove the old trellis at 
grandma Barbara’s house Jeff and Dan supervising CURT!
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Visitors in Arizona in Photo

Jeff making sure he was social distancing 6 
feet from Chrissy.

CURT 
working on 

Mom's 
trellis

Josh and 
Chrissy 
came to 
pick up 
their car 
and visit 
with 
grandma 
Barbara 
before 
heading 
off to 
California. Out four wheeling. Jeff, Paul and Sander, CURT 

Dan and Arlene And Dan’s regular group of guys.

Dan even 
got in on 
coffee duty 
as Jim 
supervises

Jim and 
CURT 
doing 
dishes.
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Visitors in Arizona Continued
Trish, 
Jim, 
Barbara, 
Melanie 
and 
Steve 
had a 
cold and 
rainy 
visit

Always time for pizza at the Organ stop pizza
Trish, Melanie, Stevie, Jim, Jeff, Dan, Nancy, 
Mom and CURT

Melanie even took time and brought the 
necessary fixings to hang a wall hanging.

Jim, Trish, Melanie and Steve also brought a 
basket of sunshine for my birthday! Everything 
yellow, even the wine!  Awesome nieces and 
nephews!!!!

Grandma Barbara has her own 
flock of parakeets but I was only 
able to capture two

Dan, Kari, Bradley, Jeremy, Arlene, 
grandma Barbara, and Tess.
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Visitors to Arizona Continued
Dan, 
Arlene, 
Kari, and 
Jeremy 
out for a 
jeep ride

Brad and 
Tess on the 
Rim

Stretch and Debbie. They 
also went four wheeling and 
played dominoes at our 
house after supper. Sorry but 
this is the only picture I have.

Dan, Lisa, Madeline and Arlene enjoying a 
fresh lemon pie that Lisa and Madeline had 

made

Dan, Donna, Dean, and their friends 
Mark and Cleone, Arlene, grandma, Mel 
and Steve enjoying one of Barbara’s 
great meals. 

Donna 
at 
tortilla 
flats 
kicking 
‘em 
high!
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Visitors to Arizona Continued
Dan, Dean, Cleone, Mark, 
Donna and I before a cool 
motorcycle ride.

Kari Jeremy Arlene Bradley and Tess 
outside waiting for seating at the Organ 
stop pizza. Dan was parking the Jeep.

CURT, Dan, Grandma John and Cindy and 
Rick.  Sorry, only photo of John,Cindy and 
Arlene. They went four wheeling also one 

day and visited friends. 

A toast to an Arizona winter before 
CURT and Rick flew Barbara back 

home to Minnesota

Thank you Arlene for all the wonderful 
photos of so much company in Arizona.  
Did you have any time to sleep?  I see 
there is a pattern here with CURT 
always being in capital letters.  At first I 
was correcting it, but then I realized this 
was intentional. I guess you had to be 
there.
Linda
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Cards With Mom – April 08, 2021
     On April 08, 2021 we started off our monthly cards with Mom with Mass at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in Sleepy Eye, Minnesota.  This month the Mass started at 
8:15 am instead of the usual 7:00 am as it was a high school Mass.  Beautiful Mass 
with the church full with social distancing and a beautiful choir provided by the high 
school students.  After Mass we all congregated at Mom's house for a breakfast of egg 
bake, bacon, bread pudding, fresh tomatoes, and many deserts and fresh fruit and 
veggies oh and toast too. Hellmut and Birgit send a box of goodies from Germany and 
we all enjoyed those tasty treats . We all got to meet Christina Ziegeler for the first time 
and what a beautiful, sweet redhead Christina is.  We played the card game, “65” 
which Mom won.  For lunch we didn't go out as we usually do, but due to covid and so 
many of us, we reheated breakfast items and Mom had lots of food ready to go.   
Before the boys left we had them put the table back to the normal size.  Nancy, Mom, 
Curt and Linda stayed in the afternoon and we played, “Hand and Foot” which Curt and 
I won.   Those present were Mom, Larry and Christina, Stretch and Debbie,  David, 
Lizzy, Luke and Gabriel, Jory, Rick, Jane and Vann, Nancy, Curt, Lisa and Linda.  It 
was so wonderful to have Mom back from Arizona and just as healthy, beautiful and 
great as always.  Thank you to all of you who were in Arizona and took such good care 
of Mom or did she take care of you?   Linda

L -R: Rick, Linda, Larry, Christina, Curt, Nancy, Stretch, Mom, Jory, Lisa and Debbie



Page 18

Cards With Mom in Photo

Look how many 
people it took to 
take your place 
Dan.

Rick and 
Jory

Lisa 
and 
Nancy

Nancy and 
Christina

David 
and Larry 
figuring 
out who 
is the 
biggestDebbie and Lizzy

Debbie, Luke, Gabriel 
and David

Vann

L -R: Stretch, Linda, Mom, 
Jory, Curt, Nancy, Lisa, Larry, 
Christina, Rick and Jane.  
Debbie behind the camera

Larry didn't think Rick had 
enough whipped cream on 
his lemon cake
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