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God's Blessings to all.  Linda

Family
Reunion

     
     Looking forward seeing all of you at 
the annual Mages Christmas Party at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in New Ulm 
November 26.  Happy Thanksgiving and 
Merry Christmas to all of you from my 
family to yours.
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December Birthdays

News Deadline
20th of each month

Send articles and photos 
to Linda at

lindagall@rocketmail.com

www.magesonline.com

A special Hello to My 
Grandson Tobi Mages From 
Oma Barbara
A special Hello to our German 
cousins, Helmut, Birgit, Andi, 
Elena, Rosalie and Tobi

Coming Events
November 26,2022 – Mages Christmas, St. Mary's Catholic 
Church New Ulm, Minn

December 01,2022 – Ladies Night Out, St. Philip Catholic 
Church, Litchfield, Minnesota

December 16, 2022 – Cards With Mom and the annual 
Christmas Potluck with Mom and Children and their spouses

January 11, 2023 – Wedding Jory Mages and Jessica Hartly

January 27,28 & 29 – Men and boys fishing and poker 
weekend at Emerald Hideaway

Febuary 2023 – Baby due for Scott and Ashley

June 17,2023 – Wedding reception for Larry and Debra Mages 
at their barn on the farm in Lafayette

June 25,2023 – Oswald and Elizabeth Mages Family Reunion 
at Ramsey Park in Redwood Falls, Mn

July 08,2023 – Annual MagesFest at Sleepy Eye Sportsman's 
Park

Sarah Mages Dec 01
Rick Mages Dec 05
Scott Mages Dec 05
Garrett Mills Dec 06
David Nelson Dec 07
Linda Gall Dec 10
Erica Mages Dec 11
Jeff Mages Dec 13
Rob Mages Dec 17
Otto Mages Dec 18
John Cook Dec 20
Brittany Mages Dec 21
Adam Bemmels Dec 22
Adrienn Mages Dec 22
Brooke Wolf Dec 25
Alexandra Butler Dec 25
Dan Mages Dec 26
Amanda Cook Dec 28
Alissa Groen Dec 28
Theresa Wagner Dec 30
Jory Mages Dec 31

December Anniversaries

Ed and Monica Mages Dec 10 27 years

James and Trish Mages Dec 14 20 years

Adam and Jennifer Butler Dec 05 13 years

Steven and Melanie Mages Dec 28 09 years
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Here is the flyer for Ladies night out at Our church.

 Cost is 18.00 per person and I must let parish know by the 17th a number that are coming.  They 
need to let caterer know so they can order correct amount of food for the evening

 They will get us all at one table as they can do either round tables of 8 or 1 or two long tables for 
more than 8.

 Deb, I will pay for you and Mom’s meals as you are both going to be part of the entertainment with 
me.

 Share with whoever you want. 

You can have whoever is coming mail the cost of tickets to me so I can pay at the office at parish.

Donna Nelson
53671 235th St
Grove City, Mn 56243

Ladies 
Night 
Out
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Food for Kidz Stewart, MN: by Deb

Thank you to our family who came to the 19th annual Food for Kidz- of Stewart, MN 
packaging food event held in Sleepy Eye E on Nov 13, 2021. Thank you to Grandma 
Barabra for once again coming. She hasn't missed a year in 19 years. Chrissy 
Vanderhook, Everly Jensen, Jennifer Fischer, Mary Kay, Grace, Adam. Anna & Martin 
Mages, Rick & Jane Mages and Deb Fischer were present to work. Betty Jass donates 
cookies, baked by St Mary's catering Ladies each year for all the workers. We had a 
wonderful turnout of 150 volunteers, and we packaged just shy of 72,000 meals for 
hungry children who live here & around the world.

In thanksgiving, we appreciate those who have donated for financial support of close to 
$6,500 at this time, about halfway there. We appreciate all continued donations still 
needed for this event, contact  Rick & Jane or myself. Our family has been so 
supportive each year. God Bless You!
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Mass and Card Day at Mom's on Oct 28th started with Mass at St Mary's Church 
for the Alphonse Mages and deceased family members held at 7:15am. After 
Mass we headed to Mom's house for breakfast with Lisa & Jessica Schmitz, Dan 
& Arlene Mages, Nancy Strate and Deb Fischer attending. Later Madeline, 
Sawyer and Maxwell Ibberson also joined. A quick visit and conversation was 
held of excitement for the upcoming wedding of Larry Mages & Debra Peters 
and unfortunately of all the many funerals our family has been attending of late. 
No cards today.  At 9:30am everyone headed to the wake and funeral Mass for 
the passing of Mike & Amy Mages family's mother -Ruth Steffl -funeral. May we 
all keep Jesus close to our hearts for our goal of eternal lasting life as we reach 
the true resting place of heaven for each of us!
God's blessing! Deb

Cards With Mom – October 28, 2022

Debbie, Nancy, Jessica, Mom, Lisa, Arlene and Dan
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Mass & cards was held at Mom's on Nov 9th. Lisa, Jeff, Curt, Rick, Betty and myself 
attend and had breakfast with lots of coffee. Election was held yesterday, so lots of 
discussions on the future of our great nation. Betty surprised Rick with a big thank you 
from her & our family for all the work he put into getting the Huey Helicopter project to 
completion for our Seepy Eye Veterans park to which honors all our Vietnam vets. She 
found the perfect mini Huey helicopter match with a flashing name plate sign.
We played "65" card game with Curt as the Winner with low score of 21 after 14 
hands. Jeff was winner with lowest score in Grandma's golf game.  For lunch we went 
to the Sleepy Eye Brew Co. & Stretch was able to join along. Deb

Cards With Mom – November 09,2022

Rick, Mom, Lisa, Betty, Debbie, Jeff and Curt



Page 7

Cards With Mom Continued in Photo 11-09-2022

Debbie, Mom, Betty, Rick, Curt and Jeff

Rick Betty 
and 
Rick

Photo to the lower left is Debbie, Curt, Mom, 
Betty, Stretch and Rick
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Ron Mages Obituary

We extend our deepest sympathy to Diane and all of Ron's family
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Obituary for Ruth Steffl

The Mages family extends our deepest 
sympathy to Amy, Mike and their family

Thank you for the beautiful flowering crab 
tree in memory of my dear mom. We 
planted it at the lake—a place she loved to 
visit. Your kindness is so appreciated!
-Amy and Mike and family

Thank You
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Stretch on the Front 
Cover
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Compeer Cultivate Magazine
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Larry and Debra Mages  

Married November 05, 2022
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Dear Hunting! 
     On opening morning of deer hunting, I got my dear.  It was a very special day, 
November 05,2022.  We were not sure what day would work but as we tried to get all 
the pieces to fit, that was the day.  Of course, that was deer hunting morning in 
Minnesota.  My family was willing to change plans this year and fly out to Oregon to 
make our day very special.  
     Debra and I were married in Albany, Oregon,  Debra's daughter, Brendel, was the 
maid of honor and Joe Mages was the best man.  
     Afterwards we all went to Frankie's Pavillion to celebrate.  It was such a wonderful 
day.  Debra and I call it the perfect day as it was such a wonderful time.
     We took a 10 day honeymoon to Napa Valley and San Fransisco and then following 
a course north through the Redwood trees, and back to our Oregon home.  We plan to 
make Minnesota our home but will be traveling back and forth several times per year.  
Debra's family all live within a few minutes of each other near Albany, Oregon. We had 
several nice get togethers while I was out there. 
     Once again, we have boiled a date down to June 17, 2023 as the date we will have 
a reception in the Mages Barn at my place.  So keep the date open.  Many in Debra's 
family said they will make it including her daughter and grandchildren and Son-in-law.  
     All of my children and their spouses were able to attend the wedding, which was 
such a gift to us.  The wonderful thing about that was that our families got to know 
each other and really mixed well.  They are all looking forward to coming to Minnesota 
to meet the rest of you.
     The are already reading Grandma's books.  Debra and I are so looking forward to 
your company.  Please stop by anytime you are close by. 

Love you all so much.
Larry and Debra
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MagesFest – July 08, 2023

     The annual MagesFest will be held at 
Sportsman's Park 

in Sleepy Eye, Minnesota starting on July 
08, 2023.  

Camping sites can be reserved with the city 
of Sleepy Eye 

After January 01,2023.  Please contact Dan 

Mages at  507-276-4006 if interested

Men and Boys Fishing and Poker Weekend

Men and boys fishing and poker weekend will be held at Emerald Hideaway on 
January 27,28 & 29. Call Larry with questions.
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Oswald and Elizabeth Mages Family Reunion  Sunday, June 25, 2023    Noon to ???
Location: Ramsey Park Redwood Falls, MN       We have reserved The W.P.A. 
Vintage Lower Shelter next to the campground, and Ramsey Park Zoo.

Noon Potluck: a keg of beer and a keg of root beer, (just like Grandpa and Grandma 
used to do) along with water, paper plates & utensils all provided for a free will 
donation. Bring your own lawn chairs (only a few picnic tables available) and BYOB of 
choice. For supper bring hot dogs/hamburgers to grill.

Reminisce: The Black Diamond Band with Donna Nelson & Deb Fischer will provide 
music for entertainment. Please bring your instruments to join along, plus everyone 
will get a chance to share and tell jokes & stories of Grandpa Oswald and Grandma 
Elizabeth and how it was growing up with many relatives.

Let’s Play: Corn Hole, deal out a deck of cards, play on the playground equipment or 
just enjoy hiking or walking with your wagon/stroller to see the zoo animals and the 
famous Ramsey Falls

Campers: Plan your weekend to camp here with your tradi$onal group this weekend 
instead of somewhere else. To reserve a spot or get more informa$on go to: 
h ps://redwoodareacommunitycenter.com/area-parks/ramsey-park/ramsey-park-
campground/   or call 507-616-7444

Mark your calendars, for it’s been a long time since we held this full Mages family 
reunion. RSVP Committee: Tina Squibb 320-579-0608 squibbTR27@gmail.com, Deb 
Fischer 507-240-0546 debf@magesland.com, Dorren Mages 320-444-1483 
dwllmr@aol.com,  Susan Holt 320-221-3899 justsmh@mediacombb.net, Mary Mueller 
507-828-0748 mmmueller@mnval.net, 
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Kodet sister’s weekend 2022 took place on September 24 2022 at the Community 
Center in Morton, MN

This year the gathering started about 10am with social coffee time as everyone 
arrived.  Noon Potluck was a great hit and many great dishes, salads and desserts 
were served.  After dinner, we went around the room and introduces ourself and 
talked about what was going on in our lives this past year.  The Kodet sisters started 
with their talks.  I just sat there, listening in awe at these beautiful ladies and the 
stories they told.  They are amazing.  Us cousins and Cousin in laws all shared our 
stories after they were done and we shared laughter and tears.

No one went home empty handed.  We had a drawing for many great prizes they 
were handcrafted by the ones in attendance.  We won Plants, quilts, floral 
arrangements, and lots of framed Diamond Art completed by Adella. 

After the drawing was over, we all put our names back into the drawing and had a 
change to win the fun and crazy mice that Adella brought.  The Mice had some new 
dental implants.  We all had a great laugh.  See Picture of Adella and the two 
winners, Julie, (Larry Serbus' Wife) and Kelsey, (Joe Serbus’s daughter)

No one went home empty handed as we won door prizes, Martha gave everyone a 
homemade jar of refrigerator jelly and lots of fresh apples picked from her trees.  
Mom gave every family articles from the past of the newspaper clippings of their 
weddings and other event from the Bechyn days.  Mary Lou copied and gave 
everyone black and white and color photos of their weddings and other milestone of 
growing up in Bechyn and from her family.  Adella gave a presentation of her 
experience with doing diamond art and supplied the drawing with about 10 framed 
beautiful completed projects.  I see where we all get our talents from.

The day was complete with a VIGEROUS round of BINGO.  I had all I could do to 
keep up with this great group of ladies.     Can’t wait till next year.     Love , Donna

Kodet Sister's Day – September 24, 2022

Adella the 
mouse 
orthodontist 
and Winners
Julie, ( Larry 
Serbus' Wife) 
and Kelsey, 
( Joe Serbus’s 
daughter)
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Kodet Sister's Day Continued in Photo

Front Row:  
Brenda, Nancy, 
Mary Lou, Adella, 
Martha, Barbara, 
Donna

Back Row: 
Kelsey, Baby 
Lydia, Doreen, 
Sharon, Carol, 
Julie, Gayle, 
Rebecca, Holly, 
Mary Lou, Julie 
Audrey and 
Barb.

Kelsey, Joe and Doreen Serbus’ daughter has a baby girl on 
the Birthday of Great Grandmother Lydia Serbus. (Aug 8th 
2022, Lydia would have been 100 years old.)  Kelsey and her 
husband named their new little baby girl LYDIA after Great 
grandma.    Connie, Vic’s wife, arrived after the picture was 
taken.     Picture is Kelsey, Grandmother Doreen and Baby 
Lydia

Mary Lou, 
Adella, Martha 
and Barbara
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Congratulations to Rowan Andersen on achieving his dream of becoming a SAR!

 After being stationed in Rota, Spain on the Arleigh Burke-class Destroyer USS Porter 
(DDG 78) and seeing lots of Europe he came back to the states to be trained in Florida 
and graduated 10/28/2022. We are all very proud of what he has accomplished.

 

Congratulations Rowan Andersen son of Todd and 
Gina Andersen and Grandson of Joe and Linda 
Gall as he achieved his dream as a U.S. Navy 

Search and Rescue Member

Grandma Rachel Andersen, Rowan and Uncle Curt Andersen



Page 19

Rowan Continued



Mages Women Weekend 2022 

 

Jane, Connie, Sharon, Jermayne, Nancy, Lisa, Deb, Amanda, Diane, Barbara, 
Donna and Betty enjoying our Wine, dine and slumber party night at the home of 
hostess, Lisa Schmitz on Friday evening, November 4th.  

We all enjoyed the apple crisp dessert tasting compliments of Jermayne Mages. 
Simply divine! 

Diane Mages won our game night, Farkle dice competition. Mom was 
scorekeeper. No one else was trustworthy enough. The stakes were very high. 

Following our game, we all snuggled together in the family room to watch the 
movie “Breakfast At Tiffany’s” until 1 am. Even Queen Elizabeth (Mom) made it to 
the slumber party in her cute pajamas! 

In the morning Barb showed up bright and early and the coffee party was officially 
started. Lots of laughter and storytelling took place. Soon Connie and Nancy 
showed up at the door, both dressed in Audrey Hepburn style with crowns, 
elegant gowns, long gloves, diamonds and pearls and her signature long cigarette 
holders. They were ready as we celebrated with a Breakfast at Tiffany’s theme 
60th Birthday Party for Donna. 

It wasn’t long and we had Donna dressed up as Audrey Hepburn in another long, 
flowing gown and bright pink hat. Soon thereafter Barb, Deb, Lisa and Betty 
followed suit dressing for the party in Audrey Hepburn style as well. Lots of pretty 
dresses, jewelry and cigarette holders to add to the festivities. 

It was also the 60th anniversary of the Breakfast at Tiffany’s movie. Donna sang 
and played the movie’s theme song ballad “Moon River” on her guitar. Donna 
opened many gifts of jewelry all wrapped up in Tiffany blue gift boxes and we 
enjoyed Tiffany Blue cupcakes and champaign mimosas in honor of her birthday.A 
potluck breakfast of many of our favorite comfort foods was then served. Lisa
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Mages Women's Slumber Party in Photo

Jermayne's dessert, apple 
crisp

Jane, Connie, Sharon, Jermayne, Nancy, Lisa, 
Debbie, Amanda, Diane, Mom, Donna and Betty
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Slumber Party in Photo

Upper right is Mom

Above middle is Diane Mages, with Barb 
Plath and Jermayne Kuss in the 
background.  Lower right is the birthday girl 
Donna Nelson
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Slumber Party in Photo Continued 

Barb, Connie, 
Donna and Nancy

Lisa

Connie and 
Donna

Donna Debbie Betty
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                                            VETERAN’S DAY SUPPER CELEBRATION 2022 

 

     This last Veteran’s Day Supper program was planned by me, and Rick took care of ordering the food. 
We decided to “Honor Woman Veterans” since it was the 25th anniversary of the Military Women’s 
Memorial in Washington D. C. During the last few years, we had honored our WWII, Korean War, 
Vietnam, Afghanistan & Iraq, and Purple Heart Recipients for our Veteran’s Day supper programs. So, I 
planned the program sent out invitations, interviewed for the newspapers story for Veteran’s Day and 
we were getting lots of calls from people coming to the supper. 

     During the American Legion National Convention, I was given the honor as a Sgt-of-Arms to escort 
Phyllis Wilson, President of the Military Woman’s Memorial we had a nice talk about the 25th 
anniversary coming up and some of their plans. I was so delighted to have met her and being her escort 
that day. This sparked more excitement in me as I planned our upcoming Veteran’s Day supper program. 
I ordered the Woman’s Veteran Lapel pins, requested, and received a Woman’s Memorial video and 
wrote my speech about my experience at the Military Woman’s Memorial and it’s meaning to many 
Woman Veterans. I sent out invitations to all the Woman Veterans around Sleepy Eye. 

     We had a full house for supper at the Serviceman’s Club and we enjoyed a tasty chicken supper 
catered by Schutz Grocery. Once again, they did an awesome job for us. Commander Rick gave out a 60-
yr. Certificate to George Ebenhoh and then he was done. Or at least he thought he was done. I grabbed 
his arm and told Rick that He wasn’t going anywhere. At our American Legion meeting the night before 
we had elected a new Commander for our Legion and Rick was going to step down to the 1st Vice-
Commander after 15 years as the Commander. Don Gedrow, the Legion Commander elect came up and 
he and I presented Rick the sculpture of “Jesus Hugging a Soldier” in appreciation for all his hard work 
and dedication to the American Legion and the community.  Congratulations Rick!  

     Rick introduced me as the Speaker, and I talked about the Military Women’s Memorial and showed 
the video. We then had all the Women Veterans in attendance come up front and tell us what branch of 
service, their job and one “Wow” moment they experienced while serving our country. There were 
several stories and then they were each given their “women Veteran” lapel pin and a red carnation. In 
the picture we have Betty Jass, Suzie Kral, Joann Schmidt, Kayla Nason and Doreen Tyler.  

     Joann Schmidt showed highlights of the Sleepy Eye “Huey” Project and Bob Sharp’s speech at its 
dedication. Numerous door prizes were given out and it was a great evening with our Veterans, families, 
and special guest. 

***** Every year I invite a couple members of our family to this Veteran’s Day event because its such a 
special event. My guest this year were Mom, Lisa and Deb and Stretch. 

Betts 

 

   



Veteran's Day in Photo
Rick Mages, Betty Mages Jass, Suzie Kral, Joann Schmidt, Kayla Nason 

and Doreen Tyler

Betty and 
new 
commander 
Don Gedrow 
 who 
presented 
Rick with 
the “Jesus 
hugging the 
soldier” 
statue
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Veteran's Day in Photo Continued

Rick 
and 
Mom

Rick 
and 
George 
Ebenoh

Rick and Betty welcoming the 
new commander, Don Gedrow
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Our December Angels
Alphonse Lawrence 
Mages
January 06,1928 
October 30,2009

Michael Joseph Gall
July 31, 1972 
December 24, 2009

Teresa Lynn Campbell
December 29, 1978  
December 29, 2012

Duane Michael Mages
August 03,1952
December 28, 2015
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